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INTRODUCTION  -  VOLUME  IMA 

At  the  direction  of  M.  J.  Hannigan,  Commissioner  of  the  California  Highway  Patrol,  a  special  investigation 
team  was  established  to  document  the  earthquake  induced  collapse  of  the  portion  of  the  1-880  Nimitz 
Freeway  known  as  the  Cypress  Street  Viaduct.  This  special  investigation  team  was  officially  formed  on 
October  26,  1989,  and  began  operation  on  October  30,  1989. 

PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  the  special  investigation  team  was  to  identify,  collect  and  document  factual  information 
relating  to  the  following  specific  areas: 

1 .  Traffic  flow  on  the  Cypress  Structure  at  the  time  of  its  collapse. 

2.  Identification  and  location  of  each  vehicle  on,  or  adjacent  to,  the  Cypress  Structure  that  was 
damaged  as  a  consequence  of  its  collapse. 

3.  To  identify  the  extent  of  damage  to  all  vehicles  and  other  property  directly,  or  indirectly,  associated 
with  the  collapse  of  the  Cypress  Structure. 

4.  Identification  and  location  of  the  drivers  and  passengers  of  each  of  the  vehicles  identified  in  item 
number  2,  above. 

5.  Identification  of  all  parties  injured  or  killed  as  a  direct,  or  indirect,  consequence  of  the  collapse  of 
the  Cypress  Structure.  To  include  the  date,  time  and  cause  of  death  and  extent  of  injuries  to  each 
victim  identified  in  item  number  4,  above. 

6    To  interview  and  document  the  statements  of  all  survivors  of  the  Cypress  Structure  collapse  as 
identified  in  items  number  4  and  5,  above. 

7.  To  identify,  locate,  interview  and  document  the  statements  of  witness  to  the  collapse  of  the 
Cypress  Structure. 

8.  To  collect  the  data  necessary  to  prepare  a  factual  description  of  the  collapse  of  the  Cypress 
Structure  and  its  effect  on  the  vehicles  and  their  occupants  who  were  on,  or  adjacent  to,  the 
structure  when  it  collapsed. 


It  is  not  the  intent,  nor  is  it  the  objective  of  this  report  to  determine,  or  address,  the  cause,  or  causes,  of  the 
collapse  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  The  primary  responsibility  of  this  report  is  to  provide  for  the  factual 
documentation  of  the  evidence  related  to  the  collapse  of  the  structure,  and  to  describe,  as  accurately  as 
possible,  the  sequence  of  events  taking  place  just  prior  to,  and  during,  the  structure  collapse. 

PURPOSE  -  VOLUME  IIIA 

Volume  IIIA  contains  the  transcribed  statements  of  63  involved  drivers  and  passengers  who  were 
southbound  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  Cypress  Structure  when  it  collapsed.  This  is  the  third  volume  of  a  six 
volume  set. 
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EDITED  TRANSCRIPTS 

The  transcripts  of  the  tape  recorded  interviews  presented  in  this  volume  have  been  edited  to  remove 
extraneous  comments,  utterances,  or  other  verbal  sounds  that  had  no  bearing  on  the  information  being 
exchanged  during  the  interview.  No  attempt  was  made  to  correct  grammar  or  to  correct  the  improper  use  of 
words.  The  body  of  each  interview  represents  our  best  effort  to  provide  an  accurate,  word  for  word, 
transcript  of  the  verbal  exchange  between  the  interviewer(s)  and  the  person(s)  being  interviewed. 
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VOLUME  IIIA 
TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS  -  SOUTHBOUND  PARTIES 
TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 
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P-1A,                       was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  #7207,  on 
November  1,  1989,  at  approximately  1922  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  CHP 
NM: 

JM: 

would  you  state  your  name  for  the  record? 

NM: 

JM: 

What  is  your  address, 

NM: 

JM: 

what  is  your  date  of  birth? 

NM: 

May  15,  1959. 

JM: 

About  how  tall  are  you? 

NM: 

Five-two. 

JM: 

Your  weight? 

NM: 

One  hundred-six. 

JM: 

Black  hair,  brown  eyes? 

NM: 

Uh-huh. 

JM: 

You  know  your  driver's  license  number?  Maybe  it's  on  here.   Is  this 
correct?                  Your  phone  here  is  ... 

NM: 

JM: 

Your  work  phone? 

NM: 

JM: 

It's  415  area  code? 

NM: 

Yes. 

JM: 

What  I'm  gonna  do,          to  start,  I'm  gonna  ask  you  to  just  describe  what 
occurred. 

NM: 

OK,  the  cars  started  swerving.   Pretty  soon,  I  could  see  the  road  was 
breaking  up  and  suddenly,  then,  the  car  flurtg  forward.    It  flipped  over 
and  landed  on  the  nose  first  and  it  turned  completely  over  and  landed  on 
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the  roof. 

JM:    You  were  passenger  in  this  vehicle? 
NM:  Yes. 

JM:    Where  were  you  seated? 

NM:    In  passenger  seat,  in  the  front. 

JM:    Right  front? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:    Were  you  wearing  some  kind  of  a  restraint  system? 

NM:    I  was  wearing  my  seatbelt,  with  the  shoulder  strap. 

JM:    How  often  would  you  say  that  you  travelled  this  route?   Interstate  880? 

NM:  Everyday. 

JM:    It  would  be  frequently.   What  direction  were  you  travelling? 
NM:    From  San  Francisco  to  Oakland. 

JM:    You  were  going  southbound.   You  were  in  the  upper  portion? 
NM:  Yes. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions?  Light,  moderate  or  heavy? 
NM:  Moderate. 

JM:    What  lane  was  your  vehicle,  the  vehicle  that  you  were  riding  in,  what  lane 
was  it  in? 

NM:    I  remember,  it  was  the  second  from  the  right. 

JM:    The  second  lane  from  the  right?  There  are  four  lanes  there,  so  that  would 
be  the  number  three  lane,  second  from  the  right.   About  how  ...  at  what 
speed  was  the  car  going?  What's  your  estimate? 

NM:    Sixty  five. 

JM:    Would  you  say  that  was  the  traffic  flow  around  you,  the  cars  around  you 
. . .  average  flow? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:    Other  than  yourself,  how  many  other  people  were  in  the  car? 
NM:  One. 
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JM:    Was  that  the  driver?  That  was  ... 
NM: 

JM:    Referencing  a  cross  street  on  the  freeway,  could  you  tell  me  where  you 
were  when  the  earthquake  began?  As  far  as  the  cross  street? 

NM:    It  was  below  14th.   No,  it  was  above  14th. 

JM:    Is  there  any  buildings  or  reference  points  that  you  could  give,  alongside 
the  freeway,  that  you  recall?   I'm  gonna  show  you  this  map  here.   This  is 
the  interchange  coming  from  the  Oakland  Bay  Bridge,  at  the  top  of  this 
photograph.   This  is  where  you  would  be  entering  Interstate  880  from  the 
Oakland  Bay  Bridge.   This  is  West  Grand  Avenue  here  which  is  probably 
about  the  middle  of  the  Cypress  Structure  failure  here.   This  is  14th 
Street  here.   Would  you  say  you  were  below  West  Grand? 

NM:    No.    I  was  in  this  area. 

JM:    In  the  area  above  18th  Street? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you?   Location,  make,  or  model,  or  color  of  the  cars? 

NM:  No. 

JM:    After  your  vehicle  came  to  rest,  do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  around 
you? 

NM:  No. 

JM:  Not  at  all? 

NM:  Not  at  all. 

JM:  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

NM:    Well,  I  know  before  the  car  flung  forward,  the  driver  said,  "we're  having 
an  earthquake",  because  at  first  he  thought  it  was  car  trouble  when  we 
started  swerving.   All  of  a  sudden,  he  said,  "we're  having  an  earthquake." 

JM:  Before  the  car  overturned,  the  car  started  swerving? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:  Was  it  swerving  from  side  to  side?  Would  you  say? 

NM:  Side  to  side. 

JM:  What  did  the  driver  do  at  that  point? 
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NM: 

He  did  his  best  to  maintain  the  car,  to  control  it,  but  it  was  so  fast. 

JM: 

Did  he  brake,  or  try  to  change  lanes,  or  just  try  to  maintain  control? 

fin  • 

Ac  ^av»  ac    T   I'nnw     ho   inct  tvioH  +  *\  maintain  f*onti*nl 
Hi   1  dr  db   x  KMOW|   lie  Jus  L  tried  L-u  maintain  uuiiir  u  I  . 

.1M  • 
un  • 

Vai i  hauo  nn  tiornl  1  orti  nn  abnn+   anv  nthof  uohirloc  avnimH  vnil            what  thov 

Tou  nave  no  rcto  i  i  cti  i  on  auuu  u  any  u  tiler  vkii  ili  cj  aruunu  jruu  ...  wnat  tiicjr 

did? 

NM  • 

Nn 
no  • 

.1M  • 
on  • 

Uha+  hannonaH  than     aftor  +  ho  oar+hmiako  honan     VOII   inHira  +  Pli  that"  Vftll 
nMat  liappt!ileU   tilell ,   alter   tile  cai  UllljUaKc  utryaii,  juu    iiiuiuatcu   tnat  jruu 

rolled  over? 

NM: 

Yes. 

JM* 

\J  1  1  • 

niH  vnn  hit  anv  nart  nf  thp  ^trurturp  in  rollina  over,  or  can  vou  recall? 

U  1  U  jr  UU    lilt    ul  IJr    UulU    U  1     1 1 IC   g       UWkUl  C    III    I  Ul  I  llljj    v/vd,    ui     wail   j  \j*a  iwwull* 

NM* 
nil  • 

i  jusk  rciucniDcr  trie  rodu  was  trumui  niy.     i  uoii  t  reiiieiiiuei  nittiiiu, 

anything. 

JM: 

Did  the  road  actually  fall  down  out  from  under  you? 

NM* 
in  i  • 

Yes 

un  • 

Hft  vai  I   vara  1  1    uhav^a  fha   i/ahi^lo      mt  n   Hh  a   wflet?      Uar    4  +    ah   f  Ua  vt  i  #thH)"    rnXa  a  HP 

uu  you  recoi  i  wnere  tne  vemcie  came  to  rest:    was  it  on  tne  rignt  si ue  ot 
the  roadway,  or  the  left  side  of  the  roadway,  or  the  middle  of  the  street? 

NM: 

It  was  in  the  middle. 

JM: 

In  the  middle? 

NM: 

Yes. 

JM: 

What  color  was  the  car? 

NM: 

in  i  • 

Green . 

JM* 

Ul  1  • 

ftvpon?     Yo.il  fHfin'1"  ceo  anv  nthor  uchirlac  av>rtunrl  r*r\ma  tn  «arf  ^hF+avi  +  Ka 
ui  ecu :      iuu  uiun   t  see  ailjr  Utllci    veil  1 1 1  cs  aiOUnu  COFTlc   tO  "CSl  alter  tne 

earthquake? 

NM: 

No. 

JM: 

Your  car  came  to  rest  upside  down? 

NM: 

Yes. 

JM: 

How  did  you  get  out  of  the  car? 

NM: 

Through  the  right  side  back  door,  it  was  a  four  door  vehicle. 

JM: 

Were  you  assisted  out,  or  did  you  get  out  on  your  own? 
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NM:  No.    I  got  out  myself. 

JM:  Could  you  describe  your  injuries  to  me? 

NM:  I  had  a  bump  on  my  head,  towards  the  front,  and  some  bruises  on  my  left 
leg. 

JM:  The  driver,  he  got  out  by  himself  as  well? 

NM:  Yes.   After  I  opened  the  door. 

JM:  You  opened  the  door?   The  left  front  door? 

NM:  No.   The  rear  door. 

JM:  The  rear  door. 

NM:  It  was  the  right  rear  door.   The  passenger  side,  the  door  behind  me. 

JM:  He  got  out  by  himself?  There  was  no  other  people  that  were  helping  him? 

NM:  That  pulled  him  out?   Right.   There  was  not.   There  was  nobody  there. 

JM:    All  of  the  occupants  of  your  vehicle  are  accounted  for,  there  were  just 
two  people? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  off  of  the  ...  after  you  got  out  of  your  car,  how  did  get 
off  of  the  upper  deck  then? 

NM:    OK.    I  called  down  for  help  three  times.   Two  firemen  finally  came  up,  and 
we  had  to  walk  down  the  14th  Street  exit. 

JM:    You  walked  off  the  14th  Street  exit? 

NM:  Yeah. 

JM:    At  that  point,  was  there  anybody  else  walking  down  with  you?  From 
surroundings? 

NM:    There  were  no  cars,  no  people  on  that  area,  nobody  around. 

JM:    Again,  could  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

NM:    It  was  swerving  from  side  to  side. 

JM:    Would  you  say  it  was  swerving  enough  that  it  was  occupying  more  than  one 
lane? 

NM:  Yes. 
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JM:    What  was  your  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  collapsing 
or  falling? 

NM:    I  could  see  the  road  ahead  of  me  moving.    It  was  ...  it  looked  like  it  was 
crumbl ing. 

JM:    Could  you  describe  how  the  roadway  was  moving?  Was  it  moving  up  and  down, 
or  side  to  side,  backwards  and  forwards? 

NM:    It  was  moving  from  side  to  side,  so  it  looked  like  it  was  crackling,  so  I 
would  say  moving  upward. 

JM:    You  think  it  was  moving  up  and  down?  Or  how  would  you  describe  that? 

NM:    Up  and  down.    It  was  crackling. 

JM:    What  was  that  duration  of  time  before  you  saw  the  roadway  moving,  until 
the  final  ...  until  it  just  collapsed  totally? 

NM:    It  was  behind  me,  'cause  when  we  flipped  forward,  we  landed  on  a  standing 
portion.   So,  I  can't  say  when  it  collapsed,  'cause  that's  when  I  flew 
forward. 

JM:    By  that  time  you  were  aware  that  an  earthquake  was  occurring,  the  car  was 
swerving  and  the  roadway  collapsed. 

NM:  It  was  collapsing. 

JM:  At  that  time  it  was  collapsing? 

NM:  Uh-huh. 

JM:  So,  it  was  a  matter  of  just  few  seconds? 

NM:  Seconds. 

JM:  I  guess  that  answers  this  question;  if  you  could  describe  the  motion  of 
the  freeway  structure  during  the  earthquake  ...  swaying,  rolling  ... 

NM:  Crackling. 

JM:    Crackling  would  be  your  best  description. 
NM:    Is  my  best  description.  Crumbling. 

JM:    Is  there  anything  else  that  you  could  add,        ,  that  would  help  us,  you 
think? 

NM:    Like  I  said,  there  were  no  cars,  no  people.   When  I  called  down  for  help, 
everything  behind  me  is  down.   It  was  all  falling  and  that's  where  firemen 
and  the  ...  I  saw  people  in  army  fatigues  looking  at  the  vehicles  that 
were  below. 
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JM:    So,  you  looked  behind  you  and  the  freeway  at  that  point  had  completely 
collapsed  down  to  the  street  surface  below? 

NM:    Well,  as  far  as  the  first  deck,  I  remember  looking  down.    I  went  to  the 
edge  and  I  looked  down,  and  that's  when  I  saw  the  fireman  and  the  army 
people  working. 

JM:    Did  you  see  vehicles  below  you  there? 

NM:    There  were  vehicles  placed  in  various  portions  of  that  part  that  fell. 

JM:    When  you  got  to  ...  got  down  off  of  the  14th  Street  exit,  did  you  go  to 
the  hospital  at  that  point? 

NM:    We  went  to  . . .  they  had  different  stations  set  up.   We  walked  down  a  few 
blocks,  I  can't  say  exactly  where,  I  could  if  I  saw  it. 

JM:    There  were  ambulances  at  these  stations? 

NM:    There  were  firemen  there,  and  an  ambulance  drove  up  and  they  were  treating 
people  at  that  corner. 

JM:  From  there  you  went  to  a  hospital?   By  ambulance? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:  Was  it  Providence  Hospital? 

NM:  Yes,  I  went  to  Providence  Hospital,  but  I  was  treated  at  Kaiser. 

JM:  Kaiser,  Oakland? 

NM:  Yes,  that's  where  I  have  my  medical  coverage. 

JM:  So,  you  initially  went  to  Providence,  then  you  were  transferred  to  Kaiser, 
Oakland? 

NM:  Right. 

JM:    On  the  same  day? 

NM:    I  asked  for  a  ride,  it  was  just  chaos;  there  were  no  phones,  there  were  no 
people  available,  no  taxis.   People  with  serious  injuries  were  being 
treated.  I  had  a  bump  on  the  head.   So,  if  I  wanted  to  have  waited  at 
Providence,  I  probably  could  have,  but  at  that  point  I  thought  I  would  be 
better  to  go  to  Kaiser. 

JM:    So,  you  went  to  Kaiser,  that  would  be  on  the  17th.? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:    Did  you  stay  there  overnight,  or  were  you  released? 
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NM:  No,  I  was  released. 

JM:  Then  you  came  on  home? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:  Was  the  driver  of  this  vehicle  wearing  a  restraint  system  as  well? 

NM:  Yes. 

JM:  I  think  that's  about  all  that  I  have,  unless  you  want  to  add  anything  that 
might  be  helpful  to  us. 

NM:  No. 

JM:  I'll  conclude  the  interview  then  at  7:36  P.M.   Thank  You. 
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D-2,                  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 
November  14,  1989,  at  approximately  1515  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 
the                                                                        The  statement  was  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:  Investiqator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
AM: 

PW: 

could  you  say  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name  please? 

AM: 

Last  name  is 

PW: 

Where  are  you  living  at  right  now, 

AM: 

PW: 

Your  phone  number  there? 

AM: 

PW: 

Do  you  know  your  social  security  number? 

AM: 

It's  number  is 

PW: 

You  were  travelling  southbound  on  Interstate  880  at  the  time  of  the 
earthquake? 

AM: 

Yes. 

PW: 

Do  you  travel  this  road  often? 

AM: 

Well,  yes.   My  office  is  located  in  Oakland,  Embarcadero  West.   That's  why 
I'm  driving  every  morning,  and  every  evening  and  just  commute.   Yes,  so 
it's,  one  time  or  twice  a  day. 

PW: 

You  were  on  the  southbound,  the  top  deck  of  the  Cypress? 

AM: 

Yes. 

PW: 

Was  the  traffic  heavy  at  that  time? 

AM: 

No.    It's  like  traffic  looks  just  like  holiday.   Like  Sunday  morning  or 
Saturday,  early  in  the  morning.    It's  quite  few  traffic. 

PW: 

Do  you  know  what  lane  you  were  travelling? 

AM: 

Yes.    I'm  driving  ...  it's  just  the  right  hand  side. 

PW: 

The  slow  lane? 
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AM:  Yes.   Otherwise,  I  have  to  get  out  ...  I  mean  get  off,  the  Broadway  exit. 
So,  that's  why  I  was  driving  at  right  hand  side. 

PW:  Do  you  know  how  fast  you  were  going  at  the  time? 

AN:  Well,  our  speed  is  around  60  I  think. 

PW:  How  about  the  other  vehicles? 

AM:  Well,  the  other  vehicles  are  almost  same  speed  as  I  was  driving. 

PW:  How  many  people  were  in  your  car? 

AM:  Including  me,  five  people. 

PW:  Who  was  sitting  in  the  right  front  seat? 

AM:  Right  front  seat  is 

PW:  Then  the  right  rear  seat  was  ... 

AM:  Yeah.  It's 

PW:  Then  the  rear  middle  seat? 

AM:  It's 

PW:  The  left  rear  seat  was  ... 
AM: 

PW:  All  your  passengers  are  back  in  Japan  right  now? 

AM:  Yes. 

PW:  Do  you  know  exactly  where  on  the  freeway  you  were  when  the  earthquake 
hit? 

AM:  Well,  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  think,  that  maybe  mile  or  mile  and  a  half  north 
of  Broadway  exit.  Yes. 

PW:  Do  you  remember  any  cars  around  you  at  the  time? 

AM:  Yes.   It's  a  ...  I  just  passed  the  two  trucks. 

PW:  The  big  trucks? 

AM:  Yes,  big  trucks,  like  container  ...  not  container,  is  just  a  how  do  you 
call  it?   It's  a  40'  .,. 

PW:  40  foot  tractor-trailer? 

AM:  Uh-huh,  and  two  trucks.   Just  as  I  passed  that  truck,  and  then  I  gotta 
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feel,  some  kind  of  shaky  ...  shaking  cars,  something  like  that. 

PW:    That's  the  first  thing  you  felt,  that  your  car  was  shaking? 

AM:    Yes.    I  thought  that  some  ...  wheel  putting  some  kind  of  how  do  you  call, 
it's  dents  or  something,  how  do  you  call?   It's  like  well  ...  I  don't  know 
in  English,  but  it  kind  of  dent  like  ... 

PW:    When  you  felt  the  car  shaking,  was  it  sideways  or  ... 

AM:    Yes,  sideways. 

PW:    Or  up  and  down? 

AM:    No,  that's  just  ...  just  sideways. 

PW:    Is  that  the  first  indication  something  was  wrong? 

AM:  Yes. 

PW:    Did  you  know  it  was  an  earthquake  at  that  time? 
AM:  No. 

PW:    What  did  you  do  when  you  felt  the  car  shaking? 

AM:    Well,  just  try  to  slow  down  and,  I  thought  ...  after  that,  I  thought  that 
it  was  flat  tire  or  something.  That's  why  I'm  trying  to  slow  down  and  try 
to  stop  the  car. 

PW:    You  were  still  in  the  far  right  hand  lane,  the  slow  lane? 

AM:    Yes  sir,  yes  sir. 

PW:    Were  there  any  cars  to  your  left? 

AM:    No,  I  don't  think  so.   At  that  time,  I  was  so  lucky  and  no  cars.  Just 
after  I  passed  the  truck,  no  cars  around  me. 

PW:    For  how  long  a  distance? 

AM:  Well,  maybe  I  think,  it's  a  hundred  feet.  Or  more  than  that  I  think. 
PW:  Do  you  recall  any  other  cars  in  front,  besides  the  trucks  you  passed? 
AM:  No. 

PW:    When  you  felt  the  shaking,  what  happened  next? 

AM:    Well,  it's  I  ...  I  didn't  remember,  but  I  think  I  heard  some  kind  of  noise 
like  a  "roar",  something  like  that,  like  engine  sounds  or  something  like 
that. 
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PW:    Were  they  in  front  or  behind? 
AM:    Up  front. 
PW:    Up  front? 

AM:    Then  it  start  ...  the  freeway  start  waving  like  it's  paper  ...  like  you 
waving  papers  like  this. 

PW:  You  saw  the  freeway  ... 

AM:  Yeah.   Freeway  is  waving  and  ... 

PW:  Sideways  or  up  and  down? 

AM:  I  think  it's  coming  sideways. 

PW:  Coming  towards  you  or  what? 

AM:  Well,  it's  like  ...  wave  like  this  and  moving  sideways. 

PW:  So,  it's  right  in  front  of  you? 

AM:  Yes. 

PW:  Did  you  feel  the  wave  motion? 

AM:  Yes.   I  think  it's  something  like  this.   It's  waving  like  that.   But  well, 
yes. 

PW:  You  indicate  with  your  hands  a  side  motion? 

AM:  Yes. 

PW:  Like  a  wave? 

AM:  Uh-huh. 

PW:  When  that  happened,  did  you  see  anything  else  happen? 

AM:    No.   I  don't  remember,  just  ...  I  didn't  remember  after  freeway  start  to 
waving. 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  other  cars  in  front,  what  they  were  doing? 
AM:    Only  I  could  see  just  freeway  at  that  time. 

PW:    Then  where  did  you  come  to  a  stop?  Was  it  close  to  an  off -ramp  or 
anything  like  that? 

AM:    Well,  it's  ...  I  think  it's  closest  to,  not  off-ramp.   It's,  how  do  you 
call  it,  intersections. 
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PW:    Do  you  know  what  intersection? 

AM:    I  think  it's  14. 

PW:    You  were  close  to  ... 

AM:    Yeah,  otherwise  we  are,  walk  on  the  freeways,  away  from  the  ...  I  mean 
freeway  ...  we  only  could  have  been,  I  mean,  we  get  out  ...  we  just  got 
out  from  14th  exit. 

PW:    What  about  the  other  cars  and  trucks  around  you?   Did  they  come  to  a  stop 
close  to  you,  or  ... 

AM:    Yes,  truck  is  what  ...  it's  just  a  turn  over.   One  truck  is  turned  over 
and  then  the  other  truck  is  just,  fell  off  from  the  freeway  until  he  hit 
bottom,  the  ground. 

PW:    You  didn't  see  him  go  over,  did  you? 

AM:    No,  I  couldn't  see  it.   Just  ...  I  didn't  have  enough  time  to  think  about 
that  aspect  either. 

PW:    But  you  saw  it  later? 

AM:    Yes.   Otherwise,  somebody  hurt  or  something,  we  were  trying  to  help. 

PW:    So,  you  just  slowed  down  and  stopped,  and  all  of  you  just  got  out  of  your 
car  then? 

AM:    Yes  sir. 

PW:    When  you  got  out  of  your  car,  what  did  you  see? 

AM:    Well,  car  is  ...  my  car  is  just  fine  ,  no  problem.   No  nothing.    I  didn't 
hit  any  where.   So,  just  stopped  in  middle  of  freeway.   Car  is  fine. 

PW:    How  did  you  people  get  down  from  the  freeway? 

AM:    Well,  we  are  waiting  almost  20  minutes  ...  so  I  think  it's  20  minutes  on 
that,  around  my  car.    I  think  it  is  Highway  Patrolman  came  over.   Then  he 
point  to  the  get  out,  points  to  the  way  to  the  get  out.  Yeah. 

PW:  You  and  your  passengers  were  not  hurt  at  all? 

AM:  No. 

PW:  Did  you  see  anybody  get  hurt  up  there  in  the  cars? 

AM:  Yeah,  one  pickup  truck,  white  pickup  ... 

PW:  Any  idea  what  make? 
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AM:    Well,  it's  old  pickup.   She's  shifted  left  hand  side  of  the  freeway  wall 
and  old  man  hit  the  chest  to  the  steering. 

PW:  That's  the  driver  of  the  pickup? 

AM:  Yes,  he  is  driver.   Then  he  is  bleeding  from  his  mouth. 

PW:  What  nationality  was  he,  the  old  man? 

AM:  I  think  he  is  Caucasian. 

PW:  Caucasian? 

AM:  Yeah. 

PW:  Anybody  else  hurt  or  trapped  in  their  cars  that  you  remember? 

AM:  No. 

PW:  The  people  that  got  hurt,  did  they  get  out  of  their  cars  OK? 

AM:    Well,  yes.   We  couldn't  do  anything  for  him  and  that's  why  we  waiting. 
Then  Highway  Patrol  came  over.   Then  he's  trying  to  help  him  ...  Highway 
Patrol  is  trying  to  help  that  old  man.  That's  why  we  are  ...  out  run  away 
from  there  at  that  point. 

PW:  As  far  as  I  know,  you  said  the  motion  of  the  freeway  in  front  was  like 
paper? 

AM:  Yes,  I  think  it  is  ...  I  think  it  is  like  this;  twisting  motion. 

PW:  Twisting  motion? 

AM:  Yes. 

PW:  How  many  times  did  you  see  that  go  back  and  forth,  or  ... 

AM:  Well,  I  don't  know.   Maybe  four  or  five  times,  I  think. 

PW:  You  think  that  many  times? 

AM:  Yes. 

PW:  It  all  go  in  one  direction? 

AM:  Yes,  was  just  like  this.   So  ... 

PW:  But  it  usually  starts  from  the  right  side  to  the  left,  or  from  the  left  to 
the  right? 

AM:    Well,  I  don't  remember. 

PW:    But  it  was  twisting  like  that? 
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AM:    Twisting,  yeah. 

PW:    Did  you  feel  any  other  motions  besides  the  twisting  side  motion? 
AM:  No. 

PW:    Did  it  stop  before  you  all  got  out  of  the  car?  Or  did  you  get  out  when  it 
was  still  moving? 

AM:    Well,  when  I  stop  the  car,  it's  movement  is  completely  stopped. 

PW:    Did  you  realize  the  freeway  was  falling  or  the  structure  was  falling? 

AM:    No.    I  didn't  know  until  I  got  out  the  car  and  then  take  a  look.  It's, 
freeway  is  complete  collapsed  and  on  that  lower  deck.   That's  I  saw  after 
earthquake. 

PW:    That  was  behind  you? 

AM:    Well,  it's  not  in  my  part.   Then  I'm  trying  to  help  ...  I'm  trying  to  ask 
to  someone  help  us.   Then  I  walked  to  the  side  of  the  freeway  and  then 
take  a  look.   Then  lower  deck  is  only  close  to  the  upper  deck.    It's  like 
sandwich. 

PW:    So,  your  portion  of  the  freeway  actually  collapsed? 
AM:  Yes. 

PW:    Did  you  feel  it  go  down? 

AM:    No,  nothing.   Just,  I  saw  that  freeway  is  just  waving. 
PW:    You  never  felt  it  go  down? 
AM:    No,  I  didn't  know  that. 

PW:    When  you  looked  over  the  side,  you  realized  that  it  had  collapsed? 
AM:    Yes  sir,  yeah. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  any  part  of  the  freeway  breaking  apart  besides  the  whole 
top  deck  coming  down? 

AM:  Yes. 

PW:  Did  you  notice  anything  breaking  first  before  the  side  motion? 

AM:  I  didn't  ...  I  couldn't  see  it.   Only  I  could  see,  only  front  part. 

PW:  How  far  in  front  did  you  see  the  motion? 

AM:  Maybe  from  here  to  that  fence.  The  block  ... 
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PW:    That  wall,  there? 

AM:    That  wall  there. 

PW:    That's  about  75  feet? 

AM:    Yes,  almost  like  that.   At  that  time,  all  I  can  see  of  the  freeway  ...  I 
couldn't  see  other  parts. 

PW:    You  say  you  only  saw  that  part  of  the  freeway?  Did  it  come  up  on  you  or 
something? 

AM:    No,  I  think  it's  start,  start  come  down.   That's  why  I  thought  ... 
something  like  ...  I  thought  ...  I'm  driving  a  flat,  part  of  a  flat 
freeway  but  when  I'm  driving,  this  freeway  is  just  coming,  it's  coming 
down  like  a  hill.   Then  I  think  it's,  I  saw,  little  mistake.   But  I 
thought  that  freeway  is,  some  part  is  making  light  car  like  this.  That 
part  is  coming  like  here,  but  when  I  stop  the  car,  that  is  the  straight 
part  of  the  freeway. 

PW:    You  indicated  with  your  hand  that  the  freeway  kind  of  moved  to  the  side? 
Out  in  a  curve? 

AM:    Well,  maybe  like  this.   Then  that's  why  ...  but  when  I  saw  the  pictures  in 
the  magazine  and  my  part  is  just  completely,  straight  flat,  straight 
portion.   But  I  thought  ...  at  that  time,  I  thought  I  was  driving,  maybe 
aspect  is  portion  of  a  curve  ... 

PW:    Portion  of  a  curve? 

AM:    Yeah,  but  it's  not.    It  wasn't,  yes. 

PW:    Do  you  remember  any  other  motion  at  this  point,  that  I  may  not  have  asked 
you  about? 

AM:    No.   Only  ...  only  I  remember  that  waving,  that's  all. 
PW:    You  don't  recall  the  structure  collapsing? 
AM:  No. 

PW:    Amazing.   I'm  glad  none  of  you  were  hurt.   Did  your  passengers  all  wear 
seatbelts? 

AM:  Yes. 

PW:    I  bet  they  have  quite  an  experience  to  bring  back  home. 

AM:    Yes.  After  they  came  back  to  Japan,  it's  ...  all  the  newspapers  and  also 
TV  ...  they  are  waiting  for  them.   One  of  ...  I  think  "*  is  on 

TV;  and  also  his  comment  in  a  newspaper  that  day  too. 

PW:    He's  a  businessman  from  Japan? 
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AM: 

Yes. 

PW: 

Do  you  need  glasses  to  drive? 

AM: 

No. 

PW: 

You  didn't  take  any  alcohol,  drugs  or  medication  or  ... 

AM: 

No  sir. 

PW: 

How  was  your  overall  health  at  that  time? 

AM: 

Oh,  at  that  time,  health  is  ...  I  mean,  I  was  very  healthy.   No  problem. 

PW: 

The  car  was  in  good  shape  and  all  that;  good  mechanical  condition? 

AM: 

Yes. 

PW: 

You  don't  remember  any  particular  person  that  really  helped  out  on  the 
freeway,  to  help  people? 

AM: 

No. 

PW: 

People  from  down  on  the  street  came  and  helped  people? 

AM: 

Nobody  couldn't  come  on  that  freeway.  Otherwise,  too  high,  and  only 
ladders  how  6,  7,  8  feet  ladders  never  reach  to  the  freeway.   So,  as  we 
were  talking  to  the  people  down  there,  that's  all. 

PW: 

When  you  came  to  a  stop  ...  let  me  ask  you  one  more.   Did  you  stop  in  the 
same  lane  that  you  were  travelling  in? 

AM: 

No.    I  was  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the  freeway,  so  ... 

PW: 

Did  you  turn  your  car  towards  ... 

AM: 

Well,  I  think  so  ...  little  bit.    I  think  it  stopped  the  third  lane  or 
middle  ...  maybe  the  third  or  second. 

PW: 

Where  you  were,  did  just  that  particular  section  collapse,  or  did  a  larger 
portion  of  freeway  went  down? 

AM: 

It's  larger  portion  of  freeway  collapsed  and  I  have  pictures  that  I  can 
maybe  show  you. 

PW: 

Yeah.  Well,  I  can  look  at  it.   Maybe  I'll  drop  by  your  office  tomorrow  and 
look  at  it.   Did  you  have  anything  else  to  add, 

AM: 

No. 

PW: 

I  really  thank  you  for  your  time.    I  think  the  information  will  definitely 
help  with  the  investigation. 
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AM:    You're  welcome,  sir. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  conclude  the  interview  at  1537  hours. 
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D-3,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092,  on 

November  1,  1989,  at  aoDroximately  1300  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 
the  residence  of  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is 

an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   Mr.  San 
Francisco,  acted  as  translator  for  the  interview.   The  following 

persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:   Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
GL: 

T:  Translator 

Each  question/remark  by  Investigator  Mitchell  is  translated  by  T  to  6L,  then 
GL's  response  is  translated  back  to  SM  by  T.   Only  the  Translator's  responses 
are  shown. 

SM:    If  you  just  want  to  tell  us  exactly  in  your  own  words  what  happened  from 
about  the  time  you  left  work,  and  just  relate  the  whole  thing  that 
happened  to  you. 

T:     He  said  that  about  4:30  he  got  off.   Then  he  go  in  the  8th  Street  101 
highway.   Then  go  in  the  Bay  Bridge.   Then  from  bridge  ...  almost  five 
o'clock.   He  crossed  the  Bay  Bridge  and  then  turned  on  to  the  highway 
880.   After  Bay  Bridge  and  going  highway  880  about  five  o'clock.   Then  he 
feel  that  something  ...  big  sounds  from  the  freeway  ...  he's  saying  maybe 
something  is  ...  the  buildings  fall  down.  There  is  a  big  sound.  Then  go 
over  the  center  and  then  go  into  the  second  again.   Then  he  feels  ...  the 
first  time  he  think  that  ...  he  didn't  think  about  the  earthquake.  He's 
thinking  that  the  freeway  is  fall  down.   He  didn't  think  of  the 
earthquake.   He's  saying  there  was  another  earthquake.   He  didn't  feel 
that  it  was  the  earthquake.   He  thinks  that  the  freeway  fell  down.  Then 
he  put  on  his  brake,  very  very  hard,  his  brake  and  then  the  cars  just 
stop.  Then  he  leave  the  car  and  get  outside,  he  thinks  that  maybe  the 
freeway  fall  down.   Not  the  earthquake.    In  front  he  saw  the  ...  in  front 
he  saw  the  cars  ...  Volvo  ...  he  saw  four  Japanese  guys.  Then  he,  because 
he  can't  speak  English,  and  the  Japanese  guy  can't  speak  English,  they 
didn't  know  what's  happening  at  all.   Later  he  saw  the  three,  two,  four 
American  guys  and  then  two  men  and  one  lady  and  one  kid.   They  talked  to 
him  about  the  earthquake.   Then  ...  highway  880  on  the  top.   Then  the  four 
American  guys  and  then       go  back  right  here  and  he  saw  this  car  almost 
like  this  way,  he  saw  the  old  man  in  the  car,  about  60  years  old.   But  the 
hair  ...  all  the  spores  are  right  here.   There  was  a  helmet  in  there.  The 
cuts  almost  like  this  and  further.  They  only  touch  the  car,  maybe  the 
car's  falling  down. 

SM:    He's  pointing  to  a  car  in  the  fast  lane  that's  just  south  of  West  Grand 
Street.   Its  pictured  in  the  aerial  photograph  and  it  looks  like  it's  just 
about  to  fall  off  the  edge.  Which  car  is  his?  This  car? 

T:     This  car.   This  car  is  blue  ...  this  is  a  Volvo  ...  he  saw  the  four 
Japanese  guys  in  the  car. 
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SM:    The  aerial  photograph  ...  directly  in  front  of  the  large  three  buildings 
with  the  white  roofs,  just  south  of  West  Grand,  there  are  three  autos. 
The  large  car  in  the  fast  lane  appears  to  be  just  at  the  very  edge,  the 
middle  car  is  car,  and  then  the  Volvo. 

T:     Volvo,  yeah. 

SM:    Which  color? 

T:     Green  car. 

SM:    Green  Volvo  740  in  front  of  Mr. 

T:     Then  he  saw  the  fire  truck  right  here.   Then  he  call  the  fireman  to  help 
with  this  guy  because  they  think  the  guy's  almost  dead. 

SM:    He  has  blood  on  his  face? 

T:     Yeah,  so  he  called,  he  saw  the  fire  cross  the  way  and  then  called  the 

fireman,  he  help  with  this  guy.   He  saw  the  policeman.   He  called  to  them, 
they  had  to  leave  the  highway  on  top.   He  said  that  the  policeman  called 
to  them,  they  had  help  with  this  old  man,  leave  the  car.   Then  they  had  to 
leave  the  freeway.   Then  they  crossed  highway  to  this  side. 

SM:    They  had  to  use  a  ladder  to  get  down,  or  they  walked  all  the  way? 

T:     Walked  down. 

SM:    With  the  help  of  the  fireman  and  the  policeman,  they  got  this  man  out  of 
the  car.   Did  you  carry  him  all  the  way,  or  how  did  they  get  him  down? 

T:  They  didn't  want  to  touch  the  car  because  the  car's  almost  through  there. 

SM:  So,  you  just  left  him  there? 

T:  Yeah. 

SM:  But  you  told  the  fireman  that  he  was  there? 

T:  Yeah,  right. 

SM:  Were  you  injured?  Were  you  hurt? 

T:  He  came  down  right  here. 

SM:  So,  at  about  18th  Street,  he  dropped  from  the  upper  deck  down  to  the  lower 
deck? 

T:     Yeah,  right. 

SM:    How  often  do  you  take  this  route? 
T:     Almost  everyday. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-zi 


SM:    Same  time,  about  five  o'clock? 

T:     Sometimes  at  two  thirty  to  get  over  right  here  and  sometimes  after  four 
thirty.   Usually  maybe  five  o'clock  on  the  bridge. 

SM:  So,  he  travelled  this  route,  at  about  five  o'clock,  a  lot? 

T:  Yeah. 

SM:  How  was  the  traffic  this  day  compared  to  how  it  normally  is? 

T:  Not  so  many  cars  on  the  freeway. 

SM:  Was  that  unusual?   Is  it  usually  more  crowded? 

T:  That  day,  that's  baseball,  so  not  so  many  cars  on  the  freeway. 

SM:    What  lane  was  he  travelling  in?  The  fast  lane  would  be  #1,  so  if  we  go  1, 
2,  3,  4,  which  lane  was  he? 

T:     Third  lane. 

SM:    Third  lane  over,  OK. 

T:     All  the  way. 

SM:    All  the  way?   How  fast  was  he  going? 

T:     He  says  fifty  miles,  because  there  was  a  truck  right  here  in  the  second 
lane.   About  fifty. 

SM:    About  fifty.   You  were  the  only  one  in  your  car?  No  passengers? 

T:     He,  himself. 

SM:    Does  he  remember  any  cars  driving  around  him,  what  the  other  cars  looked 
like,  driving  around  him,  before  the  earthquake  hit? 

T:  No. 

SM:    What  was  his  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong,  when  did  he  first 
think  something  was  kind  of  funny? 

T:     He  thinks  that,  first  thing,  he  thinks  that  freeway  is  not,  he  thinks  the 
freeway  fall  down. 

SM:    The  freeway  is  falling  down? 

T:  Yeah. 

SM:    What's  his  car  doing?  How  is  his  car  acting? 
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T:     The  car  is  up  and  down,  and  then  turn  around,  go  in  the  third  lane,  go  in 
the  second  lane,  go  in  the  third  lane. 

SM:    So,  he's  swerving  back  and  forth,  he's  being  thrown  to  the  left  and  then 
he's  bouncing  up  and  down? 

T:  Yeah. 

SM:    Is  he  bouncing  up  and  down  hard  enough  to  hit  his  head  on  the  roof?   Is  he 
hitting  any  part  of  his  body  on  the  car? 

T:     He  said  ...  right  here.   He  thinks  that's  OK. 

SM:    So,  he's  holding  on  tight  trying  to  control  the  car? 

T:  Yeah. 

SM:    Did  he  ...  then  he  mentioned  that  he  braked  sharply,  he  hit  the  brakes  and 
came  to  a  stop,  is  that  right? 

T:     He  can't  steer  the  car,  no  stop,  no  can  stop,  half  a  block. 

SM:    He  braked  and  stopped  the  car? 

T:  Urn-hum. 

T:     The  car's  still  OK. 

SM:    When  he  came  to  a  stop,  he  already  said  he  noticed  other  cars  around  him, 
was  it  a  Cadillac?  What  car  did  you  say  this  was,  an  American  ...  so 
there's  a  pick-up  truck  and  next  to  his  left,  in  the  fast  lane,  remember 
the  color? 

T:     He  remember 's  the  color  white  but  he  didn't  know  the  people  get  ...  Dodge 
or  ... 

SM:    It  was  a  white  pick-up  truck.   How  many  people  were  in  it? 
T:  One. 

SM:    Just  one  man?  Can  you  describe  that  man? 

T:     White  person. 

SM:    A  white  man.   Older,  young? 

T:     About  60  years  old,  an  old  man. 

SM:    This  is  the  one  that  had  head  injuries,  he  was  bleeding  on  the  head  and 
face? 

T:  Yeah. 
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SM:  How  about  the  people  that  are  in  front  of  you  in  the  Volvo? 

T:  Four,  four  guys. 

T:  He  said,  one  guy  he  kept  a  camcorder  right  here,  in  the  car. 

SM:  He  was  video  taping  it? 

T:  Yeah,  he  just  take  a  few  pictures. 

SM:  He  was  taking  pictures  of  ... 

T:  Yeah. 

SM:  That  ought  to  be  interesting  to  look  at.   Was  this  the  Japanese  man  that 
was  in  here,  in  the  Volvo? 

T:  Yeah. 

SM:  The  three  others,  also  Japanese? 

T:  All  Japanese. 

SM:  Did  they  all  get  out  of  the  car?  Were  they  able  to  get  out  of  their  car? 

T:  Almost  the  same  time  they  leave  the  car. 

SM:  They  all  got  out?   He  didn't  need  any  help  getting  out  of  his  car,  the 
doors  opened  all  right? 

T:  Easy. 

SM:    When  he  was  outside  the  car,  does  he  remember  looking  down  the  freeway  and 
seeing  anything  unusual?  Did  he  see  it  fall,  or  did  he  see  it  sway  back 
and  forth,  or  did  he  see  anything? 

T:  He  said  that  when  they  left  the  car  he  saw  nothing,  but  what  happened 
inside. 

SM:  Was  he  injured  or  hurt  at  all? 

T:  Little  bit,  yeah. 

SM:  Can  he  describe  those  injuries  for  me? 

T:  He  not  so  sure. 

SM:  Did  his  head  hurt,  or  did  his  back  hurt,  or  what  part  of  his  body  hurt? 

T:  He  says  is  OK. 

SM:  The  belt  was  on? 
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T: 

Right. 

SM: 

How  about  the  Japanese  people,  did  any  of  them  look  like  they  were  hurt? 

T: 

No,  nothing. 

SM: 

So.  iust  the  man  in  the  oick-uD  truck  aooeared  to  be  hurt? 

T: 

Yeah.   He  saw  the  nine  persons,  and  they  go  this  side  and  he  saw  the  one 
guy  that  come  from  up  the  road. 

SM: 

So,  there  was  another  man  that  had  come  from  further  up  the  road  that  was 
wal kina? 

VI  W  ■  IX  1  1  1  J  ♦ 

T: 

Yeah,  he  said  4,      ,  4  Japanese  guys,  that's  nine.   They  all  left  the 
freeway  right  here. 

SM: 

So,       ,  and  the  four  Japanese,  and  then  four  other  people  from  up  the 

freewav  all  wal Itpri  down  to  thp  bottom  dpek  at  about  18th  ^trppt  anH  not 

■  1  CCnuJ    Oil     flu  1  NCU    UWTVR  1               Wllw    \J\J  V  Will    UCLI\    Q  V    QUUU  b                      «J  w  1  C  w  U    CM  IU    Uv  U 

off  the  freeway? 

T. 

1  • 

Yeah 
■  can  . 

SM: 

Did  hp  "fppl   thp  ffPAWav  pnr^  hact  anH  fnr'th  nr  uac  i+    liiet   knunrinn  nn  an/1 
wiu  lie   icei    cue   i  i  ccwajr   i  ulk  uclck  aim   I  ui  til  Ui    nob  H  Juat  QOUliCiny  Up  and 

down? 

T: 

Just  ud  and  down. 

SM: 

Just  UD  and  down.     AftPr  hp  OOt  O'f'f  thp  froouav    whan  ho  nnt  Hrtum     Hi  /I  ho 
**k           wwtiii*     ni  i>ci    iic  yuu  ui  i    nic   iiccnajr,  wilcil  Me  (|UL  QOWn,   U1Q  lie 

go  to  see  a  doctor  or  did  he  go  to  a  hospital,  anything? 

T: 

He  said  nothing  ...  he  figures  he's  OK. 

SM: 

How  did  he  get  home? 

T: 

Walking. 

SM: 

He  walked  all  the  way? 

T: 

Yeah,  twenty-five  minutes. 

SM: 

That's  a  long  walk.   Ask  him  if  he  saw  anybody  that  he  thinks  would  be  a 
hero,  out  there.   Did  he  see  anybody  rescue  other  people?  Did  he  see 
anybody  what  you  would  think  as  a  hero7   Somebodv  hpininn  nthor  normia 

T: 

When  he  left  the  freeway,  the  policeman  told  them  that  thpv  had  to  loavo 
had  to  go  on  the  other  side,  and  then  they  just  go  home. 

SM: 

You  got  your  truck  back  and  you  have  it  in  the  body  shop  now,  right? 

T: 

Yeah,  the  body  shop  right  now. 

SM: 

We  are  concluding  the  interview,  its  about  1330  hours. 
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D-4,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville,  #10290, 

on  October  31,  1989,  at  approximately  1555  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
at  San  Jose  Hospital.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
CS: 

Your  birthdate  is  11/11/24? 
Right. 

Your  address  is 
Right. 

is  that  your  phone  number? 


JM 
CS 
JM 
CS 
JM 
CS 
JM 

CS 
JM 
CS 

JM 
CS 
JM 


Your  driver's  license  number,  we've  got  that.  What  kind  of  a  vehicle  was 
it  you  were  you  in? 

A  '67  F-100  Ford  pickup. 

The  color? 

White.  With  a,  well  it  didn't  have  a  camper  shell  on  it  when  you  saw  it, 
but  it  did  before  that. 

Who  was  in  the  car  with  you? 

Just  me. 

Just  you.    If  you  could  really  give  me  a  summary,  tell  me  in  your  own 
words  what  it  is  you  remember  about  the  incident 


CS:    I  was  coming  south  on  80.   I  got  on  at  the  Ashby  on-ramp  from  Berkeley.  I 
work  in  Berkeley,  and  I  was  heading  south.    I  went  into  the  maze,  I  guess 
you  call  it,  and  coming  out  the  other  side,  you  end  up  in  the  number  2 
lane  and  I  usually  stay  in  the  number  2  lane.    I  just  kept  ...  I  don't 
really  know  how  far  along  the  number  2  lane  goes  along  there'.   The  first 
thing,  a  truck  went  by  me  and  you  know  how  big  trucks  go  by  you  ...  the 
just,  sometimes  depending  on  how  they  are  built,  they  give  you  a  little 
push  with  the  wind.   So,  it  was  nothing,  and  then  she  started  rocking  like 
the  devil  and  I  knew  right  away  what  it  was.    I  knew  it  was  an 
earthquake.   Then  I  could  see  the  roadway.   I  was  on  the  upper  deck,  I 
could  see  the  upper  deck  just  undulating  like  that,  and  then  pieces 
started  to  fall,  falling  down.   Then,  it  was  like  driving  inside  a  washing 
machine.   That  is  exactly  what  it  was  like.    I  knew  for  sure  that  I  was 
going  to  die.   So,  I  was  just  hoping  that  one  of  those  big  cement  things 


L. 
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would  drop  on  my  head  and  do  a  good  job  of  it  in  a  hurry.   The  next  thing 
I  know,  the  big  bump  and  everything  is  quiet,  as  quiet  as  can  be.  You 
could  hear  a  pin  drop  from  San  Francisco,  I  think.  That  was  it. 

JM:    I  need  to  have  you  elaborate  on  a  few  of  those  things  and  some  of  the 

questions  you  have  already  answered,  but  I  will  go  over  them  on  this  here 
so  we  can  get  everything.   How  often  do  you  travel  on  that  section  of 
freeway  there? 

CS:    I  work  in  Berkeley. 

JM:    So,  twice  a  day  you  are  commuting  up  and  down? 
CS:  Yes. 

JM:    You  were  travelling  south,  back  home  to  San  Jose? 
CS:    I  was  going  home,  yeah. 
JM:    How  heavy  was  the  traffic? 
CS:    Very  light. 

JM:    Very  light.   It's  never  like  that  is  it  at  that  time? 
CS:    Very  seldom. 

JM:    Do  you  come  through  that  same  time  everyday. 

CS:    I  go  through  about  that  same  time  everyday  and  I  say  between  the  stretch, 
I  don't  know  where  it  is,  well  let's  say  roughly  when  you  get  on  it,  it's 
about  14th  Street  or  is  it  Broadway?  Broadway.   The  Broadway  Exit  is 
first.  That  is  the  one  you  can't  get  off  at  because  there  is  too  much 
traffic  coming  off  the  Bay  Bridge.   Between  there  and  wherever  it  turns  a 
little  bit,  I  don't  remember  where  it  is  exactly.   That  is  about  14th 
Street,  isn't  it? 

JM:  Yes. 

CS:    I'd  say  at  any  one  night  there  aren't  any  more  than  25  vehicles  in  that 
whole  section,  that  ain't  a  normal  night.   It  is  very  light  from  there 
until  it  starts  picking  up  again  where  990  comes  in. 

JM:  Just  past  the  Cypress. 

CS:  990  or  980? 

JM:  980. 

CS:  Yeah,  and  then  it  picks  up  again  just  past  the  Cypress. 

JM:  Where  you  come  around,  counting  from  the  left  you  would  be  in  the  ... 
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CS:    Number  2  lane. 
JM:    Number  3  isn't  it? 
CS:  No. 

JM:    From  the  left? 

CS:    When  you  count  from  the  ...  the  left  is  the  number  1  lane.    I  was  in  the 
number  2  lane. 

JM:    How  fast  were  you  going? 

CS:    At  that  point,  I'm  usually  doing  about  50  because  when  you  are  going  up 
onto,  making  the  transition,  the  traffic  is  usually  pretty  light  and  you 
are  watching  for  traffic  coming  off  the  Bay  Bridge  and  they  don't  know 
that  they  don't  have  to  merge.   So,  you  are  usually  doing  about  50,  so  I 
stay  in  that  second  lane  anyway,  because  sooner  or  later  I'm  doing  55  or 
60  and  then  I  just  stay  there  the  rest  of  the  way  home  in  that  lane.  I 
just  get  in  that  lane  and  I  stay  there  all  the  time.   Coming  and  going. 

JM:    You  already  said  you  were  alone  in  the  truck. 

CS:  Yeah. 

JM:    Where,  do  you  remember  the  distance  or  about  how  far  you  were  from  the 
nearest  cross  street  or  something  identifiable  from  up  there?   Could  you 
say  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  started? 

CS:    When  it  first  started,  I  just  passed  Broadway.   Just  passed  Broadway.  You 
know  where  Broadway  comes  off. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  other  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway 
near  you,  like  the  truck  that  went  by  you.   Do  you  remember  what  that  was? 

CS:    No.   He  was  immediately  by  me  and  then  the  road  started  ...  I  lost 

control.   So,  I  wasn't  paying  attention  at  that  point  at  what  was  around 
me,  because  I  thought  everybody  else  was  probably  having  the  same  problem 
I  was. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

CS:    It  was  losing  control  of  the  steering. 

JM:    What  did  you  do?  Did  you  slow  down,  did  you  change  lanes? 

CS:    I  stayed  right  where  I  usually  do  when  anything  happens.    I  try  to  stay 
right  where  the  hell  you  are.   Take  your  foot  off  the  gas.   To  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  I  took  my  foot  of  my  gas  and  tried  to  stay  there  and  let 
nature  do  the  rest. 

JM:    Did  you  notice  any  of  the  vehicles  around  you,  what  they  did?  Did  you 
seen  anything  at  all? 
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CS:    No  I  didn't.    I  was  to  absorbed,  I  guess  in  my  own. 

JM:    What  happened  after  the  earthquake?  Describe  your  vehicle  again,  did  you 
hit  anything? 

CS:    No,  I  didn't  hit  anything.    In  fact,  I  was  ...  I  could  turn  my  head  and  I 
could  see  people  down  on  the  street.   I  hollered  and  so  one  of  them  said, 
one  of  them  on  the  street  said,  "There  is  somebody  up  there."   So,  at 
least  I  wanted  them  to  know  that  there  was  somebody  there. 

JM:    Was  your  vehicle  right  near  the  edge,  or  had  you  gotten  out  of  your  car? 

CS:    I  was  about  ...  I  guess  I  was  about  5  feet  from  the  edge  there.   At  one 
time  or  another,  I  could  look  down  and  I  could  see  the  people  standing  on 
the  street.  Then  two  guys  showed  up,  I  think  they  were  people  that  live 
in  the  neighborhood,  because  they  had  no  type  of  uniform  or  no  type  of  any 
...  they  weren't  wearing  any  equipment.   So,  anyway,  these  fellows  came 
along  and  said  this  is  going  to  hurt,  but  we've  got  to  do  it  because  this 
whole  thing  is  going  down.   They  pulled  me  out  of  the  truck.   They  laid  me 
on  the  floor.  They  put  me  on  the  floor.   Perhaps,  I  don't  know  how  long 
it  was  after  that.    I  don't  know  how  long  I  was  there,  but  I  know  where  I 
was.   By  this  time,  once  the  noise  stopped,  then  you  could  hear  people 
screaming.   So,  that  was  the  worst  part.   Hearing  children.   So,  then  two 
firemen  came  along  and  said,  "We  are  going  to  get  you  out  of  here,  just 
hang  in  there."  Then  they  said  they  had  two  children  trapped  over  there. 
Then  they  went  over  to  release  the  two  children.   They  must  have  come 
right  back.  Thank  God  they  have  reasonably,  they  got  them  out  of  there 
pretty  well.   They  set  me  in  that  metal  basket,  and  the  fire  truck  ran  the 
ladder  up  to  the  freeway,  and  they  brought  me  over  in  the  basket  and  then 
they  slid  me  down  in  the  basket.   Like  so. 

JM:    So,  it  was  a  couple  of  citizens  that  got  you  out  and  the  firemen  got  you 
down . 

CS:    The  firemen  got  me  down.  Then  there  were  some  citizens  that  had  a  Jeep 
and  they  left  me  right  in  that  metal  basket  and  put  me  across  the  back  of 
the  Jeep.   They  were  trying  to  find  an  emergency  hospital  that  had 
everything  set  up  but  they  couldn't  find  it.   Nobody  seemed  to  know  where 
it  was.   Like  in  the  movies.   Then  one  thing,  we  drove  underneath  that 
structure.   Jesus.   Cars  will  never  drive  under  that  thing  again.  Anyway, 
so  what  the  hell.   Then  we  got  over  to  a  point  and  they  were  evaluating 
everybody,  like  who  had  priority  for  the  ambulance.   Then  I  got  over  to 
the  Providence  Hospital.  Then  you're  there  on  the  green,  then  they 
evaluate  you.   You  know  they  have  to  look  after  the  worst  first. 
Eventually,  I  got  into  a  bed. 

JM:    Specifically,  what  were  your  injuries? 

CS:    My  back  is  broken.    I've  got  compression  fractures  of  L-l  and  L-2.   L-2  is 
not  as  bad  as  L-l.   Then  there  is  another  one  that  is  damaged.   With  a 
little  damage  to  the  chord,  but  not  so  that  I  am  going  to  end  up  in  a 
chair. 
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JM:    Well,  that  is  good  news. 

CS:    You'd  better  believe  it.    I'm  lucky.    I'm  a  luck  son-of-a-gun.  You'd 
better  believe  it. 

JM:    Did  you  see  any  other  vehicles  that  were  stopped  around  you  when  this 
happened?  Did  you  notice  any  of  them?  Do  you  have  any  recollection  of 
what  or  who  might  have  been  there? 

CS:    No.   Because  I  was  lying  so  close  to  the  floor,  I  couldn't  see  anything. 
I  think  I  was  mostly  hollering  my  head  off,  because  it  hurt  like  hell. 

JM:    If  you  can,  again,  in  a  little  more  detail  for  me,  describe  the  motion  of 
your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake?  What  did  it  cause  your  truck  to  do? 

CS:    It  felt  as  if  it  were,  as  if  it  were  being  ...  the  truck  was  still  and  the 
road  was  moving  up  because  it  cracked.   They  said  that  the  differential 
was  cracked  and  underneath  was  all  cracked  and  yet  the  doors  opened.  When 
they  got  it  to  the  lot,  they  could  open  the  doors. 

JM:    That's  odd. 

CS:    It  just  felt  like  the  tires  were  all  torn  off. 
JM:    Was  it? 

CS:    It  was  like  it  was  a  dropping,  first  it  was  a  churning,  and  then  the 
dropping,  like  you  are  in  this  position. 

JM:    Did  it  make  your  car  swerve,  or  rock  back  and  forth,  or  just  a  real  sharp 
jolt? 

CS:    All  at  once.   No,  it  wasn't  a  sharp  jolt.   It  was  continuous.    It  lasted 
for  a  long  time. 

JM:  Yeah.    It  sure  did. 

CS:  It  lasted  for  a  long  time.   It  was  a  rock  and  roll. 

JM:  What  was  the  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  falling? 

CS:  I  saw  it.   Up  ahead. 

JM:  You  could  see  it  up  ahead  of  you? 

CS:  Up  ahead  of  me. 

JM:  How  did  it  fall?  Did  you  see  it  falling  in  waves,  or  ... 

CS:    It  fell  in  about,  from  what  I  could  see,  like  it  fell  in  about  half 
sections.   Say  the  freeway  is  30  feet  wide,  or  whatever  it  is,  it  was 
falling  like  this  15  foot  section  would  fall  but  this  15  foot  section 
beside  it  would  not  fall. 
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JM:    So,  you  are  talking  about  the  left  and  right  sides  of  the  freeway. 

CS:    Yeah,  the  flat  road,  forgetting  lanes.   It  was  as  if  the  freeway  was  in 
two  pieces,  like  two  roadbeds,  and  part  of  this  roadway  bed  would  be  down 
and  right  next  to  it  the  roadway  bed  would  not  be  down. 

JM:    Could  you  tell,  as  they  fell,  were  those  sections  coining  towards  you  or 
was  it  moving  away  from  you? 

CS:    They  were  coming  this  way.  They  were  dropping.   The  closest  part  of  the 
section  to  me. 

JM:    The  part  closest  to  you  would  drop  first? 

CS:    Would  drop  first. 

JM:    Could  you  tell  if  the  section  behind  it  on  further  would  drop  next  or  the 
one  closest  to  you?    Do  you  understand  that? 

CS:    It  was  undulating  and  it  looked  like  it  was  coming  towards  me.  The 
action. 

JM:    When  you  say  undulating,  is  it  an  up  and  down  waving  towards  you  or  side 
to  side  more? 

CS:    Up  and  down  and  side  to  side  all  at  the  same  time.   Both  directions  at  the 
same  time.    I  never  saw  anything  like  it  in  my  life. 

JM:  Probably  never  will  again. 

CS:  Hope  not. 

JM:  Do  you  wear  glasses? 

CS:  Just  for  reading. 

JM:  Do  you  know  what  your  vision  is  without  them? 

CS:  No,  I  really  don't. 

JM:  You  are  not  required  to  wear  them  when  you  drive? 

CS:  No. 

JM:  Were  you  taking  any  medication  or  drugs? 

CS:  No. 

JM:  Here  is  a  good  one.   Did  you  have  anything  to  drink? 

CS:  Drink,  no  I  haven't  drank  for  over  a  year. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  your  health,  before? 
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CS:    Well  before,  I  had  about  a  year  ago,  a  year  ago  February  or  so,  I  had  my 
annual  physical  for  work.   They  picked  up  I  had  Hepatitis.    I  don't  know 
where  the  hell  I  got  it,  but  I  was  taking  ...  they  put  me  on  this 
Prednozone.   Jesus,  when  he  told  me  about  all  the  side  effects.   Then  I 
was  taking  another  one,  INH,  that  is  for  Tuberculosis.    Like  TB  is  one  of 
the  side  effects  of  Prednozone.   Your  bones  fall  apart,  and  so  what  you  do 
is  every  six  weeks  or  so,  I  go  in  and  they  take  blood  and  they  check  the 
liver  count.    If  the  count  drops,  he  would  lower  the  dose  and  so  it  was 
down  to  the  point  where  I  was  down  1  mg.  every  other  day.   So,  I  told  him 
I  was  going  to  quit  taking  that  damn  stuff.   You'll  have  to  start  all  over 
again  if  anything  goes  wrong.    I  said,  "Yeah,  I  know"  so  I  quit  taking 
it.   That  was  just  about  a  couple  of  months  before  the  accident.   But  that 
was  one  of  the  things,  taking  this  Prednozone,  at  least  the  Hepatitis 
screws  up  your  liver.   You  can't,  in  fact,  I  even  asked  the  doctor  when 
would  I  be  able  to  have  a  glass  of  wine  with  my  meals.    I  like  wine  with 
my  meals  and  if  somebody  comes  over,  and  he  said  maybe  the  turn  of  the 
century.   So,  now  I  got  myself  some  nonalcoholic  beer  and  I'm  going  to  get 
myself  some  nonalcoholic  wine.   So,  I  don't  need  it. 

JM:    I  got  a  picture  here  and  maybe  we  can  kind  of  pinpoint.    I  think  with  your 
car,  we  can  tell  where  it  ended  up  anyway,  by  the  guys  that  took  it  off. 
Can  we  turn  this  light  on? 

CS:    See  that  string.   My  glasses  are,  well  maybe  I  don't  need  them,  or  maybe  I 
do.   Are  they  on  the  table? 

JM:    Let  me  see  here. 

CS:    I  guess  not,  it  doesn't  matter. 

JM:    We  can  try  it  without  them  and  see  if  we  can.   This  picture  was  taken  a 
day  or  two  after  the  freeway  collapsed.   You  were  coming  from  this 
direction.   Up  in  here  is  where  it  started.   You  made  it  down  to  here. 

CS:    So,  I  believe  that  approximately  somewhere  around  in,  well  I  would  be  over 
on  this  side.    I  believe  I  would  be  approximately  somewhere  in  here, 
wouldn't  I? 

JM:    Well,  if  you  had  been  coming  this  way. 

CS:    I  would  be  over  on  this  side. 

JM:    You  ended  up,  well  you  said  you  looked  over,  I  thought  you  looked  out  the 
left  and  you  could  see  people  down  ... 

CS:    That's  right,  I  did.   Out  the  left.   But  see  this  was,  this  second  deck 
was  leaning  down. 

JM:    In  pieces. 

CS:    It  was  leaning  down  in  pieces  and  ... 

JM:    Were  you  on  a  section  that  was  tilted,  or  where  it  was  totally  flat? 
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CS:    It  was  tilted.   Way  up  here  is  where  I  saw  the  piece  go  out.   That  must  be 
this  one  right  here. 

JM:  Well,  it  is  out  in  a  few  places. 

CS:  It  would  seem  that  I  was  somewhere. 

JM:  If  this  was  all  tilted,  you  would  have  been  down  on  the  left  side? 

CS:  Yeah.   I  would  have  been  on  the  left  side. 

JM:  I  wonder,  if  your  vehicle  could  have  been  here  or  back  here? 

CS:  It  is  a  white  Ford  pickup. 

JM:  So,  you  are  close  to  West  Grand.  The  Area  between  24th  and  West  Grand, 
maybe.   All  right.   How  long  are  they  going  to  have  you  here? 

CS:    Oh,  I  imagine,  they  are  saying  I'll  be  here  for  another  two  weeks.   When  I 
can  get  up  and  get  around,  I  won't  be  able  to  drive  very  lengthy,  and 
besides  I  don't  have  anything  to  drive  except  my  motorcycle. 

JM:    In  your  condition,  that  is  probably  not  a  good  idea.   Bouncing  up  and  down 
on  that. 

CS:    I  could  commute  on  the  bike,  but  it's  not  fun  anymore. 
JM:    Not  on  the  freeway. 

CS:  It  just  isn't  fun  anymore,  so  I  don't  do  it.  I  never  did  ride  in  the 
winter  when  it  was  wet.  But  it  isn't  fun.  There  is  not  any  sense  in 
riding  it. 

JM:    I  rode  for  a  while  with  the  Patrol.   It  is  fun  at  times. 

CS:    I  know,  CHP  when  I  first  got  a  machine  big  enough  to  go  on  the  freeway,  I 
asked  him  what  is  the  best  lane  to  ride  and  he  said  either  the  fast  lane 
or  the  slow  lane.   Get  there  and  stay  there.   Boy,  he  was  right.    I  see 
too  many  people  get  hit,  because  the  damn  fools  ride  between  the  cars. 

JM:    I  am  going  to  shut  the  tape  off.    I  have  4:18.   Let  me  shut  it  off. 

CS:  OK. 
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D-5,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  October  31,  1989,  at  approximately  1130  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  Mr.  residence  in  Hayward.   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investiqator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
RD: 

JM:    Can  you  give  us  a  summary  of  the  incident,  what  happened  on  the  17th? 

RD:    More  or  less,  I  was  through  for  the  day  with  my  pickup,  and  I  was  leaving 
the  Berkeley- Emeryville  area.    I  just  got  onto  880  split  there,  the  split 
to  80/880.    I  was  southbound  on  the  top  deck,  and  shoot,  I  ...  all  of  a 
sudden  that  whole  top  span  just  started  moving  sideways,  up  and  down.  I 
saw  the  road  buckling  and  I  grabbed  my  steering  wheel.    It  happened  so 
fast  and  I  hit  one  of  the  buckles  of  the  slab  and  I  got  shot  upward  and 
then  I  came  back  down.   As  soon  as  I  came  back  down,  the  whole  highway 
felt  like  it  just  collapsed  on  the  left  side  which  forced  my  truck 
immediately  towards  the  guard  rail  on  the  left.    I  didn't  have  any  chance 
to  do  anything  except  ...  I  saw  the  guard  rail  and  I  knew  right  away  at 
the  speed  I  was  going,  that  I  was  going  to  go  through  the  guard  rail  with 
the  weight  I  had  in  the  trailer.    I  just  thought  of  a  way  I  could  save  my 
life,  and  I  believe  in  seatbelts,  believe  me,  but  I  didn't  think  I  was 
going  to  survive  in  my  seat.   I  unbuckled  my  safety  belt  and  laid  down  on 
the  floor  with  my  head  towards  the  passenger  side,  and  I  felt  the  truck 
break  through  the  guard  rail,  and  I  knew  I  was  airborne.   I  didn't  feel 
anything.   I  felt  myself  going  down  and  I  was  just  waiting  for  that  last 
impact.   Shoot,  I  just  yelled  in  my  truck,  "God  help  me."   I  didn't  really 
know  if  I  was  going  to  survive  or  not,  but  that  last  impact,  I  will  never 
forget  that.    It  was  an  impact  like  I  have  never  felt  anything  like  that 
in  my  life.   Then  I  removed  my  hands  from  my  eyes,  because  I  had  covered 
my  eyes  like  this.    I  removed  my  arm  and  opened  my  eyes  and  I  couldn't 
believe  that  I  was  alive.    I  was  staring  at  my  driver's  side  window  and  I 
knew  that  I  had  flammables  in  my  truck.    I  didn't  know  if  my  truck  was  on 
fire  at  the  time  or  what.   I  slowly  tried  to  see  if  I  could  move  and  I  was 
able  to  move,  and  I  crawled  up  over  my  steering  wheel  and  out  my  driver's 
side  door.   Then  I  noticed  a  car  right  in  front  of  my  truck,  that  my  truck 
slammed  into.    I  peeked  to  see  if  anyone  was  in  it  and  no  one  was  in  it 
thank  God,  because  it  caught  it  right  at  the  driver's  side  door.   I  came 
down  on  the  oncoming  traffic  side  of  Cypress,  which  is  the  east  side.  A 
woman  started  coming  towards  me  and  I  just  told  her  to  just  back  off,  I 
had  flammables.   So,  she  just  stayed  right  there  at  the  sidewalk  area  and 
I  just  kind  of  limped  with  ...  forward  to  the  sidewalk.   I  knew  that  I  had 
took  a  real  hard  fall.    I  started  to  spit  to  see  if  I  had  any  blood  in  my 
...  she  told  me  she  was  a  nurse  and  going  on  her  way  to  Merritt  Hospital 
and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  a  ride.   I  was  laying  on  my  back,  and  I  started 
looking  at  the  overpass.    I  mean  it  was  just  unbelievable  what  it  did. 
What  the  damage  did.   Then  I  noticed  a  Budget  Rental  truck  that  was  behind 
my  trailer  maybe  50  feet,  and  I  asked  her  to  help  me  over  to  the  truck. 
So,  she  helped  me  and  we  walked  to  the  truck.   The  driver  had  a  bobtail, 
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and  he  came  down  nose  first  so  it  kind  of  accordioned  his  whole  cab  and  he 
was  pinned.   His  head  was  up  against  the  dash  and  his  one  arm  was  kind  of 
by  his  head.    I  just  kind  of  felt  for  a  pulse,  and  I  didn't  think  that  the 
man  could  have  survived  that.   I  didn't  feel  no  pulse,  or  anything.  I 
started  to  feel  kind  of  weak  and  I  told  the  woman  that  I  was  ready  to  go 
to  the  hospital.   So,  she  brought  me  in  her  own  personal  vehicle  to  the 
emergency.   When  I  got  there  I  started  seeing  them  laying  mattresses  and 
things  outside.   Then  I  was  in  ICU  for  one  day,  and  then  they  put  me  in  my 
room  the  next  morning.   Then  I  got  released  the  second  day. 

JM:    I  think  you  were  about  on  your  way  to  the  hospital  is  where  you  were 
describing. 

RD:    Right.   They  more  or  less  took  a  lot  of  tests  and  a  whole  lot  of  X-rays 
and  put  me  through  a  CAT-Scan.  That  is  when  they  told  me  what  was  wrong 
with  me.  They  said  it  doesn't  look  like  I  will  have  permanent  injuries. 
The  intern  said  that,  of  course,  it  is  kind  of  early  to  tell,  but  he 
doesn't  think  so. 


JM:    There  are  some  specific  questions  on  this  sheet,  if  I  can  go  through  them 
with  you.   A  lot  of  them  you  have  already  answered  from  what  you  have 
said.   How  often  do  you  travel  that  portion  of  the  freeway? 

RD:  Everyday. 

JM:    Everyday.   Once  a  day  or  twice  a  day? 
RD:    Sometimes  four  to  six  times  a  day. 

JM:    You  were  travelling  southbound?  How  heavy  was  the  traffic.   How  would  you 
describe  it? 

RD:    Well,  to  be  honest,  it  looked  kind  of  the  traffic  was  kind  of  light.  As 
soon  as  I  got  to  the  split,  it  was  kind  of  light  going  southbound,  it 
didn't  appear  to  me  like  there  was  that  many  cars. 

JM:  Which  lane  were  you  in? 

RD:  I  was  in  the  second  lane. 

JM:  The  second  lane? 

RD:  Right. 

JM:  Counting  from  the  left  or  counting  from  the  right? 

RD:  Counting  from  the  right. 

JM:  What  was  your  speed? 

RD:  56. 

JM:  You  were  alone  in  the  vehicle? 
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RD:    I  was  alone. 

JM:    Do  you  know,  do  you  remember  about  what  cross  street  you  would  have  been 
at  when  the  earthquake  first  ...  when  you  first  noticed? 

RD:  Cypress. 

JM:    Right  at  Cypress. 

RD:    Excuse  me,  I  mean  West  Grand.   I  was  right  on  top  of  West  Grand  when  it 
hit  and  it  took  maybe  a  quarter  block  just  to  when  the  freeway  went  like 
this? 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  other  vehicles  that  were  up  there  with 
you  besides  the  ...  you  mentioned  the  Budget  truck. 

RD:    Yeah.   Cars  just  went  all  over  the  place.    It  looked  like  everybody  just 
lost  total  control  of  their  vehicles.   They  were  just  going  all  over. 

JM:    Specifically,  though  as  far  as  the  vehicles  went,  you  just  remember  the 
Budget  truck?  Do  you  remember  others? 

RD:    When  that  earthquake  hit,  I  was  on  top  of  that  span  maybe,  shoot,  just  a 
few  seconds,  it  happened  so  quick.   I  didn't  really  know  what  forced  my 
truck  to  the  left,  until  after  I  was  down  I  could  see  the  top  deck  was  at 
an  angle  and  it  collapsed  on  the  east  side. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  something  was  wrong?  What  was  the  first 
thing  you  noticed? 

RD:    Well,  it  looked  like  all  of  a  sudden,  you  know  when  you  are  driving,  you 
are  looking  forward.   It  looked  like  somebody  had  a  blanket  and  went  like 
that  with  the  blanket  and  it  was  ripped. 

JM:    What  did  you  do?  Did  you  brake  or  change  lanes? 

RD:    No,  I  started  to  put  on  my  trailer  brake,  as  soon  as  I,  because,  I  knew  it 
was  an  earthquake  right  away  because,  kind  of  what  got  me  to  feel  that  way 
was  one  of  our  drivers  was  down  south  in  San  Jose  got  on  the  company  radio 
and  said  what  happened  was  a  major  earthquake.   Another  one  of  our 
drivers,  the  other  truck  that  was  jackknifed  into  the  east  side  thing,  he 
got  on  the  radio  and  told  them  not  to  be  bull -shitting,  or  something  like 
that.  That  is  right  there  and  then,  before  he  even  got  to  tell  him  that, 
that  is  when  it  hit.   It  just  happened. 

JM:    What's  his  name? 

RD: 


JM 
RD 


Right, 
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JM:    That  is  when  your  vehicle  changed  lanes? 

RD:    It  just  threw  me  clear  across  that  freeway  to  the  left. 

JM:    Your  vehicle  came  to  rest  down  on  Cypress.   Do  you  remember  the  cross 
street  right  there? 

RD:    Well,  West  Grand  and  1-880  like  this,  I  would  say  maybe  a  quarter  of  a 
block  from  the  corner  of  West  Grand. 

JM:    Just  after  you  had  gone  by  West  Grand? 

RD:    Right.   Because  the  woman's  car  was  parked  right  on  West  Grand  right  by 
the  corner.    It  was  only  like  from  here  to  the  corner  here,  the  distance. 

JM:    You  said  already  that  you  got  yourself  out  of  the  vehicle? 

RD:  Yes. 

JM:    Could  you  give  me  some  specific  injuries  that  you  had?  Can  you 
specifically  describe  them? 

RD:    At  that  time  or  ... 

JM:    Well  the  injuries  you  sustained  when  you  were  in  the  crash? 

RD:    My  arm  was  over  my  eyes  like  this  so  I  had  a  lot  of  cuts  up  and  down  my 
arm  which  weren't  real  deep  there  as  ...  just  glass  flying  around  and  the 
back  of  my  head  had  a  cut  of  about  2  inches.   I  tried  to  lay  flat  on  the 
floor.   It  wasn't  a  deep  cut  either.   It  didn't  need  any  stitches.  Then 
my  back  spine,  my  spine  is  very  sore  in  one  certain  spot  it  really  feels 
like  there  is,  like  it  is  kind  of  damaged.   They  never  took  an  X-ray  shot 
of  me  this  way.   They  took  X-rays  of  me  laying  down. 

JM:    Straight  on? 

RD:    Then  sideways.  They  never  took  the  back  because  I  couldn't  stand  at  the 
time.  Then  my  rib  cage  on  each  side,  on  both  sides,  almost  feel  like  I 
have  a  fractured  rib.   Maybe  on  even  both  sides,  but  I  don't  know  if  I 
do.   They  didn't  really  say,  but  they  are  real  sore.   Real  deep  down  in  my 
body,  around  my  kidney  area  hurts.  Also,  especially  on  my  left  side, 
which  are  the  two  things  that  kind  of  worry  me  because  that  pain  hasn't 
eased  in  five  days.    I  feel  much  better  than  when  I  was  first  in  the 
hospital.   After  I  got  out  after  the  first  couple  of  days.   I  feel  much 
better,  but  there  is  a  pain  inside  of  my  body  that  hasn't  eased  up  with 
the  past  five  days. 

JM:    The  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake,  did  you  feel  anything 
before  it  veered  off  there? 

RD:    It  was  like  it  picked  my  truck  up.  The  whole  thing  was,  I  mean,  it  was 
not  just  going  like  this,  but  it  did  this  number  too. 
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I  ; 

JM:    Besides  up  and  down,  it  was  from  side  to  side? 

RD:    Side  to  side.    I  could  do  my  whole  truck  around  in  that  lane  trying  to 
control  and  try  to  slow  down  until  I  hit  the  buckle.   Then,  I  lost 
complete  control  and  when  I  came  down  and  there  it  was.    It  just  pulled  me 
to  the  left. 

JM:    Did  you  notice  at  that  time  that  the  freeway  had  fallen,  or  was  it 
afterwards  when  you  looked  back  up  and  saw  what  happened? 

RD:    I  kind  of  felt  it  going  at  an  angle.    I  didn't  know  why  it  was  at  an 
angle,  until  I  was  down.   Then,  I  saw  the  pillars  on  the  east  side  were 
completely  broke,  and  it  was  like  resting  onto  the  bottom  deck. 

JM:    Once  again,  you  have  already  done  it  a  little  bit,  but  can  you  describe 
the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the  earthquake?  Which  way  was 
it  going? 

RD:    It  was  going  like  a  wave. 

JM:    It  was  rolling  in  waves?  Was  that  towards  you,  or  away  from  you,  or  could 
you  tel 1 . 

RD:    I  guess  it  would  be  towards  me.   Then  it  was  also  doing  this  number  here. 

JM:    Pitching  from  side  to  side? 

RD:    A  good  two  feet.   The  motion  was  ... 

JM:    Did  it  give  you  the  feeling  of  a  kind  of  slow  back  and  forth  or  was  it 
rocking  back  and  forth  very  rapidly? 

RD:    It  went  pretty  fast.    It  was  going  pretty  fast.    I've  been  driving  a  rig 
for  fourteen  years  and  I  have  had  blowouts  on  my  drivers,  on  my  driver's 
trailers  tandems,  and  steering  axle,  and  it  was  nothing  like  that.   A  lot 
of  people  in  cars  that  I  spoke  to,  friends  that  were  on  the  road,  said, 
"God  we  thought  we  had  a  flat  tire."   But  when  I  have  a  flat  tire,  I  know 
I  have  a  flat  tire  on  the  rig,  and  that  wasn't  even  like  a  flat  tire. 

JM:  Do  you  wear  glasses? 

RD:  No. 

JM:  Were  you  taking  any  medication  or  drugs  at  the  time? 

RD:  No. 

JM:  Had  you  been  drinking  at  all  that  day? 

I    RD:  No. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  your  health  before? 
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RD:    I  am  in  perfect  health.   I  am  a  hard  worker  and  I'm  in  excellent  health. 
I  don't  drink.    I  might  average  one  can  of  beer  in  two  maybe  three  weeks. 

JM:    We  have  here  a  medical  release  form,  if  you  would  like  to  sign  it  so  we 
can  get  your  medical  records  and  get  them  for  the  report.   Release  them 
from  Peralta,  get  you  to  sign  that  and  you  can  read  it  here  and  sign  it, 
if  you  like,  to  release  your  medical  records.   We  want  to  include  them 
from  Providence  Hospital  ...  the  31st.   Now  basically,  it  is  your  turn. 
Do  you  have  any  questions  at  all  that  you  would  like  answered  maybe? 


RD:    How  many  cars  were  up  there  on  top? 

JM:    Not  too  many.    I  don't  have  the  total  number,  here. 

RD:    It  was  pretty  light.   You  know  what  I  was  afraid  of,  is  like  I  travel,  my 
route  is  local  now  and  I  used  to  drive  line.   I  was  down  in  Commerce  when 
that  Whittier  quake  hit  and  so  I  was  pretty  much  aware  of  what  the  traffic 
was  like  on  the  lower  deck.   Shoot,  that  was  bumper  to  bumper. 

JM:    Normally  it  is. 

RD:    A  lot  of  those  people  were  up  there  at  the  game  or  wherever. 
JM:    At  the  game  or  left  early  to  avoid  the  traffic. 

RD:    When  they  first  started  talking,  like  maybe  there  might  be  50  cars,  I  was 
thinking,  I  was  looking  at  300  cars. 

JM:    We  will  go  ahead  and  shut  off  the  tape  now,  it  is  12:00  and  it  is  October 
31. 
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D-6,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  21,  1989.  at  approximately  1445  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  .   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investiqator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
MS: 

SM:    If  you'd  just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  what  happened? 

MS:    Well,  on  the  17th  of  October,  1989,  I  was  southbound  on  the  Cypress 

Structure  at  approximately  Grand  Avenue,  or  a  bit  before  Grand  Avenue.  I 
was  on  my  way  home  from  my  last  stop  at  Benicia.   I  was  pulling  an  empty 
27-foot  trailer,  a  van  trailer,  with  a  Class  5  tractor.    I  was  ...  I  had 
just  tuned  in  the  World  Series  game  that  had  started,  or  was  about  to 
start.    I  was  paying  attention  to  traffic,  traffic  was  fairly  light.  I 
had  moved  from  the  right  lane  into  the  second  to  right  lane,  because  I 
knew  the  lane  was  going  to  end  at  Broadway  and  so  at  about  West  Grand  was 
when  the  earthquake  hit.    I  remember  the  road  shaking  violently,  but 
that's  the  last  I  remember.   Whether  I  hit  my  head  or  whether  I  blocked  it 
out,  I  don't  remember  what  happened.   Once  I  ...  I  don't  remember  crashing 
to  the  ground,  but  I  ended  up  dumped  off  the  Cypress  Structure  from  the 
top  level  down  to  West  Grand  Avenue,  which  is  where  the  first  rescue  crews 
got  to  me.   My  memory  of  what  went  on  after  that  was  in  and  out.   I  was  in 
severe  shock  and  severely  injured  so  that  my  thoughts  ...  I  recall  some 
things  and  then  had  some  things  recalled  by  rescue  crews  that  came  to 
visit  me  in  the  hospital,  of  which  I  remembered  saying  ...  but  it  didn't 
come  to  me  originally.    I  remembered  asking  somebody  what  the  hell 
happened  and  they  said,  "Just  a  major  earthquake,  man!".   The  first  people 
to  get  to  me  was  Allied  Ambulance  and  they  started  giving  me  an  IV, 
putting  an  IV  into  me.   Then  the  fire  and  rescue,  I  guess  it  was  House  51, 
Fire  Department  51,  and  Truck  8,  the  rescue  truck,  came  and  got  me  out.  I 
remember  them  using  the  Jaws  of  Life  to  try  to  break  open  the  truck. 
There  was  a  lot  of  plastic  inside  the  truck  and  I  remember  their  having 
difficulty  with  ...  every  time  they'd  spread  something  and  it  collapsed 
again  on  top  of  them  there.   They  were  having  a  real  difficult  time  trying 
to  get  me  out.    It  took  them  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours  to  get  me  out 
of  the  truck.   They  wound  up  taking  off  one  of  my  shoes  and  was  able  to 
slip  my  leg  out.   They  thought  I  had  lost  my  leg  because  I  was  dislocated 
...  I  had  a  dislocated  hip  and  a  fractured  kneecap  and  loss  of  nerve  to  my 
foot,  so  it  was  dropping.   They  just  thought  my  whole  leg  was  gone,  but 
they  were  ...  they  stabilized  me  and  got  me  in  triage  as  quickly  as 
possible.   Once  they  got  me  in  triage,  they  determined  that  ...  I  guess  it 
was  determined  that  I  was  the  only  one  available  for  transport  that  was 
serious  enough  or  stable  enough  to  go,  and  ...  Calstar  helicopter  was 
available  and  evacuated  me  to  John  Muir  Medical  Center,  for  reasons. that  I 
later  found  out,  they  were  the  only  trauma  center  with  a  heliport  at  the 
time.   So,  they  took  me  to  John  Muir  ...  much  to  my  happiness  because  I 
know  the  doctor  that  took  care  of  me,  I  knew  personally  so  that  was  kind 
of  neat.   Anyway,  as  far  as  the  accident  at  the  Cypress  Structure,  I 
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remember  going  in  and  out  of  consciousness  saying  "What  happened?".  They 
told  me  that  they,  ...  that  ...  would  pull  out  my  IV  and  it  was  just 
wanting  to  get  me  out  of  here,  "Get  me  out  of  here.   C'mon,  let's  do  it.", 
that  kind  of  a  statement.   But  that's  all  the  recollection  I  have  of  the 
accident  itself. 

SM:    So,  you  were  approximately  at  Grand  when  you  first  felt  the  earthquake 
start? 

MS:    It  had  to  be  right  before  that,  because  I  ended  up  on  West  Grand,  so  it 
was  a  little  bit  north  of  that  ...  southbound  direction,  a  little  bit 
north  of  West  Grand.   Because  I  ended  up,  they  told  me,  up  on  West  Grand. 

SM:    So,  you  were  in  the  #3  lane  at  that  time  because  you  had  just  moved  over 
from  one? 

MS:    I'm  trying  to  think  if  there  are  four  lanes  there.  Yeah. 
SM:    There  should  be  four. 

MS:    Yeah.   I  believe  there  are  four  lanes  there.    I  was  in  #4  and  moved  over 
to  #3.    I  was  moving  over  to  #3  as  I  recall. 

SM:    Do  you  travel  that  route  frequently? 

MS:    Very  frequently,  very  frequently.   I'm  very  familiar  with  the  route. 
SM:    How  was  the  traffic  on  that  day? 

MS:    That  day  it  seemed  fairly  light.  That  was  part  of  my  decision  to  go  that 
way,  because  I  remember  in  Benicia,  I  was  trying  to  determine  whether  I 
should  go  680  through  Walnut  Creek  and  down  to  580.   I  knew  580  goes  all 
the  way  through  now  and  had  no  back  up  problems,  so  my  only  consternation 
would  be  through  Walnut  Creek  to  680.   Then  I  thought  well,  I  got  to  match 
that  versus  the  80  through  Berkeley,  and  I  thought  since  the  ball  game  was 
starting  early,  that  most  traffic  would  be  through  and  sure  enough,  it 
was.   It  was  just  like  I  thought  it  would  be.   It  was  just  nice  and  clear 
and  I  came  through  very  quickly.   I  was  congratulating  myself  on  the 
proper  choice  of  routes  and  then  boom  ...  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time! 

SM:    How  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going  at  the  time  that  the  earthquake  hit? 

MS:    At  that  point,  it  was  probably  45  or  so.    I  always  come  off  the  80 
transition  to  880  south  very  slowly  because  it  is  kind  of  narrow  for 
trucks  in  the  right  lane.   Then,  there's  the  merging  traffic  from  80, 
coming  from  the  Bay  Bridge,  so  I  always  take  it  very  slow  through  there. 
It's  just  not  worth  hassling  the  traffic.   I  just  let  people  have  their 
way  and  take  their  lane  and  then  merge  over.   My  maximum  speed  probably 
would  be  50  miles  an  hour,  but  I  think  I  was  doing  less  than  that  at  the 
time. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  any  of  the  traffic  around  you  before  the  earthquake  hit;  any 
other  cars? 
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MS:   No,  I  don't.    I  remember  there  were  a  couple  of  trucks  in  front  of  me,  but 
I  couldn't  name  them  now.    I  do  know  of  a  couple  of  trucks  that  were  on 
the  ground  with  me  later  and  they  were  probably  those  trucks,  but  I  don't 
recall  them  especially  which  ones  were  ...  as  for  the  rest  of  the  traffic, 
no,  I  don't  recal 1 . 

SM:    When  you  felt  it,  when  it  started,  you  say  it  started  shaking  real 
violently.   How  did  it  affect  your  truck? 

MS:    Like  the  wheels  had  gone  flat.   I  think  most  people  had  that  kind  of  a 
sensation  with  it,  that  there  was  something  definitely  wrong  with  the 
steering;  the  wheels  were  going  flat  or  something  was  going  wrong,  because 
I 'm  losing  control . 

SM:    Did  it  pull  back  and  forth,  side  to  side? 

MS:    Back  and  forth,  side  to  side.   I  believe  that  was  the  motion  that  I  felt. 
It  was  also  bouncing  up  and  down  though,  so  ...  it  was  so  instantaneous 
and  it's  very  hard  to  describe  that  kind  of  thing  with  any  accuracy. 
Because  it  was  such  a  quick  thing  and  then  I  was  out.   Whether  I  hit  my 
head,  whether  what  happened,  I  don't  know.   But  that's  where  my  memory 
stops. 

SM:    Which  side  of  the  freeway  did  your  truck  go  off;  the  west  side  or  the  ... 
MS:    I  believe  it  went  off  the  west  side.   But  I'm  not  even  sure  of  that. 
SM:    Well,  we'll  have  that. 

MS:    Because  I  haven't  seen  pictures  of  where  the  truck  landed  and  all  that 
kind  of  stuff.    I  just  saw  pictures  of  the  truck  after  it  was  in  the 
impound  lot.   So,  I  didn't  see  exactly  where  everything  was. 

SM:  I'm  trying  to  place  you  here  on  the  map.  I  know  we  had  a  truck  come  off 
on  the  east  side  but  I'm  not  sure.  I'll  have  to  look  up  to  see  what  ... 
this  is  an  aerial  photograph.   So,  you  ... 

MS:    Yeah,  right  in  here. 

SM:    So,  if  you  went  off  here  ...  unless  all  the  debris  was  cleared  up,  I  think 
you  probably  went  off  the  east  side.   Because  I  don't  see  anything  ... 

MS:    I  don't  recall.    I  don't  recall  where  I  was.   Whether  I  went  off  in 

between  the  two  parts  of  the  Cypress,  is  that  what  you're  saying?  Down 
the  middle?   I  don't  recall.   That  would  be  better  answered  by  the  rescue 
crews  really,  if  they  were  paying  attention  to  that  kind  of  stuff.  They 
usual ly  do,  but  . . . 

SM:    Yeah.   We'll  have  a  photo  of  it  down  there  to  place  you  where  you  actually 
were.   So,  you  don't  ...  since  you  were  going  in  and  out  of  consciousness, 
you  really  don't  have  an  independent  recollection  of  the  first  people  that 
came  up  and  tried  to  get  you  out  or  offered  assistance? 
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MS:    No.   I  was  just  ...  I  was  too  out  of  it.    I  learned  that  later  from  the 
rescue  kids  that  came  to  visit  me. 

SM:    But  it  was  fire  rescue  people  that  pulled  you  out  of  the  truck,  that 
eventually  ... 

MS:    Fire  Rescue  pulled  me  out,  yeah.   You  were  asking  about  possible  heroes 
and  that  kind  of  stuff  ...  I  think  everybody  that  I  ran  into  through  this 
whole  experience  has  been  a  hero  and  what  they  have  done.   My  comment  has 
been,  both  in  the  press  and  privately,  that  everybody  that  has  been 
involved  with  this  thing,  from  the  fire  rescue,  the  ambulance  people,  the 
doctors,  the  nurses,  everybody  ...  has  not  been  just  competent  and 
professional,  but  they  have  been  so  compassionate.   Just  really  sinking 
their  lives  into  their  jobs.   I  was  so  astounded  when  the  helicopter 
ambulance  people  came  to  visit  me,  and  the  fire  department  came  to  visit, 
and  ...  if  you  asked  me,  that  they  cared  enough  to  come  see  me  and  thought 
so  much  of  me,  that  I  was  making  it,  and  they  said  kind  of  the  opposite. 
They  said  that  in  their  line  of  work,  it's  so  hard  to  see  somebody  that 
can  come  through  one  of  these  things  and  so  when  they  do,  they  really  ... 
they  do  get  excited  because  they  see  so  much  that  doesn't  go  right  and  so 
it  was  kind  of  a  two-way  street.  We  were  both  getting  stroked  and  both 
getting  our  strokes  from  it,  I  guess.   But,  they  were  really  pleased  that 
I  was  making  it  through  and  I  was  so  pleased  to  have  them  care  enough  to 
come  see  me.    It  really  made  me  feel  good! 

SM:    Had  you  consumed  any  alcoholic  beverages  or  taken  any  kind  of  medication 
prior  to  this? 

MS:  No. 

SM:    How  about  visual  restrictions?  Do  you  have  any  visual  restrictions  while 
you  drive?  You  don't  wear  contacts,  or  glasses? 

MS:  No. 

SM:    I  think  that's  going  to  do  it.   The  time  is  1455.   We're  going  to  end  the 
interview. 
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D-7,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  21,  1989,  at  approximately  1213  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  23rd  and  Market,  San  Pablo.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
TH: 

JM:    Go  ahead  and  describe,  in  detail  as  much  as  you  can,  what  happened  as  the 
earthquake  took  place. 

TH:    As  I  was  ...  I  was  on  top  of  Cypress,  I  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on 
it.    I  had  just  passed  up  a  Budget  truck.    I  got  back  in  the  fast  lane.  I 
felt  like  my  tire  was  blowing  out.   Then  I  slowed  down  and  tried  to  get 
over,  slow  down  and  get  off  the  freeway.    I  noticed  it  wasn't  a  tire.  It 
started  ...  the  overpass  started  jumping  up  and  down,  and  moving  back  and 
forth.    I  looked  over,  and  there's  a  diesel  truck  coming  from  the  slow 
lane  across  ...  direct  ...  across  in  front  of  me,  heading  off  of  the 
overpass.    I  hit  the  brakes.   Hopefully,  I  was  going  to  stop  in  time,  but 
...  it  went  off  at  that  time.   So,  then  I  ...  I  was  almost  stopped  until 
that  thing;  it  shifted  one  more  time  and  then  I  went  off.   As  I  was  going 
down,  I  looked  over  and  the  Budget  truck  behind  me  was  going  off  at  the 
same  time.   He  hit  first  and  then  I  hit.   I  landed  directly  underneath, 
exactly  where  ...  straight  down  on  top  of  the  fence,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
The  Budget  truck  was  away  from  me  and  the  other  truck  was  a  little  further 
out.   That's  about  it. 

JM:    A  wild  ride! 

TH:    Oh,  man  ...  it  was  wild,  yeah!   But  anyway  ... 

JM:    We'll  ask  some  more  questions  here  and  get  some  specific  stuff  from  you. 
How  often  do  you  travel  that  route? 

TH:  Every  day. 

JM:  Every  day?  Twice  a  day  you  come  ... 

TH:  Yes. 

JM:  You  were  going;  you  were  heading  south?  You  were  on  the  upper  deck? 

TH:  South,  yes. 

JM:  How  heavy  was  the  traffic? 

TH:  It  was  very  ...  it  was  very  light.   There  was  not  very  many  cars  up  there 
when  I  was  in  my  vicinity,  where  I  was  at.   There  was  very  few  cars. 

JM:    What  lane  were  you  in? 
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TH:    I  was  in  the  left  lane,  the  fast  lane. 

JM:    About  how  fast  were  you  going? 

TH:    I  was  approximately  going  ...  let's  see,  55,  60? 

JM:    Anybody  in  the  car  with  you? 

TH:  No. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began,  when  you  first 
felt  it?  Can  you  tell  by  looking  at  that  map  at  about  what  street  you 
were? 

TH:    Exactly.   Oh,  yeah.    I  was  right  about  in  here. 

JM:    Still  just  north  of  Grand. 

TH:    Yeah,  that's  where  ... 

JM:    That's  when  you  first  felt  it? 

TH:    That's  when  I  first  felt  it.  Yeah.   I  tried  to  get  over.    I  thought  maybe 
a  tire  blew  out  or  something.   I  looked  over  and  I  didn't  have  no  ...  the 
truck  was  coming  on,  across  me,  at  that  time.    I  looked  up.  Well, 
actually,  I  looked  over  to  get  over,  and  he  came  shooting  across  like  he 
was  just  going  to  drive  right  off  the  freeway.   That's  ...  maybe  he  missed 
his  exit  or  something  and  it  was  like,  "Whoa!"   I  came  from  maybe  ... 
because  there's  a  tire  mark  on  the  front  on  the  left  fender,  like  he  hit 
me  and  I  bounced  off. 


JM:    That's  a  tire  mark  on  your  car? 

TH:    Yeah,  on  the  front  end.  The  front  of  my  car  didn't  ...  I  had  a  fiberglass 
spoiler  on  it  and  it  didn't  touch  that.   But,  when  I  hit  that  cement 
block,  it  just  teetered  right  back  and  landed  like  it  was  on  all  fours. 

JM:    You  said  the  Budget  truck  was  up  there,  and  then  what  color  was  the  other 
truck? 

TH:    It  was  ...  I  think  it  was  silver.  The  front  end  of  it  was  silver,  the 
cab.   The  back  of  it  was  ...  I  think  it  was  a  dirt  hauler  truck.  Either 
it  was  a  dirt  hauler  truck  or  it  was  a  tanker,  one  of  the  two.   Because  my 
glasses  fell  off  then  when  I  hit  the  ground. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  any  of  the  other  vehicles  that  were  around  you? 

TH:    Just  the  Budget  and  there  was  a  Volkswagon  van  that  was  parked  ...  I  guess 
it  was  down  on  the  street.  The  guy  apparently  seen  a  couple  of  pebbles 
fall  out  off  the  thing  and  jumped  out  of  his  car.  We  managed  to  ...  see, 
when  I  walked  back  underneath,  around  the  side,  the  top  of  that  thing  was 
demolished.   I  said  well,  he  didn't  come  out  of  there. 
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JM:    Any  other  cars  that  you  remember? 

TH:    Just  those  ...  those  were  the  only  two  up  there  on  my  little  span  there. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong?   You  thought  you 
had  a  flat  tire  or  something  like  that? 

TH:    Yeah.   It  felt  like  my  tires  were  all  flat. 

JM:    So,  what  did  you  do? 

TH:    Well,  I  tried  to  pull  over  and  I  looked  ...  I  realized  that  it  was  an 

earthquake.    I  actually  realized  ...  I  was  looking  ahead  of  me  and  it  was 
just  like,  just  like  someone  took  a  blanket  and  just  swept  it  out. 

JM:    What  did  the  other  vehicles  do?  The  truck  was  changing  lanes  in  front  of 
you,  is  that  right? 

TH:    The  truck  ...  just  like  when  it  shook  it  up  there,  it  was  like  the  guy 
came  out  of  control  and  just  ...  plus  that's  just  when  it  dropped,  so  the 
momentum  of  ... 

JM:    Did  you  feel  it  drop? 

TH:    Yeah.   Oh,  yeah!    I  felt  the  drop.    Because  I  bounced  back  off  of  it.  It 
"wooed"  and  then  I  tried  to  get  ...  that's  when  the  truck  was  coming 
across  at  me.    It  dropped  and  I  ended  up  bouncing.   I  was  still  trying  to 
drive,  to  get  away  from  that  truck.    I  was  trying  to  go  around  him 
actually,  just  to  miss  him,  hoping  he  would  get  out  of  the  way  or  do 
something. 

JM:    You  almost  make  it  too. 

TH:    Almost.   I  was  dead  ...  I  was  nearly  stopped  when  I  went  off. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  hitting  the  truck,  or  you  just  think  you  did  because  of 
the  tire  marks  that  you  saw  on  your  car? 

TH:    Oh,  man!    If  I  hit  him,  I  ...  I  just  couldn't  really  ...  it's  possible. 
If  it  did,  it  was  a  real  light  nick. 

JM:    You  don't  remember  it?  You  don't  actually  remember  hitting  him? 

TH:    No.    I  don't  think  ...  it  might  have  hit  him,  but  the  way  ...  no,  I  don't 
think  I  did.   Because,  if  I  had  probably  of  hit  him,  I  would  have  landed 
underneath  the  truck  and  it  would  have  rolled  right  over  me.   It  might 
have  nicked  me  a  little  bit  and  pushed  me  back  somehow  or  other.    I  was 
amazed  myself  that  I  was  underneath  that  truck.  The  way  I  was  heading  for 
it  and  then  you  ... 

JM:    Yeah.   That  truck  ended  up  just  ahead  of  you  or  ... 

TH:    Just  ahead  of  me. 
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JM:  Further  south  of  you  on  Cypress? 

TH:  Yeah  further  south,  out  further  than  I  was. 

JM:  Then  back  behind  you,  or  north  of  you,  was  the  Budget  truck? 

TH:  The  Budget  truck  was  behind  me,  yeah. 

JM:  The  Volkswagon  was  where? 

TH:  The  Volkswagon  was  parked.    It  was  underneath.    It  was  way  ...  it  was  past 
the  Budget,  yeah.   I  was  between  the  Budget  and  the  diesel. 

JM:  How  did  you  get  out  of  your  car? 

TH:  I  unbuckled  my  seatbelt  and  jumped  out. 

JM:  Were  you  injured? 

TH:  Yes. 

JM:  Can  you  specifically  describe  what  injuries  you  got? 

TH:    Well,  it  just  ...  it  bruised  my  arm  and  the  seatbelt  gave  me  a  laceration 
across  the  chest. 

JM:  Where  did  you  get  treated? 

TH:  What  the  heck  hospital  was  that? 

JM:  Humana? 

TH:  Yeah,  Humana.   Exactly,  yeah. 

JM:  Are  you  still  going  to  a  doctor? 

TH:  No. 

JM:  Nobody  else  was  with  you.   You  checked  on  the  guy  ...  you  went  over  and 
looked  at  the  guy  in  the  Budget  truck? 

TH:    Yeah.   I  went  over  and  looked  at  the  guy  in  the  Budget  truck.   He  was 
pinned  in  there  pretty  good. 

JM:    Did  you  go  look  at  the  other  truck? 

TH:    No,  that's  when  I  started  feeling  faint  and  everything  was  turning  kind  of 
yellow.   From  running  underneath  the  thing,  the  Cypress,  underneath  the 
thing  ...  and  I  had  ran  into  a  fence,  matter  of  fact  and  I  couldn't  ...  my 
glasses  had  fell  off.   I  was  running  for  my  life.   I  mean  looking  up  all 
the  way  and  then  wham!   There  was  that  fence  right  there.   So,  I  jumped 
over  the  fence  and  stood  there  for  a  minute  and  got  my  sense  back.   A  guy 
ran  out  from  underneath.    I  think  it  was  one  of  the  guards  underneath 
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there.   I  guess  there's  some  cars  or  something  underneath  there  and  he  was 
watching  them  ...  he  came  running  out.   I  stood  over  there  crying  and 
everybody  was  asking  "Where 'd  you  come  from?  Where 'd  you  come  from?"  I 
said  "my  car's  right  there,  man,  it's  right  there.   That  little  red  car 
right  there."    I  stood  there  for  a  little  while  and  got  my  senses  back  and 
said,  "I  can't  get  no  help  over  here.",  so  I  ran  back  underneath  the 
freeway  there,  across  the  street  ...  this  here  street  ...  and  then  went 
back  around  and  got  to  my  ...  my  car  was  leaking  gas  apparently  and  it  was 
still  running,  so  I  had  to  shut  it  off.    I  reached  in  and  shut  it  off. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  to  the  hospital? 

TH:  Ambulance. 

JM:  Ambulance? 

TH:    Yeah.    I  was  sitting  on  the  side  of  the  curb  there  and  just  hanging  in 

there.  I  was  ...  "I'll  be  all  right;  I'll  be  all  right"  and  trying  to  get 
back  together  there. 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake?  You 
said  it  felt  like  you  had  a  flat  tire,  but  what  did  it  do  actually? 

TH:  Actually  ...  it  started  ...  it  was  going  up  and  down  like  if  you  had  a 
tire  that  was  out  of  balance.  It  was  like  shimmying  and  then  all  of  a 
sudden,  it  got  real  big,  the  waves  got  real  heavy.  Then  it  swayed  ... 
right,  left  ...  and  then  ... 

JM:    You  first  saw  waves  in  the  roadway? 

TH:    Yeah.   Yeah,  it  was  going  like  the  ocean. 

JM:    Were  they  ...  could  you  tell  if  they  were  coming  towards  you  or  going  away 
from  you? 

TH:    I  think  they  were  coming  at  me.   They  were  coming  toward  the  south  side. 
JM:    What  ...  it  waved  toward  you  and  then  was  going  side  to  side? 
TH:    Yeah.    It  whipped  side  to  side  at  the  same  time. 

JM:    What  was  the  indication  to  you  that  the  road,  or  that  the  structure  itself 
was  collapsing? 

TH:    When  the  truck  came  across  in  front  of  me.    I  felt  it  drop  at  that  time. 
Because  I  was  in  the  slow  lane.    I  was  in  the  midst  of  the  whole,  complete 
drop.   He  was  on  the  right  side  and  the  momentum  of  him,  from  him  ...  he 
didn't  have  no  out,  no  place  to  go. 

JM:    If  you  were  in  the  slow  lane,  how  did  he  come  across  in  front  of  you? 

TH:    I  was  in  the  fast  lane. 
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JM:    You  were  in  the  fast  lane? 

TH:  Yeah.  I  was  in  the  fast  lane  and  he  was  in  the  slow  lane.  Yeah,  the 
truck  was  in  the  slow  lane.  I  was  in  the  fast  lane.  That's  when  ... 
yeah,  I  felt  it.    It  dropped  for  sure. 

JM:    Did  you  see  it  breaking  up  anywhere? 

TH:    No.   Oh  yeah!    I  did!   When  the  truck  went  off,  I  seen  it  break.    I  seen 
the  truck  knock  the  guardrail  off. 

JM:    You  saw  that  guardrail  go  down? 

TH:    I  looked  down  and  there  was  no  guardrail.    It  was  like  the  end  of  the  ... 
like  the  end  of  the  earth  I  started  saying,  but  like  the  end  of  the  curb 
...  flat.   There  was  no  guardrail  there,  nothing  to  stop  me. 

JM:    No  wall  or  anything  to  it? 

TH:    If  it  probably  would  have  been  there,  I'd  of  been  probably  still  up 
there. 

JM:    I'll  shut  the  tape  off  now.    It's  1226. 
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D-9,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  1,  1989,  at  approximately  1215  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

LS:    Investiqator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
MV: 

PW:    Could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name, 
MV:  *.   The  last  name  is 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview,  sir? 
MV:    Yes,  you  do. 

PW:    What  is  your  current  address  right  now? 
MV: 

PW:    Your  phone  number? 
MV: 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth,  sir? 
MV:  2/18/53. 

PW:    Your  driver's  license 
MV:  Yes. 

PW:    Where  were  vou  approximately,  about  5,  10  minutes  before  the  earthquake 
struck, 

MV:    Well,  I  was  coming  from  Martinez  on  Highway  4  and  80,  coming  from  Martinez 
heading  southbound  on  880,  heading  back  to  ... 

PW:  That's  Highway  24,  right?   Or  Highway  4? 

MV:  No,  Highway  80.   At  Martinez,  I  took  Highway  4  to  80  and  then  southbound 
on  80. 

PW:  Do  you  travel  this  route  often? 

MV:  Probably  around  ten  or  maybe  fifteen  times  a  week. 

PW:  You  were  travelling  in  the  southbound  direction? 

MV:  Right. 
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PW:    How  was  traffic  at  that  time? 
MV:    It  was  light. 

PW:    How  was  it  when  you  entered  880  from  80? 

MV:    It  was  a  little  busy  at  that  one  intersection  because  of  people  going  to 
San  Francisco,  crossing  over  to  24  and  everything  else,  but  it  was  still 
...  all  the  traffic  on  880  itself  was  pretty  light  for  that  time  of 
night.   I  guess  it  was  because  of  the  game  or  I  don't  know  why,  but  ... 

PW:  What  was  the  approximate  time  you  entered  880? 

MV:  Probably  about  ten  to  five,  or  five  to  five,  whatever. 

PW:  When  you  got  onto  880,  what  lane  were  you  in? 

MV:  I  was  in  the  right  hand  lane. 

PW:  The  speed  that  you  were  travelling  compared  to  other  vehicles? 

MV:    I  was  cruising  about  55,  50,  55  ...  because  I  had  a  load  so  pulling  ... 
helped. 

PW:    You  were  the  only  person  in  the  vehicle? 
MV:  Yes. 

PW:    How  fast  were  the  other  vehicles  going? 

MV:    They  were  all  kind  of  going  the  same.  There  were  a  few  going  maybe  60, 
but  not  a  lot  of  vehicles  passing  everybody.   It  was  pretty  light. 

PW:    Do  you  know  at  what  location  on  880  when  you  first  felt  the  earthquake? 

MV:    Well,  I  didn't  really  realize  it  was  an  earthquake  when  I  felt  it. 

PW:    What  did  you  feel  originally? 

MV:    Well,  what  I  felt  was  my  truck  going  from  side  to  side,  from  right  to 
left,  right  to  left,  like  a  strong  wind  would  hit  my  truck.   It  would 
shift  the  top  back  and  forth,  but  it  was  a  little  stronger  than  a  strong 
wind. 

PW:    How  fast  ...  I  mean,  how  many  feet  did  it  move  you  side  to  side,  any  idea? 

MV:    Well,  I  was  trying  to  do  everything  to  control  the  truck  so  it  was  moving 
pretty  good.   I  couldn't  understand  what  was  going  on  here,  if  I  had  a 
flat  tire  or  what  was  going  on  at  that  time.   I  was  just  too  busy  trying 
to  get  the  truck  under  control . 

PW:    Did  you  notice  other  cars  having  the  same  problems? 
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MV:    No,  because  like  I  said,  I  was  too  busy  trying  to  get  my  own  rig  ... 

PW:    Then  what  happened  next  to  cause  you  to  believe  something  other  than  wind 
was  causing  your  truck  to  move  back  and  forth? 

MV:    Well,  I  looked  further  ahead  on  the  freeway  at  that  time  and  I  saw  the 
freeway  collapsing  to  the  left. 

PW:    To  your  left? 

MV:    To  my  left  ...  I  was  going  southbound  and  it  was  collapsing  to  the  left. 

PW:    When  you  say  collapsing,  what  do  you  mean?   It  just  went  down,  or  ... 

MV:    Yeah.   The  whole  freeway  and  ...  moving  and  collapsing  downward.    I  mean, 
like  it  broke.    It  collapsed  down.    Then  the  right  hand  side  came  up,  and 
then  it  broke  in  front  of  me.    I  saw  it  kind  of  split  in  front  of  me  and 
that's  where  I  hit. 

PW:    Prior  to  seeing  the  collapse,  did  you  see  anything  occurring  which  you  saw 
before  the  freeway  started  collapsing? 

MV:    Just  the  freeway  was  ...  before  it  actually  collapsed  all  the  way  to  the 
left,  it  went  right-left  type  of  ...  almost  like  a  wave  movement,  or  like 
somebody  was  twisting  it. 

PW:    A  wave  motion  to  the  side  to  side  or  up  and  down? 

MV:    More  from  side  ...  well,  it  could  have  been  up  and  down  because  ...  but  it 
was  probably  from  side  to  side.   It  was  more  like  up  and  down,  side  to 
side  anyway,  because  I  was  kind  of  going  where  it  was  bending  a  little 
bit.   When  it  hit  me,  I  was  kind  of  bending.  The  freeway  was  bending  and 
turning  a  little  bit,  so  it  was  ... 

PW:    You  said  it  went  from  ...  to  your  left  side  initially,  right? 

MV:    Yeah.    I  saw  it  go  to  the  side,  and  then  it  came  back  a  little  bit,  and 
then  it  went  to  the  side  and  broke.   That's  when  it  collapsed  downward. 

PW:  So,  on  the  second  time,  it  came  back  to  the  left? 

MV:  Um-hum. 

PW:  That's  when  the  freeway  started  ... 

MV:  That's  when  it  just  completely  collapsed,  just  everything  started  going 


PW:    When  you  say  collapsed,  I  noticed  that  your  hand  went  toward  a  point. 

MV:    Well,  to  a  point,  yeah.   It  collapsed  ...  well,  in  front  of  me,  that's 
where  it  happened.    It  collapsed  to  a  point  on  that  one  side  with 
everything  going  to  the  left.   Collapsing,  and  then  it  "V"ed  over  in  that 
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point.  That's  why  I  said  the  right  hand  side,  then  the  right  hand  side 
came  up. 

PW:    When  you  saw  that  happen,  what  did  you  do?  Did  you  immediately  brake,  or 
slow  down,  or  . . . 

MV:    Well,  I  was  braking  to  try  to  get  the  truck  under  control  when  I  started 
swinging  side  to  side.   At  that  time,  when  I  saw  that  happen,  the  right 
hand  side  came  up  and  it  broke  and  then  I  hit  something.   I  don't  know  ... 
I  just  remember  hitting  something. 

PW:   When  you  say  the  right  hand  side  came  up,  what  do  you  mean  by  that? 

MV:    Well,  when  the  left  hand  side  fell  downward,  the  right  hand  side  buckled. 
I  mean,  it  just  kind  of  buckled  up.  Then  it  broke. 

PW:    It  broke  from  what? 

MV:    The  cement.   The  freeway  just  split,  or  broke,  or  it  did  something. 
PW:    On  the  side,  or  ... 

MV:    On  my  side.   That's  all  I  remember  because  when  something  happens  like 
that,  your  vision  gets  kind  of  narrow. 

PW:    What  did  other  cars  around  you  do? 

MV:    I  don't  remember,  because  there  wasn't  anything  beside  me,  I  know  that. 

PW:    So,  at  that  point,  you  were  slowing  down?  Did  you  strike  anything  along 
the  freeway,  or  anything  like  that? 

MV:    No.  I  was  still  somewhat  in  my  lane.   It's  just  when  the  freeway  broke,  I 
guess,  I  hit  ...  when  the  freeway  went  down  a  little  bit,  I  hit  the 
freeway  when  it  separated. 

PW:    Did  you  hit  the  portion  that  came  up  on  you,  or  ... 

MV:    Yeah.   I  mean,  it  happened  so  quick.   When  ...  I  hit  something!   The  only 
thing  I  can  imagine  is,  when  the  freeway  split  at  that  one  ...  right  in 
front  of  me  ...  it  dropped  or  came  up  and  I  hit  that  point.   Then,  next 
thing  I  knew,  I  was  on  my  top.   I  don't  even  remember  flipping  or 
anything.   It  just  happened  so  quick. 

PW:    Where  did  you  ...  you  were  driving  a  truck? 

MV:    Yeah.    It's  a  24- foot  flatbed. 

PW:    Where  did  your  truck  end  up  when  you  struck  that  portion  that  came  up? 

MV:    I  ended  up  after  I  was  on  my  top.    I  was  sliding  along  the  freeway  on  my 
top  and  it  ended  up,  after  I  finally  got  out  of  the  whole  thing,  ended  up 
on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  freeway  about  ...  maybe  75  feet,  50  feet  ... 
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at  an  angle  on  the  other  side,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  freeway 
against  the  rail.   That's  the  only  thing  that  stopped  me  from  going  over. 

PW:    You  were  driving  an  International  flatbed,  white  in  color? 

MV:    Yes,  white  and  blue  bed. 

PW:    At  that  particular  location,  do  you  recall  what  side  street  might  be 
crossing  the  Cypress  Structure? 

MY:    Well,  I  remember  climbing  down  around  at  14th  and  Cypress  by  the  Coca-Cola 
place.   That  was  maybe  about  four  or  five  blocks  from  where  my  truck 
ended,  so  I  figure  I  was  ... 

PW:    So,  you  were  pretty  close  to  where  880  curves  sharply  to  the  left,  is  that 
right? 

MV:    Well,  it  was  curving  a  little  bit  to  the  right. 

PW:    If  you  go  south  on  880  ...  I'm  trying  to  picture  the  freeway. 

MV:    I'm  trying  to  picture  it  too  now!    I've  driven  it  so  much  and  now  ... 

PW:    The  freeway  curves  to  the  left,  towards  east? 

MV:    To  the  left.   Yes,  it  does  curve  a  little  bit  to  the  left.    I  think  ... 

the  way  I  figured  it  out,  I  probably  was  around  the  18th  or  20th  block,  by 
West  Grand  almost. 

PW:    I'm  just  trying  to  pinpoint  exactly  where  you  came  to  rest. 

MV:    Yeah.   Well  see,  I  know  everything  happened  and  I  just  wanted  to  get  off 
the  freeway  so  I  really  didn't  ...  but  I  know  I  came  down  at  14th  and 
Cypress.   That's  where  the  on-ramp  ...  I  walked  down  that  on-ramp.  But 
that  was  about  four  or  five  blocks. 

PW:    How  about  the  vehicles  around  you?  Where  did  they  come  to  rest? 

MV:    A  lot  of  them  ...  a  couple  I  saw  were  on  the  left  hand  side  also,  because 
that's  where  the  freeway  collapsed  down  onto  the  bottom.   But  the  right 
hand  side  was  still  up  a  little  bit. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  what  type  of  vehicles  were  around  you  at  that  point?  Any 
particular  car  or  any  make  or  color? 

MV:    I  remember  a  white  truck  ...  I  think  it  might  have  been  a  Ford  or 

something  like  an  older  one  ...  because  there  was  a  guy  hurt  in  it.  I 
didn't  want  to  move  him.   He  wasn't  ...  I  don't  know  how  seriously  he  was, 
probably  a  back  injury  or  maybe  just  ...  he  had  a  bloody  nose  and  probably 
a  broken  nose  or  bloody  face  ...  but  I  didn't  want  to  move  him  so  I  said 
that  I  would  get  help  to  him.    I  remember  that. 

PW:    He  was  behind  the  wheel  at  that  point? 
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MV:    He  was  still  on  the  driver's  side,  but  against  the  left  hand  rail.  That 
was  about  a  ... 

PW:    He  was  the  only  person  in  the  car? 

MV:    Yes.   It  was  about  150  feet  in  front  of  my  truck,  or  200  feet  in  front  of 
my  truck,  because  I  had  to  walk  and  climb  over  the  freeway,  because  it  was 
broken  and  twisted  all  over  the  place.   So,  we  were  trying  to  get  off  the 
freeway  at  that  time. 

PW:    At  that  particular  location,  most  freeway  kind  of  broke  towards  the  left? 

MV:    It  seemed  like  it  did,  yeah.   Some  was  leaning  a  little  bit  to  the  right, 
but  mainly  that  section  broke  all  to  the  left. 

PW:    Did  you  ever  look  in  your  rear  view  mirror  at  the  time  you  were  coming  to 
a  stop  to  see  what  was  going  on  behind  you? 

MV:    Well,  when  I  came  to  a  stop,  I  was  on  my  top  so  I  didn't  see  anything. 

PW:    Before  you  flipped  over,  did  you  get  a  chance  to  look  behind  you? 

MV:    I  was  just  looking  ahead  because  at  that  time,  I  saw  the  freeway 
collapsing  and  I'm  going  ...  I  was  just  looking  straight  ahead! 

PW:    You  just  got  out  of  your  vehicle  without  any  problems? 

MV:    Well,  no.   Somebody  helped  me  out. 

PW:    This  guy  helped  pull  you  out? 

MV:    John  ...  yeah.   He  had  a  Blazer  in  front  of  me.   Matter  of  fact,  I 

remember  seeing  his  Blazer.    I  was  just  trying  to  ...  but  he  said  he  was 
in  front  of  me  and  he  came  back  to  see  if  I  was  all  right,  because  all  he 
saw  was  me  on  my  top  and  that's  when  he  helped  me  open  my  door  and  pulled 
me  out  by  my  feet. 

PW:    When  you  say  on  top,  do  you  mean  the  roof? 

MV:    On  the  cab.    I  was  flipped  over. 

PW:    How  were  you  hurt  from  the  incident  when  it  flipped? 

MV:    Well,  I  had  a  bloody  ...  my  arm  was  all  skinned  up.   My  shoulder  was 

bruised  and  skinned  up  a  little  bit.   I  had  a  little  blood  on  my  forehead, 
but  I  had  just  a  little  cut.   But  the  main  thing,  most  of  it,  was  my 
ribs.  They  were  bruised,  but  I  didn't  know  it  at  the  time  because  my 
adrenaline  was  flowing  so  much,  I  didn't  hurt  until  I  was  almost  off  the 
structure.   Then  I  could  hardly  breathe  and  I  realized  I  was  hurt  worse 
than  I  thought. 

PW:    Anywhere  else  where  you  were  injured  or  hurt? 
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MV:    Just  a  couple  of  bruises  on  my  left  hip  and  my  knee,  but  just  probably 
from  the  ...  I  had  a  seatbelt  on,  so  that's  probably  only  thing  that  save 
me  from  ... 

PW:    A  lap  belt? 

MV:  Yes. 

PW:    How  did  you  get  to  Eden  Hospital? 

MV:    I  drove  myself.  and  I  got  a  ride  from  somebody  that  was,  a  citizen, 

at  a  house  near  the  Coke  place  down  on  Cypress.  Her  husband  drove  us  over 
to  my  place, 

PW:    Do  you  know  who  that  person  was? 

MV:    No,  I  didn't  even  catch  his  name. 

PW:    Was  he  a  white  or  black  ... 

MV:    He  was  a  black  man.   This  black  family  ...  they  were  really  helpful.  So, 
he  drove  us,         and  myself  ...         was  the  guy  who  pulled  me  out  ... 
and  then  we  drove        home,  because  we  couldn't  get  through  on  the 
phones,  because  the  power  was  out.  Then  from  there,  I  was  all  right  and  I 
told  my  boss  yeah,  I  was  fine  and  I  could  drive  to  the  hospital.   So,  I 
drove  myself  to  Eden  Hospital  on  the  way  home  that  night. 

PW:  Did  you  see  any  other  occupants  get  out  of  the  car,  or  did  you  see  anybody 
trapped  in  their  cars  at  that  location? 

MV:  Well,  just  that  one  guy  in  the  pickup  truck  that  was  hurt.  Everybody  else 
was  pretty  much  out  that  I  saw,  walking  around  in  a  daze  type  of  thing  ... 
shocked. 

PW:    You  didn't  see  anybody  trapped  or  anything  like  that? 
MV:    No,  not  up  there. 

PW:  Let  me  get  back  to  the  motion  that  first  occurred.  Initially,  you  thought 
it  was  a  gust  of  wind  that  caused  ... 

MV:    Well,  I  wasn't  really  sure  because  it  was  a  strong  gust  of  wind  but  it 
sort  of  went  from  . . . 

PW:    That's  what  it  felt  like  though? 

MV:    Yeah.   The  wind  hit  me  from  the  right  hand  side  and  then  the  truck  came 
back  to  the  left  hand  side.   It  wasn't  like  ...  it  was  like  if  it  was 
really  windy,  it  normally  comes  from  one  direction.   Well,  why  I  couldn't 
understand  trying  to  get  the  truck  under  control  because  it  was  coming 
from  both  directions.   It  would  knock  me  to  the  right  and  then  back  to  the 
left  and  right,  type  of  ...  and  then  I  still  didn't  realize  it  was  an 
earthquake.   I  just  was  trying  to  get  hold  of  my  truck,  so  I  wouldn't  lose 
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control  of  it. 


PW:    The  motion  was  more  side  to  side  than  ... 

MV:    Yes,  side  to  side. 

PW:    Any  rolling  motion,  or  up  and  down? 

MV:    I  didn't  notice  the  motion  up  and  down.   It  could  have  been  but  like  I 
say,  I  was  too  busy  going  from  side  to  side  trying  to  retain  control. 

PW:    Did  you  get  a  chance  to  look  maybe  about  500  yards  in  front  up  the  freeway 
to  see  what  was  happening  up  there? 

MV:    Well,  that's  when  I  looked  ahead.   I  don't  know  about  500  yards,  but  I 
looked  ahead  and  that's  when  I  saw  the  freeway  move  side  to  side  and  then 
collapse.   That's  when  I  saw  ... 

PW:    Do  you  have  any  idea  how  far  it  moved  from  side  to  side?  How  many  feet 
approximately? 

MV:    Not  really.   Not  really. 

PW:    But  enough  to  ... 

MV:    It  was  enough  to  ... 

PW:    Enough  to  get  your  attention? 

MV:  It  was  enough  to  get  my  attention  really  quick  because  of  course,  I  had  a 
load  on  so  every  time  it  would  shift  more  than  a  normal  car  because  I  had 
a  load,  so  ...  but  anyhow,  it  ... 

PW:    Did  you  notice  any  particular  area  that  collapsed  first  around  you,  or 
just  ... 

MV:    Well,  the  only  area  I  knew  that  collapsed  first  was  in  front  of  me  because 
I  saw  it. 

PW:    How  far  in  front? 

MV:    Probably  100,  maybe  200  yards  in  front  of  me,  that  I  saw  it  collapsing. 
It  just  worked  it's  way  back  to  me  but,  I  mean,  by  the  time  I  realized  the 
freeway  was  collapsing,  it  was  already  collapsing.   I  hit  ...  I  heard  a 
bang  and  then  I  was  on  my  roof,  so  it  happened  that  quick. 

PW:    Was  there  any  indication  that  the  freeway  was  falling  down,  besides 
actually  seeing  it  collapse?  Any  prior  indications? 

MV:    No,  not  that  I  noticed.   I  just  saw  it  collapsing  and  that  was  ...  I 

figured  the  freeway  was  collapsing.   I  didn't  realize  it  was  an  earthquake 
until  I  got  down  by  the  Coca-Cola  place  and  people  were  talking  about  the 
earthquake. 
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PW:  You  don't  need  glasses  to  drive  at  that  time,  do  you? 

MY:  Pardon  me? 

PW:  Do  you  wear  glasses  to  ... 

MV:  No. 

PW:  You  have  pretty  good  vision? 

MV:  Yes. 

PW:  Taking  any  medication?  Or  alcohol  or  anything  like  that  during  the  time? 

MV:  No. 

PW:  How  is  your  health  overall? 

MV:  Fine. 

PW:  Is  there  anything  you'd  like  to  add  that  I  didn't  ask  or  anybody  else 
didn't  ask  you  that  you'd  like  to  add? 

MV:    It  was  just  that  it  was  like  something  you  would  see  in  a  movie.  But 
other  than  that,  it  was  ...  I  guess  I  lucked  out! 

PW:    Caught  you  by  surprise?  When  you  got  down  from  the  structure,  did  you 
stay  there  awhile  or  did  you  go  straight  to,  with        ,  did  you  ... 

MV:    No.   We  went  to  the  Coca-Cola  place  to  try  to  use  a  phone  and  we  couldn't 
get  through,  neither  one  of  us.   He  couldn't  get  through  to  his  wife  and  I 
couldn't  get  through  to  my  work. 

PW:    You  don't  recall  the  name  of  that  black  gentleman  that  drove  you? 

MV:    No.    I  know  where  he  lives. 

PW:    Do  you  have  his  address? 

MV:    No.    It's  right  on  14th  by  the  Coca-Cola  place,  plant.   It's  right  on  14th 
there,  going  eastbound  on  14th,  right  past  the  Coca-Cola  plant  because 
it's  about  a  block  long.   You  just  cross  the  street  and  there's  a  house  on 
the  corner,  the  first  house  on  the  corner  on  the  right  hand  side.   So,  the 
Coca-Cola  place  would  be  on  the  right  hand  side.   First  house  from  the 
corner,  and  that's  the  gentleman.   His  wife  wrapped  up  my  arm  in  a  wet 
towel  so  it  wouldn't  bleed  all  over  everybody. 

PW:    I  think  that's  all  I  have  to  ask  you,  I  really  appreciate  all  the 

input  you've  helped  us  with.    I'm  going  to  conclude  this  interview. 
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D-10,  interviewed  by  Investigator  Len  Silva,  #7924,  on 

November  10,  1989,  at  approximately  0905  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

LS:    Investigator  Len  Silva,  CHP 
JD: 

LS:    Mr.  could  you  give  us  your  address  and  your  date  of  birth 

please? 

JD:    Our  address  is  and  that's  in  San  Lorenzo.   I  was  born 

April  22,  1951. 

LS:    Why  don't  you  just  briefly  describe  what  happened  that  day? 

JD:    I  was  going  southbound  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  Cypress  Structure,  on  880, 
and  I  noticed  a  wind  gust.   It  seemed  like  a  wind  gust  at  the  time.  My 
car  shimmied  from  side  to  side.   I  was  passing  this  large  flatbed  truck  at 
the  time  and  I  thought  my  car  was  getting  wind  sheer  from  him.   So,  I 
stepped  on  the  gas,  got  another  real  strong  buffeting,  and  then  the  third 
time  ...  it  seemed  to  come  in  three  waves  to  me.  The  third  time,  my  car 
started  bouncing,  I  guess  because  of  the  severe  side  to  side  movement. 
The  entire  freeway  in  front  of  me  just  buckled  and  crumpled  and  started 
sliding  off  to  the  left.   My  impression  was  that  the  left  side  of  the 
freeway  gave  way,  which  threw  us  all  into  the  rail,  and  at  some  point, 
when  it  gave  way,  the  right  side  also  broke.   Otherwise,  I'm  sure  I  would 
have  gone  right  off  the  edge.   But  it  sort  of  leveled  out,  so  that  when  I 
actually  hit  the  edge,  it  stopped  me.   I  sat  there  for  maybe  a  second  and 
then  I  heard  this  huge  crash  behind  me.   The  truck  that  I  had  just  passed 
had,  as  the  freeway  buckled,  it  hit  his  right  tire  and  it  flipped  him  onto 
his  back.   So,  he  came  down  and  just,  real  luckily,  just  barely  nicked  the 
back  end  of  my  car.    It  smashed  it  in,  but  it  didn't  push  me  over  the  edge 
of  the  freeway.   He  slammed  into  the  rail  beyond  me  and  came  to  a  rest 
also.    I  sat  in  the  car  for  a  few  seconds,  not  sure  if  I  should  get  out  or 
stay  there,  which  would  be  safer  if  the  whole  thing  started  crumpling.  I 
finally  got  out  of  the  passenger  side  door  because  I  didn't  want  to  go  out 
the  side  next  to  where  I  could  fall  off  real  easy.   My  first  instinct  was 
just  to  get  the  heck  out  of  there,  because  I  felt  real  lucky  I  had 
survived  that  long  ...  the  initial  earthquake  and  then  this  truck  smashing 
into  the  back  of  me.   But  I  went  up  to  the  truck  that  had  flipped  over. 
His  cab  was  just  totalled.   His  engine  was  leaking  gasoline  and  I  expected 
it  to  blow  up  at  any  moment  too.   But  he  was  in  there.    I  could  see  his 
foot  sticking  out  of  the  door,  and  I  thought  for  sure  he  was  dead.   So,  I 
said,  "Are  you  alive?",  and  he  goes,  "I'm  OK.    I  just  can't  get  out.", 
which  really  surprised  me.   His  cab  was  just  totalled.   He  was  like  a  hot 
dog  in  a  bun.   So,  I  said,  "OK.   I'll  try  and  get  you  out."   I  couldn't 
get  the  door  open  so  I  told  him  I  was  going  to  go  back  to  my  car  to  try 
and  get  some  tools  and  the  back  end  of  my  car  was  smashed  in.    I  couldn't 
get  it  open  and  I  couldn't  see  my  tools.    I  found  out  later  they  had  been 
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thrown  forward,  but  at  that  time,  you  just  don't  think  to  look.    I  didn't 
think  to  look;  I  left  everything  in  my  car.   So,  I  went  back  and  I  just 
grabbed  the  door  and  started  yanking  and  he  started  kicking  and  luckily, 
it  came  open  and  we  got  him  out.   His  name  was  and  he  worked 

for  _     It  was  a  large  flatbed  and  he  was  carrying  paper 

products.  I  started  looking  for  a  way  down  and  couldn't  find  a 

way  down.   We  could  see  southbound  way  down.    I  knew  there  was  an  exit  at 
Alameda  ramp,  but  we  could  see  where  the  freeway  was  sheered  off  about  20 
foot  and  I  thought  there  was  no  way  we  were  going  to  get  through  there. 
So,  we  kept  looking  for  a  way  down.   There  were  several  people  wandering 
around  with  bloody  noses.    I  went  over  to  one  man.   He  was  in  a  small 
pickup  truck  and  I  wanted  to  see  how  he  was.   He  had  injured  his  back,  so 
we  left  him  there.   He  was  in  a  lot  of  pain.   At  one  point,  we  could  look 
down  under  the  freeway  and  I  saw  a  car  under  there  with  about  three  people 
wandering  around  and  yelled  for  them  to  get  out  of  there  as  soon  as  they 
could.   Of  course,  they  were  really  stuck.   There  was  no  way  for  them  to 
climb  down.   I  know  some  people  climbed  down  pillars  and  stuff  but  where 
we  were,  that  didn't  seem  to  be  a  possibility.   Finally,  a  policeman  came 
from  way  down  the  southbound  area,  up  the  street.   He  came  up  with  an 
emergency  kit  and  he  told  us  that  we  could  get  off  at  16th  or  18th,  I 
guess.   When  we  got  down  there,  we  found  that  the  upper  freeway  had 
collapsed  lower  and  you  could  actually  get  off  where  an  on-ramp  came  on  to 
the  lower.   We  could  manage  to  get  off  there.   We  yelled  for  ...  there 
were  about  six  or  eight  people  wandering  around  as  we  started  yelling  that 
you  could  get  off  that  way.  A  group  of  us  left  down  that  way.   There  was 
about  four  Oriental  gentlemen,  a  couple  of  men  that  seemed  to  be  of 
Hispanic  descent.  There  was  a  young  Caucasian  woman  with  a  young  black  boy 
and  he  couldn't  run,  so  I  picked  him  up  and  carried  him  because  I  wanted 
to  get  out  of  there.   So,  we  ran  off  and  our  group  got  off  ...  I  guess  it 
looks  like  it  was  about  the  18th  Street.   Where  we  finally  hit  street 
level  was  16th.   Because  that's  where  the  off -ramp  finally  came  down  to 
the  street  level.   That's  basically  what  happened  up  there. 

LS:    When  you  look  at  this  photograph  in  front  of  you,  the  Cypress  Structure 
...  your  car  is  where  in  this  photograph? 

JD:    It  seems  to  be  at  West  Grand.  The  truck  that  hit  me  was  carrying  paper 
products  and  when  I  got  out,  they  were  just  scattered  all  over  the 
freeway.   That  seems  to  be  at  West  Grand. 

LS:    Your  car  is  what  kind  of  car? 

JD:    It's  a  Chevy  S-10  Blazer.    It  was  a  1983. 

LS:    What  color  was  it? 

JD:    Tan  and  gold. 

LS:    Did  the  paper  products  truck  ...  do  you  remember  what  kind  of  truck  that 
was? 

JD:    I  don't  know  what  kind  of  truck  it  was.    It  was  a  big  flatbed.   It  was  a 
24- footer,  I  found  out  later,  belonging  to  Pioneer  Packing. 
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LS:    You  mentioned  a  pickup,  a  small  pickup  that  you  ... 

JD:    Yeah.   It  was  southbound  from  me  and  it  was  an  older  pickup  like,  I  don't 
know,  a  '68  Chevy  or  something  like  that.   There  was  an  older  man,  I  would 
imagine  around  60. 

LS:    Do  you  remember  what  color  the  truck  was? 

JD:    No,  none  of  that.    I  just  ... 

LS:    That  was  north  or  south  of  you? 

JD:    South  of  me. 

LS:    South  of  you.   So,  that  would  actually  be  north  of  here,  right? 
JD:    This  is  south.   No,  I  was  here  and  he  was  down  here. 
LS:    Oh,  I'm  sorry. 

JD:    This  is  actually  south  here.   I  did  notice  he  has  his  lap  ...  he  had  a  lap 
belt  on.   His  face  was  all  bloody,  so  it  looked  like  his  head  had  hit  the 
steering  wheel.   He  was  complaining  of  back  injuries.   So,  I  don't  know, 
it  saved  him  from  going  through  the  windshield  but  who  knows,  it  may  have 
hurt  his  spine  by  holding  him  too  tight  or  something,  I  don't  know. 

LS:    He  stayed  in  the  truck? 

JD:    Yeah.    I  told  him,  "I  don't  want  to  move  you.",  because  I  was  too  worried 
about  injury  to  his  spine.    I  remember  he  was  in  a  lot  of  pain. 

LS:    This  white  woman  and  the  little  black  boy?  How  old  was  the  boy  there? 

JD:    The  boy  looked  like  he  was  probably  about  8,  I'd  say  ...  fairly  small. 

LS:    What  kind  of  vehicle  were  they  in,  do  you  remember? 

JD:    That  I  don't  know.   They  were  just  walking.   They  were  north  of  me 
someplace  and  they  had  started  coming  down  my  direction,  so  ... 

LS:    So,  you  carried  him  off  the  structure? 

JD:    Um-hum.   When  we  got  to  these  ...  down  south  farther  here,  it  was  broken 
up  and  he  couldn't  climb  over  and  he  couldn't  run.    I  don't  know  if  his 
feet  hurt  him  or  what,  but  he  was  just  scared.   He  was  scared!   So,  I  just 
picked  him  up  and  we  went. 

LS:    You  don't  remember  names  or  anything?  You  didn't  get  those  at  any  point? 

JD:    The  only  person  I  knew  was  the  person  who  got  out  of  the  truck  ... 


LS:    Once  you  got  off  the  structure  ...  you  got  off  at  18th,  you  said? 
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JD:    Um-hum.   It  collapsed  at  18th  and  then  the  on-ramp  from  the  lower  deck 
actually  let  us  off  at  16th.   From  there,  we  sort  of  just  wandered  around 
for  a  while.   I  stayed  with  the  guy  who  had  gotten  out  of  the 

truck.  We  finally  went  to  the  Coca-Cola  place  and  he  tried  to  call  his 
employer  and  his  wife.  I  tried  to  call  my  wife,  but  all  the  lines  were 
down. 

LS:    What  happened  to  the  woman  and  the  boy? 

JD:    I  have  no  idea.   There  were  about  eight  of  us  that  got  down  and  everybody 
sort  of  went  their  own  way. 

LS:    They  just  went  their  own  way? 

JD:    Yeah.   At  this  point,  there  was  a  lot  of  traffic  that  was  underneath  this 
section  that  had  not  collapsed  and  they  were  frantically  trying  to  get  off 
the  on-ramp.  There  were  police  and  volunteers  there  trying  to  direct 
them.   As  we  were  coming  down,  a  woman  stopped  her  car  and  asked  if  the 
young  boy  and  the  woman  wanted  a  ride.   Everybody  was  just  so  panicked  at 
that  point,  she  didn't  accept.   She  probably  should  have  because  we  were 
stuck  there  for  a  couple  of  hours  trying  to  get  home. 

LS:    So,  there  weren't  any  emergency  people  down  here? 

JD:    When  I  was  going  off,  I  saw  a  fire  truck  coming  up.   At  one  point,  there 
were  the  policemen,  of  course,  that  came  up  onto  the  freeway  to  help  us 
...  was  there.   There  were  at  least  two  or  three  police  people  at  this 
point  directing  traffic  and  freeing  up  this  structure  that  hadn't 
collapsed,  trying  to  get  those  people  out  of  there. 

LS:    How  about  the  policeman  that  walked  down?  You  say  he  had  an  emergency  kit 
with  him? 

JD:    Looked  like  he  had  a  little  first  aid  kit. 

LS:    Was  it  ...  do  you  remember  what  agency  he  was  from? 

JD:    No  idea. 

LS:    Tan  uniform?  A  blue  uniform? 

JD:    It  wasn't  blue.    I  think  it  was  more  tan. 

LS:    So,  he  had  like  a  little  bag  or  box  or  ... 

JD:    Box,  a  little  ...  it  seemed  ...  it  looked  to  me  like  a  little  small 
briefcase  type  box. 

LS:    What  did  you  see  him  doing? 

JD:    When  he  came  down  towards  us,  he  started  yelling  that  we  could  get  off 
that  way.   So,  when  he  did  that,  we  took  off.   I  didn't  watch  him  any 
further.   I  told  him  there  was  a  guy  in  the  truck,  to  check  him  out,  but 
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other  than  that,  I  was  out  of  there!   Yeah,  I  felt  I  was  pressing  my  luck! 

LS:    I'm  going  to  ask  you  just  a  few  questions.   Some  of  them  may  be  redundant, 
but  ...  how  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

JD:    Oh,  I've  only  started  driving  this  route  recently  when  I  started  going  to 
school  in  Richmond  ...  which  was  only  two  weeks  before.    I  was  only 
driving  it  twice  a  week. 

LS:  So,  what  direction  were  you  travelling? 

JD:  I  was  going  home,  towards  San  Lorenzo  from  Oakland  ...  so  south. 

LS:  How  heavy  was  the  traffic? 

JD:  Very  light,  very  light. 

LS:  Is  that  normal? 

JD:  I've  only  driven  it,  like  I  said,  a  couple  of  times.   But  the  times  that 
I've  gone  through  there,  it  has  been  light.   Yeah,  surprisingly. 

LS:    What  lane  were  you  in? 

JD:    Which  is  the  fast  lane? 

LS:    Usually  it's  the  #1. 

JD:    That's  the  #1?   I  was  in  #2. 

LS:    How  fast  were  you  going? 

JD:    At  least  55  to  60. 

LS:    How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle? 

JD:    Just  me. 

LS:    About  where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began,  when  you  realized  that  it 
was  an  earthquake? 

JD:    I  tried  to  figure  that  out.   I  didn't  know  the  streets  through  here,  but  I 
originally  thought  I  was  around  20th.   I  can  see  now  that  if  I  was  at  West 
Grand,  I  had  to  be  at  least  two  or  three  blocks  up  from  that.   So,  I  don't 
know  what  these  streets  are  here,  but  I'd  imagine  around  24th  Street. 
That  sounds  about  right.   We  slid  for  quite  a  ways. 

LS:    Did  you  realize  it  was  an  earthquake  right  away,  or  ... 

JD:    I  realized  on  the  third  shock,  yeah.   I  thought,  "This  is  it,  man,  I'm  a 
dead  man!"  Yeah. 
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LS:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you?   I  mean,  as  you  were  driving  then? 

JD:    I  just  remember  I  was  in  a  small  cluster  of  cars.  There  were  maybe  three 
or  four  of  us.    I  was  in  the  #2  lane.  This  large  flatbed  was  in  the  #3 
lane,  and  I  was  trying  to  pass  him.   On  the  other  side  of  him,  there  were 
one  or  two  vehicles  in  the  #1  lane  that  I  could  see.   So,  that's  what  I 
remember  from  the  traffic  right  there. 

LS:    What  was  your  first  indication  something  was  wrong? 

JD:    It  felt  like  a  strong  gust  of  wind  hit  me.   It  sort  of  shimmied  my  car  and 
then  it  came  again  even  stronger  and  on  the  third  one,  I  started 
bouncing.  The  road  just  buckled  in  front  of  me  and  everything  started 
sliding  off  to  the  left. 

LS:    So,  it  wasn't  something  that  you  felt  was  mechanically  wrong  with  the 
car?   It  was  some  external  force  that  you  ... 

JD:    External,  yeah.  It  felt  like  wind  ...  the  first  one. 

LS:    What  did  you  do  when  the  first  wind  sheer  hit  you,  or  whatever  it  was  you 
felt? 

JD:    With  the  very  first  one,  I  thought  "Gee,  that's  a  strange  wind."  Because 
it  wasn't  a  windy  day.   Then  with  the  second  one,  my  instinct  was  I'm 
getting  this  from  this  truck  next  to  me,  because  it  was  a  large  truck;  so 
I  stepped  on  the  gas  to  get  in  front  of  him.  The  third  one,  I  think  I 
must  have  just  cleared  him  and  that's  when  I  knew  it  was  an  earthquake. 
Later  I  talked  to  the  man  who  was  in  the  truck  and  he  said  that  he 

had  stepped  on  the  brakes  to  try  and  control  his  truck  which  separated  us 
...  thankfully,  or  luckily. 

LS:    Do  you  know  what  the  other  vehicles  did  besides  having  talked  to  the  truck 
driver?  What  they  did  to  ... 

JD:    No  idea. 

LS:    Then  what  happened  after  all  these  motions? 

JD:    After  the  shimmy  and  the  freeway  broke  up  in  front  of  me,  the  asphalt  just 
sort  of  crumpled,  as  if  you'd  taken  a  piece  of  bread  and  just  squished  it 
shorter,  everything  just  broke  up  that  way.   You  could  really  see  the 
whole  freeway  tilt  off  to  the  left,  my  left,  the  direction  I  was  going. 
It  slid  and  I  just  grabbed  my  steering  wheel  as  hard  as  I  could  and  just 
said,  "This  is  it!"  and  waited  for  whatever  would  happen.   I  had  ...  I  hit 
the  side  of  the  freeway.   Along  the  freeway,  there's  about  a  three  and  a 
half  or  four  foot  cement  rail  and  down  below  that,  there's  like  a  little 
step-up  rail,  maybe  six  inches.   I  thought  at  first  that  I  had  really  hit 
the  side  of  the  freeway  and  then  later,  I  thought  I'd  just  hit  that  but 
when  I  inspected  the  car,  it's  obvious  that  I  hit  both  of  them  quite 
strongly. 
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LS:    Then  you  came  to  rest  around  West  Grand  ... 

JD:    Around  West  Grand.    I  seemed  to  be  right  at  West  Grand,  yeah. 

LS:    How  did  you  get  out  of  your  vehicle? 

JD:  I  got  out  the  passenger  side  which  was  the  opposite  side  from  the  edge  of 
the  freeway.  I  didn't  want  to  get  out  the  side  where  I  could  drop  off  if 
anything  happened. 

LS:    You  didn't  have  any  problem  getting  out? 

JD:    No.   No,  I  was  fine. 

LS:    The  next  question  is  were  you  injured? 

JD:    I  was,  at  that  point,  I  didn't  feel  injured  at  all.   The  next  day  I 

started  getting  a  slight  stiff  neck,  and  the  next  day  after  that  it  was 
quite  sore,  and  my  waist  was  sore,  and  I  found  a  small  bump  on  my  knee,  my 
right  knee,  where  I'd  hit  it  on  something.    In  about  three  or  four  days, 
it  was  all  gone. 

LS:    So,  you  haven't  sought  out  any  medical  attention? 

JD:  No. 

LS:    Can  you  tell  me  what  happened  to  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around 
you?  You  said  you  had  helped  this  gentleman  out  of  the  truck? 

JD:    Yes.   The  man  in  the  truck,  once  we  got  him  out,  he  had  scraped  up  his 
left  elbow.    It  was  bloody.   He  kept  holding  his  left  rib  cage.   He  had 
obviously  bruised  his  ribs  or  fractured  it  or  something.   He  was  in  pain 
there,  but  he  could  walk  and  that  was  ... 

LS: 
JD: 

LS:    He  was  in  . . . 

JD:    He  was  in  the  flatbed  truck,  the  Pioneer  Packing  truck. 

LS:    He  was  actually  trapped  in  there? 

JD:    He  was  upside  down,  he  couldn't  get  out. 

LS:    So,  you  had  to  do  some  work  to  get  him  out? 

JD:    Yeah.    I  stuck  my  left  foot  up  on  the  cab  and  grabbed  the  edge  of  the  door 
and  just  yanked  and  luckily,  it  came  open.   Because  the  door  was  curled 
completely  under  his  cab  and  the  engine,  the  hood  of  the  engine  was  ripped 
off.   He  said  he  wasn't  worried  about  it  catching  ...  because  it  was  a 
diesel,  but  I  didn't  know  that  at  the  time!   Other  people  around  me  ...  I 
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saw  two  Mexican-seeming  gentlemen.   One  had  his  left  eye  swollen  shut, 
quite  bloody  face  ...  probably  a  bloody  nose  or  cut  lip  or  something.  A 
group  of  about  four  Oriental  gentlemen  that  seemed  fine  except  they  were  a 
little  ...  just  like  all  of  us  ...  a  little  dazed  about  what  had 
happened.  An  older  man  in  a  pickup  truck  had  quite  a  bloody  face  and  it 
looked  like  he  had  smashed  his  face  on  the  steering  wheel  and  he  was  in  a 
lot  of  pain  from  the  spine. 

LS:    You  just  told  him  to  wait  there,  and  ... 

JD:    We  left  him  there.  We  told  him  we  weren't  going  to  try  to  move  him 
because  we  didn't  know  what  his  injury  was.   He  couldn't  move,  so  he 
wasn't  paralyzed. 

LS:    How  about  the  lower  ...  did  you  see  anything  on  the  lower  deck  at  all? 

JD:    Yeah.  At  one  point,  the  freeway  had  buckled  on  both  sides  but  one  ... 
it's  hard  to  explain.   One  section  on  the  right  side  had  held  so  it  made 
like  a  gap  that  you  could  look  down  through  to  the  lower  deck.   I  could 
see  probably  100  yards  of  the  lower  deck  at  that  point.  There  seemed  to 
be  a  car  directly  under  me  on  the  part  that  had  collapsed,  although  there 
seemed  to  be  enough  space  there.   It  wasn't  completely  flattened,  maybe  a 
three  or  four  foot  space,  something  like  that?  Down  where  it  was  still 
up,  there  was  a  vehicle  in  there  and  I  forget  what  it  was.    It  comes  to  my 
mind  it  was  some  kind  of  van.  There  were  three  people,  three  men, 
wandering  around  down  in  that  section. 

LS:    You  don't  remember  what  the  other  vehicles  were? 

JD:    Underneath  me?  No.   I,  just  a  vague  impression  that  there  was  one  there. 
There  may  not  even  have  been  one. 

LS:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  quake  ...  jolting, 
rocking,  swerving? 

JD:    Oh,  a  real  strong  side  to  side  shimmy  and  with  the  third,  whatever  you 
call  it,  third  shock  wave,  it  actually  started  bouncing  off  the  road. 

LS:    What  was  your  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  falling? 

JD:    When  it  crumpled,  when  all  that  asphalt  just  started  breaking  up  and  this 
and  that  started  breaking  up. 

LS:    So,  it  was  more  of  a  visual  indication? 

JD:    Visual ,  yeah. 

LS:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake?  Swaying,  rolling? 

JD:    It  seemed  to  be  ...  again,  the  best  word  that  comes  to  mind  is  shimmying, 
side  to  side,  a  very  strong  side  to  side  movement. 
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LS:  Let's  go  over  ...  just  kind  of  ...  what  was  the  mechanical  condition  of 
your  vehicle  prior  to  the  accident? 

JD:    It  was  in  very  good  shape.    It  has  about  66,000  miles.    I  had  always  kept 
up  the  maintenance  very  well  and  it  ran  very  well. 

LS:    What  was  your  health  prior  to  the  ... 

JD:  Accident? 

LS:    Good  health? 

JD:    Um-hum,  excellent. 

LS:    Were  you  taking  any  medication  for  anything? 
JD:  No. 

LS:    Do  you  have  to  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 
JD:  No. 

LS:    You  did  have  your  seatbelt  on? 
JD:  Yes. 

LS:    Do  you  think  that  that  helped  you  out? 

JD:    I'm  sure  that  it  did,  especially  the  shoulder  strap  part.   That  definitely 
kept  me  from  being  thrown  forward.   It's  hard  to  say  how  hard  I  hit  the 
side.    It  seemed  like  anywhere  from  15  to  25  miles  an  hour  but  again,  it's 
impossible  to  really  say. 

LS:    Is  there  anything  that  you  can  think  of  that  we  haven't  covered  that  you 
want  to  add? 

JD:    Oh,  that's  pretty  thorough. 

LS:    Yeah,  pretty  thorough.   Do  you  ... 

JD:    I  would  like  to  say  everybody  seemed  quite  calm.    I  don't  know  if  that  was 
shock  or  ...  nobody  around  in  my  group  was  panicking  or  yelling  or 
screaming  and  running  around  like  crazy  people.   They  were  j'ust  sort  of 
wandering  around  and  going,  "What's  next?  What  do  we  do  next?".   So,  I 
thought  that  was  impressive.   The  fact  that  even  though  the  structure 
collapsed,  the  people  on  top  were  relatively  uninjured. 

LS:    Do  you  know  what  kind  of  damage  your  vehicle  sustained. 

JD:  Yeah.  I  went  over  and  saw  it  in  the  wrecking  yard  and  where  it  had  hit 
the  side  of  the  freeway,  the  left  front  end  had  been  smashed  in  and  the 
frame  actually  moved  back  a  couple  of  inches.   Where  truck  had  hit 

me  in  the  rear,  the  right  rear  end  had  been  smashed  in.   The  estimate  they 
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got  was  $3700  damage. 

LS:    When  you  got  off  the  freeway,  you  said  you  were  down  on  the  streets  for  a 
couple  of  hours  before  you  got  out  of  there? 

JD:    Yeah.   We  went  to  the  Coca-Cola  plant  and  tried  to  call  and  then  we 
finally  just  gave  up  there,  probably  ...  I  don't  know.   Time  sort  of 
distorted  and  when  we  got  off  the  freeway,  I  thought  the  police  had  got 
there  quite  quick  and  then  somebody  said  ...  I  thought  it  had  been  about 
five  minutes  since  it  had  happened  and  somebody  said  no,  it's  been  15-20 
minutes.   But  still,  my  perception  was  that  they  got  there  fast.  We 
finally  left  the  Coca-Cola  plant  and  wandered  into  the  neighborhood  and  I 
think  we  went  to  this  house  right  here  actually.   There  were  some  black 
ladies  out  on  the  street  talking  and  we  asked  them  could  we  use  their 
phone.  We  told  them  what  had  happened  and  they  said  sure,  and  eventually 
the  man  of  the  house  came  out  and  he  offered  to  take  us  to  job  down 

below  the  Coliseum  in  South  Oakland.   When  we  got  there,  ;  boss  gave 

me  a  ride  home  to  San  Lorenzo  ...  one  of  his  employees  took  me  home.  So, 
that's  how  I  got  home.   It  took  about  two  hours. 

LS:    Have  you  had  any  contact  with       *  since  then? 

JD:    We're  going  out  to  dinner  Sunday  night! 

LS:    So,  you  made  a  friend  then? 

JD:    Yeah,  yeah.   He  lives  out  in  Oakley,  which  is  way  out  on  the  Delta,  and 
yeah,  he  wanted  to  get  together  and  he  wanted  to  take  us  out  to  dinner  and 
I  said,  M0h,  you  don't  need  to  do  that",  but  ...  so  it  will  be  nice.  He 
and  his  wife  are  going  to  come  out  and  me  and  my  wife  are  going  to  go. 

LS:    We'll  end  the  interview  at  9:26. 
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D-ll,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092, 

on  November  13.  1989.  at  approximately  1410  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
at  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  Mr. 
Attorney  for  ,  acted  as  translator  for  the  interview.   The  following 

persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 

Dfi: 

T  : 

Each  question/remark  by  Investigator  Mitchell  is  translated  by  T  to  DB,  then 
DB's  response  is  translated  back  to  SM  by  T.   Generally,  only  the  Translator's 
response  is  shown. 

SM:    Translating  will  be  ,  his  attorney.   Mr.  how  often  do 

you  travel  the  same  route  back  and  forth? 

T:  Every  day,  daily.   Especially  when  he  has  work  in  Berkeley. 

SM:  Where  was  he  coming  from  on  that  date? 

T:  (Inaudible) 

SM:  You  were  going  to? 

DB:  Oakland. 

SM:  So,  you  were  travelling  southbound? 

DB:  Si. 

SM:  How  heavy  was  the  traffic  on  that  date? 

T:  It  wasn't  heavy. 

SM:  Was  that  unusual? 

T:  Yeah,  ordinarily  there  would  be  more  traffic,  stop  and  go  type. 

SM:  Does  he  recall  which  traffic  lane  he  was  in? 

T:  Left  most  lane.   He  was  in  the  fast  lane. 

SM:  About  how  fast  was  he  going  right  before  the  earthquake  happened? 

T:  About  55. 

SM:  How  many  people  were  in  your  car? 

T:  One  person  other  than  him. 
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SM:  Were  you  both  wearing  your  seatbelts? 

DB:  Si. 

SM:  Shoulder  harness  type? 

DB:  Si. 

T:  He  had  the  marks  from  the  shoulder  straps. 

SM:  Does  he  recall  where  he  was  when  he  first  felt  the  earthquake  or  first 
felt  something  wrong? 

T:  You  mean  in  terms  of  the  streets  or  overpasses? 

SM:  Yeah. 

T:  Let's  see  a  map. 

SM:  You  would  have  been  coming  this  direction  down  this  way. 

T:     We  went  out  there  and  the  only  thing  we  could  pinpoint  for  you  would  be 
...  it's  difficult  because  he  said  18th,  but  as  we  drove  along  this  area 
looks  more  familiar  to  him  ...  some  factories  he  recognizes  by  the  side. 
That's  all  we  can  tell  you  right  now. 

SM:    Some  of  the  cars  were  already  removed  so  it's  hard  to  tell.   Does  he 
remember  how  close  he  was  to  any  of  these  big  trucks? 

DB:  No. 

T:     There  was  a  fallen  piece  of  freeway. 

SM:    Does  he  remember  anything  about  any  of  the  other  cars  that  were  around  him 
before  anything  happened? 

T:     There  were  cars  to  my  side  and  my  lane  was  clear.  There  were  cars  to  my 
side  behind  me. 

SM:    Can  he  remember  a  description  of  those  cars? 

T:     He  said  there's  no  warning  about  an  earthquake  happening  so  you  aren't 
paying  attention  to  those  kind  of  details,  but  they  were  not  trucks.  In 
reality,  he  can't  remember  if  there  were  trucks  or  not.   He  was  just 
checking  his  lanes  and  driving  with  due  care.   He  was  just  watching  the 
road  for  driving  purposes;  he  wasn't  paying  attention  to  identity  of 
vehicles.   He  said  if  you  start  counting  cars  you'll  just  get  nervous. 

SM:    When  did  he  first  feel  that  something  was  wrong?  What  was  his  first 
indication  that  things  were  not  going  right? 

T:     His  car  started  swerving  ...  his  car  started  to  very  very  smoothly,  just 
start  moving  on  its  own  accord.   He  said  the  steering  wheel  didn't  even 
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move,  just  the  car  itself  started  to  sway,  flow  back  and  forth  very  very 
smoothly.   Without  this,  he's  very  adamant  about  the  fact  that  the 
steering  wheel  didn't  jump  or  jiggle  or  give  him  any  problem. 

SM:    Was  it  vibrating  or  shaking? 

T:  No. 

SM:    Does  he  recall  which  direction  he  moved  towards  first,  his  right  or  his 
left? 

T:     To  the  right,  but  he  was  going  back  and  forth.   He  thought  it  was  a  tire. 
That's  the  first  thing  that  came  to  mind.   The  first  logical  thought  that 
came  into  his  mind.   He  didn't  think  about  an  earthquake. 

SM:    What  did  he  do  when  he  started  feeling  his  car  move  to  the  right  and  left? 

T:     First  he  thought  it  was  a  tire  and  decided  to  check  my  right  for 

clearance,  to  make  sure  there  was  no  one,  to  determine  whether  I  should 
accelerate  or  decelerate.   He  decided  to  continue  the  same,  more  or  less. 
He  began  to  see  that  other  cars  were  losing  control  behind  him.    I  turned 
to  the  front  and  tried  to  maintain  a  straight  course,  but  I  felt  a 
terrific  blow  at  my  feet  and  then  my  car  was  turned  over.    I  don't  recall 
clearly  after  that,  I  lost  control  completely.   We  have  a  picture  where 
the  running  board  on  his  car  is  caved  in.   He  says  that  one  of  the  slabs 
actually  came  up  and  caught  him  in  the  running  board  and  tipped  him  over. 

SM:    So,  his  car  did  flip  over  on  top  of  its  roof?  Did  it  flip  back  on  its 
wheels  or  just  land  on  its  roof? 

T:     He  doesn't  know  how  many  revolutions;  he  feels  it  was  more  than  one 

revolution  but  he  didn't  count  them.  It  landed  on  its  tires.  You're  not 
paying  attention  to  the  number  of  revolutions,  you're  just  trying  to  stay 
al ive. 

SM:    He  doesn't  recall  having  it  hit  on  its  top  and  then  land  on  his  wheels? 
T:     Yeah.   More  than  one. 

SM:    Then,  it  just  suddenly  came  to  a  stop  on  its  wheels? 

T:     Yeah,  it  landed  on  its  wheels  but  then  the  wheels  were  twisted  at  an 
angle. 

SM:    Does  he  recall  hitting,  besides  the  concrete  that  came  up  and  hit  the 
running  board,  does  he  recall  hitting  other  pieces  of  concrete? 

T:     I  did  notice  that  there  was  pieces  of  concrete  in  my  car  and  all  over  his 
body. 

SM:    Does  he  recall  whether  his  car  hit  any  other  cars? 

T:     No,  because  I  observed  ...  I  was  straddling  the  road.   He  did  see  that 
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part  of  ...  apparently,  he  ended  up  straddling  the  lanes,  and  he  had  a 
view  of  the  on  coming  traffic.   He  noticed  that  his  part  of  the  freeway 
was  lifted  up,  and  he  thought  he  noticed  that  the  cars  behind  him  slammed 
into  that  concrete  raised  section.   Where  he  was,  his  piece  of  freeway  was 
at  an  angle  and  the  section  that  lifted  up  ...  he  thinks  that  section  is 
the  section  that  caught  his  car  and  rolled  him  over.   He  could  see  down  on 
the  second  deck  where  he  was. 

SM:    Which  direction  was  the  front  of  his  car  facing,  north  or  the  direction  he 
had  been  going  southbound? 

T:     No,  he  was  straddling  the  lanes. 

SM:    He  was  across? 

T:     He  was  across  the  lanes.   He's  thinking  that  that  section  that  raised  up, 
is  the  section  that  caught  his  car  and  flipped  him  over.   He's  repeating 
himself. 

SM:    Did  he  see  where  any  of  the  other  cars  around  him  stopped?  After  that 
happened  and  his  car  stopped,  did  he  notice  any  of  the  other  cars  around 
him? 

T:     We  looked  out  towards  the  freeway,  and  there  was  a  helicopter  there 
already.  There  were  patrol  cars  on  the  street  below,  and  the  police 
officers  warned  us  to  lie  down  onto  the  concrete.   They  sat  near  their 
car,  they  just  sat  down.   Someone  in  green  uniforms  had  already  climbed  up 
with  yellow  badges.   You  could  still,  even  at  this  late  (it  must  be 
several  minutes  after)  and  he  said  the  freeway,  you  could  still  feel  it 
moving.   More  pieces  of  freeway  were  falling.  The  freeway  was  definitely 
settling  and  falling  'cause  the  cars  themselves  were  rolling,  even  after 
without  anybody  inside,  they  were  rolling  forward.   I  really  felt  that  it 
was  going  to  fall,  the  whole  thing  was  going  to  collapse.   I  concentrated 
on  saving  my  life  and  getting  out  of  there.  We  looked  towards  the  section 
that  was  pointing  down  and  we  noticed  that  other  people  were  climbing  with 
a  ladder,  aluminum  ladder.   By  this  time  there  was  a  policeman  on  that 
collapsed  deck,  and  the  policeman  was  trying  to  calm  people  and  control 
the  situation.   He  told  them  (the  police)  about  the  ladder.  Then,  an 
officer  directed  everyone  towards  the  ladder.  We  went  down  one  at  a  time 
because  we  were  fearful  that  the  top  deck,  it  was  still  at  an  angle  like 
this.   The  officer  was  afraid  that  this  deck  would  collapse  on  all  of 
them,  so  he  sent  them  down  one  at  a  time. 

SM:    Where  was  the  ladder?  Was  it  actually  anchored  on  the  bottom  deck? 

T:     The  ladder  was  definitely  on  the  street  level.   They  slid  down  essentially 
down  that  piece  of  slab  to  the  second  level,  or  the  first  level.  Then, 
they  climbed  down.   But  when  he  got  to  the  ladder  and  started  climbing,  he 
began  to  feel  tremendous  weight  around  his  waist  and  legs.   Then,  he 
started  getting  weak;  someone  had  to  come  up  and  grab  him  and  bring  him 
down.   He  can't  remember  anything  else.  They  brought  him  down  the 
ladder.   It's  interesting,  they  tell  him  he  was  answering  questions 
waiting  for  the  ambulance,  but  he  doesn't  remember  anything.   Just  he 
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remembers  moments  when  he  was  in  the  hospital  and  lots  of  doctors  and 
lights.   Later,  when  he  apparently  regained  what  you  would  call  alertness, 
when  he  was  in  his  room,  the  quiet  of  his  room  with  the  I.V. 

SM:    Does  he  remember  which  side  of  the  freeway  the  ladder  was  on?  West  or 
east? 

T:     Can  we  pull  out  that  picture  again?  He  thinks  that  might  be  his  car. 
There's  the  car  that  hit  the  ...  and  he  would  have  come  down  here.  That 
correlates  with  what  he's  been  saying. 

SM:    He's  pointing  then  to  about  half  way  between  24th  and  West  Grand  where  he 
thinks  his  car  was. 

T:     He's  just  saying  based  on  logic,  what  he  just  remembers  himself  in  looking 
at  the  photographs,  but  he  can't  be  absolutely  sure. 

SM:    So,  does  he  think  he  got  off  then  on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway? 

T:  No. 

SM:    The  ladder  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  freeway? 

T:     He's  not  absolutely  sure  that's  where  it  happened,  but  that  correlates  to 
what  he  remembers. 

SM:    I  think  we've  identified  the  rollover  so  I  think,  when  I  get  back  to  the 
office,  I  can  identify  exactly  where  he  was. 

T:     He  remembers  the  ambulance  taking  him  underneath  the  freeway.  He 

remembers  that,  but  he  can't  remember  exactly  sure  where.    It  might  be 
this.   Was  there  just  one  rollover? 

SM:    I  believe  so.    I  believe  his  was  the  only  rollover  that  I  can  recall. 

T:     Let  me  get  that  picture.   He  thinks  that  might  be  his  car  ... 

SM:    Because  of  the  angle? 

T:     That's  the  position  it  stayed  in  and  I  told  him  you're  going  to  go  back 
and  check. 

SM:    How  did  he  get  out  of  his  car? 

T:     Through  the  window. 

SM:    On  the  driver's  side? 

T:     The  driver's  side.    I  think  it's  a  good  thing  he  was  wearing  that  shoulder 
strap. 

SM:    What  ...  he  said  something  about  as  he  started  to  go  down  the  ladder  he 
felt  pain  ...  was  there  any  other  injuries  that  he  felt  right  away? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-74 


T:     At  that  moment  the  car  stopped,  I  wasn't  feeling  ...  I  was  just  thinking 
about  getting  out  alive.  OK? 

SM:    How  did  get  out  of  the  car? 

T:     I  don't  remember,  I  think  through  his  door.    'Cause  his  door  did  open.  I 
was  confused  and  I  was  scared.   Very,  very  afraid. 

SM:    After  he  climbed  down  the  ladder,  does  he  remember  how  long  he  had  to  wait 
for  the  ambulance? 

T:     No.   But,  I  do  recall  that  when  I  looked  over  the  freeway  before  I  got 
down,  there  were  several  ambulances. 

SM:    So,  he  was  transported  by  ambulance? 

T:  Yes. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  what  hospital  you  went  to? 
DB:  Providence. 

SM:    How  long  did  you  stay  at  Providence  hospital? 
DB:    One  day  and  a  half. 

T:     One  day  and  a  half  or  one  day?  Overnight?  Second  day  around  2  or  3  in 
the  afternoon.   They  released  him  even  though  he  was  still  hurt.  Highland 
has  been  treating  him  since  then. 

SM:    What  has  the  doctor  diagnosed  his  injuries? 

T:     Fractured  nose,  fractured  coccyx,  internal  injuries  (they're  not  ... 

unspecified  internal  injuries  right  now)  because  he  was  bleeding.   He  had 
blood  in  the  urine.   He's  got  head  trauma,  he  had  two,  both,  black  eyes. 
He's  got  heavy  concussions. 

SM:    Does  he  recall  hitting  anything  in  the  car  when  it  ...  he  doesn't 
remember? 

T:     Yeah,  he  apparently  ...  his  license  plates  are  missing? 
SM:    He  took  one.   He  took  it  off. 

T:     In  the  release,  he  said  the  license  plates  were  missing,  I  guess  to  the 
car.   He's  worried  about  the  importance  of  having  his  license  plates. 

SM:    He  was  taking  off  his  license  plates  when  I  saw  him. 

T:     He  stuck  it  in  the  car.   He  just  stuck  it  in  the  cab. 

SM:   Ten  or  twelve  hours  prior  to  all  this  happening,  had  he  consumed  any 
alcohol  or  taken  any  prescription  medication? 
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T:     I  don't  drink;  I've  never  drank.   I  don't  smoke.    I  don't  touch  anything. 

SM:    Does  he  have  any  vision  restrictions?   Is  he  required  to  wear  glasses  when 
he  drives? 

T:     He  wears  glasses,  but  he  doesn't  remember  a  restriction  on  his  license. 
OK.   No,  it's  not  a  requirement  on  his  license. 

SM:    Was  he  wearing  glasses  at  the  time? 

T:     Yeah,  he  was  wearing  his  glasses.   He  lost  them  on  the  freeway. 
SM:    Was  he  in  good  health  before  the  earthquake? 
T:  Always. 

SM:    Is  your  car  still  at  A&B  Tow?   Does  he  know? 
T:     Yes,  it's  still  there. 

SM:    At  this  time  I'm  going  to  terminate  the  interview.   We're  going  to  pick  up 
again  on  the  tape  and  add  one  more  question  that  I  neglected  to  ask.  If 
you  can,  ask  him  if  he  noticed  how  the  freeway  moved,  whether  he  noticed 
it  buckling  or  any  pillars  falling? 

T:     He  felt  the  car  moving  but  didn't  see  anything  visually.   Had  he  seen 
something  visually  it  would  have  clued  him  in  that  there  was  an 
earthquake;  however,  afterwards  he  noticed  that  the  roadway  was,  had  the 
appearance  of  waves  and  it  had  fractured  in  certain  points  where  the  waves 
just  snapped.   Only  the  feeling,  only  after  it  was  all  over,  then  the  view 
clearly  resembled  waves. 

SM:    All  right,  at  this  point  we  are  going  to  end  the  interview. 
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P-11A,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  13,  1989,  at  approximately  1455  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  ,  Oakland,  CA.   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  Mr. 

Attorney  for  Mr.  ,  acted  as  translator  for  the  interview,  the 

following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 

AF: 

T  : 

Each  question/remark  by  Investigator  Mitchell  is  translated  by  T  to  AF,  then 
AF's  response  is  translated  back  to  SM  by  T.   Generally,  only  the  Translator's 
response  is  shown. 

SM:    How  often  does  he  travel  that  route? 

T:     That's  the  first  time  I  had  gone  by  there.   That's  the  first  time. 
SM:    He  was  travelling  from  Hayward  to  where? 

T:     Further  past  Oakland.    I  was  coming  past  Oakland  from  Berkeley.   I  was 
working  with 

SM:    He  was  coming  from  Berkeley  back  home  to  Hayward? 
T:  Correct. 

SM:    How  heavy  was  the  traffic? 
T:     It  wasn't  very  heavy. 

SM:    In  case  the  tape  didn't  pick  that  up,  he  said  it  wasn't  very  heavy.  Does 
he  remember  which  lane  was  driving  in? 

T:  The  left  most  lane. 

SM:  Does  he  recall  how  fast  they  were  going? 

T:  He  feels  about  55. 

SM:  It  was  just  himself  and  the  driver  in  the  car? 

T:  Just  and  I. 

SM:  Does  he  remember  the  cross  street  where  he  was  when  he  first  felt  the 
earthquake? 

T:  I  don't  recall  very  well  because  I'm  not  familiar  with  the  area. 

SM:  What  did  he  first  feel? 
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T:     That  the  car  was  swaying  to  the  sides.    It  just  felt  like  the  car  wanted 
to  tug  away  from  the  road. 

SM:    What  did  he  say  or  what  did  he  think  was  happening? 

T:     I  thought  we  had  a  flat  tire. 

SM:    Does  he  recall  saying  anything  to  the  driver? 

T:     No,  I  didn't  say  anything  because  I  felt  nervous.    I  had  never  been 
through  anything  like  this  before. 

SM:  Did  he  know  it  was  a  earthquake? 

T:  No.    I  didn't  realize  it  was  an  earthquake  until  we  got  out  of  the  car. 

SM:  Does  he  remember  anything  about  the  cars  around  him? 

T:  He  said  there  were  cars  ahead  of  us  and  there  cars  behind  us. 

SM:  Does  he  remember  any  of  them  well  enough  to  describe  any  of  the  cars? 

T:     Ahead  of  us  was  a  pickup  ...  behind  us  ...  there  was  a  car  behind  us.  Oh, 
there  was  a  brown  car  behind  us. 

SM:    Brown  car  behind  them.   Do  you  recall  which  lane  or  how  far  behind? 

T:     Maybe  15  meters.   The  middle  lane. 

SM:    Have  him  describe  what  he  felt  after  the  cars  started  going  back  and 
forth?  What  happened  after  that? 

T:     To  the  car  or  to  him? 

SM:    The  car  and  him  in  it. 

T:     I  felt  something  hit  the  bottom,  which  I  presume  made  us  turn  over.  The 
car  turned  over.   We  got  out  of  the  car  and  that's  when  we  saw  that  there 
had  been  an  earthquake. 

SM:    Did  the  car  land  on  its  roof  or  land  on  its  wheels? 

T:  Wheels. 

SM:    How  did  he  get  out  of  the  car? 
T:     I  opened  the  door. 

SM:    Does  he  remember  where  the  cars  around  him,  like  the  brown  car  that  was 
behind  him,  does  he  remember  where  they  landed? 

T:     He  says  the  pickup  overturned,  and  the  brown  car  hit  the  concrete  that 
raised  behind  him. 
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SM:    Did  he  see  any  of  the  drivers  or  the  passengers  in  any  of  those  cars? 
T:     Yes,  they  got  out  of  their  cars. 
SM:    Who  got  out  of  the  pickup? 

T:     That  one  I  didn't  notice.   One  man  got  out  of  the  brown  car.   He  was 
alone. 

SM:    Did  he  see  whether  he  appeared  like  he  was  hurt?  Was  he  bleeding? 
T:     He  limped.   There  was  something  wrong  with  his  leg. 
SM:    Was  he  injured  when  the  car  rolled? 
T:     I  hit  my  face,  my  abdomen  and  my  hand. 
SM:    What  happened  when  he  got  out  of  the  car? 

T:     We  felt  trembling,  and  the  others  were  saying  there  were  ambulances  below 
us.   We  were  directed  by  a  policeman  to  just  sit  and  wait  for  people  to 
come  to  put  something  to  get  us  down.   They  raised  the  ladder,  from  the 
street  level,  to  the  first  level  at  the  point  where  the  freeway  had 
pointed  down.   That's  when  we  got  down. 

SM:    How  did  he  climb  down  from  the  top  level,  to  the  bottom  level,  to  get  to 
the  ladder? 

T:     Our  bridge  broke  and  the  end  of  it  hit  the  floor  beneath  us  so  we  walked 
down  at  that  end. 

SM:    Does  he  remember  who  walked  down  with  him  and 

T:     They  went  to  the  side,  first  ,  then  I  climbed  down.   Then,  a  man  in 

a  Bronco  took  us  to  the  ambulances.   A  man  was  holding  There  were 

policeman  on  top  and  below.   Do  you  want  me  to  ask  him  again  about  who 
else  was  upon  ...  I'm  not  getting  it.    I'll  try  one  more  time.  Yeah, 
there  were  many  people.    I  asked  him  if  there  were  others  waiting  to  be 
saved  and  he  said  yeah,  there  were  many  people.    I  don't  remember  numbers 
of  men  or  women,  but  there  were  many  people.    I  was  afraid,  very  scared. 

SM:    After  he  got  down  off  of  the  ladder  to  the  street  below,  what  happened 
then?  Did  he  wait  for  an  ambulance?  Was  he  taken  right  away  in  an 
ambulance? 

T:     Somebody  in  a  Bronco  told  us  to  get  in  and  he  asked  a  policeman  to  give 
them  a  pass,  or  directions  to  the  ambulances.   He  left  us  with  an 
ambulance. 

SM:    Did  he  ride  in  an  ambulance  then  to  the  hospital? 
T:     Daniel  and  I  were  in  the  same  ambulance. 
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SM:    I'm  going  to  show  him  the  picture  of  the  structure  to  see  if  he  can  show 
us  which  side  of  the  freeway  he  got  off.  They  were  probably  right  around 
here  then.   Somewhere  where  Peralta  crosses.   Do  you  remember  whether  the 
ladder  was  on  the  east,  west  side,  or  the  east  side? 

T:     Coming  from  there,  it  would  be  on  the  right  side.   Why  don't  you  let  him 
look  at  it  for  a  second.   Maybe  we  can  pause  the  tape  recorder  or 
something. 

SM:    He  indicated  that  the  ladder  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  freeway  and 
that's  how  he  got  down. 

T:  Yes. 

SM:    Did  he  see  any  part  of  the  freeway  falling?  Did  he  see  it  swaying  or 
buckling? 

T:     What  did  you  see?   I  didn't  see  anything  because  the  car  was  rolling  and  I 
was  concerned  with  hanging  on  to  something  to  keep  from  falling.  But 
before  that,  he  didn't  notice  it.  "did,  you  may  want  to  question 

him  about  that. 

SM:    After  the  car  rolled  and  things  stopped,  did  he  notice  the  freeway  doing 
anything?  Did  he  notice  any  parts  fall? 

T:     Yeah,  it  was  still  trembling,  it  moved.   I  didn't  see  anything  falling.  I 
just  noticed  what  I  saw  in  the  roadway  was  tilted  downward  and  fractured. 

SM:    Was  it  still  shaking  or  moving  back  and  forth? 

T:     A  little  movement. 

SM:    Had  he  had  any  alcohol  or  taken  any  drugs  or  medication  12  hours  prior  to 
that? 

T:     No.   Just  water. 

SM:    Does  he  need  to  wear  glasses;  any  problems  with  his  eyes? 

T:     No  eye  problems,  no  glasses. 

SM:    Was  he  in  good  health  before  all  this? 

T:     Yeah,  I  was  in  good  health. 

SM:    What  kind  of  injuries  did  he  sustain? 

T:     What  did  the  doctors  tell  you?  They  x-rayed  my  hand  and  they  said  that 
the  hand  result  was  fine,  but  it's  just  discomfort  kinda  means  it  got 
hurt,  but  apparently  not  fractured. 

SM:    Which  hand? 
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T:  Right  hand. 

SM:  Any  other  injuries? 

T:  In  the  rib  cage. 

SM:  Soreness  or  bruising  or  ... 

T:  I  hit  something  with  it  ... 

SM:  Right  side? 

T:  Right.   By  the  way,  I  think  has  a  fractured  rib,  I'm  not  sure. 

SM:  At  this  point  we're  going  to  go  off  the  tape. 
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D-12,  I,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  #9945, 

on  November  4,  1989,  at  approximately  1211  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
at  Oakland.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

RL:    Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
MF: 


RL:    If  you  would,  Mr.  ,  just  basically  tell  me  in  your  own  words  what 

happened  on  the  17th  during  the  earthquake. 

MF:    I  was  heading  south  on  880  to  pick  up  my  son,  who  goes  to  school  on  the 
Embarcadero  and  16th  Avenue.   At  this  point,  I  was  trying  to  decide 
whether  I  was  going  to  take  the  Broadway  exit  or  the  23rd  Avenue  exit.  I 
noticed  initially  what  seemed  to  be  a  flat  tire  and  I  would  say  at  this 
point,  I  was  still  a  ways  from  Broadway  but  past  ...  not  to  Grand  Avenue 
yet.   My  first  ...  what  I  first  noticed,  was  a  vibration  which  seemed  to 
be  a  flat  tire.   Then  the  vibration  got  worse,  so  I  decided  I'd  better 
slow  down  even  more  than  I  had  previously  been  slowing  down,  because  it 
didn't  seem  like  the  tire  would  hold  together  all  the  way  to  the  Broadway 
exit.   I  was  attempting  to  pull  over  to  the  right,  because  at  the  time  I 
was  travelling  in  the  far  left  lane.    I  was  noticing  that  there  wasn't  a 
lot  of  traffic.    I  moved  over  to,  not  the  far  lane,  but  the  next  to  the 
far  lane,  because  as  the  car  was  vibrating,  I  didn't  want  to  get  too  close 
to  the  guardrail  until  I  had  slowed  down  to  insure  myself  that  I  had 
control  of  the  car.   At  this  point,  the  vibration  was  really  severe  and  I 
thought  I'd  better  just  stop  right  here  and  not  try  to  exit.   At  this 
point  then,  I  started  noticing  that  the  car  ...  well,  about  four  or  five 
things  happened  at  the  same  time.   What  I  noticed  was  the  car  starting  to 
move,  listing  and  yawing,  this  is  moving  left  and  right,  as  well  as 
pitching,  that  is  moving  forward  and  backward.   That's  what  I  was 
feeling.   My  intention  at  that  point  was  to  keep  the  car  between  the 
lines,  between  the  white  lines.   Whatever  is  going  on  here,  I  have  to 
control  this  vehicle.   Then,  what  I  noticed  was  a  totally  surreal 
situation,  which  was  the  road  was  undulating  or  moving  like  waves,  maybe 
three,  four,  five  feet  high,  like  a  ribbon.    I  would  also  perceive  that 
within  this  wavy  waviness,  that  I  could  see  some  of  the  highway  that  I'm 
supposed  to  be  driving  on  was  above  my  vision,  and  some  of  it  was  below  my 
vision.    I  could  perceive  the  highway  as  being  separated  so  if  I  was 
looking  ahead,  maybe  my  real  line  of  vision  would  extend  100  feet  to  what 
I  was  really  focusing  on,  maybe  100  or  150  feet.   I  would  see  ...  well,  it 
appeared  the  the  highway  in  this  wave  form,  there  were  sections  that  were 
disconnected  and  I  could  see  through  those  sections.   Through  all  of  this, 
of  course,  I  had  thoughts  that  I  could  die.    I  quickly  replaced  that  with 
thoughts  that  no,  I  got  to  pick  up  Jessie,  my  son,  and  what  I  really  need 
to  do  is  just  to  keep  the  car  between  the  white  lines.    I  got  a  good  car 
and  I'm  a  good  driver  and  I'm  slowing  down  and  just  ...  the  driving  is 
getting  a  little  tricker.    I  didn't  expect  to  have  to  go  up  and  down  hills 
here  on  880!   That's  what  I  was  noticing.   So,  I'm  feeling  motion  to  the 
left  and  to  the  right  and  noticing  the  waves  and  then  all  of  a  sudden, 
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there's  impact  and  everything  stopped.   I  didn't  notice  any  puffs  of 
smoke,  or  dust,  or  clouds  coming  up.   I  just  looked  around  me  and  noticed 
that  my  chest  hurt.   So,  I  took  a  deep  breath  to  make  sure  that  I  was  OK, 
and  I  could  take  a  deep  breath  without  a  sharp  pain  so  I  figured,  "Cool! 
Let's  drive  out  of  here!".   After  a  little  more  reflection,  that  didn't 
really  seem  the  best  idea  because  I  didn't  see  where  I  could  drive.  In 
front  of  me  ...  in  getting  ...  I  got  out  of  the  car  and  I  noticed  that 
what  had  stopped  the  forward  motion  of  the  car  was  a  section  of  highway 
that  had  buckled  up  a  little  bit,  so  my  bumper  had  come  to  rest  with  the 
next  section  of  highway.    I  looked  at  my  car.   I  noticed  that  the  right 
front  bumper  ...  it  looked  as  if  I'd  run  into  a  telephone  pole  at  10  miles 
an  hour,  is  what  it  looked  like.   It  looked  like  maybe  a  few  hundred 
dollars  worth  of  damage  to  the  bumper  and  maybe  the  fender.   I  also 
noticed  to  my  left  ...  so  I  was  in  the  one,  two  ...  I  guess  the  third  lane 
to  the  right  ...  and  I  noticed  in  the  first  lane  ahead  of  me,  maybe  30 
feet,  was  a  pickup  truck.   There  were  two  guys  that  came  out  of  the  pickup 
truck  that  were  ...  one  guy  was  cut  up  pretty  badly.  They  were  both 
walking.   One  guy  was  talking  in  Spanish  ... 

RL:    Do  you  know  what  color  the  truck  was? 

MF:    My  recollection  is  that  it  was  a  lighter  color,  and  not  a  real  new 

vehicle.   Clearly  they  didn't  have  seatbelts.   I  mean,  I  don't  see  how 
they  could  have.   What  was  also  interesting  ...  as  I'm  sure  we  all  saw 
from  the  photos,  it  appeared  that  each  car  was  on  a  little  island.  It 
seems  like  each  car  got  stopped  by  pretty  much  the  same  thing,  which  is  a 
section  of  pavement  ahead  of  them  coming  up  with  the  car  hitting  it, 
because  the  cars  weren't  that  close  together.   It  didn't  look  like  an 
accident  where  they  all  stack  up.   It  just  looked  like  if  this  was  a 
movie,  they  stopped  the  tape  right  there  and  that's  where  everything 
landed.   Behind  me  was  another  car  which  was  turned  at  about  a  45  to  90 
degrees,  as  I  think  about  it.   It  was  maybe  in  the  next  lane  over  as  I 
think  about  it. 

RL:    To  the  right  or  to  the  left? 

MF:    Behind  me  to  the  left. 

RL:    So,  that  would  be  in  lane  #2. 

MF:    There  was  a  white  woman,  a  Negro  child  of  about  four  or  five  years  and  a 
white  man  ...  who  I  think  stayed  in  the  car.  The  woman  ... 

RL:    What  color  was  that  car? 

MF:    That's  ...  well,  I'm  not  sure.   Let  me  just  wing  it  and  say  that  that  car 
was  brownish-red,  a  hatchback,  maybe  a  10  year  old  Toyota  or  Datsun,  not  a 
big  car.   There  was  also,  in  that  vicinity,  another  car  which  was  in  lane 
#1  further  north  of  that  car  and  there  was  a  man  sitting  on  the  pavement 
apparently  injured.   He  seemed  OK;  maybe  he  had  a  broken  leg  or  broken  hip 
or  something  like  that.   Maybe  his  car  was  white. 

RL:    How  far  ahead  of  you  was  that  car? 
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MF:    Those  last  two  cars  were  behind  me. 
RL:    I'm  sorry. 

MF:    The  only  car  that  I  was  aware  of  ahead  of  me,  on  the  same  structure  that  I 
was  on,  was  that  pickup  truck.  Ahead  of  the  pickup  truck,  the  highway 
went  way  up  in  the  air  and  I  guess  at  the  end  of  it,  it  dropped  straight 
off,  maybe  about  where  Grand  Avenue  would  be.   So,  I  figured  I'm  not 
driving  out  that  way,  that's  for  sure!    I  figured  I  couldn't  drive  out  ... 
because  my  engine  was  still  running  and  I  was  OK  and  my  reaction  was, 
"Hey,  let's  get  out  of  here.   I  don't  want  to  stick  around  here.    I  can't 
help  anybody  and  nobody  really  looks  that  bad."   I  gave  the  Mexican  guy  my 
handkerchief,  because  he  was  bleeding  a  lot.   Somebody  else  walked  by  and 
we  discussed  what  had  happened.   He  seemed  to  be  OK,  but  his  head  was  hurt 
and  I  don't  know  about  his  vehicle.   He  just  showed  up. 

RL:    What  did  he  look  like?  Do  you  know? 

MF:    Curly  hair,  Caucasian,  maybe  5-10,  5-11,  175  pounds,  maybe  slightly 
freckled,  40  years  old.   He  was  walking  along.    In  the  meantime,  I'm 
looking  for  a  way  to  get  out  of  there.   Can  I  shinny  down  a  column?  Can  I 
hop  on  a  fence?  How  am  I  going  to  get  out  of  here?  Two  men,  at  that 
point,  showed  up  walking  north  and  they  apparently  ...  I  don't  know  if 
they  had  been  on  the  upper  deck  or  the  lower  deck,  because  ahead  of  me 
about  50',  there  was  both  spots  available.   Where  I  was  was  pretty  much 
the  end  of  the  pancake,  I  guess,  on  thinking  back.   At  least,  where  I  was, 
it  had  fallen,  and  in  front  of  me  it  went  high  up  in  the  air.   So,  at  this 
point,  the  woman  with  the  little  boy  seemed  to  follow  these  two  gentlemen 
and  said,  "Hey,  we  got  to  get  out  of  here.",  and  they  headed  back  south; 
which  is  the  direction  they  had  come  from,  saying  "Hey,  we  need  to  be  out 
of  here.   Let's  go."  Well,  you're  always  looking  for  a  strong  leader  in  a 
situation  like.   So,  the  woman  and  the  boy  and  I  started  following  these 
two  guys.   Although  at  this  point,  I  ran  back  to  the  car  because  I  had  to 
get  a  few  things.    I  had  to  get  my  registration,  make  sure  ...  pick  up  my 
sweater,  all  these  rational  things  are  going  through  my  mind.   The  to-do 
list,  I  had  a  big  to-do  list.   I  even  picked  up  the  groceries  and  I 
remember  thinking  well,  that  really  must  be  silly.    I  said  well,  if  it's 
silly,  I  can  always  drop  it  along  the  way,  but  right  now  it  seems  like  the 
thing  to  do.   Forget  the  golf  clubs,  forget  the  food.   So,  I  started  to 
follow  these  guys  and  when  I  noticed  that  somebody  was  yelling  at  me  from 
the  lower  deck,  "Don't  go  that  way,  there's  no  way  out."  So,  I  said  fine, 
and  then  he  said,  "Somebody's  here  with  a  ladder."   I  thought  now  that 
sounds  pretty  good,  because  by  this  point,  I  had  already  looked  around  and 
figured  I'd  have  to  be  pretty  heroic  to  climb  down  from  here,  and  I  didn't 
feel  that  heroic.    I  was  shaking.    I  was  also  to  climb  down  to  the 
northbound  level,  because  the  pavement  that  I  was  standing  on  was  sitting 
on  top  of  a  car  which  was  crushed  to  the  door  tops.    It  was  fairly  easy  to 
get  down.   There  were  two  gentlemen  there,  on  the  lower  level.   One  guy 
looked  OK  physically.   The  other  guy  was  cut  up  and  he  had  been  the  driver 
of  that  car.   We  couldn't  figure  out  ...  he  couldn't  figured  out  how  he 
had  gotten  out  of  that  car.   He  was  wearing  a  suit,  he  had  an  attache 
case,  blond  hair,  6-1  maybe,  slight  built. 
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RL:    What  color  was  that  car,  do  you  remember? 


MF:    Whew,  that's  hard  to  remember.   I'm  thinking  red,  but  I  don't  know.  That 
car  ...  I  was  able  to  stand  on  the  trunk  of  that  car.   The  pavement  went 
to  about  the  middle  of  the  back  window.   As  I  hopped  down,  which  would 
have  been  in  the  #4  lane,  I  was  able  to  put  my  feet  on  the  trunk  and  then 
get  down.   Now  there  was  a  walk  space;  there  was  enough  room  to  walk; 
well,  maybe  one  person  wide,  in  the  #1  lane  heading  northbound,  which  is 
where  I  was  able  to  walk.  Then  somebody,  some  neighbor  guy,  showed  up 
with  his  rickety  wooden  ladder.   I  figured  hey,  this  is  my  way  out  of 
here.  The  ladder  just  reached  the  bottom  of  the  edge  of  the  lower 
structure,  so  I  was  able  to  swing  over  the  edge  and  hang  on  and  sort  of 
slide  down  the  side  of  the  freeway  until  my  feet  hit  the  top  of  the 
ladder.   I  climbed  down.   Then  I  climbed  over  the  cyclone  fence  that 
barriers  in  that  area  and  walked.  As  I  recall,  it  couldn't  have  been  more 
than  a  block  to  Grand  Avenue,  because  there  was  even  a  gas  station  or 
something  across  the  street  there  on  the  west  side.   By  then,  the 
emergency  vehicles  were  showing  up.   There  were  sirens  and  stuff.  Then  I 
started  walking  east  on  Grand,  because  my  place  of  business  is  at  23rd  and 
Broadway.   After  a  few  ...  a  couple  of  blocks  ...  when  I  got  to  Poplar,  I 
decided  I  really  needed  a  taxi  and  one  showed  up.   So,  she  gave  me  a 
ride.  Then  we  went  with  my  parents  to  pick  up  my  son. 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
failing? 

MF:    When  I  saw  it  waving  and  buckling.  The  vibration  didn't  lead  ...  the 

vibration  I  figured  was  a  problem  with  the  car.   That  was  my  response  ... 
I  mean,  what  else  could  it  be?  But  then  when  ...  but  simultaneously,  I 
was  noticing  I  was  moving  left  and  right  and  I'm  seeing  this  wave  of 
highway  in  front  of  me.  That's  when  I  knew  something  was  wrong  with  the 
highway. 

RL:    Do  you  have  anything  further  you'd  like  to  add? 

MF:    I  don't  think  so.   I  feel  like  that  pretty  well  covers  the  story. 

RL:    Very  detailed.   Yeah,  it  does.   I  have  nothing  further  and  the  interview 
will  end  at  1226  hours. 
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D-13,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  #7207,  on 

October  31,  1989,  at  approximately  1427  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Oakland.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following 
is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:    Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  CHP 
DR: 

JM:  would  you  state  your  name  for  the  record. 

DR:  I  noticed  on  the  report  it's  spelled  wrong,  there's  no 

D  in  my  name. 

JM:    Now  would  you  just  tell  me  in  your  words,  the  description  of  the 

incident  and  what  occurred. 

DR:    Well,  I  was  on  my  way  home  from  work  and  I  just  gotten  onto  the  Cypress 
part  of  the  bridge  by  880,  and  things  started  to  shake  and  shimmy  real 
bad.   At  first,  I  thought  it  was  my  suspension,  but  then  after  I  put  my 
foot  on  the  brake,  and  started  to  slow  down,  I  realized  it  was  an 
earthquake  because  I  didn't  feel  the  wheels  through  the  brake  pedal  like  I 
would  if  there  was  something  wrong  with  the  front  end.   So,  I  was  gonna 
...  about  the  same  time  I  had  my  foot  on  the  brake,  before  I  got  a  chance 
to  slow  down  much,  there  was  one  car  right  in  front  of  me,  and  the  bridge 
just  started  collapsing.   It  happened  so  darn  fast,  it  must  of  thrown  my 
car  up  in  the  air  slightly  before  it  collapsed,  because  I  was  airborne  for 
a  second  or  two,  and  then  my  car  slammed  backed  down  into  the  pavement, 
and  my  car  keep  rolling.    I  didn't  have  any  brakes  after  that,  I  couldn't 
stop  my  car,  and  I  kept  on  going,  and  swerved  around  one  car  that  was  in 
front  of  me.    I  don't  know,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  remember  seeing  other 
cars  sliding  to  stops  all  over  place.   I  don't  know  how  many  other  cars 
that  I  might  have  weaved  around  or  anything.   I  finally  ended  up  smashing 
into  a  section  of  the  freeway  that  wasn't  quite  as  low  a  level  as  the  one 
I  was  on,  and  I  hit  it  almost  head  on,  that's  when  my  car  stopped.  After 
everything  had  stopped  shaking  and  my  car  had  come  to  a  stop,  I  tried  to 
get  out  of  my  car.   Couldn't  get  out  my  driver  side.   Somehow,  I  reached 
over  and  unlocked  the  passenger  door,  and  a  guy  from  a  car  right  near 
where  mine  was  stopped,  came  over  and  helped  me  crawl  out  of  my  car. 

JM:    Now  could  you  tell  me  approximately  what  location  you  were  on  the  Cypress 
as  far  as  a  cross  street. 

DR:    That  I  couldn't  tell  you,  I  don't  have  any  idea.    I  was  in  a  lot  of  pain 
and  so  I  wasn't  thinking  about  where  I  was  or  what,  what  else  was  going 
on.   The  only  thing  I  can  remember  is  that  I  looked  up  ahead  of  me,  on  the 
bridge,  and  oh,  several  hundred  yards  maybe  two  of  the  sections,  or  three 
of  the  sections  ahead  of  me,  I  could  see  part  of  a  great  big  semi,  that 
was  all  upside  down  and  crashed.   So,  I  knew  I  was  behind  that  one  truck 
they'd  talked  about  that  sorta  went  half  way  off  the  bridge,  and  that's  as 
far  as  I  can  describe  as  far  as  the  location  I  was  in.    I  don't  have  any 
idea  where  I  was. 
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JM:    Were  there  any  buildings  that  you  recognized,  names  of  buildings  adjacent 
to  the  freeway  that  would  help  you? 

DR:    No,  I  couldn't  remember  them. 

JM:    You  mentioned  that  you  just  got  on  the  Cypress  structure. 

DR:  Yeah,  I  was  on  it  for,  I  don't  know  how  many  seconds  before  the  earthquake 
hit.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  was  more  or  less  in  the  middle  of  all  the  area 
that  had  collapsed.   After  the  collapse. 

JM:   Are  you  familiar  with  West  Grand  Ave.? 

DR:    Yeah,  I'm  familiar  it,  but  ... 

JM:    Would  you  say  you  were  north  of  West  Grand  or  south  of  West  Grand? 

DR:    I  might  of  been  south,  I  know  that  when,  at  the  location  of  where  my  car 
was,  and  when  I  got  down  off  the  super  structure,  there  was  a  big 
under-pass,  underneath  the  Cypress  bridge.   Right  there  at  that  spot,  but, 
I  don't  know  what  the  name  of  that  street  was. 

JM:   Now,  how  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

DR:    Oh,  I  travel  it  everyday  to  work. 

JM:    So,  you  use  it  everyday  to  work.   Five  days  a  week? 

DR:  Yeah. 

JM:    Where  do  you  work? 

DR:    I  work  at  an  electronics  plant  in  Berkeley. 

JM:    So,  you  would  be  coming  south  on  Interstate  880? 

DR:    In  the  afternoon. 

JM:    So,  you  travel  that  going  to  work  and  coming  home.   So,  that  would  be 

frequently.  You  indicated  the  direction  you  were  going  would  be,  you  were 
coming  from  work  to  home,  so  would  be  southbound. 

DR:  Yes. 

JM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic,  at  that  particular  time? 

DR:    It's  usually  pretty  light  going  my  direction,  in  the  evening.  It's 
usually  not  too  heavy. 

JM:    How  would  you  describe  it  that  day? 

DR:  Relatively  light.  I  think  that  was  the  night  of,  I  think,  the  third  world 
series  game,  and  it  was  right  around  five  o'clock,  so  it  wasn't  that  much 
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traffic  on  the  freeway. 
JM:    Do  you  know,  could  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  in? 

DR:    Yeah,  I  was  in  the  fast  lane  when  it  hit. 
JM:    The  far  left  lane. 
DR:    Yeah,  the  far  left  lane. 
JM:    How  fast  were  you  going? 
DR:    I  was  going  about  sixty  miles. 
JM:    You  were  alone  in  your  vehicle? 
DR:  Yes. 

JM:    You  cannot  recall  where  you  were  exactly  when  the  earthquake  hit  regarding 
a  cross  street. 

DR:    No,  I  can't.    I  wasn't  paying  attention  to  the  surroundings,  or  where  I 
was. 

JM:    With  regard  to  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near  you,  could  you 
recall  any  make,  model,  or  color  of  the  vehicles  that  were  near  you? 

DR:    Yes.   Where  I  finally  ended  up,  right  next  to  my  car  was  two  other  cars, 
and  one  of  them  was  a  light  blue  VW  bug,  and  there  was  another  car  right 
next  to  it  sitting  sideways  to  the  lanes  of  traffic  and  it  was  a  gray 
compact  car  but  I  don't  remember  what  the  make  or  the  model  is.    I  think 
it  was  a  foreign  made  ...  like  a  Japanese  ...  it  might  have  been  a 
Volkswagen,  too.    I  don't  know. 

JM:    Were  there  any  occupants  in  the  blue  Volkswagen? 

DR:    There  was  one  man  in  that  and  he  was  the  one  that  helped  me  out  of  my 

car.  He  was  a  young  man,  probably  in  his  late  twenties.  I  don't  remember 
who  was  in  the  other  car. 

JM:    In  the  gray  car? 

DR:  Yeah. 

JM:    You  can't  recall  the  number  of  occupants  or  who  was  in  the  ... 

DR:    I'm  not  sure.    I  think  there  was  only  one  but  I  couldn't  swear  to  it. 

JM:    So,  there  was  a  young  man  in  the  blue  VW? 

DR:    Yes.   He  got  out  of  his  car  and  he  came  over  to  look  to  see  how  I  was,  and 
he  could  see  I  was  in  trouble,  and  he's  the  one  who  helped  me  out  of  my 
car.   After  I  got  out  of  my  car  on  the  passenger  side,  I  went  around  to 
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the  other  side  of  my  car,  laid  down  on  the  side  of  the  roadway  for  a  few 
minutes.   I  don't  know  how  long  I  was  there  but  then  I  got  back  up  but  by 
that  time  everybody  else  has  been  out  of  their  cars  walking  around. 

JM:    Was  the  individual  in  the  blue  VW,  did  he  appear  to  be  injured  as  well? 

DR:    No,  he  appeared  to  be  uninjured. 

JM:    Was  his  car  damaged? 

DR:    His  car  didn't  look  damaged.   But  I  didn't  inspect  it  that  closely.  I 
don't  know.   If  his  car  dropped  the  same  as  mine,  he  must  have  had  some 
kind  of  damage  to  the  undercarriage,  'cause  my  car  bottomed  out  when  it 
slammed  back  down  to  the  pavement  after  the  thing  collapsed.   So,  I  don't 
know  how  his  car  fared  but  it  didn't  visually  appear  to  have  any  damage. 
Whether  the  other  gray  car  hit  his  or  not,  I  don't  know. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  you  had  that  something  was  wrong? 

DR:    My  car  started  to  shimmy  ...  shake  real  bad,  and  that's  what  led  me  to 
believe  that  maybe  my  suspension  had  broke  or  something.   After  I  put  my 
foot  on  the  brake  and  I  didn't  feel  any  indication  of  bad  suspension 
through  my  brake  pedal,  I  knew  it  was  an  earthquake.   I  also  could 
visually  see  the  other  car  in  front  of  me  start  to  shake. 

JM:    Is  that  the  blue  VW? 

DR:    No,  it  was  a  blue  Ford,  I  think. 

JM:  Sedan? 

DR:    Yeah.   I  think  there  was  three  people  in  that,  I'm  not  positive.  I  think 
there  was  three. 

JM:    You  saw  that  car  visibly  shaking  as  well. 

DR:    Yeah.   It  was  just  ...  it  all  happened  in  a  matter  of  a  couple  of  seconds, 
and  then  after  that  everything  just  dropped,  and  after  that  I'm  not  too 
clear  on  exactly  what  happened. 

JM:    Prior  to  the  earthquake  starting,  was  your  car  in  good  mechanical 
condition? 

DR:  Yes. 

JM:    After  you  felt  the  shaking,  you  indicated  you  put  your  brakes  on. 

DR:    Well,  I  put  my  foot  to  the  brake  but  I  was  so  scared  to  put  it  on  hard 
'cause  I  ...  I  was  busy  trying  to  keep  control  on  my  car.   I  didn't  want 
to  keep  my  eyes  off  the  car  in  front  of  me.   I  didn't  know  if  there  was 
anybody  behind  me.   I  didn't  want  to  slam  my  brakes  on  and  end  up  in  an 
accident.   I  was  just  hoping  to  ride  out  the  shaking  and  then  keep  on 
going  on  my  way  ...  not  thinking  that  the  thing  was  gonna  collapse  on  me. 
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JM:    Did  you  change  lanes  at  all?  Did  you  maintain  in  your  lane? 

DR:    I  maintained  my  lane  until  the  point  where  the  thing  collapsed.  After 
that  I  don't  ...  I  don't  know  if  I  was  moved  over  during  the  collapse,  or 
whether  ...  or  I  steered  around  the  other  car  but  somehow  I  was  past  the 
blue  car  I  was  in  front  or  behind  of  originally.   After  the  thing  had 
dropped. 

JM:    While  you  were  describing  the  earthquake,  you  were  making  motions  with 
your  hand. 

DR:    The  car  felt  like  it  was  going  like  this. 

JM:    In  a  sideways  motion  rather  than  a  forward  motion? 

DR:    Yeah.   It  felt  like  it  was  shaking  sideways.   My  car  felt  that  way. 

JM:    In  a  sideways  motion  you  would  describe  it. 

DR:  Yeah. 

JM:    Are  you  required  to  wear  corrective  lenses  while  driving? 
DR:  Yes. 

JM:    Did  you  have  your  glasses  on  at  that  time? 
DR:    Oh  yes,  I  always  wear  them. 

JM:    Were  you  taking  any  medication,  on  any  prescribed  medicine  or  drugs  or 
alcohol  at  that  time  while  you  were  driving? 

DR:  No. 

JM:    Would  you  describe  yourself  as  being  in  good  health  then? 
DR:  Yes. 

JM:    You  described  the  vehicle  in  front  of  you.   What  did  that  vehicle  do?  The 
blue  vehicle  in  front  of  you? 

DR:    It  seems  to  my  recollection,  and  I'm  not  sure  of  the  sequence  of  events, 
but,  it  seems  to  my  recollection  that  after  the  things  had  collapsed,  he 
had  come  to  a  stop  and  I  had  steered  around  him,  that's  the  way  I  seem  to 
remember  it.    I'm  not  positive  if  that's  actually  the  way  it  happened  or 
not,  but  somehow  I  got  around  him,  and  I  don't  know  if  I  passed  any  other 
vehicles  or  not  before  I  slammed  into  the  concrete,  but  he  was  the  only 
one  I  was  in  front  of  at  the  time  that  I  can  recall.   Or,  that  he  was  in 
front  of  me  that  is. 

JM:    So,  your  vehicle  came  to  a  rest  then,  actually  on  the  roadway  surface  but 
the  surface  had  dropped. 
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DR:    Yeah.   It  dropped  out  from  underneath  my  car. 
JM:    You  slammed  into  the  concrete  ahead  of  you? 

DR:    Yeah.   After  my  car  came  back  down  to  the  concrete.   After  the  bridge 
collapsed. 

JM:    Then  the  vehicles  around  you,  you  mentioned  the  blue  Volkswagen,  in 
respect  to  where  you  came  to  rest,  where  was  the  blue  Volkswagen? 

DR:    Just  to  my  right  and  slightly  in  front  of  my  car. 

JM:    How  about  the  gray  sedan? 

DR:    It  was  just  behind  the  Volkswagen.  They  were  both  sitting  kind  of 
sideways  to  the  flow  of  traffic. 

JM:    The  car  in  front  of  you? 

DR:    It  was  behind  me  after  I  stopped. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  out  of  your  vehicle  again? 

DR:    The  person  in  the  blue  Volkswagen  came  over  and  opened  the  passenger  door 
of  my  car  and  helped  me  crawl  out  of  my  car,  'cause  I  couldn't  open  the 
driver  door. 

JM:    Could  you  give  me  a  brief  description  of  your  inj'uries? 

DR:    Well,  the  immediate  injury  that  I  was  aware  of  was  my  back  was  in  terrible 
amount  of  pain.   I  was  trying  to  straighten  my  body  up  and  I  couldn't 
because  I  was  still  strapped  to  my  seat  with  my  seatbelt.   I  was  starting 
to  get  that  undone.    I  injured  my  head  by  hitting  the  steering  wheel.  I 
had  a  big  knot  on  my  head,  and  there  was  lacerations  on  my  head,  and  also 
on  my  arm  and  hand.   But  the  only  major  injury  seems  to  be  to  my  back. 
According  to  the  doctors. 

JM:    Where  were  you  treated? 

DR:   At  Highland  Hospital . 

JM:    You  recall  the  name  of  the  doctor  there? 

DR:    The  orthopedic  surgeon  that  was  handling  my  case  was  Dr.  Thomas.   I  do  not 
recall  the  name  of  the  doctor  who  saw  me  in  the  emergency  room. 

JM:    How  were  you  transported  to  the  medical  facility? 

DR:    My  uncle  took  me  to  the  hospital.    I  didn't  go  to  hospital  directly  from 
the  bridge.   After  I  had  gotten  down  from  the  bridge  onto  the  street  ... 

JM:    How  did  you  accomplish  that? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-ss 


DR:    People  from  the  surrounding  business  came  over  with  ladders.    I  was  helped 
down  with  a  ladder.   After  I  got  down  on  the  street,  I  laid  down  on  the 
ground  again  and  I  didn't  know  what  I  was  gonna  do.   I  figured  I  guess 
that  I  was  waiting  for  emergency  services  to  show  up.   This  guy  from  a 
nearby  trucking  company  was  walking  by,  looking  at  what  happened,  and  he 
offered  to  give  me  a  ride  so  I  had  him  take  me  home. 

JM:    You  know  his  name? 

DR:    I  have  his  card.   This  is  his  card. 

JM:    I  have  a  business  card  from  Let's 
see,  the  address  here  is  ... 

DR:    Just  a  P.O.  box. 

JM:    P.O.  Box. 

DR:    I  think  that's  the  business  address  or  something. 

JM:    He  is  the  credit  controller.   The  phone  number  here  is 

Is  the 

individual  that  drove  you  home  then? 

DR:    I  assume,  'cause  he  said  let  me  give  you  my  card.  Then  he  gave  me  this  so 
I  assume  that  is  the  guy  that  gave  me  the  ride. 

JM:    Then  you  came  home.   When  did  you  ultimately  go  to  the  hospital? 

DR:    The  following  morning. 

JM:    Your  uncle  took  you. 

DR:    Yeah.   When  I  was  able  to  call.   When  I  first  got  home,  the  power  and  the 
lights,  the  phones  and  everything  was  all  dead.   After  the  phones  had  come 
back  on,  then  I  was  able  to  call  my  uncle.   He  came  and  picked  me  up  the 
following  morning,  took  me  to  the  hospital. 

JM:    Can  you  tell  me  what  happened  to  any  of  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles 
around  you?  The  gentlemen  of  the  blue  VW  assisted  you  out  of  your  car? 

DR:    Yeah.   Myself  and  I  believe,  him  and  another  woman,  and  three  or  four 

other  people  went  down  the  ladder  at  the  area  where  my  car  was  located  on 
the  bridge,  and  after  that,  I  don't  know.   They  took  the  ladder  some  place 
else  to  help  some  other  injured  people  that  were  further  on  down  north  of 
where  I  was. 

JM:    This  ladder  you  described,  was  this  Fire  Department  personnel? 

DR:   No,  it  was  an  extension  ladder  and  I  believe  it  was  brought  over  from  some 
business  nearby.   It  was  not  emergency  vehicle  type  equipment. 

JM:    You  don't  know  the  names  of  these  individuals? 
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DR:    No,  I  don't. 

JM:    Are  you  aware  of  any  of  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around  you  on  the 
freeway  that  are  still  trapped  or  missing? 

DR:    No,  I'm  not. 

JM:    Again  I'd  like  to  go  through  ...  can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your 
vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

DR:    Oust  there  was  a  real  severe  shimmy  of  the  car,  like  the  suspension  had 
gone  out  and  it  was  shaking  real  bad.   That's  the  only  motion  that  I 
experienced  until  the  bridge  actually  collapsed. 

JM:    What  was  your  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  failing? 
Did  you  see  the  roadbed  falling  or  concrete  breaking  up  prior  to  the 
actual  collapse?  How  would  you  describe  that? 

DR:    I  had  my  ...  actually  I  had  my  eyes  fixed  on  the  car  in  front  of  me.  I 
really  didn't  see  too  much,  but  it  seemed  liked  the  bridge  kind  of  rose  up 
and  then  just  everything  collapsed. 

JM:    Did  you  see  any  bending  or  buckling  on  the  freeway  in  front  of  you  prior 
to  the  actual  collapse? 

DR:    No.   I  didn't  see  too  much  of  it  actually  collapsing  until  it  actually 
collapsed.   It  happened  so  fast.   Like  I  said,  I  had  my  eyes  fixed  on  the 
car  in  front  of  me. 

JM:    You  didn't  see  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  swaying  in  any 
direction  or  rolling  at  all? 

DR:    No,  I  didn't  really  notice  it  whether  it  did  or  not.   I  couldn't  say. 

JM:    Is  there  anything  you  can  add,         .  that  you  think  would  be  beneficial 
to  us? 

DR:    I  can't  think  of  anything. 

JM:    How  would  you  describe  the  damage  to  your  Camaro? 

DR:    Pretty  extensive.   The  whole  front  end  is  all  pushed  in  to  the  engine. 
The  whole  undercarriage  has  been  scraped  and  damaged,  and  the  floor  board 
in  the  back,  of  the  back  seat  behind  the  driver's  seat,  is  actually  been 
pushed  up.    I  don't  know  if  that  was  from  actual  fall  or  whether  it 
crumpled  up  from  the  impact  of  the  car  when  it  stopped. 

JM:    You  would  describe  that  as  a  total  damage? 

DR:    It  looks  like  it's  total,  I'm  not  sure. 

JM:    How  many  miles  were  on  the  car? 
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DR:  Well,  I'm  sure  the  speedometer  turned  over  once  'cause  it's  an  old  car  but 
1t  ...  as  it  is  now  it  reads  about  sixty  two  or  sixty  three  thousand.  I'm 
not  sure,  but  I  know  it's  a  little  over  sixty  thousand. 

JM:    You  indicated  that  you  were  wearing  a  seat  belt,  is  that  a  lap  belt  or  a 
shoulder  belt? 

DR:    Just  a  lap  belt.   The  car  was  too  old  to  have  a  shoulder  belt. 
JM:    I'm  gonna  conclude  the  interview  then.    It's  2:48  PM. 
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D-14,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092,  on 

November  3,  1989,  at  1000  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Alameda.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  the  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
BM: 

SM:    You  can  go  ahead  and  just  start  telling  me  all  that  happened  from  just 
short  of  the  time  that  you  got  on  1-880  in  that  area. 

BM:    I  stopped  off  to  run  some  errands  in  Albany  and  afterwards,  got  on  north 
80,  which  connects  to  880.    I  was  on  my  way  home  to  Alameda.   At  the  time 
I  got  on  the  Cypress  Structure,  I  thought  I  had  a  blowout.    I  understand 
that's  pretty  common.   So,  the  first  thing  I  did  was  look  in  my  rear  view 
mirror  and  check  out  the  degree  of  traffic,  because  it's  potentially  a 
hazardous  situation.    I  thought,  "oh  good,  it's  not  that  heavy."  Then  it 
went  away  and  I  was  thinking  about  it.  I  thought,  "jeez,  it  sure  felt  like 
a  blowout."   But  I  couldn't  tell  which  tire  it  was.   Now  I  don't  have 
one.   Then  it  happened  again  and  I  thought,  "I  do  have  a  blowout,  I  do 
have  a  blowout!"   At  that  time,  the  freeway  ahead  of  me  just  started 
collapsing  for  as  far  as  I  could  see,  and  I  knew  it  was  an  earthquake,  and 
I  thought  that  was  going  to  be  the  end  of  me!   The  freeway  just  kind  of 
whi pi  ashed  up  and  down  and  a  big  huge  rumble  and  I  was  too  afraid  to  look 
in  my  rear  view  mirror.   At  that  time,  I  thought  that  it  was  ...  I  knew 
that  it  could  have  been  and  would  have  been  the  end  of  me  at  any  minute. 
So,  I  slammed  on  my  brakes  and  just  as  I  did,  the  freeway  up  ahead  of  me 
buckled  about  two  feet.    I  came  to  a  skid  right  before  the  buckle  and  just 
missing  it  by  about  six  inches  to  a  foot.   At  that  time  I  thought,  "oh, 
it's  not  over  with  yet.    I'm  going  to  get  rear-ended,  I'm  going  to  get 
rear-ended."  When  you  stop  suddenly  like  that,  that  often  times  happens 
also.   I  was  too  afraid  to  look  in  my  rear  view  mirror  to  see  if  I  was. 
So,  I  looked  to  my  left  and  just  as  I  did,  this  other  car  ...  I  think  it 
was  a  Cougar  or  ...  I  think  it  might  have  been  a  Cougar  ...  slams  into  the 
buckle  that  I  had  just  missed.   I  thought,  "great!"  Then  everything 
settled  and  I  could  hear  people  talking  and  people  crying  and  some 
screaming.   After  about  15  seconds,  people  started  getting  out  and  so  I 
figured  I'd  better  get  out  and  see  if  I  could  help  ...  because  I  knew  I 
was  all  right,  but  just  being  shaken  up  by  the  fact  that  you  thought  you 
were  going  to  be  dead!   So,  I  got  out  and  I  didn't  have  to  go  very  far  to 
find  an  injury  ...  the  guy  who  had  slammed  into  the  buckle  right  next  to 
me.   He  was  trying  to  get  out  of  his  passenger  side  door  and  so  I  opened 
it  for  him  and  he  said  he  had  hurt  his  back.   So,  I  grabbed  the  baby  seat 
that  was  in  there  and  yanked  it  out  of  the  way.   I  thought  about  it,  kind 
of  thinking  that  he's  a  family  man  and  it's  really  too  bad.    I  helped  him 
out  and  I  got  him  onto  the  side  of  the  freeway  to  lie  down.   Being  a  back 
injury,  I  guess  that's  what  you're  supposed  to  do.   We  were  both  nervous 
because  we  knew  there  was  a  possibility  of  an  aftershock.    It  was  really 
...  it  was  hard  for  him  to  lie  down.   But  actually,  there  was  not  much 
either  one  of  us  could  do.   So,  I  kind  of  surveyed  the  area  and  everybody 
seemed  to  be  helping  each  other  so  I  thought,  "well,  I'd  better  check  out 
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the  situation  as  far  as  getting  off  the  Cypress."  So,  I  walked  over  to 
the  edge.    I  guess  that  would  have  been  the  east  side  of  the  Cypress 
Structure,  only  to  find  that  we  were  about  40  feet  up  in  the  air  and  there 
was  no  way  off  of  there.  There  was  smashed  cars  below,  rubble,  and  people 
were  starting  to  arrive  and  they  looked  like  they  wanted  to  help,  but 
there  was  no  way  up.   There  was  no  way  down.   I  said,  "oh,  great."  If 
there's  another  aftershock,  maybe  I  could  jump  into  these  trees  that  were 
along  the  freeway  there.   But  they  were  still  a  long  ways  off  and  if  I 
were  to  miss  the  trees,  I  ...  there  was  a  cyclone  fence  below  that  you 
could  land  on  and  there  was  also  a  car  that  was  about  three  feet  high, 
that  kind  of  served  as  a  reminder  if  you  missed.  Then,  there  was  this 
rebar  jutting  out  of  the  side  of  the  freeway  about  midway  down,  but  there 
was  no  way  to  get  that  and  even  if  you  could  make  it  to  that,  it  was  still 
a  long  ways  from  the  ground.   So,  I  looked  around  me  some  more  and 
evidently,  the  guy  who  smashed  into  the  buckle  up  ahead  of  me,  he  had  hit 
broadside  with  another  car  and  in  that  other  car  there  were  three  children 
and  a  lady.   So,  I  was  checking  on  them  and  they  all  appeared  to  be  all 
right  except  for  ...  she  appeared  to  be  a  little  in  shock.   She  wasn't 
panicking  or  anything  then,  but  one  of  the  kids  were  crying  so  I  tried  to 
console  him.   There  wasn't  a  whole  lot  you  could  do  other  than  asking  him 
to  quit  crying  and  reassure  him  that  he  would  be  all  right.   Of  course, 
there  was  devastation  everywhere  and  you  didn't  know  whether  they  were 
going  to  be  all  right  or  not.   So,  at  that  time,  I  went  back  to  my  car  and 
just  thought  I'd  better  turn  on  the  radio  and  see  what  was  going  on. 
Because  as  far  as  I  could  tell,  it  was  an  earthquake  and  sure  enough,  I 
put  it  on  a  local  station,  KNBR,  and  they  said  we  just  experienced  an 
earthquake  at  5:04,  and  there  have  been  no  reported  damages,  or  no 
reported  injuries.   That's  what  they  said  and  I  just  couldn't  believe  it, 
because  ...  when  I  was  checking  out  the  side  of  the  freeway,  I  could  see 
where  it  had  fallen  on  the  deck  below  and  I  couldn't  see  anybody  down 
there  or  anybody  coming  out  of  there.   I  just  was  really  surprised  that 
they  hadn't  even  heard  about  it  yet!   But  of  course  when  you're  there,  you 
know  about  it  instantly.   So  ...  let's  see  ...  so,  I  guess  I  checked  the 
edge  again  on  the  east  side  and  then  I  talked  a  little  bit  to  the  man  and 
he  was  still  nervous.   His  back  was  hurting  and  I  couldn't  blame  him  for 
getting  up.   He  was  well  enough  to  get  up  on  his  own,  I  guess.   I  checked 
out  the  east  side  again  and  at  that  time  or  at  one  point,  there  was  a  man 
hanging  on  the  side  of  the  rebars  and  I  wondered  how  in  the  heck  that  man 
got  there.    I  yelled  over  to  him  but  he  didn't  hear  me.   Because  I 
couldn't  see  any  way  he  could  have  gotten  there.   He  was  trying  to  climb 
down  and  it  was  still  a  long  ways  from  the  ground.   It  was  only  later  that 
I  realized  that  maybe  he  came  from  the  bottom  deck  and  really  wanted  down 
off  of  there.   That's  the  only  thing  I  could  figure  out,  because  there  was 
no  way  to  climb  up  and  no  way  to  climb  down  to  it,  so  ...  so,  that  really 
surprised  the  heck  out  of  me!   So,  everybody  was  helping  each  other  and  I 
also  noticed  how  the  freeway  was  broken  into  territories,  because  of  the 
segments  dropping.   I  thought  it  kind  of  funny  that  everybody  kind  of 
seemed  to  stay  in  their  territory,  I  guess.   Because  you  have  a  sense  of 
security  there,  that  at  least  you  survived  it,  and  you're  safe  for  right 
now,  so  you  try  not  to  cross,  go  across  these  imaginary  boundaries.  It 
was  just  a  funny  thought  and  ...  then  this  guy  from  one  of  the  ...  I  guess 
he  was  from  the  section  ahead  of  us  ...  came  up  to  me,  this  Mexican 
fellow.   He  had  one  eye  that  was  banged  up  and  a  little  bit  of  blood  on 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-99 


his  face.   We  just  kind  of  looked  at  each  other  and  I  didn't  know  what  to 
say.   He  appeared  to  be  OK  and  I  don't  know  if  he  wanted  me  to  ...  what  I 
could  do.    I  couldn't  do  anything  anyway.    It  was  just  like  we  were 
walking  around  in  shock  up  there.  We  just  kind  of  stared  at  each  other 
and  then  went  our  own  ways.   So,  then  I  went  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
freeway.    I  got  a  little  bit  of  nerve  to  check  out  the  west  side,  I  guess 
that  would  be  ...  there  was  no  way  down  that  side  either.    It  was  just  as 
far  up.   More  of  the  bottom  deck  was  exposed,  but  it  was  a  good  ten  or 
twelve  feet  to  that  and  it  was  ...  it  was  filled  with  rubble  and  you 
couldn't  jump  down  to  it.    It  didn't  look  very  promising.   If  you  tried 
something  like  the  idea  of  jumping  onto  the  bottom  deck,  you  still  had  the 
risk  of  just  falling  the  remainder  of  the  30  feet.    It  was  too  hazardous. 
In  fact,  one  of  the  beams  that  holds  the  structure  up  was  at  about  a  60 
degree  angle,  but  there  was  just  too  much  rubble  on  it.    If  you  were  to 
slip  off  on  it,  you'd  just  end  up  losing  your  life  anyway.   There  was  no 
way  off  that  side  either.   So,  I  went  back  to  the  other  side  and  tried  to 
figure  out  where  I  was  at  in  case  I  needed  to  know  for  later  reference  or 
whatever.    I  really  couldn't  read  the  signs  down  there  because  I  wear 
glasses  ...  I'm  nearsighted,  I  guess  ...  and  I  couldn't  see  the  signs 
below  but  later  on,  a  fire  broke  out  50  yards,  30  yards  behind  us  and  I 
thought,  "great.    If  I  see  it  on  the  news,  I'm  going  to  know  exactly  where 
I'm  at  now  ...  right  in  front  of  the  fire."   People  started  screaming  to 
get  away  from  that  area  and  there  were  people  running  my  way  and  I  was 
just  kind  of  hoping  that  I  was  far  enough  away  from  the  fire  that,  if  the 
car  blew  up  or  anything  like  that  happened,  that  I  wouldn't  get  involved 
in  any  more  of  a  dangerous  situation  than  I  was  in  already.   So  ...  then 
later  on,  there  was  this  nurse  walking  down  the  freeway  checking  on 
everybody.   She's  an  R.N.  that  just  moved  into  Alameda  two  weeks  before  I 
think.   I  started  talking  to  her.   She  seemed  to  be  pretty  levelheaded  and 
I  directed  her  to  the  man  I  had  helped  and  we  talked  a  little  bit.  She 
also  was  attending  the  man  who  had  ...  when  everything  happened,  I  don't 
know  if  his  car  hit  something  or  it  was  just  a  matter  of  slamming  on  the 
brakes,  but  he  hit  the  gear  shift  knob  and  he  appeared  to  have  a  broken 
rib  and  was  having  problems  walking.   She  was  advising  him  of  the  dangers 
of  that  so  ...  tried  to  get  him  to  lay  down,  I  think.   But  he  was  in 
pain.   Then,  while  we  were  standing  there,  or  shortly  after,  there  was 
this  4x4  or  this  jeep  ...  I'm  not  sure  what  kind  of  car  it  was  ...  coming 
from  behind  us.   Somebody  had  gotten  in  it  and  was  driving  it  down  the 
freeway.   We  just  freaked  out!   People  were  yelling  at  him  to  stop!, 
stop!    It  was  like  the  freeway  section  could  have  collapsed  right  under 
him  or  he  could  have  caused  damage  where  he  was  at  or  ...  the  whole  thing 
might  have  toppled  over.    I  don't  know  whether  he  was  in  shock  or  just 
thought  he  could  drive  off  of  there  or  what,  but  it  was  really  an  asinine 
thing!   Maybe  he  didn't  want  his  vehicle  to  be  caught  in  the  fire  because 
I  was  ...  that  was  pretty  bizarre! 

SM:  How  far  did  he  drive? 

BM:  I  think  ...  I  would  think  about  20  yards  or  30  yards. 

SM:  From  where  he  was? 

BM:  From  where  he  was.    I  don't  really  know  where  his  car  had  originally 
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started.  I  just  remember  that  he  went  a  little  ways  while  people  were 
yelling  at  him. 

SM:    Did  he  stop  because  of  part  of  the  freeway,  because  he  couldn't  get 
anywhere  physically,  or  because  people  were  yelling  at  him? 

BM:    No.   I  think  because  people  were  yelling  at  him.   That  was  pretty 

bizarre.   I  think  just  about  that  time,  or  soon  after,  help  started  to 
filter  through.  We  saw  people  in  uniform  and  I  don't  think  there  was 
anything,  any  way  off  right  away.   But  I  guess  there  was  because  they  had 
to  come  up  some  way.   So,  I  went  back  over  to  the  west  side  where  the 
lower  freeway  stuck  out  a  little  more  and  yes,  there  was  a  ladder  there. 
It  barely  reached  the  lower  part  of  the  freeway.   It  still  looked  kind  of 
dangerous,  so  ...  they  were  helping  lower  people  down  to  the  bottom  deck 
so  I  started  helping  too.   Because  I  was  fine.   I  didn't  sustain  any 
injuries  and  I  was  just  shaken  up. 

SM:    What  kind  of  ladder  was  it?  Like  a  metal  extension  ladder,  or  wooden 
ladder,  or  ...  did  it  look  like  somebody's  personal  ladder? 

BM:    It  was  the  longest  ladder  I  had  ever  seen.   So,  I  don't  think  it  was 
somebody's  personal  ladder. 

SM:    Maybe  from  one  of  the  businesses  or  something? 

BM:    That's  a  possibility.   But  I  think  it  had  to  have  been  at  least  30  feet, 
and  I  think  it  was  aluminum.   I'm  pretty  sure  it  was.   So,  anyway,  I  was 
helping  people  down  to  the  lower  deck  and  then  getting  ready  to  help  the 
nurse  down.   She's  the  R.N.   So,  she  gave  her  purse  to  somebody,  a 
volunteer,  and  I  gave  my  briefcase  to  somebody  too.   Then  I  helped  lower 
her  down  to  the  bottom  deck  and  I  think  I  was  the  last  one  there,  because 
there  was  nobody  there  to  help  me  down.  The  volunteer  on  the  bottom  deck 
says  go  over  there,  and  he  pointed  to  his  right,  which  was  my  left.  I'd 
checked  that  area  out  before  and  it  was  the  place  where  the  support  was  at 
a  60  degree  angle.    I  went  back  and  checked  it  out  and  said  no  way!  It 
was  way  too  dangerous.    I  could  see  it  from  where  I  was  at  ...  like  one 
slip  and  ...  I  thought  well,  I'll  take  my  chances  to  where  I  was  at  and 
try  climbing  over  myself,  because  I  really  wanted  off  of  there.  Because 
...  we'd  been  up  there  for  a  while  waiting  for  help  and  I'm  sure  help 
would  have  been  there  had  they  been  able  to  reach  us,  but  ...  that  took  a 
little  while  to  do.   So,  I  went  back  and  was  just  starting  to  put  one  leg 
over  the  side  and  take  my  chances  and  a  fireman  stopped  me  and  said, 
"Before  you  go  down,  would  you  mind  taking  this  over  to  the  uniforms  down 
the  freeway?"   It  appeared  to  be  a  harness  or  something.   It  kind  of 
caught  me  off  guard  because  it  would  mean  me  going  into  a  new  section, 
another  zone,  and  also  by  myself  ...  but  I  said  OK.  He  goes,  "Thank  you", 
gives  it  to  me  and  next  thing  you  know,  I'm  going  down  the  freeway  to  the 
next  section  and  I'd  give  it  to  a  uniformed  guy  down  there.   He's  helping 
people  down  too.   They  were  a  lot  closer  to  the  bottom  deck  there  than  I 
was.   So,  I  jumped  midway  and  I  helped  pass  down  some  injured  and  some 
children.   There  was  a  couple  there  with  two  kids  and  the  couple,  they 
both  had  back  injuries.   So,  once  everybody  got  down  to  the  second,  to  the 
bottom  deck  ...  we  were  kind  of  looking  to  see,  well,  who  was  going  to  go 
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down  the  ladder.   That  ladder  barely  reached  too.   But  these  were  long 
ladders.   It  was  just  that,  ...  it  was  like  maybe  two  or  three  feet  from 
reaching  the  top  where  you  had  to  disembark,  so  you  had  to  use  your  feet 
to  feel  things  around.    Of  course,  it  being  the  longest  ladder  I'd  ever 
seen  in  my  life  ...  that  added  to  the  apprehension  I  guess.   But  we  were 
kind  of  silent  there  as  to  well,  who  was  going  to  go  down.    I  thought 
well,  I  could  take  one  of  the  kids  down.    So,  I  told  the  parents  that  ... 
they  were  Spanish-speaking  ...  and  of  course,  they  were  thrilled.  Then 
there  was  more  silence  because  of  a  new  dilemma  ...  which  kid  was  I  going 
to  take  down.    It  really  freaked  me  out  having  to  decide!    It's  like  they 
couldn't  decide.   They  couldn't  tell  me  ...  how  could  anybody  say?  So,  I 
just  grabbed  the  nearest  one  to  me.    I  leaned  over  and  he  hopped  on  my 
back  and  I  told  him  in  Spanish  to  grab  hold  with  his  legs.   So,  I  ...  as  I 
was  climbing  over  the  edge,  the  rail  I  guess  ...  they're  pretty  thick 
concrete  rails  and  they're  about  two  or  three  feet  high,  and  maybe  that 
much  deep.   But  there  was  a  volunteer  climbing  up  the  ladder  so  that  he 
could  escort  us  down.   So,  I  got  turned  around  and  they  were  kind  of 
hanging  on  to  me  and  making  sure  I  didn't  lose  my  step  because  I  know  I 
had  this  kid  on  my  back.   I  finally  found  the  top  rung  and  the  guy  was 
below  me  and  we  started  slowly  descending  down  this  ladder  and  ...  I 
couldn't  get  off  of  it  fast  enough,  but  this  guy  was  real  safety 
conscious,  which  was  great.    I  mean  he  was  yelling  at  people  down  below  to 
hold  the  ladder,  hold  the  ladder  ...  because,  I  guess  when  you're  on  that 
big  of  a  ladder,  every  step  you  take  makes  it  kind  of  bounce  and  if  it 
were  to  start  to  go  over  and  you're  at  the  top,  there's  no  way  you  could 
brace  it.   So,  I  was  trying  not  to  think  about  that,  but  climbing  down  it 
was  a  real  slow  process.   At  one  time,  I  looked  over  my  right  shoulder, 
which  is  not  the  thing  to  do  on  a  ladder  ...  I  didn't  know  that!   But  he 
yelled  at  me  to  keep  looking  between  my  legs  ...  straight  ahead,  straight 
ahead.   So,  that  was  good.   It  was  just  a  long  climb  down.   By  the  time  we 
reached  the  bottom,  they  took  the  kid  off  my  back.    I  kind  of  looked  back 
up,  wondering  if  I  should  go  back  up  for  the  other  kid,  but  there  was  a 
lot  of  people  up  there  that  still  needed  to  come  down  and  I  thought  well, 
I'm  not  really  in  that  good  a  physical  shape  either.   It  could  be 
dangerous  too.    I  didn't  know  what  to  do  so  I  thought,  well,  there's 
enough  people  up  there  that  need  to  get  down  because  they're  going  to 
climb  down,  and  maybe  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  bring  somebody  down 
with  them,  so  I  left  the  area.   I  climbed  over  the  fence  and  I  went  back 
to  where  my  briefcase  should  have  been,  I  guess,  between  24th  and  Grand? 
Now  actually,  all  the  people's  belongings  was  nicely  piled  there  ... 
shoes,  purses,  coats,  briefcases.    I  saw  it  there.   At  that  time,  the 
nurse  was  just  reaching  the  ground  and  she  was  actually  on  her  way  down 
and  they  needed  some  ...  there  was  some  kind  of  material,  a  big  roll  of 
material,  and  somebody  up  above  yelled  to  somebody  below  that  they  wanted 
it.   So,  I  grabbed  it  and  they  said  to  go  up  a  piece,  and  so  I  started 
ripping  at  it  and  took  a  rock  to  it  and  started  it  and  gave  it  to  someone 
else  and  they  ended  up  throwing  the  whole  roll  up  there,  which  was  fine. 
Then  later  on,  somebody  said  to  get  the  lady  her  shoes.   So,  I  did  and  at 
which  time,  I  grabbed  my  briefcase  too.   We  were  walking  alongside  of  the 
freeway.    It's  just  like  you'd  think  God  ...  it's  a  typical  day. 

SM:    Sort  of  a  long  commute  home,  but  other  than  that  ... 
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BN:    Her  in  heels  and  me  with  my  briefcase,  and  we  were  talking  to  each  other, 
and  we  both  learned  that  we  were  both  from  Alameda  and  wondering  how  we 
were  going  to  get  home.   Because  we  were  a  long  ways.    It  was  just  ...  it 
was  just  injured  people  all  over.   We  got  to  the  corner  of  Grand,  almost 
...  no.   While  we  were  walking,  we  ran  into  the  Mexican  family  that  I  had 
helped  with  the  kids  and  she  was  complaining  about  her  back.   So,  I  told 
the  nurse  and  the  nurse  said  well,  lay  down.   So,  I  passed  that  on  and  it 
was  just  impossible  to,  when  you're  beside  the  freeway  that  looks  really 
precarious  and  there's  all  kinds  of  emergency  units  going  by  and  ...  I 
couldn't  blame  her  for  getting  up  a  few  minutes  afterwards.    I  told  him  to 
lie  down  too  because  he  said  ...  my  back  hurts  too  but  I  feel  if  I  lay 
down,  I'm  not  going  to  be  able  to  get  up.   My  insides  are  just  torn,  so  I 
didn't  know  what  to  say.   So,  we  walked  on.   Later,  then  we  saw  this 
emergency  unit  kitty  corner  to  us  right  there  on  Grand  and  she  was  off  and 
running.   She  felt  more  compelled  to  help  people  out.   I  did  too,  but  I'd 
done  as  much  as  I  could.   I'm  not  a  first  aid  professional,  like  I  can 
only  do  so  much. 

SM:    Yeah.   It  sounds  like  you  did  a  lot  already,  sticking  around  and  helping 
everyone  out  and  what  not. 

BM:    So  ...  I  don't  know  how  much  further  you  want  me  to  go. 

SM:    I  need  to  just  go  back  and  ask  ...  how  often  do  you  come  that  way?  Very 
often,  or  ... 

BM:    On  the  way  ...  working  in  Richmond,  I  come  that  way  every  day  five  days  a 
week. 

SM:    About  the  same  time,  the  same  time  of  day? 

BM:    Usually,  yeah.   Sometimes  ...  usually  a  little  earlier.   At  that  time,  I 
should  have  been  home  here  in  Alameda.   But  since  I  stopped  off  and  ran  a 
few  errands  ... 

SM:    What  would  you  say  about  the  traffic  on  that  day?  Was  it  normal? 

BM:    It  was  light.   I  noticed  that  when  I  thought  that  I  had  the  flat  tire, 
because  for  safety  reasons,  I  looked  in  my  rear  view  mirror  just  to  make 
sure  ... 

SM:    That  nobody  ran  you  down. 

BM:    Right.  Traffic  was  moving  pretty  well. 

SM:    Where  do  you  think  you  were  when  you  first  felt  like  your  tire  was  flat? 
Or  maybe  backtrack  to  the  time  where  your  car  stopped,  and  think  about  how 
much  time  had  elapsed  between  the  time  when  you  first  felt  like  you  had  a 
flat.  Do  you  remember  jumping  over  any  cracks?  Or  maybe  you  were  .... 

BM:    That's  me  right  there.   My  car  ... 

SM:    The  one  facing  ... 
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BM:    It's  facing  this  way.   There's  three  cars  there,  (inaudible)   24th  and 
Grand.   There's  three  cars  there.   There's  a  car  to  my  left  that  ran  into 
the  buckle  and  it's  facing  north  also. 

SM:    Is  that  the  one  that  looks  like  it's  white  from  up  here? 

BM:    No.  The  one  that's  white  is  me.    It's  light  blue.   Then,  there's  another 
car  that's  perpendicular.    It's  this  way  right  behind  me. 

SM:    Facing  west? 

BM:    Correct.   I  think  in  the  span  that  I  had  applied  my  brakes  is  the  amount 
of  time  that  it  had  dropped.   Because  I  didn't  hit  any  buckles.    I  almost 
hit  one.   But  I  think  I  ... 

SM:    Probably  felt  it  around  24th  here  then? 

BM:    No,  because  I  thought  that  I  had  flat  tires.    It  must  have  been  right 
around  here. 

SM:    Before  it  started  ...  before  it  started  to  buckle? 

BM:    Before  it  started  falling,  because  I  felt  it  twice.   They  were  kind  of 

prolonged  and  they  were  like  at  least  10  or  15  second  tremors  because  here 
I  was  driving  down  the  road  and  I  thought  I'd  had  a  flat  tire  and  it  went 
on  for  a  little  while,  and  then  it  stopped.    I  thought,  "well,  I  guess  I 
don't"  ...  maybe  it  was  just  that  part  of  the  freeway  needed  some  work. 
Then  it  happened  again  and  the  second  time  it  happened  is  when  the  freeway 
up  ahead  of  me  started  to  just  collapse. 

SM:    So,  the  cluster  of  cars  that  you  are  in  is  ...  it's  probably  just  south  of 
24th.   There's  a  little  triangular  piece  on  the  roadway  below  the  freeway 
and  you're  just  about  even  with  the  south  edge  of  that  building  and  that 
triangular  piece  right  there. 

BM:    Um-hum.   These  are  the  trees  I  was  checking  out  to  try  to  climb  off  of  it, 
and  there's  the  rebar  jutting  out  of  the  side  there. 

SM:  This  portion  stayed  upright  for  the  most  part  ...  pretty  much.  It  doesn't 
look  like  it  completely  flattened  out  from  the  picture  here.  I  think  here 
it's  completely  flat.   Yeah,  that  would  have  been  a  high  jump! 

BM:    Yeah,  we  were  ...  I'm  not  very  good  at  estimating  distances,  but  I  think 
it  was  at  least  40  feet.   Because,  even  to  get  to  the  rebar  that  was 
midway  ...  the  jump  from  there  was  dangerous. 

SM:    Which  lane  were  you  in  when  you  first  got  on  the  Cypress? 

BM:    Well,  I  was  just  coming  off  of  the  connect,  so  I  hadn't  even  had  a  chance 
to  change  lanes  off  of  the  80/880  connect.   So,  I  was  ...  that  would  be 
the  third  lane. 
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SM:    If  we  number  the  lanes  from  left  to  right,  the  fast  lane  being  the  #1 
lane,  and  then  #1,  #2,  #3,  #4  ... 

BM:    I  would  have  been  in  the  second  lane. 

SM:    #2  lane.    Is  that  where  you  stayed  the  whole  time  during  that  time? 
BM:    Correct  ...  I  believe  so. 

SM:    About  how  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going,  the  flow  of  traffic? 
BM:    I  was  going  55. 

SM:  How  about  the  other  cars  near  you?  When  you  first  felt  you  had  a  flat, 
did  you  notice  any  of  the  other  cars  around  you?  This  is  before  things 
really  started  to  break  up. 

BM:    Not  really.   I  was  mostly  paying  attention,  closer  attention,  as  to  how 
far  away  I  was  from  ...  making  sure  that  nobody  was  right  on  my  bumper 
when  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire.   Everything  looked  safe,  so  I  just  kind 
of  ...  a  lot  of  my  vision  was  directed  up  ahead  of  me. 

SM:    Which  tire  did  you  think  had  the  flat?  Which  direction  did  it  pull  you? 
Or  did  you  have  ... 

BM:    I  couldn't  tell.  That's  one  of  the  things  that  really  struck  me  as 
funny.   If  I  had  a  flat  tire,  I  couldn't  tell  which  tire  it  was. 

SM:    You  don't  recall  whether  it  pulled  your  vehicle  to  one  side  or  the  other? 

BM:    No.   Not  until  the  freeway  started  to  fall,  and  then  I  think  it  did.  But 
I  can't  remember  which  way. 

SM:    You  said  that  you  did  look  at  the  freeway  and  it  did  look  like  it  was 
buckling  or  waving  or  ... 

BM:    Yeah,  when  it  started  collapsing.   It  kind  of  had  a  kind  of  whiplash 

effect.   It  was  like  cars  were  disappearing.   I  don't  know  whether  it  was 
because  it  was  dropping  or  because  it  was  actually  whi pi  ashing.  Then 
along  with  the  rumble  associated  with  that  and  what  I  was  going  through  at 
the  time. 

SM:    When  your  car  did  come  to  rest,  describe  again  the  other  cars  right  around 
you  that  you  recall,  and  how  their  position  on  the  freeway  was. 

BM:    When  I  finally  came  to  a  stop,  I  just  missed  the  buckle  up  ahead  and  I 

stopped  about  six  inches  to  a  foot  in  front  of  it.  When  I  came  to  a  stop, 
I  was  afraid  I  was  going  to  get  rear-ended  because  I  knew  there  was 
traffic.   Going  down  the  freeway,  one  you  travel  every  day,  you  can  expect 
traffic.   So,  I  looked  to  my  left  and  just  saw  this  car  slam  into  the 
buckle  that  I  had  just  missed. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  the  color  of  that?  That  was  a  Cougar,  right? 
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BM:    Urn-hum.   I  think  that  was  a  Cougar? 
SM:    Do  you  remember  the  color? 

BM:    No,  I  don't.    I  kind  of  want  to  say  ...  and  I'm  not  sure  ...  is  kind  of  a 
mustard  color,  a  light  color. 

SM:    How  about  the  driver  or  occupants? 

BM:    Yeah.   Well,  I  talked  to  him  a  few  times.    In  fact,  when  I  got  off  the 
structure,  I  saw  him  driving  away  as  a  passenger  in  another  truck  and  we 
waved  to  each  other.   But  yeah,  I  kind  of  remember  him. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  him? 

BM:    A  white  male  and  I  would  guess  between  30  and  40  years  old,  slightly 

balding.    I  think  he  wore  glasses  and  maybe  ...  I  know  he  was  taller  than 
I  was.    Probably  about  5' 10",  180  pounds,  a  little  heavyweight  but  not 
fat.   But,  I  was  also  surprised  that  he  had  run  into  the  buckle  because 
being  behind  me,  I  thought  well  ...  what  happened?  What  happened?  So,  I 
asked  him  at  one  point,  and  he  said  he  had  run  into  a  car  behind  us  and 
when  they  ran  into  each  other,  he  lost  his  brakes.  That's  why.   I  have  a 
feeling  that  maybe  the  car  that  he  ran  into  was  the  car  that  ended  up 
perpendicular  just  about  10  feet  away  from  my  back  fender,  the  lady  with 
the  three  kids.   Because  that  was  the  nearest  car. 

SM:    This  guy  in  the  Cougar  that  ran  into  the  buckle  in  the  pavement  ...  which 
lane  was  he  in? 

BM:    Well,  he  was  in  the  lane  right  next  to  me. 

SM:    On  the  left  or  the  right? 

BM:    To  the  left. 

SM:    So,  he  would  have  been  in  the  fast  lane  then? 

BM:    Now  I'm  thinking  ...  I  thought  I  was  in  lane  #2  from  the  left,  but  I  don't 
remember  his  car  as  being  on  the  far  edge  of  the  freeway,  so  maybe  I  was 
in  lane  #3. 

SM:    Yeah,  or  it  could  have  been  afterwards.  The  Cougar  was  in  the  lane  to 
your  left.   Head  on  into  the  buckle? 

BM:  Correct. 

SM:    Then  the  one  with  the  woman  and  kids  ...  what  kind  of  car  was  that? 

BM:    It  was  not  a  new  car  and  I  don't  really  know  what  kind  it  was.  Something 
like  a  Maverick,  or  that  size  of  car  anyway. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  the  color? 
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BM:    I  think  it  was  blue.    I'm  not  sure. 
SM:    How  many  people  in  that? 

BM:    There  appeared  to  be  the  driver,  a  lady,  and  three  kids  ...  so  four 
people. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  them? 

BM:    She  was  an  Anglo,  a  brunette,  probably  about  5' 2"  to  5' 4"  in  height  and  I 
don't  think  I  heard  her  hardly  say  a  word.   She  didn't  say  anything,  for 
that  matter.  The  three  kids  ...  I  really  didn't  notice  except  for  one  of 
the  kids,  the  kid  that  was  crying,  had  some  Negro  in  him  or  was  Negro. 

SM:    About  how  old  were  the  kids? 

BM:    They  were  pretty  close  to  just  about  being  the  same  age  and  I  don't  know 
how  old  they  were.   My  guess  would  be  from  four  to  six  years  old. 

SM:    Where  was  her  car  in  the  roadway? 

BM:    Let's  see.   I  would  guess  at  about  lane  #3  right  behind  me,  directly 

behind  me  by  about  six  to  ten  feet.   It  was  perpendicular  to  me,  running 
cross  ways  along  the  freeway. 

SM:  The  front  of  her  car  was  pointing  in  which  direction  ...  east  or  west? 

BM:  It  was  pointing  east. 

SM:  Any  other  cars  that  you  recall? 

BM:  Not  really.    I  was  just  mostly  concerned  with  the  immediate  area. 

SM:  Yeah.  How  about  the  ...  do  you  remember  the  jeep,  or  the  four  wheel  drive 
vehicle  that  you  said  earlier  was  driving?  Do  you  remember  what  the  color 
of  that  was? 

BM:    No,  I  don't. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  the  driver? 

BM:    I  really  didn't  get  a  chance  to  look  at  the  driver.   I  was  a  little  ways 
away  from  it.    I  mean,  it  wasn't  that  far,  but  I  was  just  a  little,  I 
think,  caught  off  guard  by  the  whole  incident. 

SM:    He  was  just  going  to  continue  with  his  commute  as  normal,  I  guess? 

BM:    I  guess  so,  yeah!   He  had  places  to  go! 

SM:    So,  you  didn't  feel  like  you  were  injured  at  all  at  the  time? 

BM:    At  the  time  ...  the  next  day  I  was  pretty  sore  though.    I  think  it's 

something  that  happens  with  the  rough  stops  and  20  foot  drops  and  climbing 
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down  ladders  when  you're  not  used  to  doing  it. 
SM:    Yeah.   Just  general  body  soreness  or  any  specific  places  where  you  ... 
BM:    General  body  soreness. 

SM:    We  don't  have  to  worry  about  other  passengers.   Was  there  anybody  in  any 
of  the  cars  around  you  that  were  trapped?  Or  did  everybody  get  out? 

BM:    Everybody  around  me  appeared  to  get  out.   But  that's  not  saying  anything 
(inaudible) . 

SM:    You  mentioned  earlier  that  the  freeway  ...  you  stayed  in  your  section. 
How  were  the  sections?   I  mean,  was  that  like  cracks  in  the  freeway? 

BM:    That  was  by  the  sections  that  dropped,  where  the  freeway  parts  connect. 
That's  very  general,  just  something  that  struck  me  as  odd. 

SM:    Yeah.   They  appeared  like  they  were  sections;  sections  that  were  still 
upright,  sections  that  were  lower?   I  mean,  is  that  how  it  ... 

BM:    Correct,  yeah.   They  were  at  different  levels. 

SM:    That's  a  good  enough  description  of  them. 

BM:    Some  may  have  been  tilted  more  than  others,  and  ... 

SM:    Tilted  like  from  side  to  side? 

BM:    Correct.   At  different  angles  and  well,  I  guess  there  were  cracks 
everywhere,  but  I  just  seem  to  remember  different  sections. 

SM:    How  far  behind  you  do  you  think  the  fire  was,  on  the  bottom  deck? 

BM:    My  guess  is  about  30  to  50  yards. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  any  parts  of  the  freeway  actually  falling?  Did  you  notice 
any  of  the  supports,  or  the  beams,  or  the  guardrail ings,  or  any  of  the 
freeway  actually  falling? 

BM:    Well,  I  saw  some  cars  below  on  both  sides.   They  had  to  have  been  hit  by 
something!   Also,  the  rebar  just  jutting  out  of  the  side  of  the 
structure.    It  was  ... 

SM:    Did  your  section  that  you  were  on  ... 

BM:    Chunks  of  concrete  that  were  on  the  sides  there. 

SM:    The  section  that  you  were  on  ...  did  it  fall,  or  did  it  stay  upright? 

BM:    I  think  it  fell.   Because  when  we  got  down  to  the  bottom  deck,  you 

couldn't  really  see  through  there.   There  was  nothing  to  see.   I  didn't 
want  to  look. 
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SM:    Did  you  get  a  sensation  of  falling? 

BN:  Well,  actually,  I  had  thought  that  the  section  in  front  of  us  buckled  up 
but  now  that  I  think  of  it,  I  think  it  must  have  fallen  down  and  that  it 
just  appeared  that  the  ground  came  up. 

SM:    You  never  really  had  the  feeling  as  if  you  were  falling? 

BM:    Not  really,  except  for  the  ...  that  was  like  the  rumble  and  the  big  sound 
of  just  something  giving  out,  the  support  or  something. 

SM:  So,  you  heard  the  noise?  There  was  a  definite  noise  with  all  this  going 
on? 

BM:    There  was  what? 

SM:    There  was  a  noise  then?  You  could  hear  the  ...  you  said  a  rumble  or 
something  or  other? 

BM:    Yeah.   It  was  just  something  you  never  see  or  heard  before,  so  it  was  like 

■  •  « 

SM:    Hopefully,  you'll  never  see  or  hear  it  again! 
BM:    If  you  only  have  one  chance  to  experience  it  ... 
SM:    You  don't  want  to  play  it  back,  huh? 
BM:  No. 

SM:    Twelve  hours  before  all  of  this  happened,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol? 
BM:  No. 

SM:    How  about  ...  had  you  taken  any  prescription  drugs  or  taken  any  kind  of 
drugs  for  anything? 

BM:  No. 

SM:  You  mentioned  that  you  were  nearsighted.  Does  it  affect  your  ...  do  you 
have  any  vision  restrictions,  as  far  as  your  driving  goes? 

BM:  No. 

SM:  So,  you  just  can't  see  distances  real  far  away? 

BM:  Correct. 

SM:  Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health? 

BM:  Relatively. 

SM:  Let's  see  ...  your  car  is  right  out  front  right  now.   All  right.    I  think 
that  does  it.    I'm  going  to  terminate  the  interview  at  this  time. 
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D-15,  j  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  3,  1989.  at  approximately  1650  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

the   .   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is 

an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:    Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
CH: 

PW:    Ms.  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name,  please. 

CH: 

PW:    Ms.  do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview? 

CH:  Yes. 

PW:    Could  you  state  your  current  address  and  phone  number,  please? 

CH:  The  phone  number  is 

PW:    Your  California  driver's  license  is  Is  that  correct? 

CH:  Yes. 

PW:    What  is  your  date  of  birth? 
CH:  8-5-61. 

PW:    Approximately  where  were  you  about  five  to  ten  minutes  before  the  quake, 
Ms.  Do  you  remember  where  you  were? 

CH:    Five  to  ten  minutes  before? 

PW:  Yes. 

CH:    Well,  I  guess  I  was  exiting,  getting  off  the  Bay  Bridge.    I  came  over  the 
Bay  Bridge  from  San  Francisco. 

PW:  Where  were  you  going? 

CH:  I  was  going  to  a  foster  home  near  the  Coliseum  on  76th  Avenue. 

PW:  Do  you  travel  this  route  often? 

CH:  Not  really.   No,  only  when  we  drive  this  particular  kid. 

PW:    When  you  entered  the  1-880,  the  Cypress  structure  area,  how  was  traffic, 
was  it  heavy,  light  ... 

CH:    It  was  very  light,  actually,  surprisingly  light. 
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PW:    Do  you  recall  any  vehicles  that  were  around  you  or  close  to  you  when  you 
were  driving? 

CH:    Before  the  earthquake? 

PW:  Right. 

CH:    No,  I  don't. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  on? 

CH:    I  think  I  was  in,  if  there  is  four  lanes,  and  if  lane  one  is  the  fast 
lane,  and  lane  four  is  the  slow  lane,  I  think  I  was  in  lane  three. 

PW:  The  lane  next  to  the  slow  lane? 

CH:  Yes. 

PW:  Any  idea  how  fast  you  were  travelling  at  that  time? 

CH:  Probably  about  55  or  60  miles  per  hour. 

PW:  What  about  the  other  traffic.   Were  they  going  about  the  same  flow? 

CH:  I  would  say  so,  yes. 

PW:  How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle  at  the  time? 

CH:  Two,  including  myself. 

PW:  At  what  location  on  1-880  were  you  driving  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

CH:    I'm  not  real  familiar  with  that  whole  Cypress  Structure,  but  I  think  there 
is  an  exit,  there's  one  exit  that  is  off  to  the  right,  and  I  don't  know 
what  street  that  is,  but  there  is  an  exit.    It  seems  like  I  had  just  about 
...  right  where  that  exit  was  when  I  started  to  feel  ... 

PW:    Was  that  the  14th  Street  off -ramp  you  were  referring  to? 

CH:    I'm  not  really  sure.    I  probably  need  to  see  it  because  I'm  not  sure  what 
the  exit  is  called,  but  I  remember  feeling  like  I  had  a  flat  tire  and 
looking  over  and  realizing  that  I  couldn't  exit  in  time. 

PW:    What  was  the  initial  feeling  that  you  felt  when  the  earthquake  shook? 

CH:    I  think  at  first,  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire,  and  then  ... 

PW:    Why  is  that? 

CH:    Because  I  felt  ...  the  car  felt  sort  of  wobbly.   The  car  felt  like  it  was 
driving  wobbly. 

PW:    This  is  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 
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CH:  Yes. 

PW:    Did  you  see  anything  on  the  freeway  itself  to  indicate  that  something  was 
not  right? 

CH:    Well,  right  after  that  point  ...  I  felt  the  car,  felt  like  it  was 

buckling.   Like,  literally,  the  sides  of  the  car  were  sort  of  coming  up. 
Then,  I  realized  that  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  ...  I  didn't  know 
what  it  meant,  but  it  seemed  like  this  doesn't  feel  like  a  flat  tire, 
unless  they  were  all  flat. 

PW:    Did  you  feel  the  car  go  side  to  side  at  all,  or  anything  like  that? 

CH:    I  think  yeah,  eventually.   What  happened  is,  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire, 
and  I  felt  the  buckling  sensation,  and  then  it  was  just  like  the  car  just 
started  moving  all  over,  and  I  saw  the  road  come  up  in  front  of  me.  It 
just  started  to  buckle  up  in  front  of  me  and  then,  at  that  point,  it 
seemed  like  I  lost  control  and,  I  don't  know,  the  car  may  have  spun.  But, 
also,  I  had  the  sensation  of  being  hit  by  a  lot  of  different  cars.    I  felt 
like  the  car  was  jerking  around  and  being  hit  a  lot. 

PW:    When  you  say  it  felt  like  being  hit  a  lot,  was  this  from  the  rear  or 
front? 

CH:    Well,  I  can't  really  ...  its  hard  to  tell.    I  just  felt  like  being  bumped 
and  I  think  what  it  was  actually  the  road  was  buckling  and  hitting  me. 

PW:    You  indicated  with  your  hand  that  it  was  being  hit  back  and  forth.  Was 
this  a  sideward  motion  or  ... 

CH:    Yeah,  kind  of  like  that,  I  think.  Yeah. 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  other  cars  on  the  freeway  in  front,  or  behind,  or  next  to 
you,  having  the  same  difficulties? 

CH:    I  don't  think  I  was  ...  it  happened  so  fast  it  seemed  like  I  ...  I  thought 
I  had  a  flat  tire  and  almost  immediately  it  was  out  of  control.   It  was 
quick. 

PW:    Did  you  see  anything  prior  to  the  roadway  coming  up  on  you  in  the  front? 
CH:  No. 

PW:    The  next  thing  you  saw  was  the  road  appeared  to  be  rising  up  "on  you? 
CH:  Yeah. 

PW:    How  far  in  front? 

CH:    It  seemed  like  it  was  only  maybe  ten  feet  in  front  of  me,  I  saw  it  kind  of 
buckle  up. 

PW:    Did  you  go  over  that? 
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CH:    I  think  I  must  have.   Yeah.   That's  probably  when  I  really  lost  control  of 
the  car. 

PW:    Did  you  get  the  sensation  of  going  off,  up  in  the  air,  off  the  ground  at 
all? 

CH:  Yeah. 

PW:    What  happened  after  you  went  over  that  hump,  or  that  rise? 

CH:    I  think  that  was  when  I  just  had  this  feeling  of  being  hit  a  lot  and 

swerving  and  eventually,  the  car  sort  of  slid  to  the  side.  It  stopped  and 
it  was  sort  of  . . . 

PW:    Did  you  brake  at  all? 

CH:    I  think  I  had  my  feet,  my  foot,  on  the  brake,  because  when  I  thought  I  had 
...  when  it  felt  like  I  had  the  flat  tire,  I  know  I  put  my  foot  ...  or 
went  over  to  get,  probably  to  get  into  my  right  lane  and  ...  yeah  ...  when 
that  hit,  I  think  I  did  definitely  have  my  foot  on  the  brake. 

PW:    So,  you  were  braking  before  the  freeway  in  front  started  rising  in  front 
of  you? 

CH:    I  think  so,  yeah. 

PW:    After  you  went  over,  you  what  ...  came  to  a  stop  side-ways,  or  something? 

CH:    Right,  right.    It  was  really  kind  of  hard  to  know  exactly  what  the  motion 
was  of  the  car  then.   I'm  not  sure  if  I  spun  completely  around. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  cars  stopping  close  to  where  you  came  to  rest? 

CH:    I  remember  right,  that  right,  when  I  stopped  ...  a  little,  kind  of  like  a 
Datsun  ...  little  white  pick-up  rolled  by  me. 

PW:    Oh  it  did  huh? 

CH:  Yeah. 

PW:    To  your  left? 

CH:    It  was  right  in  front  of  me.   It  would  have  been  like  in  the  second,  or 
first,  or  second  lanes  and  it  came  across  right  in  front  of  me  and  came  to 
a  stop  right  nearby. 

PW:    It  came  across? 

CH:    It  just  rolled  right  in  front  of  me  and  came  to  a  stop  right  nearby,  I 
think. 

PW:    Did  he  hit  anything? 
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CH:  I  don't  think  so,  no. 

PW:  How  many  people  were  in  that  pick-up,  do  you  remember? 

CH:  I  don't  remember,  I  think  there  was  only  one,  but  I  can't  be  sure. 

PW:  Male  or  female  driver? 

CH:  I  don't  know. 

PW:  Did  you  see  any  of  the  actions  of  the  other  vehicles  at  all? 

CH:  Not  really,  no. 

PW:  Did  you  see  the  freeway,  about,  maybe  500  yards  in  front?  Did  you  get  a 
chance  to  see  what  was  going  on  ...  or? 

CH:    I  only  saw  when  I  got  out  of  the  car. 

PW:    At  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  you  didn't  see  anything  ahead? 
CH:    No,  not  really. 

PW:    So,  the  pick-up  was  the  only  one  that  came  close  to  where  you  came  to  rest 
then? 

CH:    Well,  there  were  other  cars,  but  I  can't  really  identify  ...  what  they 
looked  like.   All  the  cars  that  were  near  by  me  seemed  to  be  in  front  of 
me  and  I  remember  looking  back  and  looking  north,  I  guess,  and  it  was, 
really,  probably  maybe,  a  city  block  before  the  next  car  was  behind  me. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  anything  else  about  the  structure  that  kind  of  struck  you 
that  something  was  not  right,  besides  the  roadway  in  front  rising? 

CH:    During  the  ...  when  I  was  moving  in  the  car,  no,  I  think  that  was  the  only 
thing. 

PW:    Any  part  of  the  freeway  in  front  collapse  on  you,  or  anything  like  that? 

CH:    No,  I  mean  that  ...  I  think  that  I  saw  the  road  come  up  and,  after  that, 
it  was  very  hard  to  say  what,  visually,  I  don't  know  if  I  saw  anything. 
The  car  was  going  around  so  much.   So,  it  wasn't  really  until  I  came  to  a 
stop  and  was  able  to  get  out  and  see  what  had  gone  wrong. 

PW:  How  did  you  get  out  of  your  vehicle? 

CH:  I  was  able  to  open  the  door.  The  vehicle  was  ... 

PW:  You  got  out  on  your  own? 

CH:  Yeah. 

PW:  How  about 
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CH:  ,1  don't  know  if  his  door  opened.   He  was  pretty  hysterical  when  we 

stopped  and  when  I  said,  ,  why  don't  we  get  out  of  the  car,  he  just 
came  out  my  ...  he  just  like  immediately  came  out  my  way.  I  don't  think 
he  even  tried  his  door. 

PW:    You  say  you  were  hurt  from  the  incident.   Can  you  describe  your  injuries? 

CH:    Well,  when  we  came  to  a  stop,  I  immediately  felt  pain  in  my  lower  back  and 
so  did  My  back,  it  just  definitely  hurt  right  away.    It  was  a 

pretty  sharp  pain.   So,  that  was  basically  it.   That  night  of  course  as  my 
whole  body,  I  think,  ached.   I  have,  since  then,  had  some  lower  back  and 
middle  back  pain. 

PW:  Were  the  two  of  you  wearing  your  seat  belts? 

CH:  Yeah. 

PW:  Do  you  have  the  three-point  system? 

CH:  Right,  with  the  shoulder  strap. 

PW:  Where  was  hurt? 

CH:  had  similar  injuries.   Just  to  his  lower  ...  his  back  hurt,  he  said. 

PW:  He  said  his  back  hurt? 

CH:  Lower  back,  back,  yeah. 

PW:  Do  you  think  that  was  from  going  over  the  hump? 

CH:  Yeah,  I  think  so.    I  think  it  was  from  being  jerked  around. 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  other  people  in  the  other  cars  get  out  on  their  own,  or 
did  someone  help  them? 

CH:  I  saw  people  basically  get  out  on  their  own? 

PW:  Where  you  were,  in  other  words? 

CH:  Yeah,  all  the  cars  near  me,  everyone  could  get  out  on  their  own. 

PW:  Was  anyone  around  you  hurt  pretty  bad,  that  you  recall? 

CH:    I  saw,  no,  there  was  the  man  who  was  in  the  upside  down  truck  who  had  ... 
his  arm  was  pretty  badly  cut.  Then,  there  was  an  older  gentleman  who 
looked  like  he  was  wearing  sort  of  a  work  uniform  and  he  had  his  hand  over 
his  face,  I  think  he  had  a  bloody  nose. 

PW:    What  car  did  he  come  out  of? 

CH:    I  don't  remember  which  car  he  was  in. 
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PW:    Did  you  see  anybody  that  was  trapped  in  the  car,  at  all? 
CH:  No. 

PW:    Can  you  kind  of  back-track  and  see  if  you  recall  the  motion  of  the  freeway 
at  the  time  of  the  earthquake? 

CH:    It  just  ...  it  was  a  buckling  feeling.    I  never  felt  it  fall,  actually. 
It  was  this  buckling  feeling,  like  a  roller  coaster,  sort  of  ...  I  mean  it 


PW:    Was  this  up  and  down  motion,  or  ... 

CH:    Yeah,  well,  it  was  up  and  down,  but  also  it  seemed  like  I  was  ...  I  felt 
getting  hit.   So,  it  was  sort  of  side  to  side,  too. 

PW:    Which  one  did  you  feel  first? 

CH:    The  buckling. 

PW:    The  up  and  down  motion? 

CH:    Yeah.   When  the  road  came  up,  I  think  that  is  what  I  felt.   The  feeling 
like  the  car  was  buckling. 

PW:    Then  you  felt  side-to-side  motion? 

CH:  Yeah. 

PW:    Was  this  before  you  went  over  the  rise? 

CH:    No,  I  think  1t  was  probably  after  that.   I  think  the  road  buckled  up,  I 
probably  went  over  that,  and  then  I  lost  control,  then  but  I  felt  the 
feeling  of  getting  hit  from  side-to-side  sort  of. 

PW:    At  what  point  did  you  feel  that  it  was  something  other  than  a  flat  tire? 

CH:    When  I  saw  the  road  come  up  at  me. 

PW:    That  must  have  been  pretty  scary. 

CH:    Yeah.    I  think  an  earthquake  flashed  through  my  mind.    I  can't  be  sure 
about  that  though. 

PW:    Did  you  get  a  chance  to  see  how  the  freeway  structure  reacted  to  the 
earthquake  at  all,  or  you  just  saw  the  a  ... 

CH:    Once  I  saw  the  road  rise  up  in  front  of  me,  then  I  couldn't  really  see 

anything  because  it  was  too  chaotic.  It  wasn't  until  everything  came  to  a 
stop  that  I  could  see  what  happened. 

PW:    Do  you  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 
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CH:  I  wear  contact  lenses. 

PW:  You  had  pretty  good  vision  at  that  time? 

CH:  Yes. 

PW:  You  didn't  take  any  medication,  or  anything,  that  day,  did  you? 

CH:  No. 

PW:  Your  overall  health,  at  that  time,  before  the  earthquake? 

CH:  Yeah. 

PW:  Was  good? 

CH:  Yeah. 

PW:  Do  you  have  anything  to  add,  that  I  may  have  missed  asking  you? 

CH:    No,  I  don't  think  so.   I  think  that's  to  the  best  of  my  memory  that  is 
what  I  can  remember  about  the  whol e  ordeal . 

PW:    I  really  appreciate  all  the  information  you  have  given  us.   Every  little 
input  is  going  to  help  us.   I  am  going  to  end  the  interview  at 
approximately  1705  hours. 
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D-16,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  #9945,  on 

December  11,  1989,  at  1313  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  the  Oakland 
CHP  Office.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

RL:    Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 
WC: 

RL:    If  you  would,  Mr.  ,  could  you  state  your  name  for  the  tape? 

WC:    My  name  is 

RL:    If  you  would,  Mr.  ,  could  you  just  describe  to  me  your  experiences 

on  October  17th  during  the  earthquake  and  the  collapse  of  the  Cypress 
freeway. 

WC:    I  was  on  my  way  that  afternoon  to  my  friend's  house  in  Alameda  with  the 
intention  of  watching  the  World  Series  game.    I  had  just  come  up  on  the 
overpass  structure,  which  I  guess  is  1-880,  with  the  intention  of 
proceeding  to  the  Alameda  exit  and  getting  off  and  going  through  the 
tunnel  to  my  friend's  house  on  Webster  Street.   When  the  earthquake 
occurred,  I  first  saw  that  the  ...  I  guess  it's  a  stress  groove  in  the 
freeway  was  directly  in  front  of  me.   About  six  feet  of  earth  came  up  from 
it  in  a  large  cloud  and  I  went  through  that.    I  was  aware  of  a  strange 
motion.   I  ...  everything  sort  of  went  slow  motion.    I  saw  that  the 
roadway  was  breaking  up  and  my  ...  my  first  thought,  I  guess,  was  well,  I 
guess  I'm  dead.    I'd  say  in  an  interval  of  probably  less  than  10  seconds, 
a  lot  happened.   But  I  also  thought  well,  this  is  either  an  earthquake  or 
this  freeway  is  collapsing.    I  had  no  ...  I've  been  in  earthquakes  in  the 
past  and  I  had  no  awareness  of  shaking  motion  or  anything  that  parallels 
any  of  my  past  experiences  with  earthquakes.   So,  I  thought  that  the 
freeway  was  just  collapsing.   Also,  as  this  experience  was  going  on,  I  was 
watching  the  roadway  and  was  aware  that  the  structure  ...  well,  it  seemed 
to  me  like  it  was  going  to  collapse  to  the  street.   It  was  out  of  the 
corner  of  my  eye,  I  looked  over  the  panorama  and  I  didn't  see  buildings 
shaking  or  anything  like  this.   So,  I  just  sort  of  formulated  a  conclusion 
that  it  was  just  collapsing  on  its  own  for  some  strange  reason.   Then,  I 
just  sort  of  had  this  loss  of  control  feeling  and  it  ...  well,  I  guess  I 
sort  of  felt  what  a  strange  way  to  die.   Then,  I  didn't  have  any  fear.  It 
was  just  sort  of  this  big  event  that  was  beyond  me  so  why  ...  I  ...  but  I 
guess  to  do  something  I  decided  that  I  was  just  going  to  try  to  keep  the 
car  on  the  road.    I've  been  involved  in  situations  of  accidents  in  the 
past,  and  I  suppose  I'm  a  fairly  good  driver.   So,  I  just  tried  to  brake 
down  and  keep  the  car  in  the  lane  I  was  in,  which  was  the  far  right  lane. 
I  seemed  to  be  doing  a  fairly  good  job  of  it.  The  next  thing  I  noticed 
...  and  this  was  in  an  interval  of  just  a  few  seconds  as  well  ...  was  a 
big  rig  tractor-trailer  truck  on  my  tailpipe.   He  was  coming  barreling 
right  down  on  me.   At  that  point,  I  guess  the  top  deck  that  we  were  on  had 
fallen  down  and  impacted  the  second  deck.   I  was  aware  of  being  in  pain. 
It  was  sort  of  a  whiplash  pain.    I  guess  because  I've  been  rear-ended  in 
cars  before,  I  just  instinctively  looked  in  my  rear  view  and  side  view 
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mirrors  to  see  who  had  hit  me.   But  of  course,  no  one  had.    It  was  just 
vertical  whiplash  instead  of  horizontal.   But  looking  in  the  mirrors,  I 
saw  this  big  rig  coming  down  on  me  and  I  thought  huh,  well  maybe  this 
thing  isn't  going  to  hit  the  street,  but  this  truck  is  going  to  run  right 
over  the  top  of  me.   Then  I  really  became  afraid.   Just  as  that  was 
occurring,  the  truck  jackknifed  and  his  trailer  went  over  and  his  cab 
remained  upright  and  it  slowed  the  vehicle  down  so  that  he  didn't  go  over 
the  top  of  me.   Then  a  second  or  two  later,  I  was  aware  that  I  had  braked 
to  a  stop.   The  tractor-trailer  rig  behind  me  had  jackknifed  and  had 
stopped  as  well.   I  was  immediately  aware  of  a  lot  of  pain,  like  very, 
very  severe  whiplash.   I've  had  whiplash  once  before  I  think,  pretty  good, 
and  this  was  worse  than  that.  Also,  that  my  left  shoulder  hurt  me  pretty 
bad.   But  it  seemed  to  be  mainly  in  the  muscle.   So,  I  sort  of 
self-contained  myself.   I  said  I  could  move  everything,  so  I  know  my 
back's  not  broken.   I  guess  ...  also,  I  was  most  self-conscious  of  being 
in  shock,  that  kind  of  traumatic  accident  shock.   So,  it  was  kind  of 
slow.   I  guess  I  sort  of  lost  purpose.   But  I  turned  off  the  ignition  to 
the  car,  and  then  sort  of  gingerly  got  out  of  the  car  and  stood  on  the 
freeway.   I  was  aware  of  people  around  me  getting  out  of  their  cars.  I 
was  next  to  this  woman  who  was  in  a  small  compact  car  and  her  car  was  sort 
of  at  a  strange  angle  in  the  lane.   She  was  standing  there  in  a  business 
suit  and  I  could  see  that  she  was  in  shock  too.  She  just  looked  at  me  and 
she  said,  "I've  never  been  in  California  before.    Is  this  an  earthquake?" 
I  looked  at  her  and  I  said,  "I  really  don't  know."   I  told  her  I  didn't 
feel  an  earthquake,  but  I  think  the  freeway  just  collapsed.   Then,  I 
looked  at  her  car  and  I  saw  her  license  plates  and  they  said  Rhode 
Island.  At  that  point,  I  was  still  trying  to  get  my  wits  about  me  and  I 
was  looking  around.   I  had  a  thought  of  trying  to  drive  off,  but  then  I 
looked  up  ahead  of  me,  which  would  have  been  southbound,  and  I  saw  oh,  200 
yards  in  the  distance,  probably  about  a  20  foot  wall  where  the  freeway 
started  to  go  on  an  upgrade  and  apparently  it  had  broken  and  fallen  off 
and  formed  a  wall.  Then,  I  looked  behind  me  and  I  saw  the  freeway 
sticking  up  in  big  jagged  edges  and  I  determined  that  it  was  impossible  to 
drive  away.   So,  then  it  dawned  on  me  that  I  should  check  and  see  if 
anyone  was  injured.   Most  of  the  people  that  I  noticed  getting  out  of 
their  cars  ...  some  of  them  had  bloody  noses  and  cut  foreheads  and  things 
like  this,  but  everyone  seemed  to  be  in  fairly  good  shape.  There  again,  I 
was  confused,  because  I  didn't  know  whether  to  go  forward  or  to  go  back. 
So,  I  guess  because  of  the  walls,  the  walls  serving  as  a  guideline,  I 
said,  "well,  there's  a  limit  up  there."  So,  I  started  forward.  Everyone 
seemed  to  be  all  right  except  I  came  on  this  woman;  a  white  woman  and  a 
little  black  child,  probably  about  six  years  old,  a  little  boy.  They  were 
standing  ...  there  again,  everyone  being  in  shock,  they  were  standing 
outside  their  car,  and  the  lady  looked  as  though  she  were  standing  on  a 
bus  stop  waiting  for  the  bus.  The  little  boy  was  in  total  hysterics; 
crying,  tears  in  his  eyes  and  just  totally  petrified.   So,  I  noticed  ... 
it  seemed  strange  that  she  wasn't  doing  anything.   So,  I  went  over  to  the 
little  boy  and  I  touched  him  just  to  make  physical  contact  to  try  to  shake 
him  out  of  this.   I  guess  I  rubbed  my  hand  up  and  down  his  chest  and 
patted  him  on  the  back  and  said,  "hey,  the  freeway  has  just  fallen  down 
somehow,  but  we're  all  all  right  and  we're  going  to  get  out  of  here,  so 
just  take  it  easy."   I  noticed  it  sort  of  ...  making  contact  that  way  sort 
of  psychologically  snapped  him  out  of  it  from  deep  within  himself  wherever 
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he  was.   Then  just  being  there  and  talking  to  this  woman  kind  of  broke  the 
state  that  she  was  in.   She  just  looked  at  me  and  she  said,  "oh  I  just  had 
him  on  an  outing  for  the  afternoon."  We're  going  back  to  an  orphanage  in 
either  Hayward  or  Fremont,  I  believe  she  said.    I  said,  "well,  I'm  going 
up  forward  here  and  see  if  anybody  else  is  injured."    I  said  you  seem  to 
be  OK.   So,  I  just  left  them.    I  continued  on  up  ...  at  that  point,  I  saw 
a  man  in  a  khaki  uniform  that  I  took  to  be  a  Highway  Patrolman.   How  he'd 
gotten  up  on  the  freeway  I  don't  know.   Probably  at  this  point,  I'd  say 
five  minutes  had  gone  by  after  the  quake  had  occurred.    I  approached  him 
and  he  was  coming  toward  me  and  when  I  came  close  to  him,  I  noticed  that 
he  wasn't  a  CHP  Officer;  he  was  a  man  from  the  State  Police  ...  which 
seemed  kind  of  curious  to  me  that  some  State  Policeman  should  be  up  on  the 
freeway.   I  didn't  know  ...  he  had  all  his  gun  belt  and  all  his 
paraphernalia  on.    I  don't  know  if  he  was  going  to  work.    I'm  not  aware  of 
any  State  buildings  around  there.   But  ...  then  the  thing  that  I  guess  I 
was  struck  by  the  fact  that  he  was  in  shock  too.   I  said,  "I  know  I'm  in 
shock,  but  this  guy  is  in  a  different  kind  of  shock."  He  had  ...  I  guess 
he  was  sort  of  acting  like  a  policeman  who  is  on  the  job  and  if  something 
happens,  he's  supposed  to  do  something  but  this  is  something  that  nobody 
could  do  anything  about.    I  sort  of  wanted  to  tell  him  hey,  buddy  ...  calm 
down.   There  isn't  anything  that  you  can  do.   Then  I  sort  of  thought 
better  of  it.    I  said,  "well,  I'm  in  shock  and  I'm  on  some  level  that  he's 
not  on  and  he's  on  this  other  level"  and  I  said,  "I'd  better  keep  my  mouth 
shut.   I  don't  want  to  antagonize  anyone."  Then,  in  this  sort  of  strange 
state  we  were  in  ...  he  says,  "we'd  better  find  if  there  are  any  people 
injured."   I  said  "well,  that's  what  I'm  doing."   I  said  I'm  coming  from 
about  where  that  truck  is  back  there,  the  big  rig  that  I  spoke  of  having 
jackknifed.    I  said,  "well,  let's  go  forward  here.   Everybody  seems  to  be 
all  right  as  far  as  from  the  truck  up  to  where  we  are."   So,  we  continued 
forward.   There  again,  we  didn't  see  anyone  who  was  seriously  injured 
until  we  came  up  to  the  last  vehicle  before  the  wall  that  was  created  by 
the  southernmost  collapse  there.    It  was  ...  if  I'm  not  mistaken  ...  a 
white  pickup  truck.   There  was  an  elderly  man  in  it  and  we  opened  the  door 
to  the  cab.    I  would  say  probably  because  he  was  up  forward  with  no  one 
around  him  to  make  any  kind  of  personal  contact,  he  was  really  in  shock  it 
seemed.   He  was  almost  in  this  sort  of  hypnotic  state  and  it  was  also 
evident  that  he  had  a  back  injury.   So,  we  kind  of  checked  him  out  and  it 
didn't  seem  as  though  his  back  was  broken.   So,  I  assumed  that  he  probably 
had  a  whiplash  the  way  I  had,  which  hurt  pretty  bad  at  that  point.  But, 
we  pulled  him  out  of  the  cab  of  the  truck  and  laid  him  on  the  pavement.  I 
got  a  jacket  out  of  the  cab  and  I  started  talking  to  him  and  he  didn't 
really  respond.    It  was  though  he  were  a  thousand  miles  away.  The 
policeman  I  was  with  seemed  to  think  everything  was  OK,  so  he  started  back 
where  I'd  come  from.   He  was  primarily  still  concerned  about  any  injuries 
that  might  be  more  severe  than  we  had  encountered  up  to  that  point.   So,  I 
...  there  I  felt  betwixt  and  between.    I  didn't  want  to  leave  this  man 
alone,  because  of  his  state,  so  I  just  ...  whether  he  understood  me  or 
not,  I  said  hey  look,  we're  going  to  leave  you  here  and  you're  all  right 
physically.  The  freeway  fell  down  and  we'll  get  out  of  here  as  soon  as  we 
can.   I  said,  "I  don't  want  to  leave  you,  but  I'd  better  go  back  and  help 
this  fellow  look  for  injured  people."  So,  this  State  Policeman  was  a 
little  forward  of  me,  maybe  50  yards  up  in  front  of  me  at  that  point.  I 
continued  back  to  my  jeep.   When  I  reached  there,  I  noticed  there  were 
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probably  about  four  CHP  Officers  maybe  100  yards  back.   Just  sort  of  being 
in  shock  and  being  in  the  pain  I  was  in,  I  said,  "well,  I've  done  my 
bit."   I  don't  think  I'm  going  to  go  back  there  and  then  I  noticed  that 
there  was  a  man  right  behind  my  car  who  was  in  pretty  severe  pain,  as  well 
as  in  this  shock  state  that  we  were  all  in.   I  went  over  and  no  one  seemed 
to  be  paying  any  attention  to  him.   I  noticed  that  ...  well,  he  was  a 
black  man,  probably  in  his  late  20's  or  so,  mid  or  early  20's.    It  turned 
out  that  he  was  the  passenger  in  the  cab  of  this  truck  that  had  jackknifed 
directly  behind  me.   It  was  obvious  that  he  had  at  least  a  broken  rib  and 
I  thought  later  on,  maybe  a  punctured  lung.   But,  he  was  also  in  shock  and 
it  was  compounded  by  this  ...  he  was  in  severe  pain.   I  know  that  people 
with  rib  injuries  or  broken  ribs  have  a  lot  of  pain.  So,  I  sort  of 
checked  him  out  and  I  said  where's  the  driver?  He  says,  "well,  the  driver 
just  left  me  here."   So,  I  said,  "well  look,  I  said,  I  don't  know  what's 
going  to  happen  now,  but  I'll  stay  with  you  until  we  get  out  of  here."  I 
asked  him  if  he  could  stand  up.   He  was  able  to  stand  up.    I  found  a 
jacket  in  the  cab  of  the  truck  and  put  it  over  him  so  that  to  try  to  keep 
him  from  going  into  shock  which  I  was  kind  of  worried  about.   I  mean 
physical  trauma  shock  ...  not  just  the  psychological  shock  that  we  were  in 
from  this  collapse.  At  that  point,  I'd  say,  maybe  15  minutes  had  gone 
by.   Someone  yelled  from  the  portion  of  the  freeway  up  forward  where  I'd 
gone  to  check  for  the  injured  people,  that  there  was  a  ladder  up  there. 
The  people  from  the  warehouses  adjoining  the  freeway  had  brought  metal 
extension  ladders  over  within  I'd  say  a  matter  of  15  minutes  or  so. 
Someone  was  yelling  down  to  ...  for  everyone  to  come  down  to  the  ladder 
and  get  off  the  freeway.   So,  I  was  in  the  process  of  seeing  if  this  guy 
could  start  walking  to  the  ladder  when  somebody  said,  "well,  we're  in 
pretty  good  shape  up  here,  but  what  about  the  people  underneath."   I  guess 
that's  the  first  time  it  dawned  on  me  that  there  was  the  lower  deck  of  the 
freeway  and  I  said  ...  that  was  another  traumatic  thing.   I  guess  I  said 
"uh  oh,  we're  on  this  big  death  sandwich!"   In  my  mind's  eye,  I  had  this 
image  of  this  rush  hour  packed  freeway,  I  guess.   At  this  point,  it's  not 
that  many  people  were  killed  but  ...  I  know  what  that  section  is  normally 
like  during  the  rush  hour  and  so  it  was  kind  of  a  horrifying  vision  I 
had.   I  went  over  to  the  railing  on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway  where  we 
were  standing.   I  looked  over  the  railing  and  it  was  evident  that  it  was 
probably  about  two  feet  clearance  between  the  top  deck  as  it  was  lying  on 
the  lower  deck.  Then,  I  saw  that  there  was  a  pillar  that  extended  down  to 
the  street  level  and  on  this  pillar,  there  was  a  young  woman  ...  I'd  say 
somewhere  in  her  mid-20's  probably  ...  and  she  was  in  a  t-shirt  and 
bermuda  shorts  and  she  was  just  standing  on  the  pillar.    I  assume  that  she 
had  crawled  out  someway  from  the  lower  deck.   I  looked  at  the  space 
between  the  two  decks  and  this  woman  standing  on  the  pillar.   I  said,  "how 
did  she  get  out  of  there?"   It  was  amazing.   She  was  also  covered  with 
blood  from  head  to  foot,  probably  from  a  profusely  bleeding  head  wound  or 
something.   But  people  on  the  street  were  yelling  to  her  to  stay  there, 
stay  there  and  we'll  get  a  ladder  up  to  you.   So,  at  that  point,  I  went 
back  to  the  man  with  the  injured  ribs  that  I  was  with.   He  was  really  kind 
of  timid  about  everything  at  that  point.   So,  I  kind  of  coaxed  him  to  walk 
down  toward  the  ladder.   We  got  down  there.   There  was  a  section  that  had 
dropped  off  and  the  ladder  was  just  forward,  or  just  past  that,  but  there 
was  a  car  that  was  totally  covered  with  rubble  in  the  top  deck  portion. 
The  passenger  seats  were  empty  and  it  was  evident  that  whoever  was  in  the 
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passenger  seat  had  gotten  out  and  it  didn't  look  as  though  there  was 
anybody  trapped  and  killed  in  back,  but  it  was  sort  of  a  frightening  thing 
to  see  this  car,  just  50%  of  it  collapsed,  and  these  people  had  just 
gotten  out  by  the  skin  of  their  teeth.   So,  then  we  started  gathering 
around  there  and  there  was  a  bit  of  ...  there  was  about  a  10  foot  drop  off 
where  the  ladder  was.    I  was  trying  to  get  this  guy  to  jump  down  on  this 
car  hood  that  was  partially  trapped  and  then  go  to  the  ladder.   He  was 
kind  of  hesitant  to  do  that.   So,  I  just  thought  I'll  stay  with  him  until 
everyone  else  gets  down.   There  were  probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  20 
people  around  the  ladder.   A  lot  of  little  kids  ...  I  noticed  the  little 
kids  took  it  worse  than  the  adults.   Most  of  the  little  kids  were  really 
traumatized.   They  were  anxious,  or  crying,  or  really  much  more  in  shock 
seemingly  than  a  lot  of  the  adults.    It  turned  out  to  be  what  you  might 
think  would  take  five  minutes  time  ...  you'd  expect  someone  who  had  been 
in  something  like  this  just  to  scurry  down  this  ladder.   But,  it  wasn't 
the  case.   People  were  very,  very  slow  to  go  down  the  ladder  because  of 
the  shock  they  were  in,  and  various  people  being  afraid  of  ...  just  afraid 
of  their  environment  for  lack  of  a  better  word  I  guess.   So,  it  probably 
took  another  15  minutes  before  most  of  the  people  were  down  the  ladder  and 
someone  asked  about  myself  and  this  man  with  the  injured  ribs.  Two  or 
three  other  guys  coaxed  him  down  and  then  a  man  from  the  ground  level  ... 
I  imagine  someone  who  was  working  in  one  of  these  surrounding  warehouses 
...  said,  "look,  I've  got  an  idea."  This  guy  didn't  want  to  go  down  the 
ladder  so  he  said  to  him,  "put  your  arm  around  my  neck  and  grab  my  shirt 
and  get  on  my  back  and  I'll  carry  you  down  the  ladder."  Then,  someone 
else  came  from  the  bottom  and  stood  behind  this  man's  legs  and  I  stood  up 
on  the  top  and  went  down  the  ladder  that  way  to  get  him  down.   Then,  I 
just  sort  of  walked  around  the  corner  to  Cypress  and  West  Grand  where  they 
were  tri aging  all  the  injured  people.   When  I  got  there,  I  just  saw  the 
street  was  full  of  ambulances.   Most  ...  well,  it  looked  as  though  half  of 
the  Oakland  Police  Department  had  arrived  and  then  again,  I  saw  that  sort 
of  same  reaction  that  the  State  Policeman  had  up  on  the  freeway.  They 
were  sort  of  in  shock  and  like  what  do  we  do  kind  of  effect  on  people  in 
that  situation  who  arrived.   But,  I  remember  people  on  gurneys.   I  sort  of 
just  went  over  to  the  corner  and  sort  of  stood  there,  still  trying  to  get 
my  wits  about  me.   Then,  I  guess  I  was  wandering  around  in  a  bit  of  a  daze 
and  this  Oakland  Policeman  kept  saying  if  you  are  injured,  stand  by  the 
fence.   He  was  referring  to  the  fence  on  the  corner  there  by  Cypress  on 
the  south  corner  of  Cypress  and  West  Grand.   He  kept  saying  sit  down,  sit 
down.   So,  I  guess  I  just  continued  to  sort  of  wander  around  in  a  daze  and 
finally,  I  sat  down.   Then,  I  heard  someone  say  that  if  you  weren't 
injured  severely  enough  to  go  to  the  hospital  in  an  ambulance,  to  get  on 
an  AC  Transit  bus.   There  seemed  to  be  about  two  or  three  AC  Transit  buses 
stacked  up  there.    I  don't  know  why,  whether  it  was  just  coincidence  or 
whether  they  were  sent  there,  but  ...  I  looked  around  at  that  point,  and 
there  seemed  to  be  so  many  injured  and  there  was  so  much  confusion  that  I 
said,  "well,  I  kind  of  know  that  I  just  have  a  whiplash  injury  so  I'm  not 
going  to  encumber  the  hospital  staff  or  whatever."   I  still  had  no  idea 
how  many  people  were  involved  in  this.   I  walked  up  to  the  corner  up  at 
Poplar  Street  and  found  a  pay  phone  and  I  called  my  friend's  house  in 
Alameda  and  asked  if  she  could  come  and  pick  me  up.   She  said  ...  at 
first,  she  wouldn't  believe  me  that  the  freeway  had  collapsed.   She  said 
well,  I'm  watching  television  and  there's  nothing  on  it.    I  said,  "look, 
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I'm  right  here  on  the  corner,  this  happened  and  can  you  come  and  pick  me 
up?"   I  got  a  bit  angry  about  it.   She  says  well,  she  said  Ron,  who  is  her 
boyfriend,  was  coming  from  San  Francisco  and  he  was  coming  over  on  AC 
Transit.   She  said,  "well,  if  you  were  in  this,  maybe  Ron's  on  the  freeway 
as  well  or  on  the  Bay  Bridge  and  so  maybe  I'd  better  stay  here  and  wait 
until  Ron  telephones."   So,  I  said,  "well  look,  I'll  call  you  back."  Then 
I  walked  back  to  the  Cypress  and  West  Grand  corner  and  there  seemed  to  be 
more  confusion  and  more  people  running  around.   I  noticed  a  lot  of  people 
running  around,  really  a  nuisance  to  all  the  authorities.    I  mean,  people 
with  cameras  taking  pictures  and  this  and  that.  Where  they  had  come  from 
on  such  short  notice  I  have  no  idea.   I  just  wanted  to  get  out  of  there  at 
that  point.   So,  I  saw  there  was  a  man  with  gray  hair  and  a  beard.  He  was 
standing  around.   He  looked  as  though  he  worked  in  the  area.  He  also 
seemed  about  one  of  the  most  rational  people  standing  about.   I  just 
approached  him  and  I  say,  "I  was  up  on  the  freeway.   I  was  on  my  way  to 
Alameda  to  see  my  friends",  I  said.    "Could  you  give  me  a  lift  to 
Alameda?"  He  said,  "well,  he  said,  I'll  take  you  anywhere  you  want  to 
go."  So,  he  said  ...  I  said,  "do  you  work  around  here"  and  he  said, 
"yeah."  He  said,  "I'm  on  my  way  home  anyway"  and  he  said  I  called  my 
house  and  he  said  the  chimney  fell  off  my  house  over  by  Lake  Merritt.  But 
he  said  my  son's  on  his  way  up  from  work  in  San  Jose,  but  I  don't  think 
he's  on  anything  like  this  ...  he's  probably  on  flat  freeways  so  I'm  not 
too  worried  about  him.   So,  if  you  were  up  there,  I'll  give  you  a  lift 
over  to  Alameda.   We  had  some  concern  about  getting  through  the  tunnel, 
but  we  got  through  the  tunnel  all  right.   All  the  lights  were  out  and  I 
guess  we  came  through.   There  was  a  water  main  broken  on  the  other  side 
and  I  think  Alameda  Police  had  blocked  off  the  outgoing  lane  at  that 
time.   But,  we  were  able  to  get  onto  the  island.  Then,  I  went  to  my 
friend's  house,  and  we  had  to  wait  around  until  about  one  o'clock  for  my 
friend's  boyfriend  to  get  back  from  San  Francisco.   It  turned  out  he  was 
on  an  AC  Transit  bus  that  was  stopped  on  the  bridge  when  the  quake 
occurred  and  had  to  walk  off  the  Bay  Bridge,  and  take  a  ferry  over  to  Jack 
London  Square.   We  had  no  word  because  the  telephones  were  out  and  so  she 
was  pretty  well  petrified  that  he  may  have  been  killed  in  this.  Then, 
when  everyone  was  safe  and  sound  at  that  point,  it  was  just  a  question  of 
...  I  guess,  I  called  in  sick  to  work  the  following  two  days.   I  didn't 
have  any  transportation  and  I  just  kind  of  camped  out  on  my  friend's 
living  room  floor.  Then,  I  guess  by  ...  I  continued  to  call  the  CHP  about 
my  vehicle  on  the  top  deck.   I  believe  it  was  Thursday  afternoon  they  told 
me  that  this  matter  had  been  turned  over  ...  the  Oakland  Police  told  me 
that  they  had  towed  or  craned  my  Jeep  off  the  freeway,  and  that  I  should 
go  to  the  Oakland  Police  headquarters  on  Broadway  and  see  their  Traffic 
Bureau.   I  guess  it  was,  about  a  release  form.   So,  my  friend  drove  me  up 
there  and  I  obtained  the  release  form  and  then  I  had  to  go  to  A&B  Towing, 
which  I  guess  is  contracted  to  the  Oakland  Police  Department.    I  had  to 
pay  them  at  that  office  and  then  retrieved  the  vehicle  from  one  of  their 
outlets  up  in  North  Oakland,  near  the  Berkeley  border.   That's  the  whole 
story. 

RL:    How  often  do  you  travel  the  freeway  route? 

WC:    I'm  very  seldom  down  there.   As  I  say,  I  have  friends  in  Alameda  but  I 
might  be  down  there  once  or  twice  a  month.    I  very  seldom  go  over  that 
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stretch  of  freeway. 

RL:    How  heavy  was  the  traffic  in  your  opinion  at  that  time? 

WC:    The  traffic  was  really  light  for  that  ...  it  was  just  past  five  o'clock. 
In  fact,  I  was  sort  of  rushing  to  get  there  before  the  ball  game  started 
and  I  was  most  impressed  at  how  light  the  traffic  was.   I  would  say  that 
one  of  the  reasons  there  weren't  more  deaths  or  injuries  was  because  of 
the  World  Series  game.   Not  just  because  people  were  at  Candlestick  Park, 
but  because  they  were  at  their  friends'  houses  like  I  was  intending  to  do, 
or  the  local  tavern  ...  wherever  they  might  have  been  planning  to  watch 
the  game. 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

WC:    Just  sort  of  being  caught  up  in  everything  and  seeing  the  roadway  break  up 
and  having  that  strange  sort  of  slow  motiony  sensation  that  evidently  the 
thing  was  collapsing.    It  was  instantaneous. 

RL:    Where  did  your  vehicle  come  to  rest? 

WC:    I  just  ...  I  guess  it  was  in  the  lane  that  I  was  going.    I  was  able  to 

keep  it  in  a  linear  path  and  just  brake  it  to  a  halt.  It  was  right  in  the 
lane  of  travel  on  the  freeway. 

RL:    With  respect  to  other  vehicles  around  you  ...  when  you  came  to  a  stop,  can 
you  describe  any  of  the  vehicles  that  were  immediately  around  you? 

WC:    Well,  as  I  said,  the  most  noticeable  one,  the  one  that  I  was  concerned 
about,  was  the  big  rig  behind  me  who  had  ...  I  mean,  he  had  jackknifed. 
His  cab  was  in  the  upright  position,  and  kind  of  at  an  angle  with  the 
lane,  and  his  trailer  had  completely  turned  over  in  that  jackknifed 
position.    I  noticed  that  a  lot  of  other  cars  around  me  ...  some  of  them 
may  have  gone  into  the  guardrail,  or  sort  of  had  fender  bender  type  of 
damage,  or  collided  with  another  car  that  was  next  to  them,  or  in  front  of 
them,  or  behind  them,  or  something.   But,  it  was  relatively  minor  damage. 
Some  of  them  were  kind  of  at  different  angles  in  the  lanes,  but  that  was 
about  it. 

RL:    Were  you  injured? 

WC:    Just  the  whiplash  kind  of  injury  in  the  back  and  shoulder.   My  left 
shoulder  muscle  really  felt  sort  of  traumatized. 

RL:    Did  you  seek  medical  attention  for  your  injuries? 

WC:    I  did,  but  I  didn't  see  an  orthopedist.    I  just  saw  my  local  physician.  I 
made  an  attempt  to  go  ...  I  have  Kaiser  coverage.    I  went  to  Kaiser  at 
Oakland  Thursday  when  I,  as  soon  as  I  picked  up  my  Jeep,  but  Kaiser's 
emergency  room  was  so  full  that  I  waited  until  Friday  and  saw  my  doctor  in 
San  Francisco.   Also,  since  I  had  called  in  sick  at  work,  he  wrote  a 
statement  saying  that  I'd  been  in  the  freeway  collapse  and  that  he'd 
examined  me  and  that  it  was  just  soft  tissue  trauma. 
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RL:    How  many  people  were  in  your  car? 
WC:    Just  myself. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  prior  to  the  freeway 
collapsing? 

WC:    I  didn't  see  any  motion  of  any  sort.   It  was  more  the  sense  that  the 

roadway  was  breaking  up  rather  than  a  feeling  of  any  motion.   I  really  had 
no  sense  that  the  thing  had  fallen  to  the  lower  deck  other  than  the  pain  I 
felt  in  my  neck  when  obviously  it  hit.    I  didn't  have  any  feeling  of  it 
collapsing  or  falling.   I  just  saw  the  roadway  breaking  and  sort  of  felt 
this  really  sort  of  strange,  hard  to  describe,  sensation. 

RL:    You  mentioned  in  your  statement  that  you  were  moving  to  check  on  other 
victims  that  may  have  been  injured  in  this  moving.   Were  you  walking  to 
check  on  these  people,  or  ... 

WC:    Right.   I  was  walking. 

RL:    So,  where  your  car  came  to  rest  at  the  end  of  the  earthquake,  that's  where 
it  stayed  until  they  removed  it  from  the  structure? 

WC:    Yeah,  I  just  left  it  in  place. 

RL:    What  is  your  doctor's  name  in  San  Francisco? 

WC:    Dr.  That's  common  spelling. 

RL:    Do  you  know  his  address? 

WC:    It's  ...  I  believe  it's  It's  right  off  of  California 

by  Children's  Hospital. 

RL:    You  also  mentioned  something  about  a  man  that  was  carrying  a  person  off 
the  freeway  on  his  back.   Can  you  describe  ... 

WC:    The  man  from  the  big  rig  truck  there. 

RL:    Can  you  describe  what  type  of  clothing  that  person  was  wearing,  that  was 
carrying  the  victim? 

WC:    I  think  he  was  wearing  some  sort  of  cotton  twill  sort  of  warehouse 

worker's  suit,  something  similar.   Civilian  fashion  instead  of  what  you 
are  wearing  now.   I  think  it  was  sort  of  a  light  green  color.  Work 
cl othes . 

RL:    I  have  nothing  further  unless  you  have  something  else  you'd  like  to  add. 
We'll  end  the  interview  at  1351  hours. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-izs 


D-17,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  #7207,  on 

November  3,  1989,  at  approximately  1557  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 
Herri ck  Hospital  in  Berkeley.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following 
is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  CHP 
CB: 

JM:  can  you  state  your  name  for  the  record? 

CB: 

JM:  ,  what  I  want  to  do  first  is  to  make  sure  I  have  this  preliminary 

information  correct.   Do  you  have  a  middle  name? 

CB:  But  my  legal  signature  is 

JM:  I'll  just  use  the  initial  "B"  then.   Your  correct  home  address  is 

CB:  Correct. 

JM:  Let  me  get  a  physical  description.   Brown  hair. 

CB:  Brown  eyes.   5' 4",  135. 

JM:  Your  date  of  birth  is  6/4/53? 

CB:  That's  right. 

JM:  You  own  the  '83  Volkswagon  Rabbit? 

CB:  That's  correct. 

JM:  It's 

CB:  That's  right. 

JM:  What  color  is  that? 

CB:  Silver. 

JM:  Is  that  a  convertible? 

CB:  Yes.   Black  convertible  top. 

JM:  My  understanding  is  that  you  were  southbound  on  1-880. 

CB:    Right.   One  mile  from  the  Broadway  Street  exit.   Approximately  ...  going 
south. 
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JM:    Your  insurance  is  with 
CB:    That's  correct. 

JM:    I  have  a  number  here.   Are  you  required  to  wear  ...  do  you  wear  corrective 
lenses? 

CB:  No. 

JM:    You're  not  required  to  wear  them  when  you  drive? 
CB:  No. 

JM:    You  were  in  good  health  prior  to  the  incident? 
CB:  Yes. 

JM:    Were  you  taking  any  medication,  drugs  or  alcohol? 
CB:  No. 

JM:    How  about  the  mechanical  condition  of  your  car  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

CB:    It  was  fine.   It  had  a  slow  leak  in  the  right  rear  tire  and  that  was  all. 

JM:    You  don't  remember  how  many  miles  were  on  the  car  do  you? 

CB:    Probably  close  to  ...  I'm  going  to  guess  ...  70,000. 

JM:    Do  you  know  where  the  vehicle  is  now? 

CB:    Yes,  at  Broadway  Volkswagon.   Being  worked  on. 

JM:    It's  being  repaired? 

CB:    Right.   It  was  stored  with  A  &  B  Towing  and  their  fee  was  exorbitant. 
JM:    Can  you  tell  me  about  the  damage  to  your  car? 

CB:    From  what  the  serviceman  told  me,  we  have  a  damaged  rear  axle,  the  packing 
in  the  convertible  top  shifted  to  the  rear,  shocks  are  gone,  the  front  end 
needs  to  be  realigned.   Coincidental ly,  in  replacing  the  rear  axle,  they 
saw  both  rear  tire  mounts  for  the  brake  (and  I'm  not  a  mechanic)  were  worn 
and  there  was  some  leakage  of  fluid;  so  they're  replacing  that,  and  I 
needed  a  right  rear  engine  mount  on  the  car.  There's  no  body  work  damage 
the  car  at  all.   None.   I  didn't  hit  anybody;  nobody  hit  me  until  A  &  B 
towing  got  hold  of  it  a  bent  the  bumper  a  little  bit. 

JM:    So,  basically  what  you're  describing  is  undercarriage  damage? 

CB :    Yes ,  from  the  f al 1 . 

JM:    It  would  be  a  good  description  then? 
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JM:    Let's  get  right  into  the  questions  here?  How  often  would  you  say  that  you 
travel  this  route,  Interstate  880? 

CB:  It  was  my  first  day  of  work  so  that's  my  first  day  on  that  route. 

JM:  Your  first  time? 

CB:  Well,  in  terms  of  work.    I've  been  on  it  maybe  three  or  four  times  prior 
to  that. 

JM:  Were  you  coming  from  work  here  to  Alameda? 

CB:  Yes. 

JM:  So,  you  went  down  80  to  880? 

CB:  Yeah.    I  went  Ashby  to  880. 

JM:  Ashby  to  880? 

CB:  Yeah.   Not  knowing  that  I  could  take  another  route. 

JM:  You  were  travelling  southbound? 

CB:  Correct. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  the  upper  deck?  Light? 

CB:  Light.  From  what  I  had  seen  before,  it  was  light.  In  fact,  I  had  looked 
at  my  watch  and  commented  to  myself,  "You're  making  good  time."  That  was 
about  a  little  after  5:05. 

JM:  What  lane  were  you  in? 

CB:  There  are  four  lanes  in  that  highway? 

JM:  Yeah.   Four  southbound  lanes. 

CB:  I  was  in  this  lane  on  ...  going  southbound,  I  was  in  this  lane. 

JM:  You  were  in  the  farthest  left  lane? 

CB:  Second  to  the  farthest  left  lane. 

JM:  You  were  in  the  ...  we  number  the  lanes  left  to  right,  so  you  would  be  in 
the  S,  number  S2. 

CB:  Yes. 

JM:    What  speed  were  you  travelling? 
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CB:    It  was  on  cruise-control  so  it  was  probably  about  60. 
JM:    You  were  the  only  person  in  your  vehicle? 
CB:  Correct. 

JM:    In  reference  to  a  distance  and  direction  from  the  nearest  cross  street  and 
identifiable  building,  where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began? 

CB:    Well,  all  I  know  is,  I  looked  at  my  watch  and  it  was  a  little  after  5:00, 
thinking  I  had  made  good  time  because  I  saw  the  Broadway  Exit  coming  up. 
'Cause,  I  was  going  to  exit  that  so  I  go  to  the 

Alameda.  So,  I  don't  know  if  I  was  at  the  mile  from  the  Broadway  Exit  or 
a  mile  and  three-quarters,  'cause  there  are  several  on  there.  So,  it  was 
at  least  a  mile  from  the  Broadway  Exit. 

JM:    So,  you  saw  the  Broadway  Exit  sign? 

CB:    I  didn't  see  the  Exit  sign  itself  but  I  saw,  yeah,  there's  a  series, 
there's  like  a  listing  stating  ...  Broadway  was  like  ...  it's  even  hard 
for  me  to  think  of  what  the  streets  are  right  now.   I  remember  in  my  head 
it  flashed,  "OK.  Broadway  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  you  exit,  so  start 
getting  over."   In  terms  of  the  actual  street  in  Oakland,  I  could  not 
begin  to  tell  you. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you  as  far  as  location,  year,  make,  model,  color,  number  of  occupants? 

CB:  In  terms  of  the  vehicles  in  front  of  me,  there  was  a  vehicle  (probably  a 
van)  that  had  smashed  this  way.  So,  it  was  facing  this  way.  I'm  facing 
southbound. 

JM:    We're  talking  about  prior  to  the  quake. 

CB:    Oh,  prior  to  the  quake.  There  was  a  car  in  front  of  me  in  my  lane. 

JM:    What  color  was  that? 

CB:    Oh  jeez,  I  don't  remember. 

JM:    It  was  a  sedan  though  not  another  ... 

CB:    Yeah.   It  was  a  POV  ( privately-owned  vehicle).    I  remember  seeing 

,  I  passed  and  her  partner  (occupant  in  her  car)  in  probably 

lane  3.    I  think  she  had  someone  in  the  car  with  her. 

JM:    She  was  in  the  lane  ... 

CB:    She  was  in  lane  3. 

JM:    But  you  said  you  think  she  had  someone  with  her? 
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CB:    I  thought  she  did.   Someone  carried  her  down  to  the  street.    I  just  made 
the  assumption  they  were  in  the  car  with  her. 

JM:  No,  she  was  alone.    So,  she  was  to  your  right? 

CB:  Uh-huh. 

JM:  So,  you  had  passed  her? 

CB:  Yes. 

JM:  Any  other  vehicles  in  front? 

CB:  In  one  of  the  pictures  it  shows  that  Cal Trans'  semi -tractor/trailer  that 
was  smashed.    I  believe  he  was  behind  me. 

JM:    Tell  me,  what  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

CB:    My  right  rear  tire  felt  like  it  was  getting  a  flat,  which  I  guess 
consistent  with  everybody,  and  my  first  thoughts  were  of  my  husband 
because  he  was  supposed  to  check  the  tire  before  he  went  to  sea.  That's 
my  slow  leak  tire.   Then,  the  right  rear  felt  that  way  and  the  left  rear 
started  to  shimmy  and  I  looked  at  the  car  in  front  of  me  and  his  tires 
were  literally  bouncing  off  the  pavement.   At  that  point,  everything  just 
kind  of  ...  the  road  just  shifted  back  and  forth  ...  and  I  had  gone  into  a 
skid  and  I  was  trying  to  control  ...  cars  were  careening  all  over  the 
place  in  front  of  me.    I  was  trying  to  control  my  car,  not  to  hit 
anybody.   I  had  the  sensation  of  drifting  to  my  left  and  had  the  sensation 
of  wanting  to  slide  off.    It  had  occurred  to  me  that  the  bridge  had  fallen 
but  not  that  it  was  an  earthquake.   My  car  ended  up  perpendicular  to  the 
traffic  lanes.    In  other  words,  it  was  cross  ... 

JM:    Across  the  traffic  lanes? 

CB:    Yeah.   So,  I  was  going  southbound  and  when  that  thing  stopped,  my  car  was 
this  way  about  a  foot  from         .  car. 

JM:  It  was  facing  east/west? 

CB:  Yes  sir. 

JM:  car  was  facing? 

CB:  South/north.  North/south. 

JM:  So  . . . 

CB:  My  rear  bumper  was  east  and  my  front  bumper  was  west. 

JM:  How  far  from  car  would  you  say  you  were? 

CB:  Probably  about  two  feet.   Not  far  at  all,  and  there  was  a  commercial  van, 
one  of  those  IVECO  vans,  those  white  kind  of  utility  vans,  that  if  the 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-iso 


bridge  had  not  stopped,  he  would  have  broadsided  me  on  the  passenger  side, 
in  terms  of  where  we  stopped. 

JM:    So,  the  indication  to  you  was  that  you  were  having  a  flat? 

CB:  Um-hum. 

JM:    You  just  attempted  to  maintain  control  of  your  car? 

CB:  Right. 

JM:    Did  you  brake? 

CB:  Yes. 

JM:    With  your  foot  brake? 
CB:  Yes. 

JM:    Would  you  say  you  made  a  full  brake  application? 
CB:  Absolutely. 

JM:    Did  you  hear  the  tires  skid? 

CB:    No.   I  put  on  the  brakes  to  slow  down  and  pop  off  the  cruise-control 
because  I  thought  it  was  a  flat.   I  started  to  look  into  my  mirrors  to 
move  over  and  then  that's  when  things  just  started  bouncing,  cars  started 
to  hit,  and  it  looked  like  bumper  cars.   I  slammed  on  the  brakes,  held  on 
to  the  steering  wheel,  attempted  to  steer  it  out  of  its  left  kinda  lean 
and  then  it  went  into  a  slide  and  I  just  held  on  for  "dear  life"  and  ended 
up  facing  east/west.    I  turned  the  car  off  and  pulled  up  the  parking 
brake. 

JM:    Now  you  indicated  you  were  in  cruise-control? 
CB:  Um-hum. 

JM:    When  you  hit  your  brakes,  does  that  automatically  takes  it  off  the 
cruise-control  in  your  car? 

CB:  Yes. 

JM:    That's  standard  setup.   I  just  wanted  to  make  sure.   Could  you  tell  me 
what  the  other  vehicles  did  around  you? 

CB:  car  was  hit,  I  believe  from  her  passenger  side,  and  it  looked  like 

it  put  ...  whatever  she  hit  ...  pushed  her  up  into  almost  in  front  of  me 
so  we  were  kind  of  like  this. 

JM:    Was         >  car  up  against  the  guard  rail? 

CB:    No,  not  that  I  remember. 


L 
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JM:     Close  to  the  right  side? 

CB:    Close  to  the  right  side  but  I  don't  remember  it  being  up  against  the  guard 
rail. 

JM:    You  say  you  believe  her  car  was  hit  or  ... 

CB:    I  think  so,  yeah. 

JM:    Do  you  know  which  car  hit  her  car? 

CB:    I  have  no  idea.    It  was  like  you  had  maybe  three  cars  kind  of  in 

alignment.   Part  of  the  pavement  come  up.   You  could  see  it  in  front  of 
us.   The  car  went  right  into  it.   Then  of  course  ... 

JM:    Did  the  car  that  went  into  the  pavement  just  crash  into  it  and  stop? 

CB:    Yeah.   That  was  a  van.   Two  guys  in  a  van.   His  name  was  He  was 

the  one  who  had  what  I  thought  was  a  broken  rib  and  difficulty  with  that 
is  puncturing  a  lung. 

JM:    This  van  was  ahead  of  you? 

CB:    Yeah.   Probably  up  and  to  my  left. 

JM:    What  color  was  the  van? 

CB:    I  think  it  was  white.   There  were  two  guys  to  my  ...  in  lane  one,  as  you 
would  call  it  ...  about  50  feet  behind.    I  think  it  was  a  brown  Firebird 
type  car,  Camero  type  car,  two-door.   Both  black  ...  this  is  all  coming 
back  to  me  now. 

JM:    Two  black  males? 

CB:    Yeah,  two  black  males.   The  passenger  was  intoxicated. 
JM:    He  was? 

CB:    Yeah.   I  supervise  substance  abuse.  The  driver  appeared  to  be 

intoxicated,  because  all  he  was  worrying  about  was  the  condition  of  his 
car  which  was  ... 

JM:    Both  passenger  and  driver  appeared  to  be  intoxicated? 

CB:    I  think  so,  yes  sir.   Yes  sir.   The  reason  I  say  ...  just  ignore  that. 

The  reason  I  think  the  passenger  was  intoxicated,  he  bit  through  his  lower 
lip,  through  here,  and  was  in  no  apparent  distress.   The  driver  of  that 
was  just  pounding  the  roof  of  his  car  going  "Shit,  Shit,  Shit"  and  I  said 
"don't  worry  about  your  car,  get  off  of  here,  come  on."  Their  gait  and 
the  way  the  one  guy  had  bit  through  his  lip,  I  mean  it  was  just  like  ... 
OK.   The  affect  was  different  from  what  you  would  expect  from  someone 
going  through  a  trauma  like  that. 
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JM:    Could  you  smell  any  alcohol  on  their  breath? 

CB:    No.  There  were  a  lot  of  other  smells  that  would  have  probably  interfered 
with  that,  but  I  just  made  a  note  to  myself,  "gee,  these  two  guys  appear 
intoxicated  just  by  the  way  they  were  behaving  and  their  gaits."   Lot  of 
people  were  staggering  but  they  were  staggering  because  of  injuries  and 
the  driver  in  that  car,  to  my  knowledge,  had  no  apparent  injuries. 

JM:    Your  car  did  not  impact  with  any  other  vehicles? 

CB:  No. 

JM:    I  think  we  already  covered  this.   Your  vehicle  came  to  rest  in  a  east/west 
direction  across  ...  the  way  you  described  it  to  me  would  be  probably 
across  the  number  three  lane  two  or  three  lanes. 

CB:    That's  correct. 

JM:  was  to  the  right  of  your  car?  To  the  right  rear  of  your  car? 

CB:  It  probably  was  if  this  is  the  front  end  of  my  car.  She  probably  was 
kinda  angled  like  that  'cause  I  thought  I  was  going  to  hit  her  at  one 
point,  but  it  was  not  in  a  straight  alignment  ...  probably  about  like 
that. 

JM:    Firebird  was  about  50  feet  behind  you? 
CB:  Yeah. 

JM:    In  the  number  one  lane? 
CB:  Yeah. 

JM:    That's  where  it  came  to  rest? 

CB:    Yeah.   I  believe,  I  don't  know  if  it  was  up  against,  in  regards  to  the 

guard  rail,  but  somehow  I  have  the  impression  that  he  had  to  kinda  squeeze 
out  of  the  driver's  side.  That  could  have  been  because  of  the  steering 
wheel  or  whatever. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  out  of  your  vehicle, 

CB:    Unbelted  myself  and  opened  the  door. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  off  the  structure. 

CB:    Climbed  down  a  metal  ladder  that  was  secured  by  whoever  put  it  up  there. 
It  was  not  an  emergency  vehicle.   Not  EMTs. 

JM:    It  was  not  any  fire  personnel. 

CB:    No,  sir. 
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JM:    So,  you  have  no  idea  who  provided  that. 
CB:    There  was  a  taxi  driver  helping  us. 
JM:    Do  you  know  his  name? 
CB:    No,  but  he  was  on  a  footage  on  T.  V. 
JM:    Were  you  injured. 

CB:    Yes,  I  didn't  realize  it  until  Wednesday.   I  had  ...  the  Neurologist  said 
it  was  kinda  like  from  the  ground  up  whiplash  to  my  neck  and  was  in  a 
brace  and  a  sling  for  a  while.   Still  have  some  hand  involvement,  but 
nothing  permanent. 

JM:    Where  were  you  treated? 

CB:    Here  at  the  Urgent  Center  at  Herri ck  and  I  was  sent  to  Dr.  Naegle.  He's 
associated  with  Herrick  Hospital. 

JM:    Could  you  tell  me  what  day  you  went  to  Herrick  here  to  be  checked? 

CB:    Wednesday,  that  would  be  the  18th.   Probably  around  11:00  because  I 
couldn't  get  in  here  until  around  10:00  or  10:30.    I  saw  Dr.  Naegle  on 
Friday. 

JM:    The  next  question  is:   Did  the  other  occupants  get  ...  oh,  you  didn't  have 
any  passengers  so  we  don't  need  this.   Can  you  tell  me  what  happened  to 
the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around  you? 

CB:    Yeah.  and  there  was  a  family  of  Hispanics  with  two  or  three 

kids  in  the  back  seat,  so  I  determined  that  they  were  all  right,  the 
mother  and  father.   Two  guys  in  the  van  in  front,  with  an  injury 

to  his  ribs,  and  whoever  was  driving  with  him.  I  believe  he  told  me  that 
the  gear  shift  hit  in  the  chest  so  he  may  have  been  the  passenger 

not  the  driver.   The  two  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  Firebird  and  that's  all 
I  really  remember  'cause  you  see  ladders  come  up  from  both  sides  of  the 
freeway. 

JM:    How  soon  after? 

CB:    Almost  immediately.    I  was  on  the  ground  by  5:20  or  5:30. 

JM:    Were  any  of  these  people  that  you  talked  about,  the  two  gentlemen  in  the 
Firebird,  the  Hispanic  family,  and  of  course  we  all  know  ..  she 

climbed  down  the  ladder  as  well. 

CB:    Right.   Then  climbed  down;  the  guy  who  was  in  the  van  with  him 

climbed  down  and  the  two  intoxicated  guys  climbed  down  that  ladder. 

JM:    So,  everybody  that  you  were  aware  of  all  climbed  down? 

CB:  Yeah. 


I 
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JM:  All  accounted  for? 

CB:  Yeah,  I  made  sure. 

JM:  Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

CB:  Oh,  it  shimmied  and  then  ... 

JM:  Did  it  shimmy  side  to  side  or  backwards  and  forwards? 

CB:    It  felt  from  side  to  side,  almost  like  a  fishtail.  Then,  I  watched  the 
pavement  undulate  like  this,  left  to  right.   I  don't  know  how  many  times 
it  did  it.  Watched  a  section  of  the  freeway  do  this.   My  section 
dropped. 

JM:    You're  indicating  with  your  hands  that  it  separated  and  dropped? 
CB:  Right. 

JM:    Did  the  section  ahead  of  you  drop? 

CB:    Well,  the  section  I  was  on  but  I  don't  know,  it  may  be  from  here  to  the 
front  of  our  office  space  over  here,  be  about  the  distance. 

JM:    60  feet? 

CB:    Yeah.   Pieces  of  it  were  not  only  separated  from  front  to  back,  but  within 
the  section  itself,  in  other  words  within  the  perimeters  of  the 
guardrails.   Chunks  were  bent  this  way  and  chunks  were  bent  this  way. 

JM:    So,  you're  indicating  at  angles,  right  angles,  45  degree  angles  with  you 
hands? 

CB:    Probably  not  45,  but  not  so  acute  that  you  felt  a  tilt  in  walking,  but  a 
definite  lift  to  yourself  when  you  got  from  say  lane  three  to  lane  four,  a 
lift  to  the  right  and  lane  one  was  definitely  tilted  down  towards  to 
left.   In  fact,  pieces  of  the  guardrail  were  gone. 

JM:    Could  you  tell  me  which  side  tilted  first,  to  your  left  or  to  your  right? 

CB:    I  think  to  my  left. 

JM:    That  was  the  first  indication  to  you  then  that  it  was  tilting  to  the  left 
first.? 

CB:    Yeah.  The  only  sensation  I  really  had  was  this  movement  left  to  right.  I 
had  no  sensation  from  top  to  bottom. 

JM:    From  the  structure  falling? 

CB:    But  my  head  knew  that  the  bridge  had  fallen. 

JM:    I  think  you  covered  this  one  in  that  last  answer.   Can  you  describe  the 
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motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the  quake?   I  think  you  pretty  well 
answered  it  there.    Is  there  anything  else  that  you  can  add,  that 
might  be  helpful?   Do  you  know  of  anybody's  names  that  assisted  you? 

CB:    I  know  the  taxi  driver,  and  I  know  him  by  sight  from  looking  at  the  media 
coverage  on  Channel  4.   CBS  news  ran  a  special  on  quake,  probably 
Wednesday  night,  and  I  remember  seeing  him  and  somewhere  either  in  media 
or  print.    I  remember  seeing  one  of  the  business  men  who  was  there.  There 
...  guy  who  drove  us  home  was         ,  he's  a  black  male,  4-door  Bonneville, 
who  lives  in  San  Francisco  and  he  works  over  there.   That's  all  I  know. 

JM:    He  took        home  as  well? 

CB:    Yeah,  he  took  us  both  home.   See,  we  didn't  move  from  the  car  ... 
JM:    She  was  enroute  to  Alameda  and  you  live  there? 

CB:    Right.   The  only  way  he  could  get  out,  because  of  the  emergency  vehicles, 
was  to  pull  up  on  the  curb  and  U-turn  it  out.   He  was  going  to  ask  us  to 
move  and  I  said,  "sure  if  you  take  us  home." 

JM:    I  think  I've  covered  everything  so  I'll  conclude  the  interview  with  1618 
hours.   Thank  you  very  much, 
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D-18,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092,  on 

December  7,  1989,  at  1800  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Alameda.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 

HS: 

WS: 

SM:    If  you  can  just  start  off  and  tell  me  basically  what  happened;  where  you 
were  coming  from  and  where  you  were  going  on  that  day. 

HS:    I  come  from  work.   Do  I  need  to  tell  time? 

SM:    If  you  remember. 

HS:    Yes.   I  get  out  of  work  around  4:45.   That's  up  on  First  ...  First  and 
Mission.   So,  I  pick  up  my  husband  at  Battery  and  then  we  hit  the  freeway 
to  Cypress.   When  I  get  that  area  and  I  just  feel  like  my  car  have  a  flat 
tire  or  something.    I  was  all  the  right  side  lane,  all  the  way.    I  afraid 
my  car  is  going  to  crash  into  the  curve,  so  that's  why  I  try  to  change 
lanes  after  I  feel  the  car  move.   So,  as  soon  as  I  changed  lanes,  all  I 
know  is  my  car  is  go  down  with  the  freeway.    It  collapsed  right  under  me. 
After  that,  is  just  silence  and  I  look  at  the  front  and  the  freeway  is 
kind  of  like  a  wave.   Look  in  the  back  and  it's  the  same  thing.    I  try  to 
get  out  of  the  car  and  see  people  run  out  of  their  cars.   The  people  get 
hurt  around  me.   That's  all  ...  I  mean,  I  don't  know  exactly  how  I  feel  at 
that  time.    I  know  I  just  couldn't  believe  that  happened.   I  don't  even 
know  that  there  was  earthquake.   I  just  don't  know.   People  come  out  and 
wonder  why.   Some  of  people  around  that  area  are  just  like  me  ...  is  kind 
of  shocked.   Just  a  little  bit  hurt,  maybe  bleeding  or  something.  They 
just  wander  around,  ask  each  other  what  happened.   We  thought  it  was  a 
bomb.   We  don't  think  it's  an  earthquake. 

SM:    You  were  coming  from  San  Francisco? 

HS:    Yes.   I  come  from  San  Francisco. 

SM:    I  have  an  aerial  photograph  of  the  structure.   You  were  going  southbound 
on  the  top  deck.   Do  you  remember  about  where  you  were?  You  would  have 
been  coming  this  way,  right  over  this  direction.   You  would  have  been 
coming  from  over  here,  southbound.   Do  you  recall  where  you  were  right 
when  you  first  felt  like  your  tires  were  going  flat? 

HS:  This  is  San  Francisco? 

SM:  Right. 

HS:  Where  is  Cypress? 

SM:  This  is  the  Cypress  Structure  right  here  as  you  get  on  here. 
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HS:    I  think  ... 

SM:    This  is  the  part  that  collapsed  right  here.   We're  trying  to  place  where 
she  was  when  she  first  felt  the  tires  feel  like  they  were  going  flat. 

WS:  Oh,  when  they  feel  like  they  were? 

SM:  When  she  first  noticed  that  something  was  odd. 

WS:  Here  is  Grand? 

SM:  Right. 

WS:  Here  is  Grand,  so  our  car  is  here. 

HS:  We  are  right  here. 

SM:  You're  by  a  big  rig?  You  were  close  to  a  big  truck? 

HS:  Yes,  it  was  right  in  that  lane  here  by  the  truck. 

WS:  We  come  down  here  and  we  walked  to  here. 

SM:  So,  about  how  far  back  of  that  did  you  feel  that  ... 

HS:  We  were  just  right  here. 

SM:  So,  you  were  probably  right  around  ...  what's  this  street?  About  24th 
Street;  a  little  north  of  24th  Street  ...  when  you  first  felt  it? 

HS:    Yeah,  we  first  feeled  it  just  right  here.   Yeah,  it  was  just  right  here. 
It's  not  too  far.    I  was  in  this  lane  and  I  changed  lanes  when  I  come 
down. 

WS:    There  was  two  cars  facing  each  other  right  here. 
HS:    Yes,  this  is  us. 

WS:    This  is  our  car  and  the  other  small  car  hit  ours.   It  spun  around  and 
almost  hit  us  (inaudible). 

SM:    So,  you  came  to  rest  then  just  about  right  at  24th  Street.   That's  where 
your  vehicle  came  to  rest?  You  were  all  the  way  over  in  the  right  hand 
lane  and  then  you  tried  to  change  lanes  when  you  felt  the  car  going 
towards  the  right? 

HS:    Yes.   When  it  stopped,  I  was  in  the  second  lane. 

SM:    Have  you  been  driving  that  route  often?  Do  you  drive  it  every  day  from 
San  Francisco? 

HS:    I  drive  it  every  day  from  San  Francisco.   Yeah  ...  from  work. 
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SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  on  that  day? 

HS:    It  was  very  light.    It  was  very,  very  light  that  I  won't  believe  it.  I 
believe  that  there's  a  lot  of  people  have  a  good  survive  in  that 
earthquake,  because  of  light  traffic.   Very  light  traffic.    It  was  after 
that  happened  I  am  thinking  about  Jesus,  if  it  was  just  like  normal 
everyday,  people  drive  many,  many  cars,  and  very  busy  at  that  time. 
Because,  people  try  to  change  lanes  and  I'm  pretty  sure,  we  will  get  hurt 
by  just  the  way  the  cars  collide  to  each  other.   At  least  we  have  some 
room  because  it  was  very  light  traffic,  and  we  have  some  room  to  stop,  and 
people  have  room  to  stop. 

SM:    About  how  fast  were  you  going  before  anything  happened,  before  you  felt 
your  tires? 

HS:    I  think  I  was  about  50  miles  an  hour. 

SM:    When  you  felt  your  tires  start  to  go  flat,  did  you  brake  or  did  you  just 
slow? 

HS:  Yes. 

SM:    You  braked? 

HS:    I  braked.    I  almost  stopped  to  change  lanes. 

SM:    Had  your  car  come  to  a  stop  before  the  freeway  collapsed  underneath  you, 
or  were  you  still  moving? 

HS:    I'm  not  sure,  but  as  long  as  I  change  lanes,  I  know  that  I'm  in  the 
bottom.   Then  the  car  was  stopped. 

SM:  It  came  to  a  stop  as  soon  as  you  felt  that  drop? 

HS:  Yes.    I  mean,  absolutely  stopped. 

SM:  The  only  other  person  in  your  car  was  your  husband? 

HS:  Yes. 

SM:  He  was  seated  in  the  right  front,  right  next  to  you? 

HS:  Yes,  he  was  in  as  passenger. 

SM:  What  other  cars  around  you  do  you  remember? 

HS:  There  was  a  light  car  right  side  in  front  of  me.   It  was  like  beige  color, 
a  small  compact  car,  like  a  Ford  compact  car. 

SM:    What  happened  to  it? 

HS:    What  happened  to  her?   Her  car  was  spin  around  maybe  about  three  times  and 
then  it  stopped  right  in  front  of  us.   It  was  kind  of  ... 
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SM:    So,  it  was  facing  you? 

HS:    Yeah,  but  we  don't  hit  each  other.   We  don't  collide  with  each  other. 
SM:    How  many  people  were  in  that  car? 
HS:    Just  her. 
SM:    Can  you  describe  her? 

HS:    She's  a  white  lady.   She  told  me  she  is  a  nurse.   She's  about  35  years 
old. 

SM:    She  was  driving  a  beige,  small  compact  car? 
HS:    Yes,  uh-huh. 
SM:    How  about  any  other  cars? 

HS:    The  guys  ...  the  right  side  behind  me  is  a  small  truck  ...  no,  not  truck, 
is  kind  of  like  Toyota  truck? 

SM:    Toyota  truck?  A  small  pickup? 

HS:    Yes.   He  was  stopped  on  the  right  all  the  time  just  like  me  too.    I  think 
he's  get  out  fine. 

SM:    Both  of  them  got  out? 

HS:    Yeah,  both  the  people  right  next  to  me  on  the  right  side  and  the  front 
left  side,  they  are  OK.  The  one  before,  my  right  ...  the  right  side  in 


front  of  me;  little  further  in  front  of  me,  it  was  like  a  Volkswagon  car? 


HS:    Yeah.   He  is  ...  it  was  a  man.   He  was  about  30  years  old  and  he  was  like 
Filipino.   He  is  fine.  The  ones  right  next  to  him,  right  in  front  of  me, 
is  a  white  ...  like  an  old  man  ...  and  he  is  having  a  back  injury.  He's 
in  ...  I  am  not  sure  what  car  he  is,  but  it  is  small  car  too. 

SM:    A  small  car.   Do  you  recall  the  color? 

HS:    Dark  ...  dark  beige  I  believe. 

SM:    A  darker  color? 

HS:    Yeah.   Right  next  to  him,  is  just  in  front  of  me,  right  side  in  front  of 
me,  a  little  bit  further,  is  a  Honda.  This  is  another  white  man.  He's 
about  30,  35  years  old.   He  come  out  and  he  was  just  bleeding  really  heavy 
all  over  his  face.   He  wear  some  kind  of  like  uniform,  like  work  for  gas 
station. 

SM:    A  blue  uniform? 


SM: 


A  Volkswagon? 
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HS:    Blue,  yeah.   Blue  uniform. 

SM:    So,  he  was  a  white  man  and  bleeding  from  the  face.   He  was  in  a  white 
Honda? 

HS:    Yeah.   The  one  behind  me  on  the  left,  on  the  right  side.    It  was  the  big 
truck.   As  you  say  ...  right  behind  him  was  another  like  a  big  Ford  car, 
all  big  Ford  car  like  the  family.    I  see  two  kids,  the  wife  and  the 
husband  was  hurt.    I'm  not  sure  where  they  are  hurt  but  I  just  see  that 
they  are  laying  down,  they  get  out  and  lie  down  on  the  freeway. 

SM:    They  were  like  a  big  family  car? 

HS:    Yeah,  big  family,  old  Ford  car.  It  was  dark  burgundy. 

SM:    An  old  Ford? 

HS:    Yeah,  old  Ford  car.    It  was  collide  with  big  truck. 
SM:    Oh,  it  hit  the  truck? 

HS:    It  hit  the  truck,  yeah.   Right  side  behind  me,  it  was  a  small  car  and  it 
had  a  black  man.   He  come  out.    I  believe  he  had  a  broken  rib  because  he 
was  badly  hurt.   He  can't  even  run.   He  was  just  come  out  and  just  lie 
down  there  and  I  was  just  ask  him  if  you  are  OK.   But  he  can't  move,  he 


SM:    What  kind  of  a  car  was  he  driving? 

HS:    I  didn't  see  his  car.    I  don't  remember  his  car. 

SM:    Was  he  an  older  black  man,  or  a  younger  black  man? 

HS:    Young.   He's  about  25  to  20,  I  believe. 

SM:    Did  you  see  anybody  with  him?  Or  was  he  the  only  person? 

HS:    No,  he  was  by  himself. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  any  others?  That's  quite  a  few. 

HS:    Yes.   Then  behind  him,  behind  the  black  man's  car,  there  was  one  couple. 
One  white  and  one  oriental  lady.  The  car  was  crashed  right  into  the 
curve,  because  she  is  all  the  way  to  the  white  line. 

SM:    Crashed  into  the  guardrail  portion  of  the  freeway? 

HS:    Yes,  there  on  ...  I  don't  know,  I'm  not  sure  ...  but  she  come  out.  She 
come  out  and  he  come  out,  so  I'm  pretty  sure  they  are  not  really  badly 
hurt. 

SM:    Did  you  see  anybody  that  was  still  trapped  in  their  cars  that  looked  like 
they  couldn't  get  out  of  their  car? 
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HS:    No.   No,  everybody  come  out.   Everybody  come  out  in  that  area. 

SM:    At  the  time  that  you  felt  like  your  tires  were  flat,  and  you  started 
slowing  down,  and  you  fell,  what  were  the  other  cars  doing?  Do  you 
remember  whether  they  were  braking  and  trying  to  stop,  or  do  you  recall 
what  they  were  doing? 

HS:  I  don't  know.   That  happened  so  fast.   It  happened  so  fast. 

SM:  How  did  you  get  out  of  your  car?  Were  you  able  to  open  the  doors? 

HS:  Yes. 

SM:  Were  you  injured  at  the  time?  Do  you  feel  any  injuries? 

HS:    I  really  don't  feel  anything  at  that  time.    I  was  just  ...  I  don't  feel 
nothing,  nothing  at  all  until  I  get  home.   Until  two,  three  days  later  and 
then  I  know  that  I  really  don't  be  able  to  eat,  sleep.    I  still  depend  on 
sleeping  pills  for  doctor  right  now.  Yesterday  is  the  first  night  from 
the  day  of  the  earthquake  that  I  try  not  to  take  sleeping  pill  and  I 
really  can't  sleep. 

SM:    Did  you  see  a  doctor  for  ... 

HS:    Yes,  I  do. 

SM:    Have  you  had  any  physical  injuries?  Any  bruises  or  sprains;  anything  like 
that? 

HS:    He  say  that  I  have  some  cracks  in  the  back  when  I  first  see  him.   Now  all 
I  have  is  my  left  arm  is  still  really  painful,  my  neck  and  the  problem 
with  my  sleeping. 

SM:    How  about  your  husband?  Was  he  injured? 

HS:    He  just  bite  his  tongue  but  so  far,  he's  fine.   I  really  don't  know  he 
felt  anything.   He's  just  stronger  than  me,  I  guess.  Yeah. 

SM:    But  he's  fine. 

HS:  Yeah. 

SM:    You  mentioned  that  after  you  dropped,  you  looked  at  the  freeway  and  it 
looked  like  it  was  in  a  wave.   Was  it  still  moving  or  had  it  stopped 
moving? 

HS:    I  think  it  stopped  completely. 

SM:    It  stopped,  but  it  was  buckled  up  and  down? 

HS:    Yes.  Definitely. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  anything  else  moving  at  the  time  that  you  first  felt  it? 
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Did  you  notice  any  of  the  pillars  swaying  back  and  forth  or  in  and  out? 
Did  you  notice  the  pavement  moving  at  all? 

HS:    No.   All  we  know  is  just  the  car  is  moving. 

SM:    Prior  to  this  happening,  say  8  to  10  hours  prior  to  all  this  happening, 
had  you  taken  any  alcohol  or  taken  any  medications  of  any  kind? 

HS:  Nothing  before. 

SM:  Do  you  have  any  vision  restrictions?  Do  you  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 

HS:  No. 

SM:  You're  not  required  to  wear  glasses  then? 

HS:  No. 

SM:  Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health  before  this  happened? 

HS:  Yes. 

SM:  Your  car  ...  what  happened  to  your  car?   Did  you  leave  your  car  on  the 
freeway? 

HS:  Yes. 

SM:  Do  you  have  it  back? 

HS:  Yes.    I  have  it  back  about  a  week. 

SM:  What  kind  of  damage  was  done  to  your  car?  Do  you  recall? 

HS:    I  don't  know.    I  don't  know  what  type  damage,  but  it's  been  fixed  like 
about  ...  cost  about  four  or  five  thousand  dollars.  . 

SM:  How  did  you  get  off  of  the  structure? 

HS:  The  people  down  there  help  us  come  down  by  the  ladder. 

SM:  By  a  ladder.   That  big  aluminum  ladder,  or  a  wooden  ladder? 

HS:  Steel  ...  steel  ladder. 

SM:  Was  it  the  fire  department  that  helped  you,  or  just  ... 

HS:    No,  it  was  just  the  people  down  there  because  at  that  time,  there  is  no 
rescue  come  yet  until  we  get  down.   Then  the  fire  truck  and  everything  is 
beginning  to  come.   But  then  they  have  to  help  people  down  there  first. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  which  side  of  the  freeway  you  got  off  on,  got  down  on? 
Did  you  get  down  towards  the  Oakland  side,  or  towards  the  water  side? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  hi. 

HS:  The  right  side,  so  towards  Oakland. 

SM:  The  water  side? 

HS:  I'm  on  the  way  home  from  San  Francisco,  so  I  come  this  side  ...  the  right 
side  here. 

SM:  On  your  right  side.   So,  that  would  be  on  the  right  side  of  the  freeway. 

HS:  Yes. 

SM:  That  just  about  does  it. 
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P-18A,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092, 

on  November  10,  1989,  at  approximately  1000  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted 
by  telephone.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
WS: 

SM:    I'm  speaking  with  who  was  driving  on  the  Cypress  Structure  in 

vehicle  with  plate  .   Mr.         you  are  aware  that  this  is  being 

tape  recorded. 

WS:    I  wasn't  driving  though,  my  wife  was  driving. 

SM:    Your  wife,  was  driving  and  you  were  the  right  front  passenger? 

WS:  Yes. 

SM:    What  I'd  like  you  to  do  first  is  just  kind  of  lead  me  through,  just 

narrate  the  story  of  all  the  events  surrounding  maybe  the  time  that  you 
. . .  were  you  at  work  that  day? 

WS:    Yeah.   We  were  on  our  way  home  from  work. 

SM:    About  the  time  that  you  left  work,  and  then  just  lead  me  on  through  the 
whole  events  up  to  the  time  that  you  got  home. 

WS:    I  guess  ...  my  wife  gets  off  of  work  at  4:30,  and  she  works  at 

I  guess  that's  at  Mission  and  ...  well,  near  the  East  Bay 
Terminal.   She  usually  comes  through  the  freeway,  I  guess,  the  Embarcadero 
Freeway,  to  pick  me  up.    I  work  at  .  What  we  do  is  we  get  back 

on  to  the  Embarcadero  and  go  through  the  Bay  Bridge.   It  takes  her  about 
20  minutes,  I  guess,  to  get  to  where  I'm  at  and  pick  me  up.   We  drive 
through  the  Bay  Bridge  everyday.    I  guess  when  we  got  to  ...  it  was  around 
5:04  when  we  got  to  the  area  where  that  earthquake  occurred,  and  what  it 
felt  like  was  like  a  tire  blowout,  more  like.    It  shook  twice  and  then  and 
we  started  seeing  cars  skidding  around  and  we  almost  got  hit  head-on  with 
another  car.   At  that  point,  we  stopped  because  ...  to  avoid  a  collision. 
We  turned  around  and  there  was  another  truck  coming  up  behind  us  and 
that's  when,  I  guess,  the  whole  structure  collapsed.   What  happened,  I 
guess,  when  it  did  collapse,  the  ground  underneath  the  truck  that  was 
coming  toward  us,  it  buckled  and  it  snapped  his  drive  shaft,  which  stopped 
1t  and  so  we  kind  of  missed  getting  hit  by  the  truck  coming  from  behind 
us.   In  front  of  us,  it  was  just  more  like  concrete  waves  more  like.  It 
just  ...  well,  it  was  more  like  just  coming  toward  us  like  a  wave.  Then 
next  thing  we  know,  we  felt  a  thump.   It  was  almost  like  ...  I  guess  when 
we  hit  bottom,  it  felt  like  stopping  on  a  freight  elevator  more  like. 
Then  the  next  thing  we  saw  was  the  dust  and  ...   at  that  point,  I  guess 
everybody  got  off  their  cars,  got  out  of  their  cars  to  look  around  and  see 
what  was  happening.    I  guess  at  that  point  everybody  realized  it  was  an 
earthquake. 
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SM:    Were  you  pinned  in  your  car?  Were  you  both  able  to  get  out  of  your  car 
OK? 

WS:    Oh,  the  car  was  OK.   There  wasn't  any  apparent  damage  at  that  point.  We 
were  all  able  to  get  out  of  our  car  and  wander  around  and  see  what  was 
happening.  We  asked  if  maybe  all  the  other  people,  if  they  were  injured. 
There  was  another  person  that  we  saw  that  looked  like  he  might  have  hit 
the  steering  wheel  as  he  stopped  and  I  guess  his  rib  was  hurt.  Somebody 
lying  down  on  the  ground  and  hadn't  covered.  That  was  about  it  as  far  as 
I  can  remember  on  top  of  the  structure.   We  got  down  through  a  ladder  that 
somebody  hoisted  up,  a  60'  foot  ladder,  to  the  bottom  level  so  we  had  to 
climb  down  from  the  top  level  to  the  bottom  level  and  from  there,  climb 
down  to  the  ground  from  that  ladder  that  they  had  hoisted  up.   So,  the 
people  that  hoisted  it  up  seemed  to  be  like  people  that  was  working  in  the 
area. 

SM:    Not  emergency  rescue  personnel  of  any  kind?  Just  workers  that  were 
nearby? 

WS:  Yes. 

SM:    How  often  do  you  normally  travel  this  route?  Everyday? 
WS:    Yes,  Monday  through  Friday. 
SM:    About  what  time  of  the  day? 

WS:    Same  time.   4:30,  around  5:10  ...  around  5  o'clock,  I  guess  ...  on  the 
average. 

SM:    How  would  you  compare  the  traffic,  on  that  day,  compared  to  the  way  that 
it  normally  is? 

WS:  It  was  very  light. 

SM:  Was  that  unusual? 

WS:  It  was  very  unusual. 

SM:  Do  you  remember  which  lane  you  were  travelling  in? 

WS:  Yeah.   I  think  I  was  like  the  second  lane  to  the  fast  lane. 

SM:  So,  if  the  fast  lane  is  the  #1  lane,  then  you  were  in  the  #2  lane? 

WS:    I  believe  so.    It's  either  #2  or  #3,  but  I'm  more  convinced  that  I'm  in 
the  second  lane. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  about  how  fast  you  were  going?  Keeping  with  traffic,  or 


WS:    Yeah.   It  was  just  keeping  with  traffic.   We  weren't  going  too  fast. 
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SM:  So,  it  was  like  ...  would  you  say  traffic  was  flowing  at  about  55,  50,  60? 

WS:  More  like  somewhere  from  55  to  60. 

SM:  How  many  people  were  in  your  car? 

WS:  Just  the  two  of  us. 

SM:  Your  wife  was  driving  and  you  were  the  right  front  passenger? 

WS:  Right. 

SM:  We  know  that  you  were  north  of  Grand  somewhere  when  the  earthquake  began. 
Can  you  pin  it  down  any  more  than  that? 

WS:    Well,  when  we  climbed  down  from  the  ladder,  I  know  we  had  to  walk  about 
half  a  block  towards  Grand. 

SM:    So,  you  were  probably  then,  maybe  one  block  north  of  Grand,  do  you  think? 

WS:    About  half  a  block. 

SM:    Half  a  block? 

WS:  Yes. 

SM:    So,  when  things  first  started  happening,  you  felt  like  you  had  a  blowout. 
Did  the  car  pull  to  the  left  or  the  right,  or  ... 

WS:    No.   It  just  shook  once  and  then  I  guess  my  wife  felt  it  first  because  she 
was  driving  and  I  thought  we  were  running  over  some  bumps,  like  little 
potholes  or  something.   Then,  I  guess  she  caught  my  attention  and  then  I 
felt  it  again.    I  thought,  "well  jeez,  it  must  be  a  blowout  or 
something."  That's  when  I  thought  it  was  a  blowout.   Then,  I  guess  she 
started  to  slow  down  at  that  point.   Then  the  car  in  front  of  us  spun 
around. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  that  car  in  front  of  you? 

WS:    It's  just  a  smaller  car.    I  don't  remember  the  make. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  the  color? 

WS:    It  might  have  been  light,  metallic  grey  maybe? 

SW:    How  about  the  driver? 

WS:    It  was  a  female.   She  ...  all  I  remember  is  she  claimed  to  be  a  registered 
nurse  and  it  was  her  first  day  in  San  Francisco. 

SM:    A  registered  nurse,  and  it  was  her  first  day  in  the  City? 

WS:    Yes.    I  knew  she  had  a,  I  guess,  a  car  phone  and  she  was  calling  for  help. 
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SM:    So,  that  car  was  right  in  front  of  you  and  it  spun  around.   How  about  the 
truck  that  was  behind  you?  Can  you  describe  that? 

WS:  It  was  just  ...  a  truck. 

SM:  A  pickup  or  a  big  rig? 

WS:  Well,  somewhere  in  between.    It  was  not  a  big  rig. 

SM:  Like  maybe  a  large  two  axle  truck  of  some  sort? 

WS:  Yes.  Yeah,  something  like  that. 

SM:  Did  it  have  any  kind  of  a  trailer  on  it,  or  ... 

WS:  No.   It  was  a  one  piece. 

SM:  I  think  I  know  what  you  mean,  sort  of  like  a  small  moving  van  type, 
something  of  that  sort? 

WS:    Yeah,  something  like  that.   Something  you  would  rent  from,  for  moving  or 
something  like  that. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  the  color? 

WS:    Not  clear.   I'm  thinking  yellow,  but  I  can't  be  sure. 
SM:    Do  you  remember  any  other  cars  around  you? 

WS:    I  think  ...  I  guess  when  his  drive  shaft  snapped,  I  think  he  hit  another 
car,  or  another  car  hit  him.   I  think  that  was  an  Arrow,  I'm  not  sure  ... 
it  was  a  Plymouth  Arrow.   I  think  there  was  a  black  person.   I  think  it 
was  a  male,  not  too  old.   I  think  he  came  out  holding  his  ribs.   I  think 

•  •  • 

SM:    So,  the  Plymouth  Arrow  hit  the  truck  then,  you  think? 

WS:    I'm  not  sure  who  hit  who,  because  it  was  behind  us. 

SM:    So,  after  you  felt  like  possibly  you  had  a  blowout,  your  wife  began 
slowing? 

WS:  Yes. 

SM:    Did  you  change  lanes  or  anything?  Do  you  remember? 

WS:    I  think  when  she  felt  the  first,  she  was  on  the  third  ...  yeah,  I  guess 
she  was  on  the  third  change  to  the  second,  yeah. 

SM:    Then  what  did  you  feel  after  that?  More  shaking,  or  ... 

WS:    Yeah,  more  shaking.   Then  when  she  ...  I  guess  the  first  shake,  she 
changed  lanes  and  then  the  second  time,  she  ... 
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SM:  She  came  to  a  stop? 

WS:  She  came  to  a  stop. 

SM:  Then,  you  definitely  felt  like  a  falling  sensation? 

WS:  Well,  not  like  falling.   When  it  bottomed  out,  we  felt  ...  I  felt  it. 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  it?  Would  you  describe  it  as  a  falling,  or  maybe 
as  a  feeling  that  you  get  in  an  elevator,  or  ... 

WS:    Yeah,  more  like  a  freight  elevator  when  you  bottom  out.    Like  a  big 
thump? 

SM:    A  sudden  jolt? 

I    MS:  Yeah. 

SM:    You  don't  think  your  vehicle  had  any  damage? 

WS:  Not  apparent.  I  guess  on  cosmetic  wise,  it  would  have  been  ...  I  know  ... 
I've  seen  the  car  since  in  the  body  shop  and  the  bottom  was  smashed,  so  it 
might  have  been  caused  by  the  bottoming  out. 

SM:    How  about  that  light  metallic  grey  car  that  faced  you  head-on?  Where  did 
it  come  to  stop? 

WS:    Just  about  six  inches  away  from  us!   She  spun  around  and  I  guess  that's 
when  we  both  skidded  to  a  stop. 

SM:    She  was  still  facing  you  ...  because  she  was  facing,  or  going,  the  wrong 
way? 

WS:  Yeah. 

SM:    Then  about  ...  how  far  behind  you  do  you  think  the  big  truck  was? 

WS:    I  was  ...  oh,  at  least  maybe  one  car  length  or  one  and  a  half  car  length 
behind. 

SW:    Do  you  remember  which  ...  was  it  on  the  far  right  or  the  left  of  the 
freeway,  or  directly  behind  you? 

WS:  It  was  ...  I  think  it  was  behind  us. 

SM:  So,  you  didn't  have  any  problem  getting  out  of  your  car? 

WS:  No. 

SM:  Were  you  both  wearing  seatbelts  at  the  time? 

WS:  Yes. 
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SM:  Shoulder  restraints,  lap  belt? 

WS:  Yes. 

SM:  Were  you  injured  at  the  time? 

WS:  No.  Well,  I  bit  my  tongue  when  we  bottomed  out,  but  I  don't  think  that's 
considered  ... 

SM:  Did  you  see  ...  did  you  get  any  treatment  for  any  injuries? 

WS:  No. 

SM:  How  about  your  wife?  Was  she  injured? 

WS:  My  wife  just  had  a  bruise  on  her  hand.    I  think  it  was  on  her  left  hand. 

SM:    Now  the  nurse  that  was  in  the  light  metallic  grey  car  ...  did  she  appear 
injured? 

WS:    No.   She  was  running  around,  I  guess,  helping. 
SM:    How  about  the  truck  driver? 
WS:    I  don't  think  he  was  hurt. 

SM:    So,  the  only  one  that  you  noticed  hurt  was  the  black  man  that  was  driving 
the  Arrow,  the  Plymouth  Arrow? 

WS:  Yeah.   I  think  it  was  an  Arrow,  but  I'm  not  sure  of  it. 

SM:  Did  he  have  blood  on  him,  or  was  he  just  holding  his  ... 

WS:  Yeah.   He  was  holding  his  ribs. 

SM:  Holding  his  ribs. 

WS:  I  thought  he  had  a  heart  attack,  but  I  guess  not. 

SM:  Did  you  see  any  of  the  structure  fall?  Did  you  notice  anything  collapsing 
or  crumbling? 

WS:    Yeah!   Yeah,  in  front  of  us. 

SM:    It  was  during  that  waving  motion? 

WS:  Yes. 

SM:    Did  it  look  like  it  was  falling  in  pieces,  or  did  it  just  look  like  it  was 
coming  up  and  down? 

WS:    Yeah,  it  looked  more  like  it  was  coming  up  and  down.   Just  like  a  wave. 
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Then,  you  did  mention  that  you  saw  dust  from  ... 

Yes,  from  far  up.    I  guess  we  were  near  the  ...  the  last  couple  of 
sections  that  did/didn't(?)  fall. 

SM:    Did  you  ever  feel  the  freeway  swaying  from  side  to  side? 

WS:    That  was  probably  during  the  time  when  we  felt  like  we  had  the  tire 
blowout.   It  might  have,  yeah.   It  kind  of  shook  a  little  bit. 

SM:    Now,  12  hours  prior  to  any  of  this  happening,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol 
or  taken  any  prescription  medication? 

WS:  No. 

SM:  Do  you  have  any  vision  restrictions? 

WS:  No. 

SM:  Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health? 

WS:  Yes. 

SM:  How  about  your  car  now?   Is  it  being  repaired?  Are  you  driving  it  now,  or 
what  happened  to  your  car? 

WS:    No.    It's  still  being  repaired. 

SM:    What  was  the  damage  to  it? 

WS:    It  was  around  $4,000  damage.   Mainly  from  the  front  bottom  ...  I  know  they 
have  to  replace  the  oil  pan  and  I  think  the  frame  might  have  been  bent  a 
little  bit. 

SM:    Do  you  think  your  wife  would  probably  ...  she's  not  going  to  be  able  to 
give  an  interview  until  just  about  two  weeks? 

WS:  Yeah. 

SM:    Well,  I'll  see.    If  we  don't  have  to  turn  everything  in,  then  I  might  try 
to  re-contact  her  then. 

WS:    Well,  you  can  call  me  and  I  can  talk  to  her.   Or  you  could  call  her 

directly  if  you  want.    I'll  give  you  the  number.   It's  and  the 

extension  is 

SM: 

WS:  Yes. 

SM:    I  appreciate  your  taking  the  time  to  talk  to  me.   Thank  you.  Bye-bye. 
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D-19,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  8,  1989,  at  0728  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  on 

in  San  Jose.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:    Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
RM: 

JM:    Go  ahead  and  just  describe  the  earthquake  in  your  own  words. 

RM:    Well,  when  it  first  started  off,  and  I  don't  remember  exactly  which  street 
I  was  on,  except  for  the  freeway,  it  started  off  and  it  felt  like  a  flat. 
Then,  I  checked  my  mirror  to  see  if  it  was  my  trailer  or  not.   Then,  I 
looked  up.   The  freeway  decided  to  start  swaying  from  everywhere  ...  every 
direction  you  can  think  of.   There  wasn't  too  much  traffic  on  the  top.  I 
remember  going  over  the  edge,  and  seeing  Cypress  and  I  closed  my  eyes  and 
said  good  bye  to  the  world.   The  next  thing  you  know,  I  was  back  on  top  of 
880  again.    I  don't  know,  after  I  stopped  and  made  sure  everybody  was 
alright,  everybody  got  off  the  top  deck,  then  I  went  back  in  the  bottom 
deck  and  started  pulling  people  out.   That's  all  I  can  tell  you  really. 

JM:  Which  side  did  you  go  off  of,  or  do  you  think  you  went  off  of? 

RM:  Passenger  side. 

JM:  The  right  side? 

RM:  Yeah.   You  can  see  the  trucks  down  the  road  about  a  mile  and  a  half. 

JM:  Is  it?  We'll  come  to  that.   How  often  do  you  travel  that  road? 

RM:    That's  another  question.    It  varies.   It  can  go  anywhere  from  twice  a  day 
to  once  every  week.    I'm  ...  off  that  road. 

JM:  Often,  though? 

RM:  Oh,  yeah.    I  run  locally,  so  I'm  on  it  all  the  time. 

JM:  You  were  coming  from  ...  you  were  travelling  southbound  on  the  Oakland  Bay 
Bridge? 

RM:  Right,  southbound  from  Richmond. 

JM:  You  already  said  traffic  was  fairly  light.   What  lane  were  you  in? 

RM:  I  was  in  what  is  it,  second  to  the  right. 

JM:  There's  four  lanes  up  there,  so  that  would  be  the  three. 

RM:    Well,  it's  the  second  to  the  right,  I  don't  know  how  you  count,  from  left 
to  right,  or  right  to  left. 
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JM:  They  start  from  the  left  ... 

RM:  I  was  in  the  fast  lane  for  the  trucks,  let's  put  it  that  way. 

JM:  You  were  legal . 

RM:  Yes. 

JM:  How  fast  were  you  going? 

RM:  About,  I'd  say  about  60. 

JM:  Who  was  it  that  was  in  the  truck  with  you? 

RM:  ,1  think  something  like 

that. 

JM:  Where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began? 

RM:  What's  that  street  called,  Cypress  and 

JM:  Right  where  they  merged  in? 

RM:  Right.  The  north  side,  I  was  on  the  top,  north  side.   I  don't  know  if 
that  was  13th  or  33  or  . . . 

JM:  You'd  just  come  around  the  curve,  though,  so  you  were  ... 

RM:  Yeah,  I  was  just  straightening  up  so  it'd  be  ... 

JM:  Back  at  around  32nd  Street. 

RM:  Yeah,  I  was  just  straightening  up  when  it  went  off. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you? 

RM:    No.   It  was  basically  everybody  for  themselves  at  that  time. 

JM:    What  about  after  the  earthquake,  do  you  recall  what  was  around  you  then? 

RM:   When  I  first  got  out  of  the  truck,  and  I  made  sure  my  partner  was  still 
alive  and  all  that  kind  of  crap,  then  I  checked  out  people.   Like  there 
was  about  six  cars,  I  guess,  seven  cars  or  something  like  that,  around 
us.   Checking  out,  everybody  was  alright,  give  or  take  a  few  broken  noses 
and  minor  stuff  like  that.   I  went  and  looked  off  the  right  side  to  see 
how  we  were  going  to  get  down,  and  that's  when  I  found  out  the  freeway  was 
on  top  of  the  other  one.   I  got  down  by  a  ladder,  put  from  people  who  work 
around  that  area.   So,  I  climbed  down  from  there  and  helped  everybody  else 
off  the  top  deck.   I  don't  know,  that's  about  the  only  thing  that  really 
kind  of  got  to  me,  I  guess,  when  the  freeway  collapsed.   'Cause  I  don't 
remember  it  dropping. 
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JM:    You  had  no  sensation  of  it  dropping,  of  being  up  on  top? 
RM:  No. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong?   You  said  you 
thought  you  had  a  flat  tire,  right? 

RM:    Yeah,  well,  the  rear-end  of  my  trailer  gave  a  little  bit  of  a  wiggle,  and 
that's  how  you  tell  if  you  have  a  flat  or  not,  an  indication. 

JM:    So,  what  did  you  do? 

RM:    Let  out  my  throttle,  check  my  mirrors,  I  made  sure  there  was  no  one  else 
around,  I  guess,  beside  me  and  stuff. 

JM:    Was  there  anybody  right  around  you  at  the  time? 

RM:    No.   Well,  I  mean,  at  that  particular  second,  no.   Then,  I  looked  up  and 
it  was  like  the  freeway  was  going  crazy. 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion? 

RM:    Every  other  section  was  going  a  different  direction.   So,  it  was  going 
like  from  left  to  right,  I  guess  you'd  say. 

JM:    It  was  back  and  forth?  Was  it  up  and  down  as  well,  or  was  it? 

RM:    Well,  it  was  like,  it  was  like  any,  you  can't  even  imagine. 

JM:    Like  water? 

RM:    Yeah,  that's  a  good  one.   Like  water.    It  was  better  than  a  roller 

coaster.    It's  like  getting  a  wet  noodle  and  going  like  this,  'cause  it 
kind  of  went  everywhere. 

JM:    Where  did  your  vehicle  come  to  rest?  What  did  we  figure  out,  that  West 
24th  Street?  Right  in  the  middle  of  the  road? 

RM:    I  believe  that's  what  you  said. 

JM:    Yeah,  right  around  24th.   What  was  spilled  around  up  there? 

RM:    I  guess  they  used  a  fire  extinguisher  to  soak  up  the  fuel.    I  smashed  both 
tanks,  bent  my  rear  end,  well  I  pushed  my  rear  end  out. 

JM:    From  hitting  that  guard  rail  on  the  right  side? 

RM:    Yeah,  I  hit  it  pretty  good.   I  sheared  all  the  bolts  on  the  right  side  of 
my  rear  end.    I  mean,  sheared  them  right  off.   Put  dents  in  my  rims  about 
that  big.   On  the  duals,  snapped  them  off  ...  all  the  tires  on  the  right 
side  are  flat. 
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JM:    Did  you  steer  back  onto  the  roadway,  or  you  just,  you  said  you  just  kind 
of  cl osed  your  eyes  and  . . . 

RM:    Well,  when  I  was,  I  guess  when  I  hit,  I  turned  the  wheel  to  the  left 

hoping  that  it  would  hold.   When  it  went  over  all  I  saw  was  Cypress  and  I 
just  closed  my  eyes  ...  done  for  by  then. 

JM:  Were  you  injured? 

RM:  Yeah.   I  had  three  bruised  ribs,  bruised  spleen,  and  the  kidneys. 

JM:  Did  you  go  to  the  hospital  right  away? 

RM:  No. 

JM:  You  went  to  your  own  doctor,  or  you  went  later? 

RM:  I  went  to  the  doctor  about  11  o'clock,  I  guess. 

JM:  That  night? 

RM:  Yeah.   I  went  in  with        the  guy  ...  that  fireman  guy,  they  pulled  him 
out  right  underneath  my  truck. 

JM:  Oh,  yeah? 

RM:  Yeah.   I  went  to  the  hospital  with  him. 

JM:  Which  hospital  did  you  go  to?  Providence? 

RM:  Highland?  Highland,  something  like  that  ... 

JM:  Highland? 

RM:  Yeah,  that's  where  I  went. 

JM:  The  guy  who  was  with  you,  he  got  out  of  the  vehicle,  right? 

RM:    Yeah,  well  he  was  hurting  big  time.   He  ended  up,  from  what  I  heard,  three 
or  four  broken  ribs,  punctured  his  lung,  and  a  bruised  heart,  from  what  I 
heard.   He  hit  the  gear  shift  right  underneath  the  arm. 

JM:    You  don't  know  where  he  is  now,  though? 

RM:    At  this  particular  moment,  no.   But,  I  don't  know  the  street,  one  of  the 
guys  here  knows  where  he  lives. 

JM:    Nobody's  missing  out  of  your  vehicle? 

RM:    No.  They  thought  I  was,  though. 

JM:    Who  did? 
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RM:    Whoever  does  the  backup  and  he  said  there's  a  United  driver  missing. 
JM:    Oh,  yeah? 

RM:    Yeah.   What  do  you  mean  missing?   I'm  right  here.   That  was  two  days 
later. 

JM:    Things  were  a  little  confusing  at  the  time. 
RM:    Tell  me  about  it. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  any  of  the  vehicles  that  stopped  around  you  and  what 
happened  to  the  people  inside  them,  that  were  up  on  top  there? 

RM:    There  was  a  nurse  in  front  of  me. 

JM:    Remember  what  she  was  in? 

RM:  Red  car,  I  think.  Didn't  have  to  get  these  questions  before.  I  think  she 
was  in  like  a  redish  car,  like  a  rental  car,  I  think.  There  was  two  black 
guys  in  a  white  car  on  the  driver's  side  of  me.  Darkish  color  car  that 
was  almost  underneath  me  on  the  driver's  side.  It  was  like  a  Monte  Carlo, 
I  guess,  or  something  like  that.  I  can't  remember.  I  didn't  really  focus 
on  cars. 

JM:    All  those  people  that  were  in  them  got  out,  everybody  that  was  right 
around  you,  as  far  as  you  know? 

RM:    Oh,  yeah.   The  black  guys,  one  of  them  got  smashed  up  pretty  good,  but 
about  the  only  thing  he  was  concerned  with  was  his  car.   Besides  that,  I 
think  he  had  a  little  too  much  to  drink,  if  you  ask  me. 

JM:  Oh,  yeah.   The  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake  was? 

RM:  You  name  it. 

JM:  Every  which  way. 

RM:  Every  which  way  but  straight. 

JM:  About  how  far  do  you  think  your  tractor  went  off  the  side? 

RM:    The  way  I  can  figure  it  out,  I  went,  my  front  end  went  over,  but  my  rear 
end  caught  the  guard  rail.   That's  about  how  I  can  figure,  the  way  it  blew 
my  parts  off.   So,  I  guess  you'd  say  three-quarters  of  my  tractor  went. 
Or,  yeah,  three-quarters  or  better  of  it. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling? 

RM:    I  didn't. 

JM:    You  didn't  know  until  you  got  off  of  it  that  it  had  fallen? 
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RM:   Well,  I  didn't  know  it  fell  until  I  looked  over  the  side.   It  was  like, 
whoa,  you  can  climb  down  from  here. 

JM:  Did  you,  had  you  seen  the  roadway  breaking  up  at  all?  Did  you  notice  any 
of  that? 

RM:    I  didn't  really  notice  none  of  that.    I  was  more  concerned  with  staying  on 
the  thing. 

JM:    Do  you  normally  wear  glasses? 
RM:  No. 

JM:    These  are  quick  questions  here,  let's  see.   Were  you  taking  any  medication 
or  drugs  at  the  time? 

RM:  Nope. 

JN:    Had  anything  to  drink? 
RM:  Nope. 

JM:    Were  you  in  good  health  before  the  earthquake? 
RM:  Yep. 

JM:  You  said  afterwards  that  you  went  down  and  you  were  pulling  people  out  of 
cars.  Do  you  remember  any  of  those  cars  or  anything?  Were  they  the  cars 
that  were  right  below  you? 

RM:    Yeah,  we  checked  out  some,  it  was  like  everybody  kind  of  took  turns,  to  a 
point.   Like  they  had,  I  don't  know,  three  or  four  guys  on  the  ladders, 
just  holding  the  ladder  in  and  helping  people  come  down  the  ladders. 
Then,  they  had,  I  don't  know  how  many  people,  in  certain  sections,  looking 
for  people  inside.   But  you  didn't  really  see  cars  or  bodies,  I  mean  like 
blood  and  parts  and  all  that,  you  just  kind  of  just  went  for  the  live 
things.  Most  of  what  we  got,  considering  we  did  it  like  right  after  it 
happened,  was  people  who  were  basically  up  there  but  they  got  kind  of 
stuck,  but  they  couldn't  get  out  by  themselves  sort  of  thing.  The 
paramedics  and  the  rescue  guys,  they  took  care  of  all  the  nasty  ones. 


JM:    Do  you  know  any  of  the  names  of  the  people  that  were  helping  you  out  or 
that  you  got  out? 

RM:  No. 

JM:  This  is  a  medical  release  right  here,  that  would  release  your  records  from 
the  hospital,  when  they  first  examined  you  in  the  hospital,  if  you  want  to 
read  that  and  sign  it. 

RM:    Don't  have  a  pen  ... 

JM:    I  got  a  pen  somewhere,  I  think. 
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RM:    That  was  pretty  sharp. 

JM:    It's  Highland  Hospital.   There  is  a  Highland  Hospital  up  there  and  that's 
the  one  that  treated  a  lot  of  people. 

JM:    It's  0740.    Stop  the  tape. 
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P-19A,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  8,  1989,  at  1532  hours  in  San  Jose.   The  statement  was  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  John  McCarville,  CHP 
MR: 

JM:    Could  you  go  ahead  and  say  your  full  name? 
MR: 

JM:    Your  date  of  birth  is? 
MR:  10/19/64. 

JM:    Could  you  in  your  own  words,  give  us  a  summary  of  what  happened  the  day  of 
the  earthquake? 

MR:    We  were  driving  back  from  San  Pablo,  we  just  finished  a  job  there.  We 
were  driving  across  880,  right  where  it  turns  for  one  way  goes  to  San 
Francisco  and  the  other  one  goes  for  Berkeley.   As  we  were  driving,  the 
ground  began  to,  the  truck  was  coming  off  of  the  ground.   It  started 
bouncing,  and  I  thought  the  structure  was  just  collapsing.    I  didn't  know 
it  was  an  earthquake.   Then,  after  it  began  to  bounce,  we  started  going 
toward  the  outside  lane.   The  railing  twisted  over  and  we  were  going  over 
the  edge.   Then,  it  fell  back  the  other  way  and  threw  us  back  to  the 
middle.  Then,  at  that  time,  I'd  already  taken  the  seat  belt  off  because  I 
was  trying  to  get  out  of  the  truck,  and  I  was  being  thrown  around  inside 
the  cab,  and  I  landed  on  top  of  the  gear  shift  right  here  in  my  left 
side.   When  the  truck  did  finally  come  to  a  stop,  the  driver  got  out.  He 
asked  me  if  I  was  all  right  and  I  told  him  no.   He  helped  me  get  out  the 
vehicle.  When  I  got  out,  he  took  me,  he  walked  me  to  the  side  railing  and 
some  lady  was  on  top.    I  guess  she  had  some  kind  of  nursing  background, 
because  she  was  going  around  finding  out  if  everybody  was  all  right.  She 
laid  me  down,  put  a  jacket  over  me,  and  told  me  that  they  would  try  to  get 
help  to  me  from  there.   Then,  some  guy  from  a  UPS  truck  climbed  up,  they 
were  bringing  ladders  up  the  side.  He  came  up  and  he  was  helping  people 
get  down  and  he  carried  me  down  on  his  back  down  the  ladder  to  the 
ambulance. 

JM:    Do  you  know  any  of  those  names  of  those  people  that  helped  you? 
MR:    No,  not  at  all . 

JM:    The  UPS  driver  and  the  nurse  that  was  up  on  top?  is  the 

driver  you  were  talking  about? 

MR:  Yeah, 


JM:    How  often  do  you  travel  that  route? 
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MR:    Me,  myself,  not  too  regularly,  but  we  have  a  regular  route  up  there  in  San 
Francisco,  so  that's  a  regular  route  for  us. 

JM:    How  heavy  was  the  traffic? 

MR:    Traffic  was,  it  was  really  light.   It  wasn't  really  that  heavy.    It  was 
kind  of  moderate. 

JM:    Where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began?  Do  you  remember  a  cross  street 
or  any  kind  of  roadway  feature? 

MR:    We  had  just  passed,  OK,  we  had  just  passed,  like  I  told  you,  that  wide 

turn  where  it's  for,  one  way  goes  for  Berkeley  and  the  other  one's  for  San 
Francisco.  We  had  been  on  there  about,  I  guess,  three  minutes.   When  it 
began,  we  caught,  I  guess,  the  beginning  part,  because  when  it  started  to 
collapse  you  could  see  the  road,  it  was  like  rippled.   Where  we  stopped 
at,  about  25  to  30  feet  is  where  the  part  we  were  on  dropped  off  and  the 
highway  continued  on  from  that  part.  You  could  see  it  was  just  like 
leaning  at  an  angle.   So,  the  top  part  that  we  were  on,  part  of  it  was 
still  in  tact.   We  were  right  there,  right  where  it  widens  out. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  other  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway 
around  you? 

MR:    Yeah,  there  was  a  gray  280  ZX  that  was  to  our  left.   There  was  two  black 
guys  that  were  in  it. 

JM:    This  is  after  the  earthquake? 

MR:    Yeah,  this  is  right  after  the  earthquake.   There  was  a,  it  was  like  to  our 
left-hand  side.   I  don't  know  if  our  truck  hit  it  or  not,  but  it  was  like 
mashed  up  against  the  siding.   The  two  guys  were  pretty  much  all  right. 
The  one  guy  in  the  passenger  seat,  he  had  blood  coming  from  his  head  and 
he  had  blood  coming  from  somewhere  else.  The  other  guy  skipped  out  the 
car.  The  driver,  he  got  out.   He  was  complaining  about  "ah  man,  my  car, 
my  car,  my  car's  thrashed."   But  there  ...  he  was  kind  of  drunk.   The  guy 
was  drunk.  That  was  the  first  thing  we  noticed.  Then,  something  else 
happened,  there  ...  somebody  got  everybody  to  ...  I  guess  it  was  a  black 
Isuzu  jeep,  they  got  in  the  jeep  and  tried  to  drive.  After  this  happened, 
they  got  back  in  the  jeep  and  started  driving  toward  us  and  everybody 
started  hollering  at  them  telling  them  to  stop,  and  they  pulled  them  out 
of  the  car. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

MR:    First  indication?  When  the  truck  started  coming  off  the  ground.   It  was, 
the  truck  was  literally  coming  off  the  ground.   The  front  end  of  our  truck 
was  just  coming  off  the  ground.  We  were  just  ...  just  bouncing.  I 
thought  that  the  thing  was  collapsing,  that's  all  I  thought. 

JM:   That  was  the  first  thing  you  thought  happened? 

MR:    Um-hum,  yeah,  I  thought  the  structure  was  collapsing. 
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JM:    Did  you  notice  what  other  vehicles  around  you  were  doing  at  the  same  time? 

MR:    They  were  trying  to  put  on  brakes  and  pull  over  to  the  side  to  avoid  from 
hitting  people.   They  were  trying  to  avoid  from  coming  in  contact  with 
each  other. 

JM:    So,  what  happened  then?  Go  ahead  and  describe  again  how,  you  said  the  cab 
sort  of  went  off  the  right  side? 

MR:    Yeah,  we  were  like  in  the  middle  lane  and  as  we  were  driving,  the  ground 
began  to  ...  we  could  see  the  ground  was  rippling.   You  could  see  it 
ripping  across  in  each  section.   Our  truck  started  bouncing,  and  the 
driver,        ,  was  trying  to  turn  to  the  left  and  the  truck  kept  going 
towards  the  right,  and  the  part  we  were  on  dropped  to  the  right-hand 
side.   The  railing  twisted  over,  it  twisted  and  we  were  going  over  that 
edge.   Then,  the  other  side  fell  down  and  leveled  it  out  and  threw  us  back 
to  the  middle.   That  was  the  only  reason  we  didn't  go  over. 

JM:    Where  did  the  vehicles  around  you  come  to  rest?  You  already  described 
that. 

MR:    Yeah,  the  ones  that,  those  are  the  ones  that  I  can  pretty  much  remember, 
they're  the  ones  that  were  close  to  us. 

JM:    Were  you  injured? 

MR:  Yes. 

JM:    Could  you  be  specific  and  describe  your  injuries? 

MR:    I  landed  on  the  gear  shift.   I've  got  a  scar  here  on  my  left  side  from 
where  I  landed  on  top  of  the  gear  shift.    I  had  20  stitches  here.   I  have 
on  my,  well  the  scratch  right  here  on  the  lower  part  of  my  right  back,  and 
I've  been  treated  for  it.    I  have  pain  here  in  my  left,  I  mean  my  right 
back.    I  was,  have  some  scrapes  and  stuff  on  my  knees  from  just  when  my 
knee  went  into  the  dash.   Mostly  only  thing  I  have  problems  for  work  is  in 
my  left  shoulder,  I'm  still  being  treated  for  it. 

JM:    How'd  you  get  out  of  the  truck? 

MR:    The  driver  helped  me  out. 

JM:    You  ended  up  going  to  the  hospital? 

MR:    Yes.    I  went  to  Providence.   I  was  rushed  to  Providence.   I  got  there,  I 
guess  it  was  about  9:00.   Well,  I  remember  seeing  the  clock,  it  was  about 
9:00  o'clock.    I  got  out  of  there  at  11:00  o'clock  that  night. 

JM:    You  were  taken  there  by  ambulance? 

I  MR:  Yes. 
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JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake?  I 
think  you  already,  up  and  down? 

RM:    Yeah,  it  was  like  coming  up  and  down,  up  and  down. 

JM:    Bouncing  up  and  down. 

RM:    The  drive  shaft  came  off  the  truck.   That  tells  you  how  bad  it  was,  the 
drive  shaft  came  out  of  it. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  or  the  first  thing  that  you  saw  that  made 
you  think  that  the  structure  itself  was  falling? 

RM:    'Cause  I  saw,  what  I  saw  was  the  ground,  the  little  rips  across  that  it 
was  like  folding.   It  was  just,  I  mean  it  was  just  folding.   I  saw  it 
separate  from,  well  we  were  on  the  top.   When  we  dropped,  I  saw  the  part 
that  we  were  on  how  it  fell.   I  saw  the  big,  the  other  part  that  continued 
on.   You  could  see  all  the  rebar  and  stuff  sticking  out  of  it.   That's  how 
come  I  knew.   I  thought  the  structure  was  collapsing.   I  didn't  know  it 
was  an  earthquake. 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake? 

MR:    Yeah.   It  was  rippling  like  a  roller  coaster. 
JM:    The  waves  coming  towards  you?  Or  going  away? 
MR:    No,  they  were  going  away. 
JM:    Going  away  from  you? 

MR:    Yeah.  We  were  like  right  at  the  beginning  of  that  mile  and  a  half  part. 
It  was  going  away  from  us. 

JM:    Did  you  see  any  side  to  side  motion  in  it? 

MR:    Not,  just  when  we,  I  didn't  see  it,  I  just  felt  it  when  we  went  back  the 
other  way.   When  we  first  started  going  in  the  direction,  I  thought  it  was 
our  driver,  I  thought  it  was  I  was  saying,  "man,  what's  going  on, 

what  are  you  doing,  what  are  you  doing."  Then,  I  saw  what  was  going 
on  and  then  at  that  time  was  when  we  fell  and  went  the  other  direction. 

JM:    Were  you  on  any  medication  or  drugs  at  that  time?  Had  you  had  anything  to 
drink? 

MR:    No,  we  had  just  finished,  we  had  just  finished  a  job  right  there  in  San 
Pablo.   I  even  got  a  card  from  the  guy  that  we  did  his  house.   We  were 
there  from  6:30  in  the  morning  till  4:30  unloading  a  overseas  container. 
The  guy  was  a  professor  for  Stanford,  and  he  had  all  books,  they  were  all 
books.  There  was  no  elevator.  We  walked  up  a  side  of  a  hill  carrying  one 
box  at  a  time,  and  sticking  them  off  into  a  storage,  so  I  was  beat.  4:30, 
from  6:30  to  4:30  with  three  guys,  and  one  guy  baled  out  around  3:00 
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o'clock. 
JM:    Too  much  work? 
MR:    Yeah.    I  was  burnt. 

JM:    Did  you  see  anybody  up  there  that  did  anything  that  you  thought  was 
heroic? 

MR:    Besides  the  UPS  driver,  there  was  other  people,  there  was  various  people, 
most  of  them  were  coming  down  from  where  we  stopped  at,  like  it  was,  there 
was  an  underpass  underneath,  you  could  see  the  street.   I  guess  it  was  an 
intersection  right  there.   People  were  getting  out  of  their  cars.  People 
were  coming  from  the  buildings,  the  buildings  right  there  surrounding,  and 
I  saw  people  go  across,  they  got  bolt  cutters,  the  cutters.   They  cut  that 
cyclone  fence  cause  there  was  a  fence  stopping  us,  stopping  them  from 
getting  to  bring  in  ladders  to  us.   So,  they  went  over  to  the  warehouses 
right  there  and  cut  the  cyclone  fencing.   Then,  they  went  and  got  ladders 
from  the  thing.  This  guy  came  out  with,  this  guy  just  had  been  shaving, 
'cause  he  had  shaving  cream  still  on,  you  could  see  all  the  shaving 
cream.   He  was  coming  up  and  helping  the  ladies  and  some  children  and 
stuff  down  also. 

JM:    You  don't  know  any  of  their  names,  or  ... 

MR:    No.    I  didn't  get  any  names.   All  I  remember  is  that  guy  from  that  UPS 
truck,  that  UPS  driver.   That  guy  really  stood  out  in  my  mind. 

JM:    This  is  the  medical  release  that  would  release,  with  your  signature  would 
release  copies  of  your  records  to  the  Highway  Patrol.   Just  fill  that 
out.   Its,  I'll  go  ahead  and  turn  the  tape  recorder  off,  it's  3:42.  The 
interview  took  place  at  your,  or,  whose  house  is  this? 

MR:    This  1s 

JM:  Is  this  where  you're  going  to  be  staying? 

MR:  Yes. 

JM:    Is  this  the  address  you  want  used? 

MR:    No.  .   That's  my 

mailing  address.    It's  right  over  here.   It's  my  sister's  house. 

JM:  OK. 
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D-20,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  15.  1989.  at  approximately  1013  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  .  San  Jose.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
EP: 


JM 
EP 
JM 
EP 
JM 
EP 


JM 
EP 
JM 
EP 


Would  you  please  say  your  full  name  and  give  your  date  of  birth? 
10/14/58. 


In  your  own  words,  tell  me  what  happened  the  day  of  the  earthquake? 

Well,  I  was  driving  55,  I  remember,  and  then  there  was  a  big  noise. 
Everything  started  coming  out,  I  see  dust  coming  out  of  this  dust,  and 
then  I  feel  like  something  like  jumping,  start  jumping  in  my  truck,  and 
then  I  feel  like  I  coming  down.   Kind  a  ...  and  I  hurt,  had  a  pain  in 
back,  I  hurt  my  back,  and  I  almost  lose  the  control.   I  let  go  of  the 
steering  wheel.   Then,  I  try  to  stand  up,  and  I  hit  my  face  in  the 
windshield.   Then,  I  feel  like  I  was  going  to  stop  while  then  I  wreck  into 
a  big  truck. 

You  hit  a  truck? 

Yeah,  I  hit  a  truck.   That's  when  everything  stop. 
How  often  do  you  travel  that  route? 

It  was  my  second  day  in  my  (inaudible),  working  in  San  Rafael.   Was  my 
second  day.   So,  I  got  to  travel  to  ... 


JM:  Which  direction  were  you  travelling? 

EP:  I  coming  south. 

JM:  Coming  south  towards  San  Jose? 

EP:  Yeah. 

JM:  How  heavy  was  the  traffic? 

EP:  Not  very  heavy. 


Do  you  remember  what  lane  you  were  in? 
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EP:  In  the  second  one  on  the  right. 

JM:  From  the  right,  the  second  one? 

EP:  The  right,  the  second  one. 

JM:  You  said  you  were  going  55? 

EP:  Urn-hum. 

JM:  Were  you  alone  in  your  car? 

EP:  Urn- hum.  Yes. 

JM:  Do  you  remember  where  you  were?  Any  kind  of  a  cross  street  or  some  type 
of  feature  when  the  earthquake  first  started? 

EP:    When  the  earthquake  first  started?  No.    I  remember,  I  see,  I  went  back 
when  I  head  out  from  the  hospital,  I  went  back  and  saw  my  truck  and  it  was 
at  24th. 

JM:    Right  at  24th  Street? 

EP:    Right,  24th. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you?  Any  of  the  cars  that  were  there  like  the  truck  that  you  hit  or 
anything  else? 

EP:  Uh-huh. 

JM:    What  do  you  remember  about  those  cars? 

EP:    Oh,  well,  I  help  the  other  guy  he's  real  hurt  in  the  back.   He's  laying 
down,  by  the  time  I  get  out  from  my  truck,  he's  lay  down  on  the  ground 
right  there.  The  babies  are  crying  and  the  lady,  she  can't  move  either. 
So,  I  try  to  help  them  and  then  we  help  each  other.   Trying  to  start 
walking,  looking  for  somewhere  to  ... 

JM:  Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  a  car  that  was? 

EP:  It  was  a  Ford  Galaxy. 

JM:  A  blue  Ford  Galaxy? 

EP:  Yeah,  blue  or  green,  something  like  that. 

JM:  How  badly  was  he  injured? 

EP:  He  can't  even  move. 

JM:  His  back? 
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EP:  Yeah,  his  back.   Pretty  bad. 

JM:  What  was  the  truck  that  you  hit?  Do  you  remember  which  truck  it  was? 

EP:  Yeah,  a  trailer,  a  big  truck. 

JM:  What  color? 

EP:  Black  with  white  . . . 

JM:  White  trailer? 

EP:  Yeah,  white  trailer. 

JM:  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

EP:  I  thought  maybe  it  was  an  earthquake,  but  I  say  maybe  it's  going  to  stop 
pretty  soon.   So,  I  try  to  take  control,  but  it  was  ... 

JM:  Did  you  slow  down  or  change  lanes  or  do  anything  like  that? 

EP:  I  turned  off  the  radio  and  I  tried  to  hit  the  brakes.   But,  like  I  say,  I 
think  I  jumped  a  big  crack.   I  jump  over  at  the  same  time. 

JM:  What  did  the  vehicles  around  you  do?  Did  you  notice  any  of  them  changing 
lanes  or  stopping? 

EP:  Something  like  this,  you  don't  look  at  nothing.    I  don't  look  at  nothing. 

JM:  What  happened  then?   You  said  you  hit  the  truck? 

EP:  Uh-huh. 

JM:  Did  you  hit  the  back  of  the  truck  or  the  side? 

EP:  In  the  tires. 

JM:  In  the  tires? 

EP:  That  make  me  stop.    I  go  straight  for  the  ... 

JM:  You  were  going  to  the  side  and  you  ended  up  at  24th  Street? 

EP:  Yeah. 

JM:  Around  there? 

EP:  Grand  Avenue,  something.   Yeah,  24th  ... 

JM:  Was  your  car  stopped  against  the  truck? 

EP:  Yeah.    It  was  stopped. 
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JM:    The  Ford  Galaxy  was  behind  you? 

EP:    On  left  side. 

JM:    On  your  left  side? 

EP:    Yeah.   He  almost  hit  me  too. 

JN:    Did  he? 

EP:  Yeah. 

JM:    What  other  cars  were  around  you?  Do  you  remember? 

EP:    A  Rabbit.   Not  around  me,  a  little  ahead.   A  Rabbit  and  a  Jeep,  brand  new 
Jeep. 

JM:    What  color  was  the  ... 

EP:    A  Datsun  behind  the  Galaxy.   Was  a  Mazda  or  a  Datsun,  I  think  it  was  a 
Datsun  ... 

JM:    You  got  out  of  your  car  by  yourself? 
EP:    Urn- hum. 

JM:    Specifically  what  injuries  do  you  have? 
EP:    I  got  a  fracture  in  my  vertebrae. 
JM:    What  type  of  fracture,  did  they  tell  you? 
EP:  No. 

JM:    A  compression  fracture? 

EP:    A  compression  fracture,  yeah. 

JM:    What  about  the  truck  driver,  did  he  get  out  OK? 

EP:  Um-hum. 

JM:    By  himself? 

EP:    Yeah,  and  the  girl  from  the  Rabbit,  from  the  Jeep,  the  Volkswagon,  she's 
all  right,  she  come  and  hug  me,  and  what's  wrong  with  you,  you  be  OK.  She 
saw  my  face  and  she  told  me,  "look  like  you  been  fighting  with  Tyson  or 
something."  That's  OK  and  she  go  and  help  everybody. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  her  name?  Did  you  ever  get  her  name? 

EP:    No,  she's  white,  but  I  don't  know.   She's  a  nurse.   She  told  me  she's  a 
nurse. 
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JM:    Did  she  help  a  lot  of  people  out  up  there?   She  was  in  a  Volkswagon 
Rabbit? 

EP:    Uh-huh,  a  convertible. 

JM:    Did  anybody  else  up  there  do  anything  heroic  do  you  think? 
EP:    I  think  everybody  trying  to  help  everybody. 
JM:    Help  each  other? 

EP:    Urn-hum,  help  each  other.   A  Chinese  girl  too.   Yeah,  Filipino/Chinese 
girl . 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  car  or  your  truck  during  the 
earthquake? 

EP:    Something  like  you  driving  on  the  smooth  highway  and  then  you  go  in  the 
hills. 

JM:    Was  there  swerving  back  and  forth?  Side  to  side?   Or  up  and  down? 

EP:    Up  and  down,  up  and  down.    It  seemed  like  it  started  moving  from  the  back 
go  1  ike  this  ... 

JM:    You  felt  that  it  came  behind  you  and  was  moving  out  in  front  of  you? 
EP:  Yeah. 

JM:  What  was  the  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  falling  down? 
EP:    The  first? 

JM:    What  did  you  notice  first? 

EP:    I  see  a  lot  of  dust.   Like  broken  something,  I  see  dust  coming  out  of  it. 
JM:    Dust  up  from  the  sides? 

EP:    Dust  up  from  the  sides.   Look  like  something.    I  thought  it  was  going  to 
be  a  little  bit  ... 

JM:    Did  you  know  it  had  fallen? 

EP:    I  don't  even  know  it  was  a  bridge,  because  I  just  come  out  of  the  freeway 
and  started  that  one.    I  don't  even  know  it  was  a  bridge  or  something. 

JM:    What  was  the  freeway  itself  doing  during  the  earthquake?   Could  you  see 
how  it  was  moving? 

IP:  No. 

fM:    Was  it  side  to  side?  Or  up  and  down? 
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EP:  Up  and  down,  up  and  down. 

JM:  You  thought  it  was  more  up  and  down? 

EP:  Um-hum. 

JM:  Do  you  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 

EP:  No. 

JM:  Were  you  on  any  medication  or  drugs  at  the  time? 

EP:  Huh-uh. 

JM:  Anything  to  drink  that  day? 

EP:  No. 

JM:  Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health  at  the  time? 

EP:  Um-hum.   Yeah.   Sometimes  we  take  a  beer  ...  sometimes  but  that  time  I  was 
hungry. 

JM:  Not  that  day,  huh? 

EP:  Not  that  day,  I  was  hungry.   I  work  overtime  a  little. 

JM:  Which  hospital  did  you  go  to? 

EP:  To  Providence. 

JM:  To  Providence.   How  did  you  get  there? 

EP:  They  took  me  by  a  bus. 

JM:  A  bus  or  an  ambulance? 

EP:  A  bus. 

JM:  A  County  Transit  bus? 

EP:  Yeah. 

JM:  Who  took  you? 

EP:  I  think  they  wearing  a  blue  ... 

JM:  The  Paramedics? 

EP:  Uh-huh.   They  leave  the  ambulance  for  the  people  more  seriously  hurt. 

JM:  More  seriously  hurt,  OK.    I  have  a  medical  release  that  I'll  help  you  fill 
it  out  to  release  the  records  from  the  hospital  that  said  you  were  injured 
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and  treated  that  night.   You  can  read  that  and  sign  it  if  you  like.  We'll 
verify  on  the  picture  here  anything  that  was  around  you.    I'll  go  ahead 
and  shut  the  tape  off.    It's  1024. 
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D-21,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  James  Mengle,  #7207,  on 

November  8,  1989.  at  approximately  1418  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

i  Napa.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present: 

Identi  fication: 

CHP:    Investigator  James  Mengle,  CHP 
JM  : 

T  :  Attorney  -  Translator) 

MM  : 

Each  question/remark  by  Investigator  Mengle  is  translated  by  T  to  JM,  then  JM's 
response  is  translated  back  to  CHP  by  T.   Generally,  only  the  Translator's 
response  is  shown  unless  English  is  spoken. 

CHP:  please  state  your  name  for  the  tape,  please. 

JM: 

CHP:  you  were  driving  your  car  ... 

JM:    The  name  is 

CHP:  Excuse  me,  you  were  driving  your  car  the  day  of  the 

earthquake? 

JM:  Yes. 

CHP:  What  kind  of  a  vehicle  was  that? 
JM:    Ford  Galaxy,  '67. 

CHP:  You're  the  registered  owner  of  the  car? 

JM:    No,  I  just  bought  'em  about  one  month  ago,  before  the  accident  happened. 

CHP:  Who  was  in  the  car  with  you,  Mr  ... 

JM:    My  wife  and  my  two  children. 

CHP:  Where  was  your  wife  seated? 

JM:    The  ...  my  right  side. 

CHP:  Right  front? 

JM:  Yeah. 

CHP:  The  two  children  were  seated  ... 
JM:    In  the  back. 
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CHP:  In  the  rear.  Which  child  was  seated  in  the  left  rear? 
JM:    My  boy. 

CHP:  Your  boy.   The  right  rear  your  daughter. 
JM:    Yeah,  my  daughter. 
CHP:  Their  names  are 
JM:  Uh-huh. 

CHP:  Your  date  of  birth  is  September  16,  1961. 
JM:    No.  August. 

CHP:  August  16,  1961.   Are  you  required  to  wear  glasses  or  corrective  lenses 
when  you  drive? 

JM:    Yes.   I  use  sun  glasses. 

CHP:  Are  you  required  to  wear  them  when  you  drive  your  car? 
JM:  No. 

T:     No,  his  license  does  not  require  glasses. 

CHP:  Are  you  in  good  health?  Before  the  accident,  were  you  in  good  health? 
JM:  Yes. 

CHP:  Before  you  were  driving,  did  you  take  any  medication  or  drugs,  or  alcohol? 
JM:  No. 

CHP:  How  was  the  mechanical  condition  of  your  car,  prior  to  the  earthquake? 
JM:    Oh,  very  good. 

CHP:  Do  you  know  the  name  of  your  insurance  company? 

JM:    No.   I  don't  have  any  insurance  ...  my  car,  did  you  say? 

CHP:  Yes,  your  car. 

JM:  No. 

CHP:  You  have  none? 
JM:  No. 

CHP:  He  has  none? 
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T:     Nothing  to  cover  his  car. 

CHP:  At  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  were  you  wearing  your  seat  belts? 
JM:  No. 
T:  No. 

CHP:  No?   How  about  your  wife? 
JM:  No. 

CHP:  No?  The  children,  none? 

MM:    Neither  ...  no,  the  little  girl  was  sleeping  in  the  back,  she  was  laying 
down. 

CHP:  was  laying  down  ... 

MM:    On  the  seat.  was  on  my  husband's  side  and  was  sleeping. 

CHP:  In  the  back  seat? 
MM:    In  the  back  seat. 

CHP:  how  often  do  you  travel  this  route,  Interstate  880?  Would  you 

say  seldom,  often,  never? 

T:     Once  a  week. 

CHP:  Once  a  week.   Which  direction  were  you  travelling  that  day? 
T:  Southbound. 

CHP:  could  you  tell  me,  in  your  opinion,  how  heavy  was  the  traffic, 

would  you  describe  the  traffic  as  light,  moderate,  or  heavy? 

T:     There  wasn't  that  much  traffic.   Regular  amount. 

CHP:  Just  regular,  you  would  say? 

JM:  Yeah. 

CHP:  What  speed  was  your  car  going? 
JM:    About  sixty  five. 
CHP:  Sixty  five? 
JM:  Yeah. 

CHP:  Can  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  in?  There's  four  lanes  going 

southbound  on  the  880,  there,  could  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  in  when 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-i?! 


the  earthquake  began? 
JM:    The  fast  lane. 
CHP:  The  far  left-hand  side? 
JM:    Yeah,  on  the  left  side. 

CHP:  There  were  four  people,  total,  in  your  vehicle? 
JM:  Yes. 

CHP:  Could  you  tell  me  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began,  in 

relationship  to  a  cross  street  on  the  freeway?  Were  you  up  toward  the 
north  end  of  the  Cypress  structure,  or  in  the  middle,  or  in  the  south,  or 
could  you  tell  me  just  approximately  where  you  were?  The  approximate 
location. 

T:     Near  the  14th  Street  exit,  when  the  shaking  began. 
CHP:  You  were  near  the  14th  Street  exit? 

T:     He  remembers  that  he  saw  that  sign.   He  remembers  seeing  the  Nabisco  sign 
from  the  Nabisco  factory. 

CHP:  The  Nabisco  sign  from  the  Nabisco  factory,  was  that  on  the  left  or  right 
side  of  the  freeway,  going  south? 

T:     He  was  headed  south,  it  was  on  the  left  side. 

CHP:  The  Nabisco  sign? 

T:     The  Nabisco  sign. 

CHP:  do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the 

freeway  near  you?  As  far  as  make  or  color  of  the  cars,  type  of  vehicles? 

T:     He  remembers  a  coffee-colored  Camaro.   The  coffee  colored  Camaro  crashed 
into  the  roadway.   When  it  fell,  apparently  it  went  forward  and  hit  a 
piece  of  roadway  which  was  still  slightly  higher  level  ...  crashed  into 
the  back  end  of  that. 

CHP:  Was  that  car  ahead  of  you,  or  behind  you? 

T:     It  was  ahead  of  him. 

CHP:  Ahead.  To  his  right  or  to  his  left? 

T:     To  the  right. 

CHP:  Ahead  of  you  to  the  right.   How  many  occupants  were  in  that  car? 
T:     Just  one  person. 
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CHP:  Male  or  female? 
JM:  Man. 

CHP:  Male.   Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  that  were  in  your  area? 

T:     A  tractor-trailer  rig. 

CHP:  A  tractor-trailer,  was  that  behind  you? 

JM:    On  my  right  side. 

T:     In  the  third  lane. 

CHP:  What  color  was  that. 

JM:    It  was  yellow,  the  tractor  it  was  yellow,  and  the  trailer,  it  was  like  ... 
red. 

CHP:  Yellow  and  red? 
JM:  Yeah. 

CHP:  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong,  while  you 
were  driving? 

JM:    Just  feeling  my  car  ...  like  I  have  a  flat  tire.   I  asked  my  wife,  "what 
happened?"   I  just  put  brand  new  tires  on  my  car,  why  they  do  these 
things?   I  pushed  the  brake  pedal  to,  I  remember,  it  goes,  I  put  it  down, 
my  car  sounds  like  fifty  five  miles  an  hour  and,  because  I  feeling  like 
that,  right?   I  just,  feeling  like  that,  like  that,  and  my  car  it  goes 
like  that  and  I  do  not,  I  remember,  I  do  not  crash  to  anybody.  Because, 
the  time  the  concrete  goes  down,  I  think  I  pushed  the  pedal  to  the  brakes, 
right,  and  my  car  was  still  at  the  same  road  ...  can  I  say  that,  like 
that? 

CHP:  Sure. 

JM:    So,  when  X,  when  my  car  goes  like  that,  I  remember  I  see  the  big  trailer, 
he  goes  like  that. 

CHP:  Sideways? 

JM:    Yeah.   He  goes  like  that  ... 

T:     It  looked  like  it  was  going  to  tip  over. 

JM:    But,  they  stop  it.   That's  all 

CHP:  When  you  braked,  did  you  make  a  full  brake  application  ...  did 

you  slide  ...  or  was  it  a  gradual  ... 

JM:    No,  no  ...  just  tried  to  turn  my  car  ...  slow  down. 
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CHP:  So,  you  indicated  that  you  didn't  crash  into  any  other  cars? 
JM:    No,  no. 

CHP:  You  didn't  hit  the  freeway  ahead  of  you? 
JM:    No,  no. 

CHP:  Do  you  recall  that  the  tractor-trailer,  would  you  describe  that  as  a 
jack-knife,  the  tractor  trailer  jack-knifed  ...  slid  sideways,  or  ... 

T:     You  referring  to  jack-knife  when  the  tractor  trailer  ... 

CHP:  Coming  at  an  acute  angle. 

T:     Exactly.  The  tractor  came  close  by,  almost  hitting  his  car,  and  the 
trailer  was  facing  the  other  direction. 

CHP:  Do  you  recall  how  many  people  were  in  the  truck-tractor  ...  trailer? 

JM:    Just  one  man. 

CHP:  One  man.   Was  he  driving? 

JM:    Yeah.   I  remember,  that  guy,  he  was  a  Mexican  guy,  too.   I  told  him  come 
and  help  me  to  get  out,  because  I  can't  get  out.  When  I  was  on  the 
ground,  of  the  concrete,  because  I  don't  feel  ...  at  that  time,  I  feel  so 
much  pain  to  get  out,  right?  I  told  the  guy,  can  you  come  and  help  me  to 
get  out,  just  to  support  my  hands  on  my  car,  right?  On  the  top  of  my 
car.   He's  taking  me  from  her  and  try  to  pull  me  out,  but  he  says,  I  can't 
do  anything,  because  I  feel  in  too  much  pain  and  because  I'm  bleeding  ... 
his  nose  ...  and  that's  all  he  did. 

CHP:  Did  you  get  his  name? 

JM:    No,  I  don't.   But  I  ask  him  if  he  has  some  belt,  at  that  time.   Can  he 

give  them  to  me  to  make  tight  my  ...  right  here  ...  my  pants.  He  says,  "I 
don't  have  anything,  sorry,  my  friend." 

CHP:  Were  you  out  of  your  car,  at  that  time,  or  still  in  your  car? 

JM:    No,  I  tried  to  get  out.   But  when  I  tried  to  get  out  I  went  to  the 
concrete,  to  the  ground. 

CHP:  I  see. 

T:     I  told  my  wife.  I'm  going  to  stay  lying  down  like  this  to  see  if  I  can 
keep  under  control.   I  told  her,  you  check  on  the  kids  to  see  what 
happened  to  them.   She  and  the  children  were  fine.  All  I  could  do  was  ask 
God,  what  had  happened? 

CHP:  You  mentioned  that  the  truck-tractor  was  to  your  right  and  there  was  a 
coffee-colored  Camaro  in  front  of  you  that  had  crashed  into  the  last 
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portion  of  the  structure. 
JM:  Yes. 

CHP:  That's  where  they  were  when  your  car  came  to  rest? 
JM:  Yes. 

CHP:  Do  you  recall  an  Oriental  woman  in  a  Toyota  and  a  white  woman  in  a 
Volkswagon  convertible  that  were  maybe  near  you,  to  the  rear  of  your 
vehicle  a  little  bit? 

JM:    No.   To  the  rear  of  my  car?   I  remember,  they  come  two  black  men,  they 
drive  a  brand  new  car,  a  Mazda.   Those  two  guys,  some  ... 

T:     Was  really  hurt  ...  in  his  face.   After  that,  behind  us,  we  saw  a  Chinese 
woman  that  fainted  when  a  man  in  a  Jeep  kept  driving  the  Jeep  when  the 
cement  was  already  falling.   She  fainted  because  we  were  all  yelling  at 
the  man  not  to  keep  going,  even  though  he  kept  driving.   That  moment,  a 
policeman  had  already  climbed  up,  on  the  freeway.   The  officer  yelled  at 
the  man  that  he  get  out  of  there,  that  he  not  move  his  car  anymore.  After 
that,  we  yelled  down  at  the  people  below  to  help  us,  and  the  officer  also 
asked  them  to  help  us.   That's  when  they  brought  some  large  ladders. 
First  they  took  my  children  down. 

CHP:  Where  did  the  man  ...  you  say  a  man  was  driving  a  Jeep? 

T:  Yes,  a  Jeep. 

CHP:  He  was  on  the  top  structure,  as  well? 

JM:  Yes. 

CHP:  He  came  from  behind  you? 

JM:  Yeah,  about  100  feet  in  back. 

CHP:  Now,  this  Oriental  woman,  she  fainted  when  she  was  up  on  the  top  deck? 

T:     She  fell  down,  but  didn't  appear  to  lose  consciousness.   When  she  actually 
fainted  was  when  they  had  gotten  her  down  off  of  the  freeway. 

CHP:  You  got  out  of  your  vehicle,  did  you  exit  your  car  via  the  door,  did  you 
open  the  door  yourself? 

T:     Yes,  I  opened  the  door  myself,  on  my  side.   Getting  out  of  the  car,  I 
didn't  get  out  standing  up,  I  just  fell  out,  fell  out  of  the  door. 

CHP:  Could  you  describe  your  injuries  to  me, 

T:     Naturally,  this  will  only  be  a  description  of  where  it  hurts.   It  can't  be 
a  medical  opinion. 
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CHP:  That's  fine. 

T:     Well,  the  only  thing  I  can  say  is  that  the  doctor  told  me  I  had  two 

fractures  in  the  dorsal  spine.   He  said  that  I  would  have  to  rest  and  he 
wanted  to  operate  on  me.   Naturally,  I  was  very  frightened  of  that,  when 
they  said  they  wanted  to  operate,  because  the  doctor  said  that  I  might 
remain  in  a  wheel  chair,  or  that  I  might  get  better. 

CHP:  Who  is  the  doctor  that  is  treating  you? 


CHP:  Where  is  he  located? 
T:     He  lives  in  Oakland. 

CHP:  Did  you  go  to  the  hospital,  right  after  the  earthquake,  after 

you  got  down  off  of  the  structure? 

T:     Two  Mexican  gentleman,  one  of  them  was  bleeding  from  the  side  of  the  head, 
carried  me  down  the  ladder  and  took  me  to  an  ambulance.  Then,  the 
ambulance  attendants  laid  me  down  on  stretcher,  and  then  I  couldn't  move. 
They  took  me  to  the  hospital  from  there. 

CHP:  Which  hospital? 

T:     Providence  Hospital . 

CHP:  Did  your  wife  and  children  go  with  you  as  well? 
JM:  No 

MM:    On  a  bus,  a  regular  bus  from  Oakland,  there. 
T:     They  took  a  regular  bus  to  the  hospital. 
MM:    The  other  person  was  ... 

CHP:  Did  the  occupants  of  the  cars  that  were  around  you  ...  we'll  start  with 
the  truck  driver  in  the  large  truck.   Did  he  get  off  of  the  freeway  also, 
and  go  down  the  ladder? 

T:  Yes 

CHP:  How  about  the  Oriental  woman? 

T:     Yes,  her  too,  but  they  had  to  help  her  down  because  she  was  almost 
fainting. 

CHP:  can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the 

earthquake?  Was  it  rocking,  swerving;  how  would  you  describe  that  motion? 

T:     It  was  swinging  back  and  forth,  from  one  side  to  another.   Up  and  down,  as 
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well.  Then,  also  sideways.   I  was  trying  to  slow  down  carefully,  but 
then,  was  when  everything  fell. 

CHP:  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling?  Could  you  recall  that? 

T:     It  was  just  the  rocking  back  and  forth  and  then  all  I  remember  when  it 
fell  was  just  the  impact.    I  never  imagined  that  it  was  going  to  fall. 

CHP:  Did  you  see  any  ...  prior  to  the  freeway  falling  ...  did  you  see  any 
concrete,  or  the  roadway  breaking  up  ahead  of  you? 

T:  Just  that  after  it  fell,  after  everything  had  come  to  a  stop,  I  saw  the 
bars  sticking  out  of  the  concrete  from  the  piece  ahead  of  us,  where  the 
Camaro  hit  it. 

CHP:  can  you  remember,  or  describe,  the  motion  of  the  freeway 

structure  during  the  earthquake?  What  I'm  referring  to  was  ...  which 
direction  was  it  swaying,  or  rolling,  or  which  direction  was  it  shaking? 
Was  it  shaking  back  and  forth,  or  forward  and  backward,  or  could  you 
describe  that? 

T:     It  moved  side  to  side,  because  that's  how  my  car  was  moving. 
CHP:  I'll  conclude  the  interview  with  at  1445  hours. 
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P-21A,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  James  Mengle,  #7207,  on 

November  8.  1989.  at  approximately  1448  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

,  Napa.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present: 


JM 
MM 

SJ 


Identification: 

Investigator  Mengle,  CHP 
i  (Attorney) 

JM:  would  you  just  state  your  name  for  the  tape  please? 

MM:    My  name  is 

JM:  what  is  your  date  of  birth? 

MM:  7/20/64. 

JM:    You  were  riding  in  the  right  front  of  your  husband's  car  at  the  time  of 
the  earthquake? 

MM:  Yes. 

JM:  Your  two  children  were  in  the  rear  seat? 

MM:  Yes. 

JM:  You  mentioned  that  was  asleep? 

MM:  No,  On  my  side,  she  was  sleeping  at  that  time. 

JM:  was  in  the  left  rear  seat,  at  the  time? 

MM:  Yes. 

JM:  Could  you  describe  how  heavy  the  traffic  was  that  day? 

MM:  Can't  remember,  kind  of  ...  he  was  driving  ... 

JM:  Would  you  say  the  traffic  was  heavy,  or  moderate,  or  light? 

MM:  I  don't  remember. 

JM:  Can  you  recall  when  the  earthquake  began,  as  far  as  say,  a  reference 
street,  a  cross  street? 

MM:    Was  on  the  other  side  ...  by  the  bridge  ...  I  don't  know. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  cars  that  were  on  the  freeway  near  you 
when  the  earthquake  began? 

MM:    One  car  and  two  black  men  were  driving  it. 
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JM:    Two  black  men  were  driving  a  white  car? 

MM:    I  don't  know  ...  I  don't  have  no  idea  ...  'cause  I  didn't  ...  I  just  saw 
the  people  when  the  earthquake  happened.  We  got  down  ...  I  don't  have  no 
idea  who  was  driving  which  car,  or  something  like  that. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  any  colors  of  any  cars  that  were  in  your  area? 

MM:    I  just  remember  a  white  car  in  the  back  of  us  and  the  trailer,  big 
trailer. 

JM:   Truck  and  trailer? 

MM:    Yeah,  a  big  trailer,  I  don't  know  how  you  call  that. 

JM:  can  you  tell  me  what  was  your  first  indication  that  something  was 

wrong? 

MM:    I  didn't  know  ...  I  just  ...  that  time,  the  car  was  moving  like  that,  I 
just  closed  my  eyes  and  suddenly  I  hit  my  chest  in  the  car  and  I  don't 
know  what's  happening  until  my  husband  told  me,  "oh,  its  an  earthquake." 

JM:  What  did  you  hit  your  chest  on? 

MM:  On  the  front  of  the  car,  the  ... 

JM:  The  dashboard? 

MM:  Yeah,  dashboard,  I  hit  here,  my  chest. 

JM:  Could  you  describe  your  injuries  to  me? 

MM:  ...  hear  myself  and  my  back.   I  couldn't  get  up,  like  my  husband,  but  I 
tried  my  best  to  get  my  kids  out. 

JM:    You  had  back  pain? 

MM:    Right  here,  all  my  back.   When  they  took  me  to  the  hospital,  they  told  me 
I  didn't  have  nothing,  but  the  next  day,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  I 
couldn't  get  up  at  all. 

JM:    Did  you  get  out  of  the  car  under  your  own  power? 

MM:  Yes. 

JM:    You  got  your  children  out? 

MM:    Yes,  I  tried  my  best,  but  its  hurting,  I  had  tight  pants,  I  tied  my  pants 
as  best  I  could,  but  I  was  walking  kind  of  bent,  'cause  my  back  was 
hurting. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  off  of  the  top  deck?  How  did  you  get  off  of  the 
structure? 
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•  •  • 

JM:    A  ladder? 
MM:  Yeah. 

JM:    They  helped  you  down  the  ladder? 
MM:  Urn-hum. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  any  of  those  men's  names  or  where  they  came  from? 

MM:    No.    I  saw  one,  it  was  police,  but  I  don't  know  what  ...  they  came  from 
down  ...  when  they  ...  they  look  what  happened  and  then  ... 

JM:    It  was  a  policeman's  uniform  that  he  had  on? 

MM:  Yeah. 

JM:    Was  it  a  tan  colored  uniform  or  a  dark  blue  uniform? 

MM:    It  was  kind  of  brown.   Some  other  man  that  were  down  and  they  tried  to 
help  us. 

JM:    After  you  got  out  of  your  car,  did  you  see  any  other  individuals  walking 
around  on  the  top  deck? 

MM:    Yeah,  a  lady,  American  lady,  with  a  yellow  blouse  ...  she  was  helping  us 
all.   She  was  walking  all  around  calling  for  help.   She  was  saying,  "we 
need  help  over  here,  so  come  and  help  us."   I  don't  know  where  she  came 
from. 

JM:    She  was  on  the  top  deck,  with  you? 
MM:  Yes. 

JM:    She  wasn't  bleeding,  or  anything? 
MM:  No. 

JM:    She  was  yelling  down  to  the  street  level  to  try  to  ... 

MM:    I  think  ...  I  don't  know  ...  because  I  saw  ...  that  moment  I  saw 

helicopter  ...  I  don't  know  if  she  came  down  from  the  helicopter  ...  or 
...  because  she  didn't  look  like  she  had  nothing  ...  she  was  running  to 
see  what  was  going  on  to  the  people. 

JM:    You  mentioned  a  helicopter  came  above  you? 

MM:  Yes. 

JM:    How  soon  did  the  helicopter  come  after  the  earthquake  had  occurred  and 
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your  car  had  come  to  rest?  How  many  minutes  ...  five  minutes,  ten  minutes 
go  by? 

MM:    Five,  twenty  or  fifteen  minutes.   I  don't  really  know  because  at  that  time 
I  was  busy. 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  car  that  you  were  riding  in  during  the 
earthquake?  What  was  the  car  doing? 

MM:   The  car  was  just  going  straight  and  suddenly  it  went  like  this  and  then 
up. 

JM:    You're  motioning  with  your  hands  from  side  to  side? 

MM:    Yes.   Side  to  side  and  then  up  and  then  like  that,  and  then  suddenly  it 
stopped  when  it  got  down.   When  it  broke,  I  think.   It  broke,  or 
something,  at  that  time. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling,  do  you  recall? 

MM:  No. 

JM:    Did  you  see  the  roadbed  collapsing,  or  concrete  breaking  up? 

MM:    No.   Because  ...  when  I  opened  my  eyes  I  see  everything  ...  I  don't  know 
how  it  happened.  The  moment  the  car  was  moving  down  and  up,  I  don't  know 
if  I,  a  little  bit,  or  kind  of  when  I  opened  my  eyes. 

JM:    Could  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake?  Which  direction  it  was  swaying,  or  could  you  recall? 

MM:    No,  not  really. 

JM:    I'll  conclude  the  tape  at  1456  hours 
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D-23,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  #7207,  on 

November  3.  1989.  at  approximately  1206  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:    Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  CHP 
SM: 

JM:  could  you  just  state  your  name  for  the  tape  recording? 

SM:    My  name  is  and  I  live  in  Petal uma. 

JM:    That's  fine.    I'll  just  ask  you  some  questions, 
SM:    All  right. 

JM:    Now,  you  were  at  the  ...  on  the  17th,  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  you  were 
driving  your  1988  Toyota  ... 

SM:    Celica,  uh-huh. 

JM:    That  has  a  license  plate,  a  personalized  plate  of  Your 
name? 


SM 
JM 
SM 
JM 
SM 


JM 
SM 
JM 
SM 
JM 
SM 


Right,  my  name. 

Your  date  of  birth  is  December  29,  1960? 
Correct. 

Now  where  is  your  car  right  now?  Do  you  know  where  your  car  is? 

Car  ...  I  don't  remember.   Only  place  I  remember  is  they  send  it  to  A&B 
Garage.   That's  where  I  went  there  look  at  my  car  and  then,  I  guess,  the 
insurance  took  it  somewhere  else,  because  I  don't  know  where.   For  the 
investigation,  they  say  it  is  totalled  but  I  don't  know  place.   I  don't 
know  what's  going  on. 

Your  insurance  company  ... 

Was  it  totalled? 
Right. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL  _ 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-iso 


JM:    How  would  you  describe  the  damage  to  your  car  as  far  as  what  location  was 
the  damage  to  your  car? 


SM:  All  the  front  part. 
JM:    All  the  front  end? 


SM:    Yes.   All  the  front  part,  because  that  is  no  collision  while  I  was 

driving,  so  just  front  part.   The  only  thing  I  look  at  was  the  front  part 
failed,  came  down.   Then,  the  right  side  of  the  wheel /tire  torn  to  pieces 
and  dashboard  came  out  and  then  some  minor,  little  damage  on  the  right 
side  of  the  door  in  the  upper  front  area.    Is  that  ... 

JM:    That's  fine.   That's  very  good.  Your  insurance,  is  that  here  in 

Santa  Rosa?   Is  that  who  you  contacted? 


SM:    In  Petal uma. 
JM:    Petal uma  here? 


SM:    Right,  Petal uma. 


JM:    Did  they  have  the  car  towed  somewhere? 

SM:   That's  what  they  said,  and  then  they  didn't  tell  me  where. 

JM:   Why  don't  you  just  tell  me,  in  your  own  words,  what  occurred  that 

day? 

SM:    My  feeling? 

JM:    No.   Just  tell  me  where  you  were  coming  from  and  where  you  were  going  and 
tell  me  just  what  occurred. 

SM:    Tuesday  is  my  day  off.   I  went  to  San  Francisco  for  my  allergy  shot  and  I 
left  San  Francisco  at  4:30  and  I  was  right  up  ...  there  was  no  traffic 
much.   I  drove  over  45,  so  it  was  not  bad.   I  passed  the  Bay  Bridge.  I 
was  just  right  ...  after  I  entered  the  Oakland  area,  I  don't  know  how  you 
call  that.  That's  the  area  where  it's  covered,  where  it  collapse.   It  was 
five,  around  five.   Because  I  think  earthquake  happened  at  five  after  5. 
That  was  around  five.    I  just  right  up  there.   Do  you  want  me  to  describe 


JM:    Sure.   You're  doing  fine,  you're  doing  great. 

SM:    Well,  first  thing  I  felt  was  something  ...  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire. 
Because  something  is  suddenly,  the  whole  thing  coming  down  for  about  ...  I 
don't  know  ...  maybe  about  five  feet  or  ten  feet.   I  felt  that  way  and 
then  I  got  scared.    I  was  driving  in  third  lane  from  the  left.   So,  I  was 
driving  about  55.   I  didn't  drive  in  far  to  the  left  lanes.   I  was  in  the 
third  lane.  Then,  after  that,  I  start  moving  and  shaking  and  then  I  was 
hitting  too  much  up  and  down  and  left  and  right.   I  was  wearing  seatbelt 
at  that  time.   I  had  a  deep  scar  on  my  neck  and  now  I'm  fine.  They  call 
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that  ...  the  structure,  I  mean  the  Cypress,  fell.    It  was  slowly,  I  mean, 
it  moved  and  it  was  rolling  left  and  right  and  then  it  fell  apart.  It 
moves  like  left  and  right  and  then  come  down.    I  feel  something  boom-boom, 
collapsing.    I  felt  that.   Even  though  that  was  15  seconds,  I  felt  it 
collapsing,  and  I  thought  I  was  going  to  die!   That  is  no  lie  when  I  was 
up  there.    I  mean,  and  I  see  a  lot,  of  how  do  you  call  that,  the  concrete 
coming  toward  me.    I  still  go  up  and  my  car  is  keep  going  forward.  I 
don't  remember  if  I  stopped  or  not.  I  have  a  picture  ...  only  thing  I 
remember  is  I  hold  the  wheel  so  tightly  and  then  put  my  head  down.  That's 
what  I  did.   That's  ...  I  don't  know  and  then  ... 


JM:    Now  let  me  ask  you  some  questions  and  follow  up  on  this,  How  often 

would  you  say  that  you  travel  this  route?   Frequently,  often,  seldom,  or 
hardly  ever? 

SM:    Frequently.   The  reason  I  do  is  I  used  to  live  with  my  family  in  Alameda. 
So,  I  guess  I  use  maybe  one  bi-weekly  probably.    I  visit  them  maybe 
bi-weekly.   I  stay  there  for  the  one  day  and  then  I  come  back. 

JM:    Now  the  direction  you  were  travelling  as  you  were  going  southbound  then 
...  from  San  Francisco? 

SM:    San  Francisco  toward  Alameda.   So,  I  have  to  pass  that  Oakland  Bridge. 
That's  the  only  bridge  I  know.   Now  I  get  lost  and  I  don't  know  where  to 
go.   That's  the  only  one  I  use  and  the  only  way  I  know. 

JM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions  as  far  as  light,  moderate  or 
heavy  at  the  time  when  you  were  on  the  Cypress  Structure? 

SM:    That  time?   It  was  ...  what  was  the  questions? 

JM:    The  traffic  conditions  as  far  as  heavy  or  light  or  ... 

SM:    Oh.    It  was  light. 

JM:    It  was  light? 

SM:    Oh  yes!    I  mean,  for  Bay  Bridge  I  drove  45.   So,  it  was  kind  of  light  on 
that  day.    In  Oakland,  as  I  passed  it,  it  was  very  light.   People  drive  at 
65  in  the  far  two  lanes,  and  I  drove  55  or  50  ...  I  don't  remember,  but  it 
was  very  light. 

JM:    You  indicated  you  were  in  the  third  lane  from  the  left? 
SM:  Right. 

JM:    How  fast  did  you  say  you  were  going? 

SM:    Before  hit  the  earthquake,  probably  ...  at  that  time,  I  just  entered  the 
Oakland  from  that  area  ...  from  just  off  the  Bay  Bridge  ...  people  go  to 
580  and  880.   So,  I  was  just  right  up  there.   I  was  only  about  50  I 
bel ieve. 
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JM:    How  many  people  were  in  your  car? 
SM:  Myself. 

JM:    You  were  just  solo? 
SM:  Uh-huh. 

JM:    Where  were  you  in  terms  of  a  cross  street  when  the  earthquake  began?  You 
indicated  that  you  had  just  made  the  turn  from  the  Oakland-Bay  Bridge? 

SM:    Right.   Bay  Bridge,  and  that  is  a  big,  flat  area  that  people  go  to  San 
Rafael  or  Sacramento  and  then  880.   So,  I  just  right  enter  and  when  I  hit 
the  earthquake,  then  I  was  just  right  up  there  ...  beginning  ...  I  don't 
know  how  to  say  it.   But  I  felt  it  right  after  ...  I  don't  know  how  the 
deck  goes,  but  I  was  up  there.   So,  I  start  with  upper  deck  and  end  up 
with  upper  deck. 

JM:    You  were  right  at  probably  the  north  end  of  the  structure?  You  had  just 
gotten  on  the  top  deck  then  when  the  earthquake  began? 

SM:    Right.   I  was,  I  was  ... 

JM:    Can  you  recall  anything  about  any  businesses  or  buildings  to  your  left  or 
right  off  of  the  freeway  that  would  help  us  identify  where  you  were? 

SM:    Oakland  Police  Department  told  me  that  my  car  was  stopped  ..  maybe  you 
might  figure  it  that  way  then.   My  car  was  stopped  one  mile  before  the 
Broadway  Exit.   But  do  you  know  how  far  it  is?   I  am  so  curious  for 
myself.   Is  it  about  a  mile  then  from  the  beginning  to  before  the  Broadway 
exit? 

JM:    I'll  have  to  check.    I  have  a  map  I'll  show  you.    I'll  have  to  go  down  to 
my  car  to  get  that  map;  I  forgot  to  bring  it  up.   I  have  a  map  in  my  car 
and  we  can  maybe  figure  it  out. 

SM:   That  way  I  can  figure  how  much  I  went  forward.  You  know  what?  I'm 

sorry.   It  was  about  a  half  a  mile  later  that  I  entered  the  upper  deck. 

JM:    You  think  it  was  about  a  half  a  mile?  You'd  gone  about  a  half  a  mile? 

SM:    I  went  quite  a  while  ...  half-mile  and  one  mile.   I'm  not  sure  exactly, 
but  I  was  upper  ...  let's  say  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile.   About  that 
or  something  like  that. 

JM:  But  the  Oakland  Police  Department  told  you  your  car  was  ... 

SM:  A  mile  before  the  Broadway  Exit. 

JM:  A  mile  before  the  Broadway  exit.  That  will  help.   That  will  help  us. 

SM:  Yes,  uh-huh. 
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JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you? 

SM:    Near  me? 

JM:    Yes.   As  far  as  year,  make  and  model,  or  the  type  of  vehicles.   Do  you 
recall  anything  about  the  cars  that  were  near  you  on  the  freeway? 

SM:    I  remember  the  black  sports  car  passed  ...  that's  what  you  call  280,  or 
is  it  ... 

JM:    When  you  were  on  the  top?  When  the  earthquake  ... 
SM:    When  it  stopped? 

JM:    Yeah.   When  the  earthquake  began,  do  you  recall  about  any  cars  that  were 
near  you? 

SM:    I  remember  the  big  truck. 

JM:    A  big  truck? 

SM:    That's  the  only  truck  I  remember.   He  was  coming  very  fast  from  the  second 
far  lane  and  that's  why  I  couldn't  ... 

JM:    To  your  left? 

SM:    Yes.   It  was  a  big  truck,  like  real  big.   Because  of  him,  I  couldn't 

change  into  the  second  lane,  because  he  was  driving  fast,  and  I  couldn't 
go  in  front  of  him  or  behind  him,  and  later  he  changed  to  either  in  front 
of  me  or  stayed  in  the  second  lane  to  the  left. 

JM:    So,  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  this  big  truck  was  in  front  of  you 
possibly? 

SM:    Probably.   Either  ... 

JM:    Do  you  recall  that? 

SM:    Then,  when  the  earthquake  stopped,  everybody  get  out  from  their  cars;  I 
saw  that  big  truck,  it  fall  apart. 

JM:  Now  when  you  say  a  big  truck,  was  this  a  truck-tractor  and  a  big  trailer? 
The  truck  was  towing  the  trailer?  A  big  van-type  trailer?  How  would  you 
describe  this  truck? 

SM:    Yes,  I'm  sorry.   You  are  right.   Like  a  van-type.   It  looked  like  a 
commerce  truck. 

JM:    A  commercial  truck?  A  big  commercial  truck? 

SM:  Right. 
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JM:    What  you  would  call  an  18-wheeler,  or  do  you  know  what  ...  a  big  truck? 

SM:    Yeah,  real  big.    It  was  real  big.   It  was  wide.   It  has  all  the  covers, 
bag  up  on  top.   And  ... 

JM:    Do  you  recall  any  cars  around  you  at  that  time  other  than  the  truck? 

SM:    There  was  other  cars  around  me,  but  I  didn't  notice.    I  don't  remember 
what  cars  there  was,  but  there  were  a  lot  of  cars  around  me. 

0M:    What  to  you  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

SM:    In  the  car?  Because  an  earthquake  hit  it? 


JM:    Yeah,  uh-huh. 


SM:    I  felt  something  wrong.   At  first,  I  thought  something  was  wrong  with  the 
tire.  Second,  I  know  something  is  wrong  with  the  freeway.   Even  though 
the  earthquake  stopped,  when  I  was  up  there,  I  told  couple  of  people  with 
me  around  what's  wrong  with  this?  What  happened?   I  thought  ...  to  tell 
the  truth,  I  thought  there  was  a  structure  problem.   Then,  they  brought 
the  ladder  after  20  minutes  when  the  earthquake  stopped  and  I  was  fainted 
but  I  come  down  and  I  lie  down  and  I  still  talk,  tell  me  what 

happened?  What  happened  to  ...  what's  going  on?"  I  say.   Is  there 
something  wrong  with  the  structure?  What's  wrong  with  the  highway?  I 
still  didn't  feel  that  that  was  earthquake  until  then  and  then  they  say, 
it  was  earthquake",  and  the  Bay  Bridge  fell  apart  and  they  say  a 
lot  of  cars  jumped  to  the  water  ...  that's  the  news  that  we  heard  from 
people. 

JM:    Now  who  is  this  that  you're  referring  to? 

SM:  She  ...  she  stopped  her  car  about  ...  from  me  to 

your  car,  probably  ...  she  stopped  her  car  in  the  middle.  She  stopped  in 
about  the  second  lane  from  the  left. 


JM:    Ahead  of  you? 


SM:    Yes.   She  was  ahead  of  me.   She  said  when  she  was  driving,  she  saw  me  - 
That's  what  she  said. 


JM:    So,  you  ...  after  the  earthquake? 

SM:    Before  earthquake. 

JM:    You  spoke  after  the  earthquake? 

SM:    Oh,  definitely.   Everybody  gathered  together.  We  want  to  stay  in  the 
middle. 


JM:    What  kind  of  car  was  in?  Was  it  a  sedan,  or  a  ... 

SM:    I  don't  remember.   She  didn't  tell  me  anything  about  ...  only  thing  I  have 


I 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-ub 


Information  is  name  and  her  phone  number.   If  you  need  it,  I  can 

give  it  to  you. 

JM:    Yes,  that  would  be  fine. 

SM:    You  probably  will  speak  to  her  later  probably,  but  ... 
JM:    We  can  look  for  it  later,  after  you  ... 
SM:  Sure. 

JM:    She  stopped  her  car  ahead  of  you  and  would  you  say  ...  how  far  ahead  of 
you,  would  you  say? 

SM:  Oh,  maybe  from  here  to  maybe  ...  I  don't  know. 

JM:  To  where  my  car  is  parked? 

SM:  Uh-huh. 

JM:  Maybe  100  yards? 

SM:  Maybe  80  yards. 

JM:  The  length  of  a  football  field?  Are  you  familiar  with  that? 

SM:  No.    I  guess  about  50  feet,  40  feet?  How  far  is  it  from  that  ... 

JM:  Well,  a  car  is  maybe  about  20  feet  long.   So,  in  terms  of  car  length  ... 

SM:  Oh,  20  feet  long.    So,  it's  100  feet. 

JM:  About  100  feet.   After  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong  with 
you  ...  you  indicated  you  thought  you  had  a  flat? 

SM:    Yes.   But  see,  since  I  have  a  brand  new  car  ....  to  tell  the  truth, I  been 
driving  8  years  and  I  never  had  a  flat  tire  in  my  life,  so  I  thought  maybe 
this  is  a  flat  tire.   But  what  I  figured,  there  is  a  truck  ...  a  small 
pickup  ...  in  front  of  me  and  something  is  wrong  with  my  car  so  I  look  at 
his  car  and  what  is  going  on.   Because  I  thought  something  is  going  on.  I 
look  at  him  and  all  of  a  sudden,  he  was  all  over.   His  car  start  to  moving 
so  I  knew  there  was  something  wrong  not  only  with  my  car.   But  first 
impression  was  a  flat  tire,  is  what  I  thought. 

JM:    What  color  is  this  pickup  in  front  of  you?  Do  you  recall?   It  was  a  small 
pickup  truck? 

SM:    Small  pickup  truck,  yeah. 

JM:    After  you  got  this  indication,  what  did  you  do?  Did  you  brake,  or  steer, 
or  try  to  make  lane  changes,  or  what?  What  did  you  do? 

SM:    Only  thing  I  did  was  I  hold  my  wheel.   That's  all  I  did!    I  still  ...  a 
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lot  of  people  ask  me  did  you  stop  the  car?   I  say  I  don't  think  I  stopped 
the  car.    I  don't  remember.  The  only  thing  I  remember  was  that  I  hold  the 
wheel  because  I  don't  want  to  get  hit,  my  head,  from  the  window.  Because 
all  the  women  are  like,  they  want  to  cover  their  face.   I  hold  it  very 
tight,  my  arms  to  the  wheel.   My  car  just  keep  going  forward.   It  didn't 
stop  ...  just  going  forward.   At  the  end,  it  fell  on  the  right  side  of  the 
freeway. 

JM:    It  stopped  on  the  right  side  near  the  railing? 
SM:    Very  near.   Near  those  things  like  ... 
JM:    The  guardrails? 

SM:    Yeah,  guardrails.   I  stopped  right  here.   That's  where  I  hit  it.   On  the 
side  of  the  ...  I  think  that's  when  everything  fell  apart,  the  engines  and 
everything.  Then,  probably  I  had  to  speed  it,  right?   I  probably  have  a 
speed,  I  guess.   At  least  more  than  30  miles.   Otherwise,  it  wouldn't  drop 
the  whole  engine  like  that.    It's  a  total  ...  I  don't  know.    I  probably 
hit  it  before  I  hit  that  guard. 

JM:    What  did  the  other  vehicles  do?  The  pickup  truck  you  described,  what  did 
he  do?  What  was  your  indication?  What  did  the  pickup  truck  do? 

SM:    After  it  stopped  ...  the  earthquake? 

JM:    No,  during  the  earthquake.   You  indicated  the  pickup  was  ... 

SM:  That's  all  I  saw.  After  that,  I  don't  remember  anything.  I  didn't  have  a 
chance  to  look  at  other  cars.  Only  thing  I  remember  was  I  want  to  hold  my 
wheel . 

JM:    How  about  the  big  truck  that  you  said  was  in  front  of  you?  Did  you  see 
what  happened  to  the  truck? 

SM:    Not  during  the  earthquake.    I  saw  ...  but  he  ...  the  funny  thing  that  his 
truck  was  stopped  even  100  yard  from  even  car.   So,  his  truck 

probably  drove  faster  than  mine. 

JM:    It  was  stopped  ahead  of  car? 

SM:    Yes.   From  me  to  his  car  is  more  like  about  a  half-mile,  so  ... 

JM:    Was  the  truck  ...  at  the  position  the  truck  was  stopped,  was  it  on  the 
right  side  of  the  freeway  or  the  left  side  of  the  freeway? 

SM:  The  middle  ...  he  was  in  the  middle. 

JM:  Truck  in  the  middle. 

SM:  Uh-huh. 

JM:  It  was  quite  a  ways  down  the  road,  then? 
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SM:    Yes,  from  me. 
JM:    From  you  and 

SM:    Because,  I  mean  ...  I  didn't  know  that  the  truck,  after  earthquake 

finished  ,  I  mean  ...  on  the  way  I  come  down  from  the  ladder  and  I  found 
the  truck.   So,  I  said  that  was  the  truck  right  there  who  was  next  to  me. 
So,  the  truck  was  ahead  of  me  all  the  way. 

JM:    So,  your  car  impacted  with  the  right  side  of  the  guardrail  then? 

SM:    Right.   But  I'm  still  wondering  when  my  car  stopped,  I  stopped  like  that. 
That  was  more  to  left,  bouncing  feeling  than  when  I  was  on  the  freeway. 
So,  I  felt  like  the  engine  fell  apart  before.    I  don't  remember.   When  I 
hit  the  right  side  of  that  freeway  ...  it  hit  it  but  my  body  just  jumping 
like  that  but  it  was  major  movement.   If  it  was  really  strong  ...  let  me 
put  it  this  way.    I  feel  much  stronger  movement,  bouncing  feeling,  than 
when  I  hit  the  right  side  of  the  structure.   So,  I  think  my  engine  already 
fall  apart  just  before  I  hit  that  thing.   I  don't  remember.   So,  that  I'm 
still  don't  know,  these  mysterious  things. 

JM:    Now  how  did  you  get  out  of  the  vehicle? 

SM:    I  did.   At  first  I  stopped  and  then  only  thing  I  remember  is  that  I  hit  it 
from  the  left  to  the  right.   I  don't  know  where  I  hit  the  right.  There's 
nobody  on  the  right  side  but  hit  it  and  then  nobody  wanted  to  come  out  for 
about  one  minute  or  a  couple  of  minutes.   Nobody  ...  just  everybody  stay 
in  their  cars.   Everybody  is  scared.   Then,  I  want  to  get  out!   At  that 
time,  only  thing  I  remember  is  I  want  to  get  out.   I  don't  want  to  stay  up 
on  top  and  then  I  get  out  my  side.    I  open  the  seatbelt,  I  came  out.  I 
don't  feel  any  pain. 

JM:    You  got  out  the  left  side  of  your  car? 

SM:    Yes.   On  the  right  side  there  is  no  space  on  the  right,  pressed  up  right 
there.   Then  ... 

JM:    You  were  injured  then? 

SM:    Oh,  yes. 

JM:    Why  don't  you  describe  your  injuries  to  me? 

SM:    That  injury  ...  first  I  had  to  have  ...  I  had  a  real  strong  ...  I  mean  big 
bruise  on  my  leg  that  ... 

JM:    On  the  right  leg? 

SM:    Yes.    I  don't  know  what  I  caught  here.   This  one  is  a  really  funny  thing. 
Below  my  knee  in  the  middle,  it  had  a  bad  ...  how  much  inches  like  that? 
That's  a  real  deep  scratch,  cut  or  scratch.   Then,  all  areas  are  bruised 
severely  dark  for  ...  now  it's  getting  ...  slow.    I  mean,  it's  OK.    I  got 
a  scar  now,  but  ...  then  I  had  bruises  on  my  knees  and  then  also  my 
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shoulder  area  ...  upper  body.  Then,  at  that  time,  I  feel  a  lot  of  hurt 
feeling  on  my  shoulder,  both  sides,  right  here.  Then,  I  think  even  my 
ears  is  hurt  too  because  I  was  hitting  so  hard  up  here  inside  of  the  car. 
But  now  I'm  OK.    I  guess  I  got  real  strong  head,  I  don't  know!    I  was 
hitting  a  lot.    I  think  it  happened  to  everybody,  hit  a  lot.   But  all  this 
feeling  I  felt  after.    I  didn't  feel  at  that  moment.    I  didn't  feel  that 
this  feeling  when  I  got  out  of  the  car.    I  didn't  have  none  of  those 
feelings  at  that  time.    I  felt  maybe  almost  like  even  ten  hours  or  half  a 
day  later  or  so.   The  pain.   After  I  got  outside  ...  so  everybody  got  out 
their  cars  and  my  section  got  out,  about  7  or  8  people  there.   Then,  half 
of  them  got  really  hurt,  injured,  bleeding,  broken  ribs,  broken  ...  the 
backs.  The  leg,  you  know  what  I  have  to  fear  the  most?  When  earthquake 
happened  I  thought  I'm  going  to  be  dead,  that's  it!    I  didn't  think  I'm 
going  to  survive.   So,  I  want  to  forget  about  that  too,  because  that  was 
something  ...  miracle  happened.   When  fear  started  coming  after  earthquake 
stopped,  everybody  came  out  from  their  cars  and  all  of  us  stayed  in  the 
middle.  They  don't  want  to  stay  on  the  side  because  the  side  is  still 
look  like  ...  all  the  cracks  and  some  part  is  gone,  so  everybody  is  just 
scared  to  stay  on  the  side.  Then,  everyone  get  out  from  their  cars  and 
stay  in  the  middle.   We  got  stuck  up  there  for  twenty  minutes  and  that  ... 
I  scared  the  most!    I  thought  whole  structure  was  going  to  fall.  I 
thought  whole  structure  was  going  to  collapse  again.   I  was  ...  it  was  so 
funny.   I  didn't  even  realize  that  upper  deck  went  collapsed  to  lower 
deck.   I  didn't  even  know  that  until  I  saw  it. 

JM:    So,  when  you  ...  when  the  earthquake  happened,  you  didn't  have  a  real 
sensation  of  falling?  You  didn't  even  realize  the  freeway  had  fallen? 

SM:    I  realized  that,  but  I  didn't  know  that  it  fell  ...  just,  I  mean,  that's 
funny  ... 

JM:    You  didn't  realize  it  had  fallen  on  the  lower  deck? 

SN:    Actually,  I  thought  something  else.   I  don't  remember  seeing  ...  see,  I 
felt  a  lot  of  ...  all  the  upper  deck  come  down.   I  remember  boom  ...  boom 
...  just  coming  down.   But  I  didn't  really  know  that  all  the  upper  deck 
came  down  that  much  to  the  lower  deck.  That's  was  my  feeling.  Then,  I 
scared  a  lot,  I  mean,  for  twenty  minutes.   I  thought  why  they  don't  come 
fast  enough  to  save  all  of  us. 

JM:    So,  the  people  that  came  out  of  the  vehicles,  this  and  you  and 

there  were  some  other  individuals  too? 

SM:    Oh,  definitely.   There  were  these  Mexican  couple  with  the  two  children. 
They  are  very  small.   Then,  me  myself,  and  Mexican  family.  They 

are  about  middle-aged.   Maybe  too  small,  but  appear  five  years  of  small 
children.  Thank  God  the  children  are  OK.   I  thought  maybe  they  wear  a 
seatbelt  too.   Oh,  I'm  glad  that  I  wear  a  seatbelt. 

JM:    What  kind  of  car  was  the  Mexican  couple  in?  Do  you  know? 

SM:    I  don't  remember  anything  ... 
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JM:    But  you  all  gathered  together? 

SM:    Yes.   People  want  to  come  together.    I  mean,  everybody  is  holding  hands 
with  other  men.   That's  what  we  were  doing  there.   Me,  Mexican 
family  and  there  is  one  black  guy.   His  car  stopped  about  100  yards  behind 
me  on  the  left.   His  car  stopped  all  the  way  to  the  left,  the  fast  lane, 
and  then  I  think  his  car  ...  he  said  his  car  slipped  over.   Maybe  I 
misunderstood,  I  don't  know.   So,  he  hurt  his  spinal  badly.   Maybe  he 
didn't  wear  a  seatbelt,  I  don't  remember.    I  don't  know  his  face  now.  I 
don't  remember  his  name.   Only  thing  I  remember  is  he  hold  my  hand. 
That's  all  I  remember.   Then,  there  is  another  two  black  guys  who  drove  a 
Datsun,  black  ...  a  black  Datsun  ...  on  280  probably.   How  do  you  call 
that?  A  Datsun  280  or  300X  or  whatever.    Looked  like  kind  of  about  85 
year  old  model . 

JM:    It  was  a  sports  car? 

SM:    Yes.   Like  very  sporty.   Then,  he  drove  and  his  passenger  seated  next  to 
him  got  cut  badly,  all  bleeding  ... 

JM:    Is  this  the  car  that  rolled  over? 

SM:    No,  not  that  one.    I  think  the  one  that  rolled  over  is  the  small  pickup 
the  black  guy  drove  behind  me.   See.  because  there  were  two  black  ...  see, 
I  just  describe  this  way.   Me,  black  guy,  one  truck  flip  over, 

that's  down  right  here,  two  guys  off  on  this  inside  and  then  ...  yeah. 
Then,  a  truck  ... 

JM:    Now,  are  you  aware  of  any  of  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  that  were 

around  you  on  the  freeway  that  there  were  people  that  were  still  trapped 
or  missing  or  are  you  fairly  certain  that  all  these  people  were  accounted 
for  when  they  got  out  of  their  cars,  the  cars  that  were  around  you? 

SM:    Yes.   Yes,  I  think  everybody  got  out  from  their  cars. 

JM:    Now  if  you  can,  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the 

earthquake. 

SM:    Oh,  definitely  ...  the  movement  of  the  vehicle? 

JM:    Yeah,  the  movement  of  your  car  during  the  earthquake. 

SM:    It  goes  like  that  ... 

JM:    Now  you're  indicating  with  your  hands,  so  ...  was  it  going  up  and  down  or 
sideways? 

SM:    Both  ways  at  the  same  time.   It  goes  up  and  down  in  a  very  fast  movement, 
every  second  it  up  and  down.   Then,  it  goes  left  and  then  right  and  ...  I 
have  to  say  both.   Left  and  right  and  up  and  down  at  the  same  time.  I 
mean,  it  can't  be  same  time,  but  it  happened  that  way. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  hia-zoo 


JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling?  Can  you  say? 

SM:  Feeling? 

JM:    Falling.   Falling  out  from  under  you. 
SM:    I  don't  know  how  to  ... 

JM:    The  first  indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  falling.   Did  you  see 
any  columns  collapse,  or  did  you  see  the  roadbed  fall,  concrete  ...  did 
you  see  concrete  breaking? 

SM:    Yes!    I  saw  the  concrete,  some  concrete  falling.    I  mean,  come  to  me  ... 
in  front  of  me.    I  remember  I  went  over  it.  That's  what  I  remember. 
Then,  it  was  like  an  ocean  wave.   Concrete  go  shoooo,  like  that,  and  ... 

JM:  You're  talking  about  the  roadway  in  front  of  you? 

SM:  Right. 

JM:  It  was  like  an  ocean  wave?   Is  that  how  you  described  it? 

SM:  Yes.   Oh,  definitely.   Uh-huh,  that's  how  ... 

JM:  A  rolling  wave. 

SM:  Very  wavy,  very  wavy  ...  yes. 

JM:  So,  it  was  waving  up  and  down?  Or  how  would  you  describe  it,  the  wave? 
Or  would  that  be  the  best? 

SM:    More  I  remember  is  more  left  than  right,  falling  than  wave.  But  I  feel 
the  wave.   But  it's  not  a  soft  wave  like  the  ocean,  but  the  wave  moves  ... 
goes  up  and  down,  go  up  and  down.  More  like  a  wave,  but  more  ...  I  feel 
was  more  like  ...  my  car  is  jumping  left  and  right  and  more.   So,  that's 
how  I  felt.   So,  how  do  you  describe  ... 

JM:    It  was  going  left  to  right  more  than  it  was  ... 

SM:  Waving. 

JM:  Waving? 

SM:    Right.   But  I  have  both  feelings,  right. 
JM:    Yeah,  that's  fine.  That's  pretty  good. 

SM:    But  that's  really  hard,  though,  because  in  that  moment  ...  first,  for  one 
week  I  didn't  even  remember  anything.  Now  I  start  remembering  little  by 
little,  yeah. 
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JM:    Yeah.   So,  do  you  have  a  recollection  of  the  roadway  underneath  you  was 
falling  or  collapsed? 

SM:    I  felt  it  collapsing. 

JM:    You  did? 

SM:    I  felt  it,  especially  ... 

JM:    Now,  did  the  left  side  collapse  more  than  one  side,  or  did  it  all  come 
down  at  once?  Do  you  ... 

SM:    No.    It  doesn't  come  at  once.    Left  come  down  and  the  right  come  down  and 
then  fall  apart.   See,  it  didn't  come  boom  ...  boom,  like  that.    It  come 
like  the  left  side  is  shaky  and  then  fall  apart  and  the  right  side, 
whatever,  shaking  and  then  fall  apart.  That's  how  it  fell  apart.  Then 

•  •  • 

JM:    You're  indicating  with  your  hands  that  it  was  shaking  back  and  forth? 

SM:  Yes.  Oh,  definitely.   I  remembering  how  hard  it  felt.   I've  never  been  in 
an  accident. 

JM:  Now  were  you  in  good  health  prior  to  this,  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

SM:  Oh,  definitely. 

JM:  Now  do  you  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 

SM:  No,  I  wear  contacts. 

JM:  You  wear  contacts? 

SM:  I  wear  contacts. 

JM:  Did  you  have  them  on  when  you  were  driving  that  day? 

SM:  Urn- hum. 

JM:  Were  you  taking  any  medication  that  day,  or  drugs  or  alcohol? 

SM:  No,  no,  no. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  the  mechanical  condition  of  your  car  prior  to  the 
earthquake?  Was  it  really  in  good  shape  ...  it  was  a  new  car. 

SM:  '88  ...  new  car.    I  bought  it  one  year  old.   Definitely  a  new  car. 

JM:  Do  you  know  how  many  miles  were  on  the  car? 

SM:  I  think  a  little  under  30  thousand. 

JM:  How  did  you  get  off  of  the  structure  after  the  earthquake? 
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SM:    Everybody  came  ...  OK.   After  20  minutes,  they  brought  the,  how  do  you 
call  it,  ladder? 

JM:  Yes. 

SM:  Ladder. 

JM:  Firemen? 

SM:    Firemen  ...  looks  like  a  fireman.   I  don't  know.   They  wore  suits.  They 
don't  wear  fireman  uniforms.   They  wore  regular  clothing.    I  don't  know 
how  you  call  that  but  I  didn't  ask.   Then,  one  by  one,  they  climb  down  to 
the  ladder  ...  I  mean,  they  came  down  from  the  ladder,  one  after  another. 
Then,  since  I  was  so  scared  up  there,  I  think  it  was  right  after  I  came 
out,  I  think  I  fainted.   Yes,  so  they  carry  me.  Then,  people  are  very 
helpful  and  everybody  from  the  street  came  and  they  helped  everybody. 
Then,  they  lay  me  down  to  the  street  and  then  I  lay  down  for  about  oh,  20 
minutes  or  so,  about  half  an  hour.  was  next  to  me  and  then  ...  oh, 

and  then  we  ...  I'm  sorry!   I  just  have  to  ...  I'm  so  sorry!  That  was  so 
funny.  Mr.  Mengle,  that's  me. 

JM:    Oh,  for  heaven's  sake! 

SM:    I  don't  know  why.    I  mean,  I  got  so  scared  that  ...  that  was  in  Newsweek. 

JM:         lis  showing  me  a  picture  of  her  in  the  issue  of 

Nagazine  on  page  26.   And  ... 

SN:  That's 

JN:    ...  continuing  with  i     interview  on  Side  "BM.   Now  after  your  ... 

did  you  go  to  the  hospital  after  that,  or  ... 

SN:    No.   Do  you  mean  ... 

JN:    After  ... 

SN:    After  I  came  out  from  the  faint? 
JN:  Yeah. 

SN:    No.  Only  thing  I  worry  ...  I  didn't  feel  any  pain  that  day,  I  mean  that 
moment.   I  only  like  feel  extremely  nervous  and  worried  and  then  worry 
about  my  family  ...  my  brother  and  sister.   Because  my  brother  and  sister, 
they  were  all  working  in  San  Francisco.   So,  I  was  extremely  worried  about 
them,  how  they  are  doing,  and  again,  I  was  ...  at  that  time  when  I  left 
San  Francisco  at  4:30,  I  was  with  my  brother.   So,  my  brother  knew  exactly 
where  I  was. 

JN:    I  see. 

SN:    I  don't  want  him  worrying  about  me,  extremely  scared  about  something 

happened  to  me,  to  their  sister,  so  I  lay  down  for  awhile,  till  one  hour. 
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There  are  a  lot  of  injured  people  ...  they  have  to  go  to  hospital.  But 
there  are  actually  hours  on  the  line  from  the  ambulance  and  I  told 

I'm  OK  ...  why  don't  you  go  home?   I'm  worried  about  my  brother  and 
sister.   So,  we  asked  a  guy,  I  don't  know  his  name,  but  he  says  he  is  a 
principal  of  an  elementary  school  in  Oakland  and  he  lives  in  San 
Francisco.   So,  he  got  stuck  there,  he  couldn't  ao  back  to  San  Francisco. 
So,  we  asked  him  to  give  us  ride,  because  lived  in  Alameda  and  my 

parents,  my  family  live  in  Alameda  also.   So,  he  gave  us  ride. 

JM:    To  Alameda? 

SM:    Right.   By  the  time  I  got  to  Alameda,  it  was  maybe  around  eight,  quarter 
to  eight,  something  like  that  (inaudible).  Then,  I  ...  for  three  full 
days,  I  couldn't  move  at  all  because  all  of  my  upper  body  is  all  hurting 
me.    I  couldn't  even  take  ...  I  couldn't  raise  more  than  a  couple  inches 
from  my  upper  body.    I  figured  that's  muscle.   As  long  as  I  don't  have  any 
broken  bones,  I  think  I  am  lucky  so  I  am  safe.   I  just  thank  to  God. 
That's  all  feeling  ...  I  don't  want  to  go  to  hospital.   I'm  scared  to  go 
to  hospital.   I  want  to  stay  home  and  I  take  care  of  myself.   I  take  a  hot 
bath.   Then,  about  four  days  later,  start  to  slowing  down  and  then  for 
almost  five,  six  days,  I  don't  have  much  pain.   The  pain  I  start  to  have, 
all  the  bruise  pain.   Because  I  have  a  lot  of  bruise  at  that  time  and 
scratch  and  cuts.   Then,  my  brother  asked  me  to  go  to  hospital  so  I  said 
no.    I  work  in  Santa  Rosa  and  I  live  here  ...  Petal uma.    It  will  be  much 
harder  for  me  if  I  do  ...  if  I  have  to  see  a  doctor,  I  don't  want  to  go 
see  a  doctor  in  there,  over  there  at  ...  it's  going  to  be  really  hard  for 
me  to  commute,  so  it  depend  on  my  body  ...  how  it  feels.    I  want  to  wait 
for  a  week  and  I  come  to  the  Petal uma. 

JM:    So,  where  did  you  go  to  the  hospital? 

SM:    Right  here,  Petal uma  Valley  Hospital. 

JM:    What  day  was  that,  do  you  recall? 

SM:    That  was  the  day  ...  looks  like  the  ...  I  remember  going  there. 
JM:    The  earthquake  occurred  on  Tuesday. 

SM:    I  stayed  until  Sunday  in  Alameda;  I  stayed  a  whole  week.   I  didn't  get  up 
from  the  Alameda  and  then,  I  wait  to  see  how  I  feel  and  then  I  have  a  lot 
of  bruise  feeling  with  ...  oh,  here  you  go.    I  have  a  lot  of  bruise 
feeling  with  muscle  pain.   So,  I  thought  it  was  unimportant.   I  thought  it 
was  muscles,  so  I  just  take  care  of  my  body  almost  a  week.   Until  I  come 
back  to  ...  my  boyfriend  brought  me  to  Petaluma.    I  didn't  drive  ...  I 
don't  have  a  car  any  way!   Then,  I  wait  here  about  three,  four  days  and 
then  I  have  too  much  pain.   At  the  time,  I  start  to  have  a  pain  from  in  my 
leg  to  my  low  back,  so  that  the  day  when  the  hospital  ...  the  hospital  for 
emergency  was  October  27,  1989. 

JM:    So,  you're  doing  physical  therapy  now? 

SM:    Yes.   I  saw  doctor  twice  and  he  had  informed  me  to  (inaudible)  ... 
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physical  therapist  for  my  neck,  below  my  neck  to  my  shoulder.   I'm  having 
pain  on  my  left  side.    I'm  a  left-handed  person  ...  left  side  from  the 
neck  all  the  way  to  the  fingertips.   Then,  when  I'm  nervous,  it  aggravates 
but  still,  I  have  a  pain. 

JM:    Where  are  you  doing  physical  therapy? 

SM:  Where? 

JM:   Yes.  At  the  hospital  there? 

SM:    It's  basically  in  the  same  area.  This  is  the  same  area,  but  ...  yeah, 
Petal uma  Valley,  uh-huh. 

JM:   This  is  fine.   I  think  this  will  conclude  the  interview  then,  We'll 
turn  the  tape  off  at  1243  hours. 


I 
! 
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D-24,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson, 

#9945,  on  November  2,  1989,  at  approximately  1133  hours.  The  interview  was 
conducted  at  at  the  office  of  The 

statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that 
interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

RL:  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  #9945 
DM: 

SM:  (Attorney 
RL:  can  you  state  your  name  please. 

DM: 

RL:    All  I  want  you  to  do  basically  is  just  describe  to  me  what  happened  during 
the  earthquake?  What  you  were  doing,  and  what  lane  you  were  in,  how  fast 
you  were  going,  and  what  you  were  doing? 

DM:    I  was  sitting  in  the  third  lane  from  right.    I  was  driving,  then  all  of  a 
sudden  it  felt  like  I  was  having  a  flat  and  then  all  of  a  sudden  it  felt 
like  four  flats.    It  seemed  unreal.   I  started  slowing  the  truck  down  and 
the  next  thing  I  know,  I  was  headed  towards  the  rail;  no  control,  no 
brakes,  no  steering.   The  next  thing  I  knew  I  was  upside  down. 

RL:    Do  you  remember  how  fast  you  were  going  before  you  slowed  down  because  you 
thought  you  had  a  flat? 

DM:    55  or  maybe  slower  than  that. 

RL:    Do  you  take  that  route  often? 

DM:    Yeah.   Three  times  a  week. 

RL:    Three  times  a  week?  Do  you  have  anything  wrong  with  you  car  prior  to  that 
time? 

DM:  No. 

RL:  Had  you  taken  any  prescription  type  of  medication  or  anything  like  that? 

DM:  Just  left  work. 

RL:  Do  you  consider  yourself  in  good  health? 

DM:  Yeah. 

RL:  Do  you  wear  glasses? 

DM:  Yes. 

RL:  Are  you  restricted  to  wearing  glasses  while  you're  driving? 
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DM:  (Inaudible). 

RL:  Do  you  know  what  your  vision  is? 

DN:  (Inaudible). 

RL:  Do  you  have  any  recollection  of  the  traffic  flow  that  day? 

DM:  Mild  traffic. 

RL:  For  the  tape,  we  talked  earlier  about  a  cross  street  to  indicate  the 
approximate  location  on  the  freeway. 

DM:    I  really  couldn't  tell.   32nd  or  before  Grand. 

RL:    South  of  Grand  Street? 

DM:  Yeah. 

SM:    Do  you  have  an  alternative  way  that  you  could  identify  your  whereabouts  on 
the  freeway  that  you  feel  more  comfortable  with? 

DM:    I  was  starting  in  the  bank  of  a  turn  (inaudible) 

RL:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  other  vehicles  or  traffic?  Did  you  see  any 
cars  in  or  about  the  general  area  just  before  the  Quake? 

DM:    Just  before,  lets  see.   No  (inaudible) 

RL:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

DM:    The  truck  wobbled. 

RL:    Was  it  a  side  to  side  type  of  wobble? 

DM:    Well,  the  first  time,  it  was  like  a  little  drop,  like  a  tire  had  blown 
then  it  started  to  wobble  from  side  to  side. 

RL:    What  did  you  do  at  that  point? 

DM?    I  started  trying  to  slow  it  down. 

RL:    What  happened? 

DM:    I  hit  the  rail,  and  I  remember  being  upside  down.  The  next  thing  I 

remember,  I  was  sitting  in  the  truck,  I  don't  know  what  happened  between 
me  being  upside  down  (inaudible) 

RL:    Did  you  get  out  of  the  truck  yourself? 

DM:  Yes. 
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RL: 

DM: 
RL: 
DM: 
RL: 
DM: 
RL: 
DM: 

RL: 

DM: 

RL: 
DM: 

RL: 
DM: 
RL: 
DM: 
RL: 
DM: 
RL: 

DM: 
RL: 


When  you  got  out,  did  you  notice  any  other  vehicles  that  had  come  to  rest 
near  you? 

No. 

Was  there  anybody  walking  around? 
Yes. 

Right  near  your  car? 
Not  near  my  car. 
In  the  vicinity? 

In  the  general  vicinity,  yeah.    I  saw  one  lady.   She  got  out  of  her 
vehicle.   She  walked  over  to  another  car,  over  a  couple  of  lanes,  and 
asked  if  they  were  OK.   They  said  they  were  OK  and  she  went  to  get  down. 


One  of  the  things  you  told  me, 
wanted  to  jump  off. 


was  that  there  was  a  lady  who 


Yeah,  there  was  an  oriental  lady,  I  don't  know  her  name,  and  this  other 
lady,  I  seen  her  picture  in  the  newspaper,  she  came  over. 

Did  you  talk  to  this  person? 

Yes.  She  was  trying  to  tell  everybody  to  keep  calm.  It's  kinda  hard  to 
do. 

Do  you  know  what  kind  of  a  car  this  lady  got  out  of? 
No  I  don't  know  where  she  came. 
She  was  walking  on  the  freeway? 
Yeah. 

Do  you  remember  the  freeway  falling? 
No. 

Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  just  before  the  earthquake  or 
during  the  earthquake? 

During  the  earthquake?   I  remember  I  was  going  side  to  side. 
Thank  you,  I  have  nothing  further. 
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D-25,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

October  31,  1989,  at  approximately  1500  hours.   The  statement  was  tape 
recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:    Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 

JM: 

RH: 

PW:  could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name, 

please? 

JM: 

PW:    How  old  are  you,  ma'am? 

JM:    71  and  three-quarters.   No!   70  and  three-quarters.  Sorry! 

PW:    Your  current  address, 

JM:  California. 

PW:    Your  driver's  license  is 

JM:  Right. 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth,  ma'am. 
JM:  11/11/18. 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview? 
JM:  Yes. 

PW:    Your  current  phone  number,  ma'am? 

JM:    i  You  never  call  your  own  number! 

PW:    Prior  to  the  earthquake,  do  you  recall  where  you  were? 

JM:    Yes,  we  had  left  our  office  at  5  minutes  to  5,  and  we  are  in  Emeryville  at 
the  Powell  Street  turn-off,  and  we  approached  the  freeway  just  straight 
from  there. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  what  time  it  was  when  you  started  heading  toward  the  1-880 
freeway? 

JM:    It  would  have  to  be  close  to  5  o'clock. 
PW:    Five  o'clock.   Do  you  travel  this  route  often? 
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JM:  Very  often. 

PW:  What  direction  were  you  going  at  the  time? 

JM:  South  towards  San  Leandro. 

PW:  Where  were  you  coming  from  again? 

JM:  Emeryville. 

PW:  Was  the  traffic  heavy  at  that  time? 

JM:  Not  particularly. 

PW:  In  terms  of  vehicles  around  you,  do  you  recall  how  many  cars  were  around 
you  in  your  general  area? 

JM:  No.   We  just  remarked  that  the  traffic  was  light.   I  don't  remember. 

PW:  Do  you  remember  which  lane  you  were  in? 

JM:  Well,  no.   We  usually  travel  the  right  hand  lane  until  you  get  to  one  of 
those  turn-offs  and  then  we'll  go  into  the  other. 

PW:  Any  idea  what  your  speed  was  at  that  time? 

JM:  My  average  speed  is  around  55,  so  I  can't  recall  going  any  faster. 

PW:  How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle? 

JM:  Just  my  husband  and  myself. 

PW:  His  name  is? 

JM: 

PW:  At  what  point,  were  you  on  the  freeway  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

JM:  I'm  told  we  were  close  to  the  Grand  Avenue  turn-off. 

PW:  But  as  far  as  your  own  recollection,  you  don't  remember? 

JM:  No. 

PW:  You  were  close  to  the  Grand  Avenue,  right? 

JM:  Is  that  Grand  Avenue  down  there?  Yeah,  I  think  it  is. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  that  were  around  you  at  the  time? 

JM:  No,  I  don't. 
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PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  not  right  or  something 
was  wrong? 

JM:    I'm  sorry.    I  don't  recall  any  of  that.   The  first  thing  I  recall  from  the 
time  we  got  on  the  freeway  is  when  I  was  in  Herrick  Hospital  ...  no, 
Highland  Hospital  ...  and  they  were  just  completing  setting  my  leg.  That 
was  at  3:13. 

PW:    So,  between  the  time  the  earthquake  struck  until  you  woke  up  at  the 
hospital,  you  don't  recall  anything  that  transpired? 

JM:    I  don't  recall  a  thing,  right.   I'm  sorry  about  that. 

PW:    No,  that's  fine,  that's  fine.   Do  you  recall  getting  into  some  type  of 
accident  up  there  on  the  freeway  at  all,  or  anything  like  that?  Or 
striking  your  ... 

JM:    No.   No,  I  just  ...  it's  amazing.    I  remember  nothing! 

PW:    Well,  it  takes  time  sometimes.   Like  I  said,  the  body  has  a  way  of 
blocking  things  out  for  the  better. 

JM:    Yes.   Well,  I  think  it  took  care  of  me  in  this  situation. 

PW:    So,  when  you  woke  up  from  ...  you  realized  you  were  at  the  hospital,  which 
was  Highland  Hospital? 

JM:  Well,  I  asked  where  I  was,  or  how  I  got  there.  They  told  me  there  had 
been  an  earthquake  and  didn't  I  remember  it?  By  that  time,  I  had  been 
cleaned  up  and  my  leg  was  set.   The  clock  said  3:13! 

PW:    At  3:13? 

JM:    Yeah.   That  I  do  remember. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  anybody  at  the  hospital,  a  doctor's  name  or  anything,  that 
treated  you? 

JM:    No.    I  know  now  who  they  were,  because  the  doctor  that  set  my  leg  is  the 
doctor  that's  taking  care  of  me  now.   All  strangers! 

PW:  You  don't  recall  feeling  the  earthquake  at  all? 

JM:  No,  I  don't.   Nothing  ...  it's  weird! 

PW:  Are  you  required  to  wear  glasses  when  you  drive, 

JM:  No. 

PW:  So,  you  had  pretty  good  vision  at  that  time? 

JM:  Yes. 
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PW:  You  hadn't  taken  any  medication  or  anything  prior  to  driving  the  vehicle? 
JM:  No. 

PW:    Your  general  health  at  the  time,  before  the  earthquake? 
JM:    I  think  very  good. 

PW:    Do  you  have  anything  else  to  add?  Because  like  I  said,  you  probably 

didn't  remember  much  but  at  the  same  time,  did  I  fail  to  ask  any  questions 
that  you  might  want  to  add  or  anything? 

JM:    No.   Anything  else  that  I  would  add  would  be  something  that  somebody  else 
has  told  me.   Because  I  do  not  recall  any  of  it. 

PW:    That's  good.    I  don't  want  to  hear  what  other  people  tell  you. 

JM:    No.   That's  not  ... 

PW:    Basically,  that's  all  the  questions  I  have.    I'm  going  to  conclude  this 
interview  with  you.  The  time  right  now  is  approximately  1510  hours. 
Thank  you. 
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P-25A,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736, 

on  November  1,  1989,  at  approximately  1050  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted 
at  Alta  Bates  Hospital  in  Berkeley.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:     Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
MM: 

PW:  would  you  state  your  full  name,  please? 

MM: 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth  is? 

MM:    March  16,  1912. 

PW:    Your  current  address  is  ... 

MM: 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview,  sir? 
MM:    Yes,  you  do. 

PW:  on  October  17th  you  were  a  passenger  in  your  vehicle,  is  that 

correct? 

MM:  Right. 

PW:  You  were  sitting  where  ...  right  front  seat? 

MM:  Right  front  seat. 

PW:  Prior  to  entering  the  Interstate-880  freeway,  where  were  you  people  at? 

MM:  We  were  at  our  office  in  Emeryville. 

PW:  Your  wife  was  driving? 

MM:  Yeah. 

PW:  Her  name  again,  please? 
MM: 

PW:  You  were  headed  towards  where,  sir?  Do  you  remember  where  you  were  going? 

MM:    We  were  going  to  San  Leandro  to  pick  up  sister.  They  were  going  to 

do  something  during  the  evening  together. 
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PW:    Do  you  recall  how  heavy  the  traffic  was  at  the  time  when  you  entered  the 
Interstate-880  freeway? 

MM:    When  we  entered,  it  seemed  to  be  just  medium,  medium  traffic.   But  as  we 
began  to  get  up  on  to  the  overpass,  I  don't  recall  it  being  even  anything 
noticeable. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  exactly  where  you  people  were  on  the  freeway  when  the 
earthquake  struck? 

MM:    (No  response) 

PW:   The  approximate  distance  from  maybe  the  interchange,  or  where  you  entered 
the  freeway? 

MM:    (No  response) 

PW:    Let  me  repeat  that.   Do  you  remember  about  where  on  880  you  were  when  the 
earthquake  struck? 

MM:    We  had  just  topped  out  on  the  top  deck.   We  were  going  east  and  then 
starting  to  make  the  turn  to  go  south.  At  that  point,  I  saw  what  I 
thought  was  the  wall  was  of  the  lower  deck.   You  know  how  the  traffic 
comes  in  there  right  under  the,  right  under  that  point?   It  had  a  funny 
granulated  look  along  the  edge.  Not  that  it  makes  any  difference  ...  I 
don't  know  whether  it  has  any  reference  or  not.   But  I  saw,  that  and  as  I 
think  back  now,  it  would  have  the  impression  of  deteriorated  concrete. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  wasn't  right  or  something  was 
maybe  wrong? 

MM:  That. 

PW:    It  was  the  granulated  ... 

MM:    I  knew  it  was  the  lower  deck!   But  we  were  on  the  top  deck.   By  that  time, 
I  knew  where  that  car  was  going  to  land,  or  where  I  thought  it  was  going 
to  land. 

PW:    What  sensation  did  you  feel  at  that  point? 

MM:    Free  floating! 

PW:    Free  floating,  huh? 

MM:    Yeah.   We  were  out  there  with  nothing! 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  that  were  around  your  vicinity,  any  other 
cars  at  this  point? 

MM:    Not  at  that  point. 

PW:    Were  there  cars  in  front  and  back  of  you? 
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MM:    Going  on  to  it?   I  don't  recall  seeing  one  vehicle. 


PW:    Do  you  recall  seeing  other  vehicles  braking  or  doing  anything  at  that 
point  when  you  felt  that  free-floating  motion? 

MM:    No.    I  don't  know  what         was  doing.    I  thought  it  wouldn't  have  made 
any  difference!     Couldn't  hear  anything,  couldn't  ... 

PW:    What  happened  after  that  when  you  saw  the,  or  felt  the  car  floating  down? 

MM:    Well,  there's  a  little  ...  I  saw  that  edge  along  the  bottom.    I  was  trying 
to  figure  out  ...  when  you're  in  that  situation,  you're  trying  to  figure 
out  where  you're  going  to  land.   I  thought  well,  we  may  hit  that  wall  but 
we  were  parallel  over  the  wall  at  that  point. 

PW:    Do  you  know  what  lane  you  were  in?  Was  it  the  left  lane,  the  middle  lane, 
or  the  right  lanes? 

MM:  I  think  it  was  either  the  ...  it  was  in  the  left  lane.  Either  the  far 
left  or  the  next  one.  Then,  I  saw  ...  by  that  time,  we  were  going  due 
east.  The  car  was  going  due  east.  There  was  nothing  under  us,  but  it  was 
headed  that  way.  Then,  I  remember  the  thought  well,  before  long  we're 
going  to  have  trucks  and  cars  and  everything  else  under  us,  that  we're 
going  to  smash  right  into  it. 

PW:    You  say  you  were  on  the  top  deck? 

MM:    Top  deck. 

PW:    Did  the  freeway  give  way  where  you  were? 

MM:    The  freeway  was  gone,  laying  down  in  the  middle  on  the  bottom. 
PW:    Do  you  recall  driving  down?   I  mean,  your  car  going  down  towards  ... 
MM:    Well,  it  was  just  kind  of  ...  can  you  picture? 
PW:    Yeah,  I  can  picture  it  flattened  out. 

MM:  If  you  ...  let's  say  that  you're  going  down  the  road  ...  fast!  You  see  a 
bridge  in  the  distance,  right?  Everything  looks  normal  up  here.  But  you 
get  to  it  and  this  edge  is  down,  it's  gone. 


PW:    Did  you  see  that  portion  go  down? 


MM:    No.   No,  I  didn't  see  anything  go  down.    It  was  just  ...  it  was  already 
down.   So,  then  I  remember  right  about  that  time,  I  looked  as  far  as  I 
could  see  on  the  freeway  and  there  was  trucks,  tail  ends  of  trucks, 
sticking  up,  trees  and  buildings  on  each  side  still  standing.   I  knew  it 
was  an  earthquake.   There  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that's  what  it  was. 
Shortly  after  that,  we  came  to  a  stop  and  there  was  a  place  ...  you  know 
how  you  build  a  house  and  it's  got  a  sharp  gable  to  it?  Well,  this  is  ... 
what  I'm  looking  at  down  here  is  the  other  side  of  it.    It  would  be  this 
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side. 


PW:   Which  direction  are  you  coming  from? 

MM:    I'm  still  going  south.   We  never  did  change  directions.   So,  I  know  that 
until  we  hit  ...  and  then  I  think  it  rocked  and  rolled  and  thumped  and  ... 
but  everything  that  I  saw  at  that  point  was  looking  south  on  the  freeway. 

PW:    You  felt  a  rolling  motion  before  you  hit? 

MM:    No.   I  never  did  feel  any  motion.   But  I  remember  the  thought  going 

through  my  mind  that  Oh,  my  Lord!   If  we  hit  that  ...  it  was  so  steep  and 
if  you  hit  the  car  like  this,  it  would  just  have  dropped  back.  You 
wouldn't  have  any  chance  of  going  on  over  if  you  hit  it,  say,  down  here. 
Well,  I  thought  Boy,  I  don't  know  what's  going  to  happen  ...  and  by  that 
time,  it  had  already  happened.   To  my  knowledge,  that's  where  we  hit.  We 
just  stuck  there  like  we  couldn't  go  any  other  place. 


PW:    To  clarify  this,  the  portion  you  struck  came  up? 
MM:    It  was  already  up. 
PW:    It  was  already  up? 

MM:    See,  the  portion  that  I  was  looking  at  had  already  dropped  and  come  to 
rest  on  the  ... 

PW:    On  the  lower  deck? 

MM:    On  the  lower  deck,  right.  The  concrete  that  I  did  see  ...  well,  it  was 
all  concrete,  but  I  new  another  substance  went  through  it.   I  thought 
where  in  the  world  is  the  rebar  in  this  stuff?  No  rebar!   I  didn't  see 
...   generally  in  ...  Southern  California,  we  went  through  there,  and  you 
see  pieces  of  the  rebar  sticking  out.   I  didn't  see  any.   So,  I  thought 
well  ...  well,  I  didn't  have  time  to  pursue  that  thought. 


PW 
MM 
PW 
MM 
PW 
MM 
PW 
MM 


Where  did  your  car  end  up  when  it  came  to  a  stop?  Do  you  remember? 
Headed  south,  or  maybe  a  little  southwest. 
Still  on  the  top  deck? 
No!   The  top  deck  is  gone! 

So,  actually,  everything  that  you  were  on  had  collapsed  to  the  lower  deck? 
Yeah.  Then,  we  landed  on  top  of  whatever  collapsed  to  the  lower  deck. 
Like  an  inverted  "A"? 
Yeah. 
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PW:    Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  around  you  that  came  close  to  where  you 
were? 

MM:    Well,  there  was  not  too  many  vehicles.   There  was  a  large  truck  and 

trailer  rig  down  the  road  quite  a  little  bit  from  us.   At  first,  I  could 
see  it  pretty  distinctly  but  then  it  began  to  burn  ...  or  other  vehicles 
did.   I  didn't  see  any  actual  flames,  but  the  stuff  underneath  that  had 
collapsed  had  begun  to  smoke  and  ... 

PW:    Did  you  see  any  of  the  side  structure  buckling  or  giving  way  prior  to  you 
guys  crashing? 

MM:    No,  I  didn't. 

PW:    No,  huh? 

MM:    We  were  just  out  there  in  space. 

PW:    How  far  could  you  see  in  front  before  you  ... 

MM:    I  could  see  clear  down  to  where  the  freeway  made  the  turn  to  go  east  again 
toward  the  Broadway  ...  I  mean,  we  were  approaching  ... 

PW:    Did  you  see  any  type  of  motion  in  front?   Did  the  structure  ... 

MM:    Just  the  occasional  truck  driver  running  up  ...  there'd  be  two  or  three  of 
them  together  trying  to  find  people  they  could  help.    I  didn't  see  anybody 
close  to  us.   The  guy  came  over  and  said,  "are  you  all  right"  and  we  said, 
■yes."   He  said,  "well,  there's  some  other  people  just  ahead  of  you  here 
that  are  in  pretty  serious  condition  and  we'll  be  back  to  you  as  soon  as 
we  can." 

PW:    What  type  of  injury  did  you  sustain  from  the  impact  with  the  structure? 

MM:    Just  a  compression.   Actually,  I  got  mashed  right  down  into  the  seat.  It 
fractured  the  vertebrae  in  my  back,  some  of  them.    I  don't  know  how  many. 

PW:    Anywhere  else  where  you  were  hurt? 

MM:    The  chest.    I  told  Mother  when  she  got  to  me  and  she  said,  "well,  I  got  a 
broken  leg  ...  what  do  you  got?"   I  said,  "well,  I  got  a  crushed  chest,  I 
think.    I  can't  breathe."   It  seemed  like  it  was  so  ...  the  feeling  like 
that. 

PW:    You  were  wearing  your  three-point  safety  restraint  system,  were  you  not? 
MM:  Yeah. 

PW:    Where  else  were  you  injured,  Mr.  ? 

MM:    There  must  be  something  with  this  leg  because  it  was  ... 

PW:    Which  leg?  The  left  leg? 
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MM:    Left  leg.   From  here  ... 
PW:    From  your  hip  down? 

MM:    Well,  from  about  midway  in  that  calf,  or  whatever  you  call  it,  down  to  the 
kneecap  the  leg  is  fine. 

PW:    Do  you  feel  pain  around  that  area? 

MM:    Just  numbness,  that's  all.   No  feeling  at  all. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  striking  it  on  the  dash  or  anything  like  that? 

MM:    No.  I  recall  seeing  the  dash,  but  after  Mother  got  through  it.   The  dash 
had  completely  been  smoothed  ...  well,  I  shouldn't  say  completely;  I'm 
exaggerating  a  little  bit,  but  ...  my  first  mental  picture  was  that  she 
...  I  don't  know  where  she  came  from,  but  she  fell  back  into  the  chair,  or 
into  the  seat  and  the  steering  wheel  was  completely  molded  into  the 
dashboard.  The  key  was  on,  but  you  couldn't  turn  it  ...  you  couldn't  do 
anything  with  it.  The  shift  lever  was  tight  in  one  position;  you  couldn't 
move  it. 

PW:    Was  your  wife  and  yourself  conscious  at  that  time? 

MM:    Yep.   She  said  that  there  was  some  things  that  she  couldn't  remember,  but 
I  never  ...  I  didn't  ...  I  wasn't  aware  that  I  lost  consciousness  anyplace 
there. 

PW:    Can  you  see  any  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around  you  getting  out  of  their 
cars  or  anything  like  that?  Or  trapped  in  them  that  you  may  recall? 

MM:    No.   It  was  amazing  though,  that  I  don't  know  how  ...  I  can't  really 
figure  this  out,  but  there  was  at  least  one  pickup  truck. 

PW:   That's  the  best  you  can  recall  as  far  as  vehicles  around  you?  A  pickup 
truck?  What  color  was  it? 


MM:    Year.   Dark  color  of  some  kind,  I  don't  know  what  color. 
PW:    Anybody  in  it?  How  many  people  were  in  it? 

MM:    Yeah.  At  least  one  man  got  out  of  it.   But  it  seemed  to  be  ...  there 
didn't  seem  to  be  anything  wrong  with  it. 

PW:    Is  there  any  way  you  can  describe  the  motion  of  the  earthquake? 

MM:    No.   It  happened  ...  it  happened  all  ...  we  weren't  connected  to  it. 

PW:    How  many  jolts  did  you  feel?,  or  you  don't  remember? 

MM:    Only  jolt  was  an  after  jolt.   It  was  ...  I  think  it  must  have  been  ...  we 
must  have  hit  twice.   Because  I  can  remember  Mother  being  kind  of  up  in 
the  corner  and  when  she  fell  back,  she  fell  with  her  right,  left  leg  kind 
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of  back  towards  that  part  of  the  vehicle.   She  said,  "well,  I  got  a  broken 
leg  and  a  broken  ankle  ...  what  do  you  got?"   I  said,  "well,  I've  got  a 
numb  leg  and  I  can't  ...  maybe  a  crushed  chest,  I  don't  know."   So,  I 
said,  "I  can't  breathe."   That  was  about  all  there  was  of  that.   But  the 
other  fellow  got  out  of  that  other  pickup  truck.   He  seemed  to  be  all 
right. 

PW:    Did  you  know  that  it  was  an  earthquake? 
MM:    Oh,  no  doubt  about  it  there. 

PW:    What  was  your  first  indication  that  it  was  an  earthquake? 

MM:    Well ,  I  had  a  kind  of  ...  I  told  you,  I  was  kind  of  surprised  that  I 
didn't  see  any  more  reinforcing  iron.   Then  ... 

PW:    But  what  was  the  first  clue  to  tell  you  that  there  was  an  earthquake  going 
on? 

MM:    Because  that  whole  freeway,  as  long  as  you  could  see,  down  to  where  you 
turn  south,  I  mean,  it  got  turned  east,  was  loaded  with  debris.  Nothing 
else  would  do  that  but  ... 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  freeway  structure  moving  at  all?  You  don't  recall  seeing 
that,  huh? 

MM:    No.    It  just  looked  to  me  that  it  just  dropped.   But  there  was  so  much 
going  on  ...  too  many  things  ... 

PW:  Yeah.   There  was  a  lot  and  ... 

MM:  But  I  did  see  the  fires.   I  never  did  see  a  real  flaming  fire,  just  dense 
black  smoke. 

PW:  How  long  were  you  on  the  structure  before  you  got  help?  Do  you  remember? 

MM:  I  think  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 

PW:  That  long,  huh? 

MM:  Yeah.   I  was  beginning  to  give  up  hope  that  anybody  could  get  there. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  anybody,  or  recall  any  names  of  people  that  really  went 
above  and  beyond  in  helping  people? 

MM:    That's  interesting,  they  all  did. 

PW:    There  were  a  few  that  really  risked  their  lives.   That's  why  I'm  trying  to 
find  out  if  you  recall  anybody  in  particular. 

MM:    But  I  didn't  get  a  chance  to  see  any  of  them  at  ...  well,  the  one  fellow 
came  up  to  the  window  and  talked  to  us  had  on  a,  just  a  plain  old 
workman's  hat  and  a  cloth,  what  do  you  call  it,  shirt. 
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PW:    Who  helped  you  down  from  the  freeway?  Do  you  remember?  Was  it  the  fire 
department  or  ... 

MM:    Well,  there  were  some  of  those  people  that  had  uniforms  and  that  type  of 
thing  that  were  doing  a  great  job.   But  I  heard  later  that  one  of  my 
friends  that  ...  I  think  he  works  there  at  that  ;  thing  ... 

had  a  cherry  picker  and  I  understand  he  was  the  one  that  took  Mother  down 
from  where  she  was,  but  I  ... 

PW:    You  don't  know  his  name  though? 

MM:    Yeah.  That  was 

PW:  ,  is  there  anything  that  you'd  like  to  add  that  I  did  not  ask  or 

that  you'd  like  to  say? 

MM:    That's  an  awful  hard  thing  to  ...  I  just  made  it  a  thought  that  I've  had 
since  that  time.   I  just  felt  that  ...  and  I  may  be  way  out  in  left  field 
on  this,  but  back  in  the  late  50 's  or  early  60's,  I  think  it  was,  when  we 
started  to  get  into  this  pre-stressed  concrete  ...  well,  I'm  not  an 
engineer  ...  no  way  ...  but  I  thought  how  in  the  world  can  they  take  and 
tighten  those  cables  up?  Then,  they  pour  in  the  concrete  and  then  that 
makes  a  rigid  ...  but  concrete  disintegrates  after  a  while  with  age  and 
that's  one  thing  to  think  about.   Now  put  that  thought  together  with  the 
tremendous  ...  how  could  you  ever  measure  the  fact  there's  a  vibration  ... 
well,  with  those  trucks  going  through  there,  as  many  as  there  are  in  a 
24-hour  period  and  it  didn't  seem  to  ...  that's  a  second  thought.    I  don't 
know  whether  this  makes  sense  or  not,  but  the  loaded  and  the  unloaded  seem 
to  vibrate  the  same  amount.   Which  meant  that  there  wasn't  a  really  true 
smooth  surface.   You  apply  vibration  to  old  concrete  and  ... 

PW:    There's  probably  a  lot  of  wear  and  tear  on  that  stretch  of  freeway  that's 
been  there  for  quite  a  while. 

MM:    A  terrible  amount  of  wear  and  tear?  That's  about  all  I  could  ... 

PW:    I'm  going  to  conclude  this  interview.  Thank  you  very  much,  _  . 

The  time  is  approximately  1114  hours. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS 


D-26,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092. 

on  November  2,  1989,  at  1500  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:     Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 

KM: 

JM: 

SM:    If  you  could  just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  what  happened;  where  you  were 
coming  from,  and  about  the  time  of  day  you  were  on  the  freeway. 

KM:    We  get  off  job  about  4:30.   Three  person  carpool  and  take  up  to 

University.   When  we  get  up  to  the  Highway  880  past  the  first  exit  ...  I 
think  it  is  14th  Street?  Not  too  long.   Then,  suddenly  my  car  just  swing, 
swing  maybe  two  or  three  times. 

SM:    Swing  from  the  left,  from  left  to  right,  left  to  right? 

KM:    Right.    I'm  driving  on  the  second  left  lane,  second  left  from  the  left. 

SM:    The  #2  lane. 

KM:    Then,  the  car  swing.   First  we  think  maybe  we  get  a  flat  tire.   But  I  feel 
that  is  not  the  problem,  because  when  you  get  a  flat  tire,  the  car  will  go 
one  direction,  right? 

SM:  Right. 

KM:    But  the  car  swing.   Then,  I  feel  the  car  go  up  and  down,  so  I  think  that's 
an  earthquake.   But  after  a  few  seconds,  I  just  hear  a  big  sound  and  then 
maybe  something  crash.   I  can't  see  anything.    I  feel  the  earthquake  maybe 
just  five  or  six  seconds,  very  soft.   After  the  earthquake,  someone  told 
me  the  time  is  about  15  seconds.   So,  maybe  I  lost  my  feeling  for  maybe 
some  time.   When  I  wake  up,   everybody  in  the  car,  they  just  yell  because 
everyone  hurt  their  back.   They  cannot  move  at  all.   My  hand  and  my  feet  I 
can  move,  but  I  can't  leave  my  seat  because  my  back  really  hurt.   The  car, 
I  look  around  ...  the  car's  all  OK.   But  in  the  inside,  the  mirror  ...  the 
bent  mirror  is  gone.    I  don't  know  where  it  goes.   I  try  to  open  the  door, 
but  both  on  the  left  hand  side  cannot  open.    I  told  my  friend  to  open  the 
door  on  the  right  hand  side.  They  both  can  open.   But  he  can  see  the  cars 
very  close  to  the  edge.   There  is  no  more  fence  over  there. 

SM:    The  guardrail  was  gone? 

KM:    Yeah,  it's  gone.   Then,  I  told  them  to  try  to  leave  the  car,  but  nobody 
can  move.   Then,  I  just  sit  there.   I  look  around.   It's  very  quiet,  the 
whole  area.   You  cannot  hear  anyone  for  maybe  five  minutes,  something  like 
that.   Nobody  come  out  from  the  car  and  I  look  on  the  street.   All  the 
houses  OK.   Only  the  Cypress  Structure  has  fallen  down,  but  all  the  houses 
OK.   Then,  about  couple  of  minutes  later,  I  can  see  the  helicopter.  Then, 
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we  raise  our  hand  on  the  window,  through  the  window.   But  I  think  ... 
investigation  ...  maybe  we  have  to  wait  for  long  time.   Nobody  can  come  to 
help  us  because  we  are  on  the  top  of  the  freeway.   So,  I  tell  them  don't 
yell,  just  sit  there  and  wait  for  the  rescue.    I  guess  after  maybe, 
maybe  ten,  twenty  minutes,  I  saw  somebody  show  up  on  the  top  of  the 
freeway.  They  go  one  by  one  all  over  the  car  and  try  to  help  the  people 
get  hurt  in  the  car.   When  they  come  to  us,  they  told  us  leave  the  car, 
but  we  told  them  we  cannot  move.   Then,  some  men  go  to  our  back  to  look  at 
other  car  and  then  later,  other  people  come  in.   They  take  us  out  from  the 
car  one  by  one  and  use  some  coats  and  something  in  the  back  seat  in  the 
back  in  my  car  for  on  the  freeway.  Then,  we  lay  down  on  the  middle  of  the 
freeway.  At  that  time,  I  feel  the  aftershock. 

SM:    It  had  to  be  scary! 

KM:    It  was  very  strong.   Then,  I  remember  those  people.  ,  my  friend, 

asked  them  where  they  come  from.  They  said  they  are  in  the  building. 
After  earthquake,  they  come  up.   So,  I  think  they  climb  up  from  the  broken 
freeway  and  then  go  to  the  top.   Then,  later  I  saw  some  soldier.  They 
have  the  uniform,  I  guess  they  are  from  the  Oakland  Army  Base.  After  the 
first  aftershock,  I  guess  about  maybe  a  half -hour,  then  they  move  us  to 
the  left  hand  side.   Somebody  used  a  forklift;  put  two  big  containers 
together,  and  raise  up  the  container.  That  lift  up  here.  Then,  they  move 
all  of  us  to  the  container  and  brought  down  and  use  the  other  forklift  to 
move  us  down  to  the  street. 

SN:    Then,  did  you  go  in  an  ambulance  to  the  hospital,  or  ... 

KM:   Not  right  away.   Other  people  come  to  help  us.  They  tell  us  move  the 

hands,  move  the  legs,  try  to  determine  how  bad  is  our  situation.   But  all 
five  persons  still  OK,  only  hurt  a  bit.   I  think  my  wife  is  very  much  ... 
she  said  a  few  times  she  passed  away  and  feel  very  pain.  Then,  later 
maybe  some  people,  maybe  reporter,  they  ask  me  some  information.   I  still 
can't  talk.   Somebody,  they  just  told  the  people  I'm  a  nurse,  can  I  help, 
do  something?  Lot  of  warranty  (?)  over  there.   I  don't  know  how  long. 
Somebody  moved  off  persons  in  my  car  except  my  wife.   They  told  me  there 
is  a  school  bus  with  changes  inside,  because  the  tire,  my  head  I  cannot 
turn  and  I  can't  see  anything,  only  can  see  the  top.  There  is  no  interior 
inside. 

SM:    All  the  seats  are  out? 


KM:    Yeah.  Nothing  ...  no  seat  on  the  car,  in  the  car.  Then,  they  tie  us 

almost  to  the  top  ...  yeah,  evenly.  Then,  they  drive  the  school  bus.  In  a 
very  short  time,  it  is  overhead  and  it  stooped  there.   The  ambulance  come 
in,  move  me  and  the  other,  my  friend  1,  moved  her  to  the 

ambulance.  First  they  say  they  send  me  to  Highland  Hospital,  but  I  don't 
know  why.   Later  on  they  send  me  to  Hayward  Kaiser. 


SM:    Do  you  have  Kaiser  insurance? 

KM:    No.  They  just  send  me  to  Kaiser.  The  reason  he  send  me  and 

because  she  cannot  talk  too  much  English,  so  they  tell  the  people  to  put 
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us  together. 
SM:    So,  you  can  translate? 

KM:    Yeah,  so  I  can  translate.   But  later  on,  sent  to  Hayward  Kaiser 

too.    I  don't  know  where  is  my  wife,  where  is  _.    I  don't  know 

where  they  are.   So,  some  volunteer  in  the  hospital,  they  tell  us  give  the 
phone  number  contact,  our  families.   Then,  I  told  them  try  to  contact  and 
see  where  is  my  wife  and  Maybe  after  two  or  three  hour,  they 

find  out  my  wife  is  stay  in  the  Highland  Hospital  and  is  sent 

to  Alameda  Hospital . 

SM:    Everybody  ...  the  hospitals  just  didn't  have  enough  room  for  everybody  and 
I  guess  they  just  spread  out.   Do  you  travel?  You  were  in  San  Francisco? 

KM:    From  San  Francisco. 

SM:    You  work  in  San  Francisco? 

KM:    Yes.   We  all  work  in  San  Francisco. 

SM:    So,  you  travel  that  route  then  everyday? 

JM:    Yeah,  everyday  for  six,  seven  years  now. 

KM:    Before,  I  not  use  my  car.   I  always  use  my  friend's  car.   But  about  a 

month  ago,  my  friend  find  other  job.   He  cannot  take  the  carpool  so  I  use 
my  car  and  it  just  ...  Driving  about,  I  think  this  is  second  week. 

SM:    How  was  the  traffic?  Was  it  lighter  than  normal,  or  heavy,  or  ... 

KM:    It  was  very  light.    I  can't  see  too  many  car  on  the  freeway,  on  the  top  of 
the  freeway. 

SM:    Was  that  unusual? 

KM:    Unusual.   Usually  it's  almost  bumper  to  bumper,  very  heavy.   But  that  day 
is  not  too  heavy. 

SM:    So,  you  were  driving  in  the  second  lane,  #2  lane.   Do  you  remember  about 
how  fast  traffic  was  going,  about  how  fast  traffic  was  moving? 

KM:    I  think  the  normal  speed  about  55  miles,  something  like  that.  Because 
when  you  go  up  from  the  freeway  here,  it  is  45.   When  you  pass  there,  then 
you  can  go  up  to  55.   Then,  I  changed  the  lane  to  the  left,  the  second 
left  lane. 

SM:    So,  after  you  went  through  the  Maze  and  got  on  880,  then  the  speed  was 
about  55?  That's  when  you  were  in  the  #2  lane? 

KM:  Yeah. 

SM:    All  together,  how  many  people  are  in  your  car? 
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KM:  Five. 

SM:    What  I'll  do  is  Til  make  sure  that  we  have  the  names  and  addresses  of  all 
the  passengers,  but  I'll  get  that  all  when  we  get  off  the  tape.   So,  you 
think  that  you  were  probably  around,  let's  see  ...  28th  Street  ...  when 
you  felt  the  earthquake?   Is  that  right? 

KM:    If  you  want  to  look  at  one  with  my  car,  look  at  the  video  tape  from  the  TV 
station  because  I  saw  once. 

SM:    You're  on  the  video  tape  on  the  TV  station.   We  can  pinpoint  it  that  way. 
Now,  you  said  that  the  first  thought  you  had  as  your  car  pulled  to  the 
right,  or  to  the  left  first.  Which  way  did  ... 

JM:    From  left  to  right  first. 

KM:    From  the  second  lane,  then  I  swing  maybe  two  times. 

SM:    So,  it  swung  to  the  right  first  and  then  back  to  the  left? 

KM:  Yes. 

SM:    Do  you  ...  did  it  bounce  up  and  down  some?  Did  it  move  up  and  down  as 
well? 

KM:    I  can  see  the  freeway  ...  it  goes  up  on  the  hill,  looks  like  ...  because 
at  that  point  it's  very  flat,  right?  Just  down,  little  bit  down.   But  at 
that  time  when  the  earthquake  happened,  I  can  see  the  road  is  just  like  a 
hill. 

SM:    So,  the  freeway  is  rolling  then,  like  a  wave? 
KM:  Yeah. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  anything  else  about  the  other  cars  around  you  while  you  were 
stilT  moving? 

KM:    I  can't  remember  what  cars  are  ... 

JM:    I  do  not  see  the  car  ... 

KM:    I  see  some  cars  are  wrong,  but  there  are  too  many.  Because  I  concentrate 
on  my  car  when  the  car  swings. 

SM:    After  it  started  doing  that,  what  did  you  do?  Did  you  brake  or  did  you 
try  to  steer  to  the  side,  or  ... 

KM:    I  don't  try  to  steer  the  car,  because  you  can't  control  it.   It  just  ... 
the  wheel  is  stay  in  the  same  position,  but  the  car  swing. 

SM:    The  wheel  is  staying  straight,  but  the  car  is  moving? 

KM:    Yeah.  Then,  I  just  try  to  slow  down  the  speed.   I  don't  ...  I  know  I 
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cannot  just  stop  very  quick.   Because  then  maybe  you  get  a  turn  and  go 
around,  so  I  stop  slowly.   But  before  I  complete  stop  the  car,  I  think  the 
crash  is  happen.   When  the  car  stop,  I  can  see  ...  when  I  move  out  from 
the  car,  I  can  see  the  whole  car  is  ...  the  bottom  is  touch  the  freeway. 
Some  tires  get  flat  and  the  wheel,  the  wheel  frame,  is  ruin. 

SM:    So,  your  car  then  ...   the  bottom  of  your  car  hit  pavement  then  several 
times  and  it  caused  the  tires  to  go  flat  and  bend  the  rim,  bent  the  rim  of 
the  tire. 

KM:    I  don't  know  what  happened,  but  I  can  see  my  car,  the  bent  wheel,  just 
lose  support  back  here  because  the  part  of  the  road  dropped  down.  The 
bent  wheel  is  here  like  that.  The  body  is  just  lay  on  the  freeway.   I  see 
the  gasoline  is  leaking. 

SM:    What  lane  did  your  car  come  to  a  stop  in? 

KM:    Right  lane. 

SM:    The  farthest  right  lane  over? 

KM:    The  farther  right  lane.   When  we  open  the  door,  I  can  see  maybe  three  or 
four  feet  room  there. 

SM:    Are  you  next  to  the  guardrail  then?  The  guardrail's  right  off  to  your 
right? 

JM:    No  guardrail . 

SM:    The  guardrail  was  gone? 

KM:    No,  no  guardrail . 

SM:    Had  it  broken  off? 

KM:  Yeah. 

SM:    So,  you  couldn't  get  out  of  ...  you  could  open  the  doors  on  the  right 
side,  but  you  couldn't  get  out  of  your  car  because  of  your  pain?  Where 
were  you  feeling  your  pain? 

KM:    In  the  back. 

SM:    Any  place  else?   Is  this  scar  from  the  accident  or  is  that  from  ... 

KM:    Yeah.   Something  cut  my  head  here. 

SM:    So,  you  hit  your  forehead  on  something? 

KM:    I  don't  know  where  I  hit  it,  but  I  can  see  the  view,  the  view  mirror,  the 
position  all  change  and  too,  those  sun  side,  those  things  ... 


SM: 


The  visor? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL   

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-zzb 


KM:    Yeah.  Those  things  just  were  out. 

SM:    They  were  out.   Your  head  was  hurt,  your  back  was  hurt.   Anything  else? 
KM:  No. 

SM:    How  about  everybody  else  in  the  car?  What  were  their  injuries?  Let's 
start  with  the  passenger  next  to  you? 

KM:    Next  to  me  is  is  She  hurt  her  back,  cannot  move  at  all  and  is 

very  pain. 

SM:    In  the  right  back  seat? 

KM:    Right  back  seat  is  She  hurt  her  back  too  and  big  bump  here, 

almost  like  a  red  ball  here. 

SM:    A  bump  as  big  as  your  fist  then?  Then,  in  the  middle  back  was  your  wife? 

KM:    The  left  rear  ... 

SM:    She  hurt  her  back? 

KM:    Hurt  back.   Her  leg  too. 

SM:    Her  leg? 

JM:    Yeah.   Because  my  leg  ...  it  was  because  I  was  sitting  in  the  middle  and 
my  two  legs  was  separate  for  each  one.   One  was  on  the  driver's  seat  and 
the  other  one  on  the  other  side.   So,  when  the  earthquake  come,  my  foot 
was  sliding  over,  so  there  was  ...  the  whole  thing  was  twisted.   So,  I 
have  a  broken  hip  and  ankle.   My  ankle  and  my  mouth,  toes  was  broken. 
(Inaudible) 

SM:    Then,  in  the  left  back,  who  was  ... 

KM:    It  was  my  friend.   She  hurt  her  back  too. 

JM:    Then,  she  was  in  ...  then  was  overlying  on  me.   I  was  over  lying 

on  my  left  side.   Then,  man  come  and  he  comment,  "Can  you  move  your  body, 
to  keep  off  my  body?"   I  tell  him  I  try.   I  tried;  I  tried,  but  I 
couldn't.  Then,  I  think  finally  I  tried  two  times  and  _  moved  and 

then  I  moved  myself.   Then,  I  think  I  passed  again,  before  they  move  us 
out  from  the  car. 

SM:    So,  everybody  got  out  of  your  car.  The  Army  people  came  and  got  you  all 
out  of  the  car? 

KM:    No.   It  was  some  citizens. 

SM:    Citizens  got  you  out  of  the  car  and  just  laid  you  down  there  on  the 
freeway? 
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KM:  Uh-huh. 

SM:    It  was  the  Army  people  that  helped  you  get  off  the  top,  onto  the 

containers?  Now  you  were  treated  then  first  at  Highland  and  then  at 
Kaiser  Hayward? 

KM:    I  direct  goes  to  Kaiser,  Hayward. 

SM:    Oh,  you  went  directly  to  Kaiser,  Hayward? 

KM:    First  they  told  me  they  will  send  me  to  Highland,  but  I  don't  know  why 
they  changed  their  mind. 

SM:    So,  you  went  to  Kaiser,  Hayward.   Do  you  remember  any  of  the  cars  that 
were  around  you,  stopped  around  you?  Do  you  remember  any  other  vehicles 
right  around  where  your  car  stopped? 

JM:    Yeah,  I  remember  on  my  ... 

KM:    Not  too  close. 

JM:    Yeah,  not  too  close. 

SM:    Let  me  get  ...  when  I  tape  record  you,  let  me  have  you  tell  me  on  that 
tape,  OK?  Then,  if  you  remember  any,  why  don't  you  tell  me  on  this  tape. 

KM:    I  remember  two  groups  of  cars.   One  is  on  the  right  hand  side,  maybe  three 
or  four  cars,  crashed  together.   Far  away,  on  the  left  hand  side,  I  saw  a 
big  truck.    I  think  that  other  car  is  a  Volkswagon;  but  it  was  the  old 
style. 

SM:    Like  a  bus,  or  a  bug? 

KM:    No,  a  bug.   Yeah,  I  remember  ...  it  looked  like  a  white  bug  ...  crashed 
with  the  truck. 

SM:    So,  there  was  a  white  Volkswagon  that  crashed  into  the  truck?  Was  it  a 
big  rig  with  a  trailer  on  it,  or  just  a  big  truck? 

KM:  Just  a  big  truck. 

SM:  Did  it  have  a  trailer? 

KM:  No  trailer. 

SM:  No  trailer  ...  that  was  ahead  of  you  to  the  left? 

KM:  Yeah. 

SM:  What  was  the  other  group  of  cars? 

KM:  The  other  groups  of  cars  was  on  the  right  hand  side  in  front  of  my  car. 
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SM:    What  kind  of  cars  were  they?  Do  you  remember? 
KM:    I  can't  remember,  no. 

SM:    Who  else  ...  did  you  see  other  people  that  were  in  their  cars  get  out  and 
walk  around?  Did  you  see  anybody  else? 

KM:    I  didn't  see  anybody.   They  get  out  from  their  cars  and  then  they  show 
up.   A  long  time  later,  I  saw  somebody  very  far  away.   Somebody  show  up 
there  by  those  cars,  but  I  guess  they  are  not  from  the  cars.   They  are 
from  the  street. 

SM:    Prior  to  the  earthquake,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol  or  taken  any 
medicine  of  any  kind? 

KM:  You  mean  before  the  earthquake? 

SM:  Yes  ...   24  hours.   In  that  day  before  it  happened,  OK? 

KM:  No.   I  never  drink  alcohol. 

SM:  How  about  any  prescription  medicines?  Take  any  medicines  or  drugs? 

KM:  No. 

SM:  Do  you  have  any  vision  restrictions?  Do  you  need  your  glasses  to  drive? 

KM:    Yeah,  the  same  glass.   This  one,  when  I  see  my  ...  glass,  I  throw  away  by 
the  window.   All  this  too,  too  loose.   I  try  to  bend  it  back  and  then  I 
use  it. 

SM:    So,  you  were  wearing  your  glasses  at  the  time? 
KM:  Yeah. 

SM:    Before  all  this  happened,  do  you  consider  yourself  in  good  health? 
KM:  Yes. 

SM:    Do  you  know  where  your  car  ...  is  your  car  still  at  the  tow  yard  right 
now?  Still  at  A&B,  or  did  your  insurance  ... 

KM:    It's  still  at  A&B. 

SM:    You  just  turned  it  over?  You're  going  to  sign  it  over  to  the  insurance 
company? 

JM:    No.  We  sign  it  over  and  send  it  to  the  insurance  company. 
KM:    I  send  the  pink  slip  to  the  A&B. 

SM:    I  think  that  does  it  for  you.   Thank  you  very  much.   OK,  I'm 
going  to  end  the  tape  now. 
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P-26A,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092.  on 

November  9,  1989,  at  1000  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Union  City.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:     Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
SK: 

T:  .  (Translator) 

Each  question/remark  by  Investigator  Mitchell  is  translated  by  T  to  SK,  then 
SK's  response  is  translated  back  to  SM  by  T.   Only  the  Translator's  responses 
are  shown. 

SM:    If  you  just  want  to  have  her  start  telling  me  what  happened  from  the  time 
that  she  left  work  and  then  all  the  way  through. 

T:     She  said  that  once  she  got  in  the  car,  and  then  she  remembered  when  we 
passed  the  Bay  Bridge,  and  then  just  barely  past  the  Bay  Bridge,  she  say 
she  remember  barely  past  the  Bay  Bridge,  and  then  she  saw,  she  saw  the 
waving  and  then,  then  she  say  she  feeled  the  whole  thing  crack  and  she 
couldn't  move  at  all . 

SM:    She  felt  the  whole  thing  move  up  and  down,  or  ... 

T:  She  said  that  she  just  remember  the  car  was  up  and  down  for  couple  of 
times,  and  then  she  was  pinned  there,  just  cannot  move.  She  felt  the 
pain,  she  felt  a  pain  already. 

SM:    How  did  the  freeway  appear  to  her?  Did  it  go  up  and  down?  When  she 
looked  at  the  freeway,  did  she  see  the  freeway  go  up  and  down,  or  move 
side  to  side? 

T:     She  says  up  and  down.   She  feel  the  motion  of  shaking  up  and  down,  couple 
times.   She  say  she  did  not  pass  away,  and  then  she  felt  a  pain  in  the 
back,  and  then  she  couldn't  move  at  all.   But  she  saw  the  thing  that  she 
would  notice  the  up  and  down. 

SM:    How  often  had  she  been  travelling  back  and  forth  between  San  Francisco  and 
Union  City?   I  mean,  is  it  just  the  two  weeks  since  she  moved  here?  How 
many  times  has  she  taken  that  same  route  back  and  forth? 

T:     She  said  that  just  since  the  week  we  pick  her  up.  That's  the  first  time 
she  travel  Bay  Bridge  from  San  Francisco  to  Union  City. 

SM:    For  just  a  week.   How  would  she  describe  the  traffic  that  day? 

T:     She  said  that  it  just  after  the  work  and  then  she  saw  the  traffic  just 
like  usual. 

SM:    It  was  after  work  and  she  thought  the  traffic  was  just  about  usual.  Does 
she  remember  anything  about  the  other  cars  around  her? 
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T:     She  cannot  remember  anything. 

SM:    The  first  ...  when  did  she  first  feel  something  was  wrong?  When  she  saw 
the  freeway  moving  or  she  felt  the  car  move? 

T:     She  said  that  first,  first  she  saw,  look  at  the  street  signs  because  she 
was  sick  stomach.   She  look  on  her  window,  left  hand,  right  hand  side  and 
she  saw  little  smoke  come  out,  and  then  she  saw  the  freeway  is  waving,  and 
then  the  car  and  then  follow  the  up  and  down. 

SM:    So,  she  was  sitting  then  in  the  right  front  seat  next  to  the  driver? 

T:     Uh-huh.  She  said  at  first  she  saw  a  little  smoke  come  out  from  the  ... 
she  said  she  saw  the  smoke  come  out  and  then  follow-up  is  the  freeway  was 
moving  and  then  the  car  was  following  the  moving,  dropping  and  then  she 
couldn't  move  at  all . 

SM:    Was  she  wearing  her  seat belt? 

T:  No. 

SM:   No  seat  belt.  Did  the  car  ...  after  the  car  started  going  up  and  down, 
then  did  it  come  to  a  sudden  stop? 

T:     She  said  she  just  ...  she  couldn't  tell  already.   She  just  feel  the  up  and 
down. 

SM:    Up  and  down.   When  everything  stopped,  did  she  feel  that  she  was  injured? 
Did  she  feel  hurt? 

T:     She  says  that  after  everything  stopped,  she  felt  the  spinal  and  the  legs 
cannot  move  at  all.   Only  the  hand  can  move. 

SM:    She  could  only  move  her  hands.  Her  spine  and  her  legs,  she  can't  move? 
Before  ...  say  twelve  hours  before  any  of  this  happened,  had  she  consumed 
or  taken,  drinking  any  alcohol  or  taken  any  drugs? 

T:  No. 

SM:  Does  she  have  anything  wrong  with  her  eyes?  Does  she  wear  glasses? 

T:  No. 

SM:  Does  she  consider  herself  to  be  in  good  health  before  her  injuries? 

T:  Yes. 

SM:  Does  she  know  what  the  doctor  diagnosed  her  injuries  as? 

T:  She  said  the  doctor  told  her  that  the  spinal  had  some  bones  crashed  and 
had  to  take  a  lot,  the  crash  was  overlapping  on  the  nerve  and  the  nerve 
that  makes  her  feel  pains  on  her  legs,  and  so  have  to  take  out  the  bones. 
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SM:    So,  the  bones  were  ... 
T :     Removed . 

SM:    So,  the  bones  were  sitting  on  her  nerves  and  causing  her  a  lot  of  pain  and 
they  removed  those? 

T:  Uh-huh. 

SM:    What  hospital  did  she  go  to? 

T:     She  went  three  hospitals.   First  she  was  in  Kaiser,  Hayward  with  my 

husband  together.   Then,  Kaiser,  Hayward  transferred  her  to  Redwood  City 
Kaiser  and  then  on  Friday  night,  which  is  the  17  week,  that  Friday  night, 
they  transfer  her  to  Oakland  Kaiser,  Hayward.   Then,  on  Saturday  morning, 
she  had  operation  at  Kaiser,  Hayward. 

SM:    Kaiser  Hayward,  or  Kaiser  Oakland? 

T:     No,  Kaiser,  Oakland. 

SM:    Kaiser,  Oakland.   That's  where  she  had  her  surgery  and  that's  where  she 
spent  most  of  her  time,  but  it  was  in  Kaiser,  Oakland? 

T:     Kaiser,  Oakland. 

SM:    When  did  she  get  out  of  the  hospital? 

T:     Halloween  night. 

SM:    The  31st  of  October? 

T:     Yeah.   The  car,  the  ambulance  brung  her  back  home. 

SM:    The  ambulance  brought  her  home? 

T:     Yes,  the  ambulance  brought  her  home. 

SM:    How  did  she  get  out  of  the  car?  Does  she  remember  how  she  got  out  of  the 
car? 

T:     She  said  that  she  don't  know  who  is.   Is  couple  guys  come  in  the  car  and 
pick  her  up,  lift  her  up  to  the  ... 

SM:    They  lifted  her  out  of  the  car.   Can  she  describe  them?  Were  they  white 
men,  black  men? 

T:     She  can't  remember. 

SM:    Does  she  remember  how  she  got  down  off  the  freeway? 

T:     She  said  that  first  she  was  lying  on  the  freeway,  and  then  later  on, 
someone  got  a  wood  and  then  they  transfer  her  to  the  wood,  and  then  put 
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her  on  top  of  the  wood,  and  waiting  for  the  lift  up,  coming  up,  and  then 
they  move  from  the  freeway  to  the  lift  thing.  They  move  down  there  and 
she  was  lying  down  on  that. 

SM:  Sidewalk? 

T:     Sidewalk.   For  a  very  long  time  and  then  the  ambulance  brought  her  in. 
SM:    So,  they  must  have  put  her  on  a  wooden  board. 
T:     Uh-huh,  a  wood  board. 

SM:    A  wood  board  after  she  was  on  the  street  up  there  on  the  top  deck  and  they 
moved  her  from  a  wood  board  to  the  ...  was  this  the  containers?  Did  they 
put  her  ...  then  they  brought  those  down  to  the  street  level  and  then  she 
lay  down  on  the  sidewalk  until  the  ambulance  took  her.   How  is  she?  Does 
she  know  what  the  doctor  ...  how  long  the  doctor  says  that  she  is  going  to 
be  in  a  cast?  Ask  her  about  the  cast  that  she  has  on.   She  has  a  body 
cast  on? 

T:  A  whole  body  cast. 

SM:  Oh,  she  doesn't  have  to  show  me.  That's  OK.   Is  it  just  to  her  waist? 

T:  To  her  here.   From  here  to  here. 

SM:  She  has  a  cast  from  her  neck  to  her  waist  on  both  front  and  back. 

T:     Uh-huh,  both  front  and  back.   The  doctor  told  her  the  cast  will  be 

maintained  ...  for  normal  people,  the  doctor  said  it  was  three  months. 
But  for  her,  it  will  be  half  year. 

SM:    She  needs  to  wear  that  for  six  months? 

T:     Yeah.  Because  her  weight,  the  doctor  said. 

SM:    I  think  that's  just  about  it.   I'll  just  shut  the  tape  off  now.  I'm 
terminating  the  interview  at  this  time. 
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P-26B,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092,  on 

November  4,  1989,  at  approximately  1115  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Union  City.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:    Investiqator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
EY: 

SM:    If  you  want  to  tell  me  just  in  your  own  words  what  happened. 

EY:    Well,  as  usual,  I  take  carpool  to  go  home  from  San  Francisco  to  Union 
City.   While  our  car  was  on  Cypress  Freeway,  southbound,  I  felt  the  car 
start  bouncing  from  left;  from  side  to  side,  and  then  bouncing  up  and 
down.   We  realized  it  was  earthquake.   Then,  immediately,  I  felt  the 
freeway  was  collapsed.   Because  I  heard  a  very  loud  noise  strong,  and  then 
the  car  plunged  down.   That's  the  time  I  felt  inside  my  body,  something 
was  burst  out  and  I  felt  little  bit  nauseated  and  want  to  vomit.   I  was 
very  frightened.    I  closed  my  eyes  tight  and  finally,  the  car  stopped.  I 
found  out  afterward  from  the  driver,  our  car  ...  he  had  a  flat  tire  on  the 
freeway.   Also  the  front  tires  were  flat  and  maybe  the  reason  why  he  make 
the  car  stop.   We  wait  about,  I  don't  know  how  long  ...  15  minutes,  30 
minutes.   We  heard  helicopter  and  also  some  people  climb  up  the  freeway 
and  they  open  the  right  door  of  our  car  and  carry  us  out  one  by  one  and 
lay  us  on  the  freeway.   All  I  heard  from  the  background  is  ...  we  were  on 
the  very  shaky  position.   The  freeway  may  collapse  again.   So,  we  have 
people  help  us,  transport  us  down  to  the  ground  one  at  a  time.    I  was 
still  conscious  at  that  time,  but  just  too  painful  and  I  had  my  eye 
closed. 

SM:    Were  you  transported  by  ambulance  to  the  hospital?  Or  do  you  remember  how 
you  got  there? 

EY:    Well,  they  transferred  us  down  to  the  ground  and  then  I  was  on  an  AC  bus 
and  then  a  little  bit  after,  they  transport  me  to  an  ambulance  and  then 
took  me  to  Alameda  Hospital. 

SM:    To  Alameda  Hospital? 

EY:  Right. 

SM:    How  did  you  get  off  the  structure?  Did  they  lower  you  down  in  containers 
or  ... 

EY:    Well,  I  heard  this  afterwards  because  I  did  not  see.   They  have  two 

containers  stacked  together,  and  then  used  the  forklift  to  get  us  down  one 
at  a  time. 


SM: 


How  often  ...  you  work  in  San  Francisco.  How  often  have  you  commuted  back 
and  forth  on  this  route? 
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EY:  How  often? 

SM:  Or  do  you  do  it  everyday? 

EY:  Everyday. 

SM:  For  how  many  years? 

EY:  For  six  years. 

SM:  How  was  the  traffic  on  that  day  compared  to  the  rest  of  the  time? 

EY:    It  was  very  light  because  our  car  shift  from  side  to  side.  Actually,  it 
shift  to  other  lane  ...  and  no  cars  around  us  at  all.    In  other  words,  we 
all  injured  by  the  freeway  collapse  caused  by  earthquake.   No  car  hit  our 
car  at  all . 

SM:    Now,  you  were  qoing  southbound  from  San  Francisco.   Do  you  remember  the 
lane  that  was  driving  in? 

EY:  More  on  the  left  side. 

SM:  There's  four  lanes  and  the  #1  lane  would  be  the  fastest  lane  and  then  ... 

EY:  I  don't  remember. 

SM:  But  one  of  the  left  hand  lanes? 

EY:  Right. 

SM:  Do  you  remember  about  how  fast  traffic  was  going?  Did  it  seem  to  be  going 

fit    •  •  • 

EY:    Pretty  slow.   I  mean,  not  heavy  traffic  at  all. 

SM:    How  about  the  speed?  Was  it  going  normal  speed,  about  55? 

EY:    Normal  speed,  yeah.   You  cannot  drive  too  fast  on  that  freeway. 

SM:    Were  you  paying  attention  at  all  to  where  you  were  when  you  first  felt  the 
car  start  to  swerve?  Do  you  have  any  idea  as  to  what  cross  street  you 
were  at? 

EY:    I  have  no  idea. 

SM:    Let  me  show  you  ...  this  is  an  aerial  picture.   I  don't  know  whether  you 
might  be  able  to  remember  anything  or  not.  Now  you  were  a  back  seat 
passenger,  right?  So,  you  probably  won't  have  a  whole  good  view  of  the 
road  that  you  were  travelling.  Do  you  recall  at  all?  I  think 
he  felt  he  was  somewhere  around  28th  Street,  right  around  here 

EY:    I  have  no  idea.    I  cannot  answer  you  that.   Is  this  the  view  after  the 
quake? 
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SM:    Yeah,  this  is  after  the  quake. 

EY:    Well,  all  I  know  is,  the  position  of  our  car.   Behind  our  car  there  was  a 
big  crack. 

SM:    The  freeway  then  had  split  behind  you.   Do  you  remember  what  cars  were 

behind  you  when  you  stopped?  Do  you  remember  seeing  any  other  cars  in  any 
other  lanes? 

EY:    Not  beside  us.   When  the  car  stopped,  I  saw  some  car  in  front  of  us  and 
they  already  turned  sideways. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  car  that  was,  or  the  color? 

EY:    Oh.   The  reason  why  I  cannot  see  things  clear  ...  I  missed  that.   When  the 
freeway  collapsed,  my  eyeglass  fell  off  so  that's  why  I  cannot  see  things 
clear. 

SM:    What  kind  of  vision  restrictions  do  you  have? 

EY:    Seems  there  is  some  trucks  in  front  of  us  but  again,  it's  very  blurry.  I 
cannot  see  things  clear. 

SM:  So,  you  wear  your  glasses  all  the  time? 

EY:  Yes. 

SM:  Now  you  were  in  what  position  in  the  back  seat? 

EY:  Back  behind  the  driver,  left  side. 

SM:  Left  rear.   Did  you  have  a  seatbelt  on? 

EY:  No. 

SM:  When  things  started  swerving  back  and  forth,  how  was  your  body?  Was  your 
body  thrown  from  side  to  side  in  the  car? 


EY 
SM 
EY 
SM 

EY 
SM 
EY 


Yes. 

Then,  the  car  started  bouncing  up  and  down? 
Right. 

Do  you  recall  which  direction  the  car  swerved  to  begin  with?  Whether  it 
went  to  the  left  or  the  right  first? 

It's  more  to  the  right. 

Then,  it  pulled  back  to  the  left? 

Right. 
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SM:    Did  you  think  it  was  an  earthquake,  or  did  you  think  there  was  something 
wrong  with  the  freeway? 

EY:    I  felt  it  was  earthquake,  immediately. 

SM:    So,  you  lost  your  glasses  right  about  at  that  point? 

EY:    No,  not  that  point.    I  lost  my  eyeglass  when  I  heard  the  loud  noise  and 
follow,  the  car  punched  down.   That's  the  time  I  lost  my  eyeglass. 

SM:    Did  it  feel  ...  did  you  get  the  sensation  that  you  were  falling? 

EY:    Yes.   Yeah,  falling  down.   Also  I  felt,  inside  my  body  ...  something  was 
burst  out.   I  feel  nauseated  and  vomited. 

SM:    What  did  you  strike  inside  the  car?  The  other  people  or  any  part  of  the 
car?  Did  you  hit  it,  like  hit  your  head  on  the  top  or  the  seats  or  ... 

EY:  When  the  car  stopped,  the  lady  sit  beside  me,  her  head  was  on  my  lap.  My 
head  was  at  her  back,  at  that  position.  I  don't  remember  my  head  hit  the 
car. 

SM:    You  were  inside  the  car  for  a  while  and  then  some  people  came  up  to  help 
you  out?  Do  you  remember  them  at  all? 

EY:    Right.   All  I  remember  is  the  guy  who  carry  us  out.   He's  a  black  guy. 
That's  all  I  know,  and  he's  a  volunteer. 

SM:    He  wasn't  on  the  freeway  then.  He  came  from  ... 

EY:    He  climbed  up,  yeah,  from  the  ground. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  him?  About  how  old,  or  tall,  how  big? 

EY:  All  I  know  is  he's  black  guy  and  he's  very  heavy  set.  He  was  very  strong 
person.  i  is  another  carpool  rider,  she  says  she  still  remembers 

his  face.    I  don't. 

SM:  So,  they  got  you  out  and  laid  you  on  the  freeway,  and  then  after  a  period 
of  time,  you  went  to  the  containers  and  got  down? 

EY:  Right. 

SM:    Then,  they  moved  you  to  an  AC  Transit  bus?  Did  they  have  you  sitting  up 
or  did  they  have  you  on  a  stretcher? 

EY:  Oh,  lay  down  position.  I  think  they  have  a  piece  of  board  underneath  me, 
yeah. 

SM:    Where,  exactly,  did  you  hurt  at  the  time?  Before  you  got  to  the  hospital, 
where  were  you  hurting?  Where  were  your  injuries? 

EY:    The  back. 
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SM:    Anyplace  else?   You  had  nausea  and  you  felt  you  were  going  to  vomit?  Back 
injuries? 

EY:    All  the  pain  is  from  the  back. 

SM:    About  12  hours  before  anything,  before  the  earthquake  ...  twelve  hours 
before  the  earthquake,  did  you  have  any  alcohol  or  take  any  kind  of 
drugs?  Did  you  take  any  kind  of  medicine  for  any  kind  of  illnesses? 

EY:  No. 

SM:    We  already  covered  your  vision  restrictions.   Did  you  consider  yourself  in 
good  health  before? 

EY:  Urn-hum. 

SM:  What  kind  of  diagnosis  ...  they  took  you  to  what  hospital  in  Alameda? 

EY:  Alameda  Hospital . 

SM:  That's  the  name  of  the  hospital? 

EY:  That's  the  name,  yes. 

SM:  What  type  of  injuries  did  the  doctor  diagnose  you  as  having?  Do  you 
remember  what  he  wrote  on  the  ... 

EY:    L2  is  crushed. 

SM:    Did  he  write  what  ...  do  you  have  the  form  that  he  gave  you  that  diagnosed 
your  injuries?  Did  you  have  ... 

EY:    I  have  a  copy  upstairs.    I  went  to  see  my  own  doctor  in  Hayward  Kaiser,  so 
I  left  a  copy  for  her  and  she  will  mail  that  back  to  me.    I  receive  them 
back  maybe  sometime  next  week. 

SM:    How  long  were  you  in  the  hospital  for? 

EY:    How  long?   I  admitted  17  ...  7:30  at  night.   I  had  surgery  done  on  the 
following  day,  afternoon,  and  I  was  discharged  on  October  29.   So,  about 
12  days  long. 

SM:    What  type  of  surgery  did  you  have? 

EY:    They  put  two  metal  plates  on  top  and  under  this  piece  of  bone  ...  L2, 
lumbar  number  2,  with  four  screws  hold  that  in  place. 

SM:    Did  you  fracture  that  vertebrae? 

EY:    That  piece  of  bone  is  all  fractured. 

SM:    What  we  would  like  to  do  is  ...  we  want  to  document  the  specific  injuries, 
the  types  of  injuries  that  people  had  from  their  cars  being  bounced  and 
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jostled  and  so  forth. 


EY:    I  understand  all  five  of  us  has  the  same  injury.    If  you  talk  to  them  ... 

SM:    Yeah,  they  all  have  very  serious  back  injuries. 

EY:    Yeah,  and  more  or  less  is  the  same  piece  of  bone,  this  L-2,  L-3. 

SM:    What  they  are  trying  to  do  too  is  to  see  if  there  is  any  correlation 

because  the  three  of  you  in  the  back  weren't  wearing  seatbelts.   When  they 
get  all  the  data  compiled,  they're  going  to  see  well,  maybe  this  might 
have  a  ...  not  wearing  seatbelts  may  have  been  a  factor  in  producing  this 
type  of  injury.   Because  you,  by  far,  have  the  more  serious  ...  the  five 
of  you  have  the  more  serious  back  injuries  than  other  people  I've  talked 
to  who  were  restrained. 

EY:    You  mean  we  have  more  injury? 

SM:    Yeah,  you  were  more  injured.  There's  a  lot  of  other  people  that  were  in 
about  the  same  area  on  the  freeway  that  you  were  and  the  car  went  through 
about  the  same  motion,  but  they  had  seatbelts  on  and  they're  sore  and  they 
have  sprains  and  strains,  but  they  have  not  required  back  surgery  like  the 
five  of  you  have.   So,  what  we  would  like  to  do  is  have  you  sign  a  medical 
release  form,  just  for  your  injuries  for  the  earthquake.   We're  not 
interested  in  your  medical  history.   All  we  want  is  the  documentation  from 
Alameda  Hospital  and  you're  treating  now  at  Kaiser,  Hayward? 

EY:    Yeah.   I  haven't  had  the  follow-up  appointment  yet  at  Hayward  Kaiser  at 
this  point. 

SM:    Well,  they  won't  send  it  in  immediately.   They'll  probably  give  it, 
several  weeks  to  make  sure  that  everybody's  received  all  their 
treatments.   But  I  have  these  forms  here  for  you  to  sign.   Let  me  go  ahead 
and  shut  this  off.   I'm  concluding  the  interview  at  this  time. 


ALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-239 

P-26C,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092,  on 

November  2,  1989,  at  1545  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 
way,  Union  City.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:     Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
JM: 

SM:    Just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  everything  that  you  remember  about  the  whole 
incident  there. 

JM:    We  was  sitting  in  the  car  and  we  was  ...  I  was  talking  with  my  friend, 

and  then  suddenly  I  saw  ...  I  feel  the  car  was  moving  from  left  to 
right  and  then  swinging.   Then,  I  stand,  almost  halfway  standing  up,  and  I 
hold  onto  the  two  front  seat  and  then  I  saw  the  freeway  ...  it's  waving. 
Then,  the  waving,  and  I  keep  asking  my  husband  "What  happen?  What 
happen?".   My  husband  said,  "I  cannot  control  the  car.",  and  I  say  "Stop! 
Stop!   Stop!"   Then,  I  feel,  I  feel  so  painful.   Then,  all  of  a  sudden  I 
feel  my  face  is  so  cold  and  then  everything  is  black,  and  I  think  I  pass, 
pass  for  a  moment.   Then,  when  I  woke  up,  I  feel  my  back  was  ...  I  never 
felt  so  pain.   Then,  I  try  to  move  my  body  because        keep  saying, 

can  you  move  a  little  bit?  You  are  hurting  me!".   I  say,  "I'm 
trying,  I'm  trying",  and  I  try  to  move,  but  I  cannot  move.   Then,  I  called 
"Are  you  awake,        1  Then,       said,  "Yes,  I'm  here.   What  happen? 
What  happen?"  Then,  I  said,  "I  cannot  move  my  whole  body."  Then,  I  ask 
her,  "How  are  you?"  and  she  said,  "I  cannot  move  either."  Then,  I  said 
...  I  was  overlapping,  half  my  body  was  on  Side. 


SM:    You  were  laying  on  top  of  her? 


JM:    Uh-huh.   I  was  on  top  of  her,  and       was  almost  half  body  on  my  side. 
Then,  finally       moved  and  I  think  I  try  moving,  and  then  I  think  I  pass 
again  for  couple  minutes.   Then,  when  I  woke  up,  I  did  not  hear  anything. 
Every  ...  the  whole  city  looks  like  dying.   No  birds  and  no  one  ...  I  did 
not  hear  any  sounds  at  all.   Then,  I  only  hear  ...  then  I  keep  calling, 
calling,  "What  happened?  What  happened?".  Then,  my  husband  said,  he  say 
it  was  earthquake  and  that  we  all  hurt,  and  then  I  said,  "Oh,  I  cannot 
move  very  long."   I  think  I  am  dying,  I  say  I  cannot  move.   I  feel  so 
painful.   There  was  just  a  little  bit  move,  why  then  I  feel  so  pain 
already.   Then,  finally   ...  then  I  don't  know  for  how  long  I  hear  the 
helicopter.   Then,  my  friend  said,  "Oh,  come  on,  helicopter,  come  on,  help 
us."   I  said  it  was  no  use  because  they  never  see  us.   We  was  inside  the 
car.   Then,  for  ...  I  don't  know  we  waited  for  how  long,  and  then  I  just 
feel  many  times  and  my  face  getting  cold  and  I  feel  something  looks  like 
electric  passing  and  I  pass  away  and  when  I  wake  up,  I  hear  some  ...  my 
friend  was  saying  something.   So,  then  finally  I  saw  two  men  walk  toward 
our  car.   Then,        said,  "Come  on;  Help  us  out!   Help  us  out!"  Then,  the 
two  guys  who  are  there  say,  "Come  on,  get  out  of  the  car!   Get  out  of  the 
car!".   The  oil  is  leaking.  Then,  first,  the  guy  was  picking  up 
first.   Then,  they  told  us  just  leave  one  by  one  and  then  out.   Once  he 
put  me  down  on  the  freeway,  I  ...  I  passed  for  moment  again  way  ...  until 
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I  woke  up  and  then  I  saw  one  Highway  Patrol,  because  he  was  in  a  uniform. 
He  brought  in  a  windshield,  wearing  light  glasses.  Then,  he  said,  "Place 
this  woman  in,  because  it  seems  she  is  very  painful."  Then,  so  ...  so 
four  men  was  push  the  hand  down  under  me  and  they  move  me  onto  the  glass, 
on  top  of  the  glass.   Then  ... 

SM:    On  top  of  a  windshield  out  of  a  car? 

JM:    Uh-huh.  Then,  so  I  think  by  then  I'm  the  first  one  to  get  out  from  the 
Buick.  Then,  I  saw  ...  then  four  men,  they  place  me  on  the  top,  the 
glass,  and  then  they  continue  walk  down,  walk  down  to  the  two  container 
and  move  me  down.   So,  I  think  I'm  the  first  one  was  removed  from  the 
Buick.  Then,  once  they  going  down  to  bottom,  and  then  I  hurt  so  much 
again  then  when  they  put  me  down.  Until  I  woke  up  and  then  I  saw  a  woman 
was  next  to  me  and  she  just  keep  using  a  napkin  and  wrap,  wrap  my  face  and 
I  say,  "Yeah.   OK,  OK  ...  Take  it  easy!"   "OK.   Just  thinking  you  are  OK" 
and,  "I  am  a  nurse  picking  up  you."  Then,  "Did  you  get  your  things?" 
Then,  I  said,  "I  don't  know.   I  think  I  have  brought  purse  from  the  car." 
The  lady  said,  "Oh,  I'm  holding  your  purse.   Don't  worry,  I'm  holding  your 
purse."  Then,  I  saw  ...  then       was  moving  down  too,  lying  down  next  to 
me.  Then,  I  said  to      ,  I  said,  "Finally  we  was  rescued."  Then,  I  asked 

how  she  feel  and  she  said  was  very  hurt.   I  said  I  feel  I  am  dying,  I 
said  ...  "I  cannot  move  my  whole  body."  Then,  the  lady,  the  lady  ...  She 
saw  the  ambulance  came  and  she  said,  "Put  this  lady  in  first,  because  I 
think  she  is  very  painful.  Get  her  to  hospital  first."  So,  they  move  me 
first  into  the  hospital.   So,  I  was  getting  to  the  ambulance;  I  think  of 
everything  I  am  the  first,  before  anyone  else. 

SM:    Before  anyone  else  in  your  car? 

JM:    Uh-huh.   Everything  ...  again,  so  I  think  I  get  in  the  hospital  before 
dark. 

SM:    They  took  you  to  Highland  Hospital? 

JM:    Yeah.  They  took  me  to  Highland  hospital  and  then  to  Highland,  they 

immediately  gave  me  some  shot  so  I  feel  little  bit  better  after  the  shot. 
Then,  they  said,  they  told  me  that  they  out  the  electric.  They  cannot 
examining  me  so  they  said  they  don't  have  ... 

SM:    They  had  no  electricity? 

JM:    No  electricity,  no  nothing.   So,  they  said  is  only  one  thing,  I  could 
place  you  to  a  room  first  to  get  some  rest  and  then  I  said  I  cannot.  I 
still  so  painful  and  then  they  said,  just  keep  down  your  pain,  just  tell 
them  give  me  a  shot.   I  felt  OK,  and  then  they  say  they  going  to  call  my 
house  and  tell  my  husband  anything  so  they  all  come  over.  Then,  after  a 
night,  they  took  me  to  x-ray.  They  found  I  had  the  two  bones  crashed 
together  so  they  say  have  to  do  operation  right  away;  otherwise,  will  hurt 
the  vertebrae  and  then  I  will  in  danger  of  my  whole  bottom  was  paralyzed, 
would  be.   So,  then  I  got  into  the  operation  room.  On  the  Wednesday 
morning,  they  give  me  x-ray.   So,  afternoon  they  told  me  that  my  two  bones 
was  crashed  and  had  to  do  operation  right  away.   So,  they  decided  have  on 
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Thursday  morning,  have  me  on  the  operation.   So,  I  felt  OK  then,  but 
Tuesday  night  and  Thursday  night,  Friday  night,  all  three  nights  I  cannot 
sleep  at  all.   So,  on  the  Thursday  morning,  8  o'clock,  they  put  me  in  the 
operation  room  and  then  I  did  not  get  out  of  operation  room  until  3:30 
when  I  woke  up.   Then,  the  doctor  told  me  that  they  using  a  gas  to  put  me 
on  sleep  and  then  give  me  an  operation.   The  operation  is  taking  out  two 
bones  from  my  hip  and  then  remove  my  hip  bone  to  my  spinal,  replace,  and 
then  using  all  metal  to  support  that  I  have  new  bones.  Then,  maybe  half 
year  that  wait  until  the  new  bones  forming  and  I  could  go  back  to  work 
about  a  year  later,  that  they  going  to  remove  the  two  metal  out. 

SM:    So,  they  ...  it  was  a  broken  vertebrae  in  your  back?  Did  they  call  it 
vertebrae,  part  of  your  spine? 

JM:    Uh-huh,  part  of  it  was  my  spine. 

SM:    That  was  broken.    In  the  lower  back,  or  ... 

JM:    Lower  back. 

SM:    So,  they  removed  some  bone  from  your  hip? 
JM:  Uh-huh. 

SM:    Repaired  the  broken  bones? 

JM:    That's  right.   Two  broken  bones. 

SM:    When  did  you  get  out  of  the  hospital? 

JM:    Then,  I  get  out  of  hospital  on  the  ...  the  other  week,  Thursday  night. 
SM:    The  following  Thursday  night? 
JM:  Uh-huh. 

SM:    So,  you  just  got  out  then  just  a  few  days  ago? 

JM:    Yeah.   Last  week,  Thursday  I  got  out  from  there.   But  they  keep  saying  I 
do  very  good  on  ...  the  doctors  were  a  good  job  on  my  operation.  After 
that,  and  then,  I  feel  good  too.   Then,  they  said  that  you  keep  saying 
good  things  so  you  will  feel  better.   So,  I  keep  watching  TV  and  wherever 
it's  possible,  I  got  up  and  I  eat  and  then  ...  so  more  and  more.  Then, 
each  time  I  get  up,  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  longer  than  the  previous  time, 
so  ...  then  ...  but  the  worst  thing  is  my  right  foot's  ankle  was  hurt  too. 

SM:    Your  right  ankle? 

JM:  My  right  foot  ankle.  When  I  get  down  on  the  floor,  I  cannot  walk  in  the 
beginning  because  it  was  so  swollen.  Then,  the  doctor  said  I  cannot  ... 
if  you  only  hurt  your  ankle,  I  could  put  you  ...  give  you  a  cure  so  you 
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SM:  Crutches? 

JM:    Crutches.   But,  since  you  hurt  your  back  it  is  the  most  important  and  if  I 
put  you  on  the  leg  and  then  you  walk  ...  you  are  lying  down,  the  back 
won't  do  good  on  you.   So,  you  better  not  do  operations  on  your  right 
foot.   I  say  OK,  so  they  said  later  on  they  will  go  away,  to  fix  takes 
time,  that's  all.   Then,  I  just  ...  so  I  feel  when  they  just  give  me  some 
support  and  then  I  could  walk.   Some  physical  nurse  tell  me  how  to  walk  on 
one  leg  and  that  kind  of  thing.   So,  I  feel  a  lot  better. 

SM:    Did  they  tell  you  ...  is  your  foot  sprained  or  broken,  or  ... 

JM:  Twisted. 

SM:  Twisted? 

JM:    Ankle  was  twisted. 

SM:    Besides  your  ankle  being  twisted,  and  that's  your  right  ankle,  and  your 
back,  do  you  have  any  other  injuries? 

JM:  No. 

SM:    You  work  in  San  Francisco  also? 
JM:  Yeah. 

SM:    What  did  you  think  of  the  traffic  that  day?  Was  it  heavier,  lighter,  or 
normal  for  that  day?  Did  it  seem  different? 

JM:    I  did  not  pay  attention  a  lot  to  the  traffic.   Because  everything  ...  when 
I  get  in  the  car,  I  always  talk  with       and  with  We  talk  all  the 

way  from  home.   Sometimes  ...  until  most  of  the  time  ...  in  the  beginning 
...  and  then  probably  halfway  through,  they  all  fall  asleep  and  then  I 
usually  never  fall  asleep  in  the  car.   But       and       ,  sometimes  they 
fall  asleep.   So,  but  in  the  beginning,  because  just  ten,  ten  minutes 
drive  away  from  San  Francisco.  ...  so  I  was  still  talking  with      .   So,  I 
did  not  pay  attention  at  all  to  freeway  things. 

SM:    You  were  sitting  in  the  middle  seat?  You  were  actually  sitting  down  on 
the  seat,  right? 

JM:  Yeah. 

SM:    But  you  didn't  have  any  kind  of  a  seatbelt  on? 
JM:  No. 

SM:    How  about  the  other  two  passengers  on  either  side  of  you?  Did  they  have 
...  none  of  them  had  seatbelts  on? 

JM:    They  don't.   They  don't  either. 


ALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-243 

SM:    You  felt  ...  how  did  you  feel  the  earthquake?  How  did  you  feel  the  earth 
move,  or  the  bridge  move? 

JM:    I  was  on  the  side  and  I  felt  the  car  was  swinging.   So,  they  was  pulled 
from  left  to  right  and  from  right  to  left.   Then,  so  I  was  standing 
halfway  already  just  like  this. 

SM:    To  see  what  was  going  on? 

JM:    Uh-huh.   See  what  was  going  on.   So,  I  saw  the  whole  freeway  just  ...  it's 
moving  like  a  wave.   Then,  but  I  did  not  realize  it  was  earthquake.  I 
told  my  husband,  "Pull  up!   Pull  up  the  car!   Stop!"  Then,  so  that's  why 
I  told  him  and  then  I  think  I  already  felt  the  big  crash  already. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  hitting  any  part  of  the  car,  the  inside  of  the  car?  Do 
you  remember  how  your  back  got  hurt?  Do  you  remember  falling  against  the 
back  or  the  top? 

JM:    No.   No,  I  can't  remember. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  anybody  else  around  you  in  other  cars? 

JM:    I  only  saw  a  red  ...  when  I  was  moving,  moved  and  then  lying  down  on  the 
freeway.   Then,  I  was  hand  in  hand  with      .   Then,  I  saw  my  ...  from  a 
distance,  I  don't  know  how  I  lying  on  the  freeway.   But  from  my  distance, 
I  saw  a  red  car  was  crashing.   This  I  saw  ...  a  red  car.   That's  the  only 
one  thing  I  can  remember. 

SM:    Are  you  saying  a  red  car,  or  ... 

JM:    No,  wrecked,  a  wrecked  one. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  the  color? 

JM:    Just  a  wreck.   But  I  don't  know  what  kind  of  car  and  I  do  not  see 
anything.  Uh-huh. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  the  people  that  helped  you  get  out  of  the  car? 

JM:    It's  old  man,  black.    I  just  remember  him  well.   He  big.   Then,  he  just 
gave  me  comfort  and  said,  "Come  on  ...  I'll  take  care  of  you,  baby!",  and 
so  he  removed;  lift  me  up  and  then  we  move  on  the  freeway  and  then  I  did 
not  see  him  again. 

SM:    Describe  him  again  for  me. 

JM:    He  is  big  and  then  he  say,  "Come  on,  baby.   I  lift  you  up  and  lay  on  the 
freeway.    I  help  you."   I  say,  "OK  ...  OK.!"  Then,  he  lift  me  up  and  put 
me  down  on  the  freeway,  so  I  did  not  see  him  again. 

SM:    Do  you  think  he  was  a  driver  of  another  car,  or  was  he  somebody  that 
climbed  up  to  help? 
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JM:    I  don't  think  so.   I  think  he's  climbed  up  to  help. 

SM:    Was  he  a  black  man  or  a  white  man? 

JM:  Black. 

SM:    About  how  old? 

JM:    About  in  his  thirties  or  forties  ...  30-40,  something  like  that.   But  he 
was  very  strong,  big  guy! 

SM:    Big  guy?  Big  build? 

JM:    Uh-huh,  big  build.  Then,  he  wore  a  short-sleeve  ...  he  said,  "Come  on, 
baby,  I  help  you  to  leave  the  car."  Then,  so  he  lift  me  up  and  put  me 
down  on  the  freeway.  Then,  he  go  help;  probably  he  go  help  my  other 
friend,  to  get  out  of  car. 

SM:    You  never  saw  him  again  after  that? 

JM:    I  never  saw  him  again.   I  only  saw  a  Highway  Patrol  getting  out  ...  the 
windshield  and  then  say,  you  know  "Get  to  her.   Get  to  her  first."  Then, 
so  a  tall  guy  was  get  the  windshield  and  put  me  on  that  and  then  that's 
all. 

SM:    Now  had  you  had  any  alcohol  or  drugs  before  this  happened?  Were  you  on 
any  medication  before? 

JM:    No.   But,  almost  ...  before  I  leave  the  work,  I  just  had  ...  or  about  3 
o'clock,  I  have  my  cup  of  coffee  at  break  time. 

SM:  Just  coffee? 

JM:  Uh-huh,  just  coffee. 

SM:  Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health  before  you  were  injured? 

JM:  Uh-huh,  very  good  health. 

SM:  How  about  vision?  Do  you  wear  glasses  or  contact  lenses? 

JM:    I  usually  wear  glasses,  but  I  don't  need  to  because  ...  only  I  ...  I  do 
accounting  work  so  you  know,  when  I  in  front  of  the  terminal,  I  using  the 
glasses. 

SM:    So,  you  use  them  like  for  reading  and  reading  fine  print,  figures  and 
such? 

JM:    Uh-huh.   Numbers,  uh-huh.   Then,  rest,  I  did  not  never  use  them.   Even  I 
drive,  I  was  passed  the  exam  without  my  glasses. 

SM:    You  didn't  have  your  glasses  on  then? 
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JM:  No. 


SM:    I  think  that's  all  I  need  from  you.   Terrific  ...  Good  interview!    Til  be 
terminating  the  interview. 
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P-26D,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092,  on 

November  3.  1989,  at  approximately  1300  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 
,  Union  City.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following 
is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:   Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
JY: 

SM:    If  you  just  want  to  go  ahead  and  start  telling  me  what  happened  from  the 
time  that  you  left  work  in  San  Francisco. 

JY:    I  left  4:30  and  I  go  to  the  parking  lot  to  meet  a  friend,  Mr  and  the 

other  four  people;  including  me,  five  people.   Then,  I  crossed  the  Oakland 
Bridge  and  then  go  home  on  the  freeway  880.   Then,  I  fell.   The  car  move 
from  left  to  right  very  fast.  Then,  I  asked  the  driver,  Mr  I  say, 

"What  is  wrong  with  your  car?"  He  say  no,  "My  car  is  nothing  wrong." 
Then,  I  saw  in  front,  the  freeway,  is  waving! 

SM:    It's  waving? 

JY:    Uh-huh,  yes,  waving.   Then,  our  car  start  bumping  up  and  down,  up  and 
down.   Then,  leaped  down.   Then,  I  heard  the  freeway  fall. 

SM:    What  kind  of  noise  was  it? 

JY:    It  was  like  a  crack!,  something  like  that.   Then,  our  car  start,  stopped, 
stop  and  I  feel  my  back  is  hurt.   Oh,  I  cannot  move.   God,  it's  very 
sore.   God,  I  think  that  a  scary  ride.   It's  terrible!   Then,  I  am  sitting 
in  car  and  then  I  try  to,  can't  open  the  door  and  just  can't  open.  Open 
1t  and  about  five,  I  forget  how  many,  five  minute  or  more  and  I  saw 
helicopter  coming  up  and  then  I  ...  "Help!   Help!",  ...  and  they  ...  the 
driver  say,  "Oh,  no.   Wait  for  a  long  time.    It's  so  quiet."    It  was  so 
quiet,  nobody  know  us  in  here  yet.   It's  good  luck.   If  under,  under  the 
freeway,  always  die.   That's  what  he  say  ...  all  still  lucky.   Then,  about 
15  minute  or  20  minute,  then  the  one  guy  that  came  us,  came  our  car  and 
say,  "Hey,  don't  stay  inside  of  car.   All  get  out."   I  said,  "Oh,  we  need 
help.   All  the  people  cannot  move."   He  say,  "OK,  OK,  I  help  you."  He's 
so  nice,  and  he  take  us  out  from  the  car  right  down  on  the  freeway.  Later 
on,  then  more  people  come  and  more  people  come  and  they  tell  us  injured 
people  are  still  OK.    "OK,  don't  worry.   Don't  worry,  you  are  still  OK. 
The  ambulance  will  come  through  soon."   I'm  so  scared.    I  say,  "Oh,  I'm  so 
cold,  I'm  so  cold."   Then,  one  person,  he  hear  me  saying  and  he  took  off 
his  jacket  and  he  gave  to  me.   Yeah,  so  nice  ...  yeah!    I  don't  know  how 
long  they  take.   I  sit  on  the  freeway,  right  down  on  there. 

SM:    On  the  street? 

JY:    On  the  street.   Then,  there  are  many,  many  people  there.   I  don't  know 
what  time.   Because  my  head  is  hurt  in  the  front  seat,  have  a  bump  here 
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SM:    Oh  yeah,  you  still  got  a  good  bruise.   Oh,  wow! 

JY:    Yeah,  yeah.   Head  ...  front  here.   Then,  I  heard  people  say  "Oh,  who  can 
get  some  ice?"   I  just  went,  I  can,  I  can,  and  really  fast.    "Give  me  some 
ice.   Give  me  some  ice  here."   But  he  was  so  nice. 

SM:    These  were  just  people  standing  by,  standing  in  the  street? 

JY:   Yeah,  on  the  street,  many  people.  Maybe  they  live  around  there.  Then,  I 
still  in  the  freeway,  in  the  top,  and  there  are  many  people  went  there.  I 
say,  "Oh,  where  you  come  from?"   "Oh,  just  looking  around,  around  in  the 
freeway  ..." 

SM:   They  walk  around? 

JY:    Yeah.   "We  got  around  there  and  we  saw  and  we  come  to  help  you  guys."  Oh, 
they're  so  nice!   Then,  later  on,  they  help  me  go  to  ...  the  ambulance 
come  and  we  go  to  the  Kaiser  in  Hayward. 

SM:  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  hospital? 

JY:  Nine  days. 

SM:  Nine  days? 

JY:  Yeah. 

SM:  What  did  the  hospital  say  was  wrong  with  you? 

JY:  Say  my  back  ...  I'm  not  understanding. 

SM:  You  have  a  fractured  spine.   Did  they  take  x-rays  of  your  head? 

JY:  Yeah.   Everything's  OK.   My  head  OK. 

SM:  Your  head's  OK? 

JY:  Yeah. 

SM:  So,  you  have  a  fractured  spine  and  you  have  a  very  large  swelling  and 

bruise  on  your  forehead.  Now  let  me  go  back  and  ask  you  a  few  things  that 
we  missed  here.   Do  you  ride  with  Mr       :  everyday,  right? 

JY:    Um-hum,  yeah.  Everyday. 

SM:    Most  everyday.   About  the  same  time  everyday?  Around  5  o'clock? 

JY:    Urn,  no.    I'm  part  time,  not  full  time.    I  usually  get  off  work  at  3:30  and 
I  ride  in  other  van.   But  only  one  year.   I  work  at  ,  and 

the  one  person  ...  vacation.   My  boss  asked  me  to  do  her  job.   That's  why 
I  cannot  go  home  at  3:30.  Give  me  extra  time.  This  happened  on  my  ... 

SM:    So,  you  normally  ... 
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JY:  Otherwise,  is  nothing  happen. 

SM:  Yeah,  if  you'd  had  your  regular  time. 

JY:  Yeah,  regular  is  3:30. 

SM:  So,  you  normally  get  off  then?  You're  normally  off  at  3:30,  around  3:30? 

JY:  Yeah,  3:30. 

SM:  How  was  the  traffic  on  that  day  of  the  earthquake?  Was  it  heavy,  light? 

JY:  Light.   No  cars  in  front  of  us  and  behind  and  no  ... 

SM:  No  cars  around  you? 

JY:  Huh-uh. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  or  remember  about  how  fast  traffic  was  going?  Do  you  have 
any  idea  about  how  fast  the  other  cars  were  going  or  your  car  was  going? 

JY:    How  fast? 

SM:    Urn-hum.    I  mean,  just  55  ...  about  the  speed  limit,  do  you  think? 
JY:    Yeah,  I  think  ...  because  Mr        drives  very  careful. 
SM:    It  wasn't  going  real,  real  slow  though? 
JY:    No.    I  think  it  55. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  which  traffic  lane  you  were  in?   If  we  start  with  the  fast 
lane  as  #1  and  then  number  them  from  left  to  right,  #  1,  #2,  #3,  #4,  #4  . 
being  the  slowest  lane.   Do  you  remember  which  lane? 

JY:    I  forgot.   Either  the  fast  lane  or  the  second  one.   I  just  feel  it  very 
fast  move  from  left  to  right  then,  and  stop  ...  stop  on  the  fourth  lane. 

SM:    So,  you  were  either  travelling  in  the  #1  or  #2  lane  and  then  when  the 

earthquake  started,  you  moved  first  to  the  left  and  then  to  the  right  and 
came  to  a  stop  over  in  the  right  lane? 

JY:    Urn -hum. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  ...  you  first  felt  the  car  move  quickly  to  the  left,  and 
then  it  went  to  the  right.   Do  you  remember  anything  else  about  it?  Did 
it  bounce  up  and  down,  or  ...  do  you  remember  anything  else  about  how  the 
car  felt,  what  it  did? 

JY:    I  just  remember  very  fast  like  that,  from  left  to  right,  then  fell  down. 

SM:    Then,  felt  the  motion  down.   Then,  it  fell  down? 
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JY:    Right,  yeah. 

SM:    How  about  cars  around  you?  Did  you  see  any  other  cars  around  you? 

JY:    In  front  of  us,  about,  let's  see,  how  far?   I  see  one  car  and  he  about 
like  that.   He  was  from  here  to  the  living  room. 

SM:  To  that  back  wall?  OK. 

JY:  About  fifty  feet,  something  like  that.   I  saw  one,  another  car,  very  far 
from  us. 

SM:  A  car  about  50  feet  in  front  of  you? 

JY:  Yeah,  about. 

SM:  What  kind  of  car  was  it? 

JY:  Looks  like  a  truck. 

SM:  A  truck,  a  pickup  truck  or  a  big  truck? 

JY:  Yeah,  pickup  truck,  a  small  pickup  truck. 

SM:  Do  you  remember  what  happened  to  it? 

JY:  Nobody  moved  ...  nobody  out  from  car.   I  don't  know  what  happened  there. 

SM:  You  didn't  see  anybody  get  out  of  the  cars? 

JY:  No. 

SM:  When  you  were  in  the  car  and  you  knew  your  back  was  hurt,  do  you  remember 
what  you  hit  your  head  on,  the  front  of  your  head? 

JY:    The  front  seat. 

SM:    Oh,  the  front  seat?  Any  other  ...  did  any  part  else  hurt  at  the  time 
besides  your  head  and  your  back? 

JY:    No.   After  in  hospital,  I  feel  my  leg.   It's  ...  they  no  move. 

SM:    Yeah.   Hard  to  move,  stiff? 

JY:    Yeah.  Then,  had  the  x-ray.  They  say  it  all  right. 

SM:    Before  the  earthquake  happened,  like  12  hours  before  the  earthquake 

happened,  had  you  ...  do  you  drink  any  alcohol?   Had  you  had  any  alcohol? 

JY:    No,  no. 

SM:    How  about  any  prescription  drugs?  Do  you  take  any  medicine  for  anything? 
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JY:  Urn  ...  I  had  one  high  blood  pressure  medicine. 

SM:  You  take  something  for  high  blood  pressure? 

JY:  Yeah,  just  one. 

SM:  Just  one  tablet.   Do  you  remember  the  name  of  the  medicine? 

JY:  I  have  the  ...  I  have  the  medicine  at  home. 

SM:  That's  OK.   You  don't  need  to  get  up  ...  if  it's  just  medicine  for  high 
blood  pressure? 

JY:    Yeah,  high  blood  pressure. 

SM:    Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health,  before  you  were  injured  in 
the  earthquake? 

JY:  Yeah. 

SM:    You  just  have  a  problem  with  high  blood  pressure,  or  does  the  medication 
keep  it  under  control? 

JY:  Yeah. 

SM:    That's  about  all.   What  I'd  like  to  do  ...  we're  trying  to  document  how 
many  people  were  injured  and  what  their  injuries  were;  especially  how  they 
were  injured.   Before  the  hospital  will  release  a  record  of  your  injuries, 
we  need  to  get  you  to  sign  a  medical  release  form,  OK?  At  this  point,  I'm 
going  to  go  ahead  and  conclude  the  interview. 
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D-27,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  7,  1989,  at  approximately  1300  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  ,  San  Francisco.   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The. 
following  persons  were  present. 

SM:    Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
FC: 

SM:    Do  you  want  to  just  tell  me  about,  probably  being  with  when  you  left 
work.  Were  you  coming  home  from  work? 

FC:    Yes.   I  was  going  with  some  friends,  we  left  the  City  at  probably  quarter 
till,  ten  till  five,  which  shows  you  how  fast  I  was  driving  because  I  got 
to  the  Cypress  structure  at  that  time.   I  was  driving  along  in  the  right, 
most  far  right  lane  because  I  was  exiting,  going  to  exit  off  of  Broadway, 
of  the  Broadway  Exit  off  of  880.   I  felt  as  though  I  had  a  flat  tire  at 
first,  I  was  travelling  about  65  miles  per  hour.   There  was  no  traffic 
that  I  could  see,  right  in  front  of  me  or  next  to  me  and  I  thought  that 
that  was  kind  of  unusual.    It  felt  at  first  like  I  had  a  flat  tire.  I've 
never  had  a  flat  tire  before,  driving,  so  I  didn't  know  how  that  felt;  but 
it  almost  felt  like  that,  the  bumpiness  or  something  happened  to  the 
road.  Then,  very  quickly,  I  felt,  I  just  felt  the  ground  go  from 
underneath  me,  kind  of  choppy  so  that  there  was  little  bouncing 
sensation.  Then,  I  felt,  in  my  stomach,  like  I  was  airborne.   I  remember 
bracing  myself,  my  arms  were  straight  out  on  the  steering  wheel  and  I  felt 
myself  completely  brace  myself  stiff  and  the  next  thing  I  knew,  I  felt  the 
impact  of  me  landing  when  I  was  in  the  left  lane,  almost  into  the  far  left 
lane  by  that  time.   What  else  ...  immediately  I  opened  the  door,  which 
they  got  opened.   My  car  was  still  running,  the  radio  was  on.   I  undid  my 
seat  belt  and  just  jumped  out  of  the  car  and  left  it  running.    I  grabbed 
my  purse  and  walked  away.   I  was  just  looking  around,  not  knowing  what's 
going  on.   Then,  I  thought  about  turning  my  car  off  in  case  it  was  going 
to  blow  up  or  something.   When  I  turned  my  car  off,  I  grabbed  my 
sunglasses,  because  I  had  just  bought  them  and  they  are  very  expend ys.  I 
kinda  looked  around  the  car  a  little,  just  in  total  amazement.   I  f  -  '  't 
want  to  stay  around  the  car  too  long.   I  looked  into  the  back  seat  and  I 
couldn't  believe  that  my  speakers  had  fell,  popped  out  of  the  back  seat 
and  were  laying  on  the  back  seat.    I  really  didn't  look  at  the  car,  except 
for  the  front  and  the  piece  of  freeway  in  front,  the  piece  that  I  was  on, 
was  laying  on  top  of  the  car,  on  the  hood  of  the  car.   But,  everything 
else  on  the  car,  to  me  looked  normal,  but  I  really  didn't  see  ...  like  the 
door  was  shut  and  then  I  walked  away.  The  part  that  I  was  on  was  ...  I 
was  the  only  car  on  this  piece  that  was  cut  off  on  both  ends..  So,  I  walked 
over,  by  then  there  was  a  car  that  looks  like  it  went  off  of  the  freeway 
really  close  to  where  I  was  so  there  was  lots  and  lots  of  black  smoke  and 
fire  all  around  where  I  was.   I  went  over  to  that  side,  I  was  over  to  my 
right,  still  facing  south,  I  looked  over  there  and  this  car  was  on  fire 
and  people  were  yelling  up  to  me,  "Are  you  okay?"  There  was  lots  of 
action  on  the  streets  there.  There  was  a  train  of  cars  that  were  right 
where  the  back  of  my  piece  of  freeway  broke  off.   It  went  downhill,  like  I 
had  to  walk  up  and  then  walk  back  down.   So,  I  was  standing  at  the  top  of 
that,  and  this  guy  got  out  of  his  car  and  he  helped  me  kind  of  walk  down 
the  little  piece  of 
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freeway.  We  then  started  helping  these  five  people  that  were  trapped  in 
their  car,  that  were  right  behind  me.   It  was  an  awful  scene.   Blood  all 
over,  there  was  screaming  and  crying.  They  were  all  probably  in  their 
late  50' s.   We  helped  them  out  and  kind  of  walked  around  just  to  see  what 
was  going  on.   Within,  I'd  say  20  minutes  after  the  freeway  collapsed, 
those  guys  from  that  container  company  were  figuring  something  out.  We 
were  standing  there  waiting.   They  piled  one  container  on  top  of  another. 
These  are  ten  foot  big  garbage  containers.   One  on  top  of  each  other. 
These  other  guys  jumped  on  top  of  those  and  they  brought  them  up.   It  took 
them  time  to  figure  out  how  many  containers  they  need  and  what  they  were 
going  to  do.   So,  they  came  and  climbed  over  the  side  of  the  freeway  and 
then  helped  the  other  people.  They  took  all  of  us  women  first.   We  laid 
down  on  the  container  and  they  brought  them  down  to  the  ground.  They  took 
one  off  of  each  other  and  then  helped  us  climb  down.   Do  I  just  keep  on 
going? 

SM:    Go  ahead,  yeah. 

FC:   There  was  debris  all  over  the  streets,  so  the  ambulance  couldn't  get  to 
where  we  were.   But,  there  were  people  who  were  either  driving  around  or 
just  drove  down  there  that  were  transporting  people  on  their  own,  to 
hospitals.   Like  I  said,  blankets  and  first-aid  kits  and  everything  came 
from  out  of  nowhere,  to  help  people.   I  stayed  around  to  help  people.  I 
stayed  around  there.  The  five  people  that  were  in  the  car,  this  one 
couple,  they  were  very  badly  hurt  and  kind  of  crying  out  for  each  other. 
I  got  their  information  for  their  phone,  to  call  their  son  for  them. 
That's  when  these  two  women  said,  if  you  would  like,  we  will  take  you  ... 
our  home.  They  took  me  to  their  home,  which  was  over  in  the  ghetto  part 
of  the  Oakland  area.   Their  phone  was  going  on  and  off,  it  wouldn't  work 
so  they  were  nice  enough  to  drive  me  to  another  pay  phone  around  the 
area.   I  called  my  parents  who,  fortunately,  live  in  Alameda.  They  got 
through  the  tube  and  came  and  got  me.   So,  all  in  all,  I  think  I  was 
there,  probably  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  at  the  most.   I  did  nothing 
heroic  or  anything  like  that. 

SM:    From  what  I  understand,  just  from  talking  to  people,  just  having  people 
call  relatives  is  very  important. 

FC:    I  guess  I  don't  remember  a  lot  of  the  sensation,  of  when  it  actually 
happening.   I  knew  that  something  completely  out  of  the  ordinary  was 
happening  and  I  remember  being  in  the  car  screaming,  "My  God,  What's 
Happening."   It  seemed  like  it  was  a  long  time,  and  yet  it  seemed  like  it 
was  just  in  absolute  seconds.   No  one  knew  anything.   We  just  looked  down 
the  streets  and  thought,  "What  the  hell  happened?"  No  one  knew  it  was  an 
earthquake.   We  just  thought  that  the  freeway  collapsed  on  someone.  I 
think  overall,  everyone  was  pretty  calm,  collected  and  pulled  together 
really  quickly. 

SM:  Lets  go  back  and  pick  up  a  few  of  the  details.  You  were  coming  from  San 
Francisco,  do  you  remember  which  lane  you  were  driving  in,  which  lane  do 
you  normally  drive  in? 
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FC:    Well,  because  I  was  getting  off  of  Broadway,  I  was  in  the  number  four 
lane,  which  is  just  two  exits  away,  or  about  ...  that  I  think. 

SM:    We  already  placed  your  car  on  this  little  isolated  section  of  the  freeway 
that  is  just  south  of  28th  Street. 

FC:    Yeah,  this  is  the  lane  that  I  was  in. 

SM:    You  were  in  the  slow  lane,  way  over  here  on  the  right  hand  side. 
FC:    Yes,  and  I  was  going  65. 

SM:    You've  already  said  traffic  was  very  light.   Do  you  travel  that  route  very 
often? 

FC:    Yeah,  I  go  that  route  a  couple  of  times  a  week.   My  parents  live  out 
there,  so  yes,  I  do  take  this  freeway  a  lot. 

SM:    At  this  same  time? 

FC:    No,  usually,  probably  a  little  later.   I  guess,  but  I  use  to  commute  from 
Newark  into  the  City,  so  I  know  what  traffic  is  like  around  5:00. 

SM:    This  was  unusually  light? 

FC:    Yes,  it  was. 

SM:    So,  there  wasn't  anybody  just  directly  in  front  or  around  you? 
FC:  Right. 

SM:    You  were  in  the  far  left  hand  lane,  what  was  the  first  sensation  that  you 
had,  was  it  that  you  got  pulled  to  the  left  or  to  the  right? 

FC:    Just  a  bumpy  sensation,  like  a  flat  tire.   Like  something  was  wron^  .  ith 
the  car  at  first  and  then  the  next  thing,  then  that  Dumpiness  got  L  ittle 
bit  more  intense,  the  next  thing  that  I  felt  was  that  feeling  that  you  get 
in  your  stomach  when  your  airborne,  that  really  weird  feeling. 

SM:    Sort  of  like  when  an  elevator  goes  too  fast,  or  something? 

FC:    Right,  that  feeling.   That's  when  I  braced  myself,  because  I  actually 
thought  I  was  airborne  and  I  didn't  know  where  I  was  going  to  land. 

SM:    When  you  first  felt  the  bumpiness,  did  you  brake,  did  you  do  anything? 

FC:    No,  because  I  have  always  been  taught  that  when  you  lose  your  car  out  of 
control,  don't  take  your  foot  off  of  the  gas  and  put  on  the  brake.   So,  I 
just  took  my  foot  off  of  the  gas  and  I  was  trying  to  steer  it  into 
control,  but  there  was  no  feeling  of  having  any  type  of  control  at  all. 
That's  when  the  car  just  felt  like  it  was  taking  off,  I  mean  I  didn't  feel 
like  I  was  going  left  or  right,  I  just  felt  like  I  was  going  up  and  there 
was  nothing  underneath  me. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-zsb 


SM:    Do  you  recall  looking  out  over  the  freeway  or  seeing  anything  on  the 
freeway,  seeing  the  pavement  move  or  doing  anything? 

FC:    I  wished  I  would  have,  but  I  didn't.   I  don't  remember  seeing  anything. 

SM:    So,  felt  that  you  were  airborne,  did  you  come  down  with  a  big  crash? 

FC:    I  felt  myself  smash  down.   I  didn't  see  that  I  was  smashing  into  the 

freeway  or  feel  it,  it  just  felt  like  the  piece  that  I  came  down  on,  the 
piece  in  front  of  me  just  came  like  right  on  top  of  my  car.   No  slow 
motion,  site  of  that,  just  that's  where  I  landed  and  I  looked  up. 

SM:   The  car  stopped  immediately,  and  then  what?  After  it  landed? 

FC:    I  stopped. 

SM:    The  section  of  the  freeway,  then  is  actually  in  contact  with  your  car? 
FC:  Right. 

SM:  There's  no  other  cars  around  you,  so  can  you  recall  what  any  other  cars 
did?  Did  you  look  in  your  rear  view  mirror,  do  you  remember  seeing  any 
other  cars? 

FC:  While  it  was  happening? 

SM:  Yes. 

FC:  No. 

SM:  Did  anybody  have  to  help  you  out  of  your  car? 

FC:  No. 

SM:  You  were  able  to  open  the  doors?  . 

FC:  I  just  opened  the  door. 

SM:  At  the  time,  did  you  feel  like  you  were  injured?  I  know  you  said  later 
you  started  feeling  ... 

FC:    Yeah,  at  the  time,  no,  because  my  whole  body  was  shaking.  You  don't  feel 
it. 

SM:    You  got  out  of  your  car  and  you  started  walking  around  or  looking  around 
for  anybody. 

FC:    Yes,  I  walked  over  here  because,  like  I  said,  this  is  like,  right  about 
here  was  a  car  fire.   So,  I  went  over  there  and  looked,  saw  some  guys,  I 
asked  them  "What  the  hell  happened?"  They  said  there  was  an  earthquake 
and  to  wait  there.   I  think  I  was  kind  of  standing  there  and  I  looked  over 
to  my  car  and  I  thought,  okay,  I'd  better  go  turn  the  engine  off  because  I 
could  still  hear  the  radio,  as  well  as  screams  and  cries  and  a  lot  of 
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noise  on  the  streets.   Back  to  the  car,  I  turned  it  off,  grabbed  my 
sunglasses,  looked  around  the  car,  like  the  inside  of  the  car  more  than 
the  outside.    If  I  did  look  at  the  outside,  I  really  don't  remember 
because  when  my  father  saw  my  car,  I  didn't  remember  that  the  roof  was 
caved  in  and  he  said  when  he  shut  the  door  it  was  six  inches  away  from  the 
top  of  the  car.   You  know  all  that,  I  just  don't  remember.    I  opened  up 
the  trunk  and  I  was  looking  for  rags  and  stuff  because  I  walked  back  here 
to  where  this  part  of  the  freeway  broke  off  and  the  car  that  was  right 
here  in  this  fast  lane  had  five  people  with  just  blood  all  over,  so  I  went 
back  to  my  car  and  I  was  looking  for  something  to  use  as  a  rag.   I  had 
nothing,  except  for  a  brand  new  pair  of  pants.   I  was  very  selfish,  but  I 
didn't  give  it  to  them.   So,  then,  when  I  came  back  here,  that's  when  the 
guy  who  was  in  the  middle  car,  kind  of  helped  me  walk  down  the  freeway. 
The  freeway,  as  you  were  coming  down,  was  just  chopped  into  all  different 
pieces,  not  just  the  one  slab,  but  right  where  it  broke  off,  it  seemed  to 
brake  off  into  all  these  chopped  up  pieces. 

SM:    This  is  the  split  north  of  you? 

FC:  Right. 

SM:    It's  not  a  split  like  the  one  in  front  of  you,  but  it's  more  of  a  slope 
downward.  Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  car  this  was  that  five  people- were 
in? 

FC:    It  was  a  blue  Oldsmobile,  kind  of  Ford,  pretty  big. 
SM:    A  large  car. 
FC:    Yeah,  four  door. 

SM:    All  five  people  were  in  there,  white,  black? 

FC:    White.   In,  I'd  say,  there  late  fifties  or  around  there.  All  injured  at 
that  time. 

SM:    Were  they  able  to  get  out? 

FC:    No,  they  weren't.    It  was  unbelievable  that  even  though  there  was  nothing, 
it  didn't  look  like  nothing  hit  them,  both  sides  of  their  car  were  smashed 
in.   I  don't  know  what  smashed,  I  could  see  maybe  the  left  side  because  of 
the  railing,  but  the  right  side,  I  just  couldn't  see  what  could  have 
smashed  it,  unless  the  road  kicked  up.  Their  doors  were  completely 
smashed  in,  the  windows  were  either  opened,  or  they  were  gone.   Me  and 
another  gentleman  pulled  them  out  through  the  window,  except  for  the 
driver,  who  wasn't  pinned,  but  he  was  just  so  severe  pain  that  we  thought 
it  was  best  not  to  move  him.   He  was  literally  screaming  of  how  much  pain 
he  was  in.   So,  we  left  him  in  there  until  someone  else  could  come  and  get 
him.  They  eventually,  the  paramedics  had  him  on  a  stretcher  and 
everything  when  they  got  there. 


SM:    The  other  four  people  got  out? 
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FC:   They  got  out  and  laid  down  on  the  ground,  right  there. 

SM:   What  did  the  person  look  like  that  was  helping  you?  Where  was  he  from? 

FC:    He  was  a  Chinese  gentleman  and  he  was  in  the  middle  car,  here.   It  was  a 
black,  maybe  BMW  or  something  like  that.   He,  from  lifting  the  people  out 
of  the  car,  I  think  he  hurt  his  back.   Because  all  of  a  sudden  he  went  oh 
no.   I  don't  think  he  realized  the  impact  that  he  was  under  either. 

SM:    How  old  was  he? 

FC:    Early  thirty,  I  would  say. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  his  build? 

FC:    He  was  kind  of  stocky  for  a  Chinese  person.   He  wasn't  very  small.   He  had 
black  hair.  That's  all  that  I  remember.   In  this  car,  another,  maybe 
Filipino,  Chinese,  this  guy  had  helped  him  out  of  his  car.   He  just 
couldn't,  maybe  he  was  just  disoriented,  but  he  just  couldn't  get  out  of 
the  car.   He  couldn't  open  the  car  for  himself.   His  car  was  not  as 
damaged  or  anything  and  then  as  soon  as  he  got  out,  he  fell  to  his  knees. 
Again,  nobody  realized  what  they  had  just  been  through.   There  was  this 
woman,  who  was  in  an  old  orange  Celica. 

SM:    Back  behind  the  truck? 

FC:    Yeah,  she  had  her  head  cut  and  was  bleeding  from  her  head.   She  was 

walking  around  like  nothing  happened.  I  mean,  that's  how  out  of  it  she 
was.  All  she  wanted  to  do  was  get  off  and  go  get  her  children  from  the 
baby  sitter.   It  was  kind  of  us  and  the  guy  in  his  truck. 

SM:    This  was  the  big  rig  truck? 

FC:    Right,  which,  if  you  ever  saw  a  close  picture  of  the  truck,  I  can't 

believe  that  he  walked  away  from  that  because  the  cab  was  just  completely 
smashed. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  him,  what  did  he  look  like? 

FC:    Yes,  he  was  probably  in  his  late  forties.   His  cab  started  to  smoke,  but 
it  was  diesel  so  he  tried  to  tell  everyone  not  to  worry  because  it  is  not 
going  to  catch  on  fire  right  away  because  it's  diesel.   He  was  probably  a 
medium  build  guy  and  that's  about  all  that  I  remember  about  him.   So,  it 
was  just  this  group  of  people  and  the  guy  who,  this  was  a  Corvette,  I 
think.   I  remember  all  this  too,  it's  not  that  I  have  total  recall,  but  I 
have  a  picture  of  this.   So,  it  bought  back  memory  more.   It's  not  that  I 
have  this  amazing  recall.   The  guy  in  the  Corvette,  we  were  all  kind  of 
hanging  out  together,  trying  to  see  what  was  going  on.  We  were  talking  to 
the  guys  that  were  working  the  containers  and  things  like  that.  That  was 
pretty  much  all  of  us  that  I  remember. 

SM:    Well,  you  have  a  very  good  memory.   Just  from  your  descriptions,  I  know 
exactly  who  you  are  talking  about.   I  have  interviewed  some  of  these 
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people. 

FC:    Did  you  interview  those  people  that  were  in  that  car? 

SM:    The  five  people  in  the  Cadillac,  I  haven't.   The  person  here  in  the 
Toyota,  the  person  that  went  over  the  side,  I  have. 

FC:    So,  there  was  someone  who  was  right  by  me. 

SM:    Right,  on  fire. 

FC:    I  don't  know  where  he  came  from.   She  was  on  the  top? 

SM:    Yes,  she  came  from  the  top.   She  just  went  right  over  from  the  top.  I 
interviewed  this  man  right  here.   The  one  who  got  out  and  fell  to  his 
knees.  This  man,  someone  else  interviewed.   I  think  this  is  the  one  that 
is  still  in  the  hospital. 

FC:    Oh,  is  he?   He  seemed  fine,  then. 

SM:    Maybe  not,  maybe  it  was  another  truck  driver. 

FC:    Underneath  here,  I  don't  know  if  you  noticed  or  not,  right  here,  there  is 
like  the  back  to  a  big  rig.   Was  that  guy  hurt?  That  cab  was  fine,  it 
wasn't  smashed.   Because  you  can't  really  tell  were  the  cab  is,  you  just 
see  the  back  and  go.   He  must  have  been  doing  something  right  to  have  this 
piece  stay  intact. 

SM::  Yes,  that  is  amazing.   After  you  checked  and  assisted  with  all  of  these 
people  here,  then  you  got  off  on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway? 

FC:    Right  about  here,  I  guess  that's  where  we  were. 

SM:    About  twelve  hours  prior  to  all  of  this  happening,  did  you  consume  any 
alcohol  or  take  any  prescription  medication. 

FC:    No,  birth  control  pills.   That's  it. 

SM:    That's  not  going  to  affect  your  vision  or  anything.   Do  you  have  any 
vision  restrictions? 

FC:  No. 

SM:    You  don't  need  glasses  to  drive?  Prior  to  all  of  this  happening,  do  you 
consider  yourself  to  being  in  good  health? 

FC:  Yes. 

SM:    Your  injuries  then,  later  you  said  you  had  soreness  to  your  neck. 

FC:    Yes.   It  felt  like  I  just  pulled  everything  in  my  neck.   I  couldn't  pull 
my  head  forward  all  the  way.  The  strain  was  just  too  much,  or  all  the  way 
back.   I  wore  a  neck  collar  for,  I  guess  the  past  2  weeks.   I  just  stopped 
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wearing  it  when  I  went  away  on  vacation.  My  back  was  just  kind  of  a  vary 
lower  back  strain.   I  don't  know  where  this  whole  thing  came  from.  This 
was,  it  started  the  Thursday  after  the  earthquake.   I  just  woke  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  had  all  around  my  ribs  and  my  back,  just  this 
major  pain.   It  felt  like  pressure  from  the  inside.   Thursday  night, 
Friday  night  and  then  that's  been  it,  except  for  one  time  last  week.  I 
told  the  Doctor  about  it,  and  you  know  doctors  are  sometimes,  like  your 
Mom,  oh,  it's  gas  or  something  like  that.   But,  it  was  really  an  intense 
pain.  You  start  thinking  that  it's  your  mind  too  because  I  went  though 
the  first  few  days  just  telling  people  about  it  and  felt  absolutely 
normal.  Then,  Thursday  it  just  hit  me  like  a  ton  of  bricks.   I  became 
very  depressed,  and  very  emotional,  I  cried  at  the  drop  of  a  dime.   I  felt 
the  earth  move  on  a  constant  basis,  where  ever  I  was.   I  never  felt  safe 
at  all.   I'm  involved  in  an  organization,  a  12  step  program,  and  got 
support  through  that  and  worked  at  it  like  that.    I  was  about  ready  to 
seek  counseling,  when  my  company  offered  to  give  me  time  off.  My 
emotional  strain  has  been  far  more  than  my  physical. 

SM:    That's  fairly  common.  We  have  been  hearing  that  from  almost  everybody. 

FC:    It's  also  good  to  hear  that  you  are  normal  and  not  going  out  of  your  mind. 

SM:    Everybody,  everybody  that  I  have  interviewed  from,  no  matter  what  the 
injuries,  from  minor  to  none  to  very  major.  They  say  they  feel  the  same 
type  of  stresses  and  tension.   I  think  I  will  conclude  the  interview  at 
this  time. 
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D-29,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  3,  1989,  at  approximately  1405  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 
the  residence  of  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following 

is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
WL: 

PW:    Could  you  state  your  current  address 
WL: 

PW:    Your  phone  number? 
WL:    My  phone  number  i: 

PW:    Your  driver's  license  is  Is  that  correct? 

WL:  Yes. 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth? 
WL: 

PW:  before  you  entered  the  1-880  freeway,  about  5,  10  minutes  before 

that,  where  were  you? 

WL:  I  was  passing  the  San  Francisco-Bay  Bridge. 

PW:  Where  were  you  going? 

WL:  I  was  going  to  Oakland. 

PW:  When  you  first  entered  1-880,  how  was  the  traffic  like? 

WL:  The  traffic  was  real  light. 

PW:  How  many  cars  were  around  you? 

WL:  About  three  or  four  cars. 

PW:  Three  or  four  cars? 

WL:  Yeah. 

PW:  That  was  mostly  in  front  or  behind  you? 

WL:  I  remember  it  was  two  in  front  of  me  and  maybe  one  or  two  behind  me. 

PW:  Do  you  travel  this  freeway  often? 
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WL:  Only  once  in  a  while. 

PW:  You  were  going  in  the  southbound  direction.  That  was  the  top  deck? 

WL:  Yeah,  the  upper  deck. 

PW:  Do  you  know  what  lane  you  were  on? 

WL:  I  was  in  the  second  lane. 

PW:  How  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going  at  the  time? 

WL:  I  was  driving  55  mph. 

PW:  How  about  the  other  cars  around  you? 

WL:  I  don't  know. 

PW:  You  were  the  only  person  in  the  car? 

WL:  Yeah. 

PW:  At  what  point  on  1-880  were  you  driving  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

WL:    I  believe  only  two  or  three  seconds  after  I  entered  1-880,  I  felt  the 
bridges  moving  and  then  after  a  few  seconds,  I  saw  the  freeways 
collapsing. 

PW:    You  are  referring  to  1-880,  right? 

WL:    880,  yeah. 

PW:    What  did  you  first  feel? 

WL:    The  first  feeling  I  have  is  "Gee,  how  come  this  freeway  is  so  lousv  m 

making?"  The  second  thing  is  "Why  am  I  here?"  Then,  the  third  thn:.s  is  I 
saw  the  freeways  collapsing,  so  I  tried  to  hold  onto  the  steering  wheel 
and  start  to  step  on  my  brake  and  try  to  slow  down. 

PW:    Let  me  put  it  this  way,  what  is  the  first  thing  you  felt  when  you  were  in 
the  car?  Did  you  feel  the  freeway  moving  or  anything  like  that? 

WL:    First  of  all,  I  felt  that  I  was  dizzy  and  I  say  "Oh,  I  was  dizzy,  what's 
wrong  with  me?"  Then,  I  saw  a  truck  in  front  of  me,  it  is  moving. 

PW:  What  do  you  mean  moving?  Back  and  forth,  sideways? 

WL:  Sideways,  moving  sideways. 

PW:  Out  of  his  lane? 

WL:  Yeah,  out  of  its  lane. 
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PW:    Do  you  know  how  far  out  of  his  lane? 

WL:    It  was  about,  I  think  he  was  about  in  the  second  lane  or  the  fast  lane  and 
it  looks  like  he  is  driving  to  the  third  lane  and  then  back  to  the  first 
lane.   Something  like  that. 

PW:    That  bad,  huh? 

WL:    Yeah.   Then,  I  felt  that  I  was  dizzy.   So,  I  don't  know  what  is  going  on? 
Suddenly  it  looks  like  the  freeway  was  collapsing. 

PW:    Did  anything  else  happen  before  the  freeway  collapsed? 

WL:    No,  it  did  not. 

PW:    How  did  your  car  behave?  Did  your  car  stay  in  your  lane? 

WL:    My  car  was  moving  too,  and  I  was  trying  to  straighten  out  to  keep  on  the 
same  lane,  but  it  felt  like  a  flat  tire,  your  moving  a  lot,  to  try  to  stop 
the  car. 

PW:    Did  you  see  anything  else  happen  before  the  freeway  started  to  collapse? 
WL:    No,  I  did  not. 

PW:    You  recall  the  truck  in  front.  Any  other  car  that  you  remember  seeing 
around  you? 

No. 

How  about  in  front  of  the  truck?  Was  there  a  car  in  front? 

The  traffic  was  light  at  that  time.   I  think  maybe  because  of  the  World. 
Series,  everybody  stayed  home,  or  something  like  that.   So,  I  only  saw  the 
car  ...  the  truck  in  front  of  me.. 

PW:    When  you  saw  that  the  truck  was  moving  back  and  forth  and  you  felt  that 
you  had  a  flat  tire,  what  did  you  do  then?  Did  you  brake  or  what? 

WL:    First  of  all,  I  tried  to  step  on  the  brake  to  try  to  slow  down  my  car.  I 
am  afraid  to  jam  on  the  brakes  because  I  am  afraid  that  people  on  my  back 
might  hit  on  me.   So,  I  tried  to  step  on  the  brake  and  try  to  slow  down  my 
car  and  finally  I  realized  that  the  freeway  is  collapsing,  so  I  tried  to 
stop  the  car  at  that  time. 

PW:   The  car  that  was  behind  you,  was  it  close  by? 

WL:    It  happened  so  fast,  I  don't  know  if  there  was  a  car  behind  me  or  not. 

PW:    When  you  say  the  freeway  collapsed,  what  was  the  first  thing  you  saw?  Did 
the  freeway  go  down  or  up  or? 

rfL:    I  first  saw  that  the  freeway  was  coming  in  like  a  wave. 
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PW:    Up  and  down  wave? 

WL:    Bounce  or  something  like  that.  The  second  thing  I  felt,  the  freeway  looks 
like  it  is  collapsing. 

PW:  Did  you  see  any  side  to  side  motion  by  the  freeway,  or  you  don't  remember? 

WL:  No,  I  don't  remember. 

PW:  You  do  remember,  that  it  went  up  and  down? 

WL:  Yeah.   It  went  up  and  down  for  a  while. 

PW:  At  this  point,  you  started  to  brake,  and  then  what  happened? 

WL:    Then,  I  started  to  stop  my  car  and  then  finally  everything  stopped  and  I 
saw  that  the  freeway  in  front  of  me  is  about  two  feet  higher  than  my  part 
of  the  freeway  and  my  car  just  hit  on  the  freeway.   Everything  stopped. 

PW:    So,  in  front,  a  portion  of  freeway  came  up.   Did  you  see  it  come  up? 

WL:    No,  I  didn't. 

PW:    You  just  ran  right  into  the  portion  of  the  freeway  that  raised  above  your 
section  there? 

WL:  Urn -hum 

PW:  You  were  wearing  your  three-point  restraint  system? 

WL:  Yes,  I  was  wearing  my  seatbelt. 

PW:  After  you  hit  the  freeway  structure,  what  did  you  do  then? 

WL:    I  felt  that  everything  looked  like  it  was  stopped.   So,  I  tried  to  open 
the  door  and  I  have  to  use  my  knee  to  kick  the  door  out.    I  first  realized 
that  my  back  was  hurt  but,  I  saw  that  two  cars  were  beside  me.   One  car, 
the  one  on  my  right  hand  side,  the  gentleman  is  out  of  the  car  and  is 
jammed  by  the  seatbelt,  he  can't  come  out,  so  I  had  to  help  him  to  pull 
him  out. 

PW:    What  car  was  he  in?  Do  you  remember? 

WL:    No,  I  don't. 

PW:    How  about  the  color? 

WL:    I  don't  know. 

PW:    This  was  a  male,  white? 

WL:    A  male,  Oriental . 
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PW:  A  male,  Oriental? 

WL:  Yeah. 

PW:  He  was  stuck  in  his  seatbelt? 

WL:  Yeah,  he  was  stuck  in  his  seat,  because  of  his  seatbelt. 

PW:  You  were  able  to  help  him  out? 

WL:  Yeah.   I  tried  to  pull  him  out  and  after  that  he  sat  outside  of  the  car. 

PW:  I  see,  he  didn't  have  any  passengers  in  there,  did  he? 

WL:    No,  he  was  only  by  himself.   There  was  a  car  on  my  left  hand  side.  They 
were  five  older  people  inside  the  car  and  they  were  all  bloody  and 
screaming,  so  I  walked  over  there  and  pulled  four  of  the  five  people  out 
and  the  driver,  I  could  not  pull  him  out  because  he  said  his  face  will 
hurt. 

PW:    Did  the  other  two  cars  hit  the  structure  of  the  freeway  that  raised? 

WL:    Only  my  car  and  the  one  on. my  left  side  hit  the  freeway. 

PW:    The  one  with  the  four  passengers? 

WL:    Yeah,  the  one  with  the  four  passengers. 

PW;    What  did  the  guy  on  the  right  hit? 

WL:    He  didn't  hit  anything.   He  just  stopped  right  there.   He  didn't  hit 
anything,  his  car  is  OK. 

PW:    Did  you  see  any  other  people  in  other  cars  that  were  jammed  around  you? 

WL:    Well,  there  was  the  two,  but  those  were. the  only  two  cars  that  I  saw  that 
people  were  jammed  in  there  and  then  I  saw  a  few  people,  walking  on  the 
freeway. 

PW:    But,  there  were  no  other  cars  stopped  close  to  you  besides  these  two  cars 
you  mentioned? 

WL:  No. 

PW:    Can  you  tell  me  where  you  hurt  after  the  impact  with  the  freeway 
structure? 


WL 
PW 
WL 


My  neck  and  my  lower  back. 

Anywhere  else, 

No. 
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PW:   Did  you  see  any  other  car  where  the  passengers  were  trapped  in  there,  a 
distance  away,  or  anything  like  that? 

WL:  No. 

PW:    Do  you  know  where  approximately  you  came  to  stop  on  the  freeway? 
WL:    How  long? 

PW:    From  where  you  came  on  the  1-880  from  the  Bay  Bridge.   Once  you  got  onto 
1-880  right,  how  far  from  that  point? 

WL:    I  think  the  most  is  maybe  one  mile. 

PW:    You  got  that  far  when  it  happened,  huh? 

WL:  Yeah. 

PW:    Could  you  see  in  front  and  behind  you  on  the  freeway,  to  see  what  the 
damage  ... 

WL:    When  the  freeway  started  shaking,  I  can't  see  anything  because  I  was 
dizzy.  After  I  stopped,  then  I  saw  a  few  cars  in  front  of  me  and  a  few 
cars  behind  me,  that's  all. 

PW:    Did  you  see,  before  the  earthquake  stopped,  do  you  see  way  in  front,  what 
the  freeway  was  doing  ...  or  did  you  have  a  chance  to  do  that? 

WL:   The  only  thing  I  felt,  is  the  truck  in  front  of  me  is  out  of  control  and  I 
also  felt  that  my  car  is  driving  like  a  "Z",  so  I  tried  to  slow  down  at 
that  time.  That  is  what  I  felt  before  the  earthquake. 

PW:    The  people  that  were  in  the  car  that  were  hurt  with  the  four  passengers, 
were  they  older  people? 

WL:  Yes,  they  were  older  people,  older  white  people. 

PW:  Were  they  white  people? 

WL:  Yes,  white  people. 

PW:  Were  they  in  their  50 's  or  60 's? 

WL:  I  think  they  were  at  least  60  and  older. 

PW:  You  said  there  was  an  up  and  down  motion? 

WL:  Uh-hum. 

PW:  Did  you  feel  that  in  your  car,  or  did  you  see  it? 

WL:  I  just  saw  it. 
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PW:  But  as  far  as  you  feeling  the  freeway  during  the  earthquake  was  it  ...  it 
just  felt  like  you  had  flat  tires? 

WL:  Well  actually  I  didn't  feel  that  I  have  a  flat  tire,  but  I  just  felt  that 
my  car  was  out  of  control.  But  I  heard  that  a  lot  people,  they  feel  that 
their  car  is  just  a  flat  tire. 

PW:  Can  you  describe  the  motion  while  you  were  driving  at  all,  or  ... 

WL:  What  do  you  mean  motion? 

PW:  Motion  of  the  freeway,  which  way  did  it  roll  or  ... 

WL:  First  of  all,  it  is  going  side  ...  up  and  down  the  side  ... 

PW:  Side  to  side  huh? 

WL:  Side  to  side,  then  later  on  its  a  wave. 

PW:  At  what  point  did  you  realize  that  the  freeway  was  falling,  or  you  just 
all  of  a  sudden  just  saw  that  it  collapsed? 

WL:  I  just  saw  that  the  wave  is  coming  and  then  the  first  feeling  I  have  is  I 
know  that  the  freeway  is  going  to  collapse,  but  I  didn't  see  the  freeways 
collapsing. 

PW:  You  don't  wear  glasses  while  ... 

WL:  Yes  I  did,  but  after  I  stop  I  lost  my  glasses. 

PW:  You  have  no  problem  seeing  in  front  or  behind  at  that  point? 

WL:  No,  I  can  see  without  my  glasses. 

PW:  Are  you  taking  medications  or  drugs  before  you  drive? 

WL:  No  I  did  not. 

PW:  Your  overall  health  before  the  earthquake  ... 

WL:  Yeah  um-hum. 

PW:  How  was  your  health?  Good? 

WL:  Good,  yeah. 

PW:  Is  there  anything  else  you  want  to  add  that  I  did  not  ask  I 

WL:  I  guess  that's  it. 

PW:  You  said  there  was  a  Black  guy  that  came  from  the  city  street  up  to  help 
everybody. 
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ML:   A  black  guy  and  a  white  guy.  They  were  using  a  forklift  to  lift  up  two 
containers  and  then  climb  up  to  the  freeway  and  help  and  start  to  look  for 
people  that  needed  help.   Also,  there  was  a  ... 

PW:   Who  was  driving  the  forklift? 

WL:    There  was  a  white  guy. 

PW:   Another  white  guy? 

WL:   Yeah,  the  white  guy.  Also,  there  was  a  policeman,  I  think  he  was  off 
duty,  and  he  was  helping  a  lot  too. 

PW:   This  black  person  that  came  up,  how  old  was  he? 

WL:    I  believe  he  was  around  25  to  30  years  old.   A  real  heavy  guy. 

PW:    Did  it  look  like  he  worked  down  from  where  you  came  to  rest? 

WL:    I  don't  think  so.   I  think  he  just,  he  may  be  working  there,  but  I'm  not 
sure.   But,  he  stopped  to  help  people  to  help  yell  at  people  to  come. 
Also  he  is  helping  people  to  come  up  too. 

PW:    Did  your  part  of  the  freeway  there  collapse  at  all? 

WL:    My  part  of  the  freeway  only  collapsed  maybe  the  most  six  feet. 

PW:  Down? 

WL:    Down  six  feet  yeah.   If  my  part  of  the  freeway  fell  all  the  way  to  the 
bottom  part,  I  think  that  I  would  not  sit  right  now. 

PW:    How  about  the  freeway  that  was  in  front?  Did  you  see  that  collapse?  How 
far  down  was  the  impact? 

WL:    I  think  maybe  3  to  5  sections  in  front  of  me  is  a  collapsing  part  too.  I 
saw  the  truck  is  about  ...  I  can  at  least  see  was  the  top  of  the  truck. 

PW:  What  kind  of  truck,  a  large  truck. 

WL:  A  large  truck.  Those  are  container  truck. 

PW:  A  container  truck,  what  color  was  it? 

WL:  I  forgot. 

PW:  But,  you  only  saw  the  container  part? 

WL:  I  could  only  see  the  front  part  of  the  truck. 

PW:  Did  you  see  the  entire  trailer  too? 

WL:  No,  I  don't  remember.   I  could  only  see  part  of  the  truck. 
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PW:    I  really  appreciate  your  assistance  with  this  interview 
WL:    Oh,  you  are  welcome. 

PW:    I  am  going  to  conclude  this  interview  at  1421  hours. 
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'-30,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  #7207,  on 

lovember  1,  1989.  at  approximately  1000  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

.,  Benicia.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
rol lowing  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
/ere  present. 


Identification: 

JM:  Jim  Mengle 
JL: 
I  0L: 

JM:  will  you  state  your  name  please,  for  the  tape  recording? 

JL: 

JM:    Your  date  of  birth  is 
JL:  Yes. 

JM:    You  were  the  driver  of  the 
JL:  Yes. 

JM:    Are  you  the  registered  owner  of  that  car, 
JL:  Yes. 

JM:    This  is  your  residence  address, 
JL:  Yes. 

JM:    How  long  have  you  been  here, 
JL:    14  Years. 

JM:    Why  don't  you  just  give  me  your  summary,  or  description,  of  what  occurred 
that  day. 

JL:    My  brother-in-law  says,  are  you  playing  with  the  steering  wheel?   I  said, 
look  the  car's  starting  to  bounce  like  a  rubber  ball.   I'm  pretty  sure 
we're  going  this  way,  then  no,  then  all  at  once,  we  went  down  a  little 
bit.   The  road  went  down.   Then,  all  of  a  sudden  here  comes  this  woman  in 
front  of  me  ...  smack  ...  that  was  it,  it  happened  so  fast  ... 

JM:    Let  me  ask  you  these  questions,  then.   How  often  do  you  travel  that  route, 
on  880?  Would  you  describe  it  as  frequently,  often,  seldom? 


JL:    Not  too  much.   We  usually  go  to  San  Jose  quite  a  bit,  I've  got  relatives 
...  I  got  my  brother,  my  brother-in-law,  and  my  sister-in-law,  and 
we  were  going  to  a  Rosary  in  San  Jose,  a  cousin  passed  away.   We  were 
going  out  to  visit.   That's  why  I  went  that  way. 
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JM:  Would  you  say  that  you  travelled  880  seldom,  or  ... 

JL:  Oh,  I'd  say  maybe  a  dozen  times  a  year. 

JM:  Which  direction  were  you  travelling,  southbound? 

JL:  South. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  in  terms  of  ... 

JL:  Traffic  was  light. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  in, 

JL:  I  was  in  the  fast  lane. 

JM:  The  far  left  lane. 

JL:  Because  we  came  in  ...  the  rest  you  go  San  Francisco  and  the  south  lane 
goes  to  San  Jose. 

JM:  From  here,  you  came  down  Interstate  80  and  took  the  interchange  to  880? 

JL:  That's  right. 

JM:  You  were  in  the  fast  lane? 

JL:  That's  right. 

JM:  How  fast  were  you  driving  that  day? 

JL:  Fifty,  fifty-five. 

JM:  Fifty- five,  would  you  say? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle? 

JL:  Five. 

JM:  Five,  total? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  I  think  we  have  all  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  people,  here  already, 
so  I  don't  have  to  go  over  ...  maybe  I'd  better  clarify  the  location  of 
the  people  in  the  car.  is  your  wife,  here,  she  in  the  right  front 

seat? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Let  me  go  through  these  others,  here. 
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JL:    Is  my  brother. 

JM:    Your  brother,  where  was  he  seated? 

JL:    In  the  outside,  the  passenger's  side  in  the  back  seat,  in  the  outside. 

JM:    Right  or  left? 

JL:    Right,  back  seat  in  the  right. 

JM:    Right  rear? 

JL: 

JM:    She  was  in  the  middle. 
JM:    Middle  rear? 
JL:  Yes. 
[  JM: 

JL:  my  brother-in-law,  he  was  in  the  back,  the  left  back  seat. 

JM:    Left  rear. 
JL:  Yes. 

JM:    Now,  could  you  describe  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began,  in  terms 
of  a  cross  street? 

JL:    I  think  I  can  remember  ...  we  were  right  by  the  garbage  ...  bunch  of 
industrial  down  there,  Cypress  Street,  by  the  ... 

JM:    By  the  garbage  ... 

JL:    They  had  garbage  trucks  down  below  there  someplace.   I  remember  ... 
OL     A  &  T  Trucking. 
JM:    A  &  T  Trucking? 
JL:    Something  like  that,  yeah. 
JM:    A  &  T  Trucking  was  in  that  vicinity? 
it  JL:  Yes. 

i    JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
your  car? 

i    JL:    There  was  nobody  near  ...  when  we  hit  there  was  another  pick-up  to  the 
right  of  us,  they  also  hit  the  wall. 
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JM:   What  color  was  that  pick-up,  do  you  recall? 

JL:    I  don't  know  if  it  was  a  tan,  or  was  it  a  blue,  I  don't  know,  everything 
happened  so  fast,  everything  happened  so  fast. 

JM:    You  don't  recall  anything  about  any  other  vehicles  in  your  vicinity? 

JL:    I'm  not  sure,  but  there  was  a  small  semi  on  top,  I  don't  remember. 

JM:    Semi  truck? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:   Was  that  in  front  of  you  or  ... 

JL:    In  front  of  me,  I  don't  know,  there's  one  in  back  ...  there  was  one  in 
back  too  ...  but  there  was  one  in  front,  I'm  not  sure,  now.    'Cause  I 
remember  seeing  a  man  come  out  of  there  ...  'cause  this  truck  passed  me 
up,  I'm  pretty  sure  it  was  a  semi -truck.   Not  those  big  ones,  maybe  a  35 
foot  trailer. 

JM:   Truck-tractor  and  container  trailer  ... 

JL:    I'm  not  sure  on  that  ... 

JM:    What  was  your  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

JL:    I  thought  maybe  a  blow-out,  or  something,  when  it  happened.   Then,  that 
big  wheel  guy  ...  then  we  were  bouncing  like  a  rubber  ball,  like  this, 
rumbling  like  this.  Then,  next  thing,  the  bridge  went  down.  Then,  pretty 
soon,  here  comes  like,  the  road  went  like  this  and  here  comes  this  wall 
and  that's  when  I  (sound  effect  of  hitting  the  wall)  ...  it  happened  so 
fast. 

JM:    When  you  felt  something  was  wrong,  what  did  you  do?  Did  you  brake r  neer 

9 

•   •   •  * 

JL:  I  put  brake,  yeah 

JM:  Did  you  brake  hard  or  just  moderately? 

JL:  No,  it  was  moderate. 

JM:  Moderate  braking? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Did  you  change  lanes  at  all? 

JL:  No,  I  stayed  right  there. 

JM:  In  the  lane,  OK.   Do  you  wear  corrective  lenses  or  contacts,  or  anything 
when  you  drive? 
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JL:  No,  I  just  wear  bifocals  I  wear  when  I  read.   That's  all. 

JM:  So,  you  are  not  required  to  wear  corrective  lenses? 

JL:  No. 

JM:  Are  you  ...  prior  to  the  earthquake,  were  you  in  good  health? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Were  you  talcing  any  medication  that  day? 

JL:  No,  no  ...  now  I  am,  I  wasn't  taking  no  pills  at  all,  no  pills  at  all. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  what  the  other  vehicles  did  around  you? 

JL:    Well,  like  I  say,  there  was  no  traffic  ...  before,  I  know  cars  passed  me 
up,  but  when  the  earthquake  started  ...  that  was  it  ...  happened  so  fast. 

JM:    You  indicated  that  the  roadway  fell  and,  then  what  happened  was  that  you 
hit  the  wall  in  front  of  you. 

JL:    We  hit  the  wall,  it  came  up  see,  part  of  the  freeway  just  went  up  this  way 
...  and  hit  that  ...  smack  ...  that  was  the  end,  right  there. 

JM:    The  freeway  buckled  up  in  front  of  you. 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  where  your  vehicle  came  to  rest,  was  it  right  in  the  number 
one  lane,  the  fast  lane,  right  against  the  wall? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  around  you,  where  they  came  to  rest? 

JL:    Like  I  said,  that  pick-up  that  hit  the  wall,  like  I  did,  that's  all  I  can 
remember . 

JM:  Was  he  to  your  right? 

JL:  To  the  right  of  me,  yes. 

JM:  What  color  was  that  did  you  say? 

JL:  Tan  or  light  blue,  it  was  an  old  pick-up,  I  know. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  how  many  people  were  in  that? 

JL:  I  think  there  was  one,  if  I'm  not  mistaken. 

JM:  A  male  or  a  female? 
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JL:  Male. 

JM:  Male  in  the  pick-up? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Solo,  OK.   How  did  you  get  out  of  the  vehicle? 

JL:  People  from  the  streets  got  us  out. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  any  of  their  names,  or  anything? 

JL:  No. 

JM:  As  far  as  your  injuries  go,  your  injuries  were  ...  you  have  a  broken  back? 

JL:  Broken  back,  yes. 

JM:  How  did  you  get  to  the  hospital? 

JL:  People  from  the  streets  ... 

0L  From  a  van 

JM:  Was  it  a  private  ... 

JL:  Yeah  ... 

JM:  Did  you  go  in  an  ambulance  or  ... 

JL:  No,  no  ambulance,  no.   They  couldn't  get  ...  paramedics,  no  ambulance. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  the  name  of  the  people  that  took  you  to  the  hospital? 

JL:  No,  I  was  in  such  pain  ... 

JM:  Did  they  take  you  to  Merritt? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:    Is  that,  would  that  be  correct  for  all  the  other  occupants  of  your  car,  as 
well? 

JL:  Yes,  let's  see,  all  different  vehicles  took  us.  We  all  didn't  go 
together.  My  wife  went  in  another  one,  I  went  in  another  one,  my 
brother-in-law,  brother  and  sister-in-law  went  in  another  one. 

JM:    Did  you  all  go  to  Merritt? 

JL:  Yeah. 

JM:    The  other  occupants  in  you  car  were  assisted  out  of  the  car  as  well,  by 
the  street  ...  people  from  the  street  there? 


> 
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JL:  Yes. 

JM:    The  other  occupants,  they  were  all  injured? 

JL:    Yes.   My  brother-in-law  he  was  just  bruised  a  little  bit,  that's  all.  My 
brother-in-law  had  a  hole  in  his  stomach  and  he  had  to  have  surgery,  soon 
as  he  got  there,  he  had  to  have  surgery.   He  was  all  busted  up  with  glass 
and  rocks  and  everything  else.   My  sister-in-law,  she  was  all  cut  and 
bruised,  she  had  to  have  blood  transfusion.   See,  how  they  got  us  down  ... 
they  got  a  forklift,  and  with  this  forklift  they  put  two  of  these  big 
shipping  containers  they  ship  overseas  ...  that's  how  they  got  us  down. 

JM:    Do  you  know  about  any  of  the  occupants  in  the  vehicles  around  you,  how 
they  got  down,  what  happened  to  them? 

JL:    I  was  such  in  pain,  I  don't  know  what  ...  I  think  I  was  the  last  to  get 
down,  I  was  such  in  pain. 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake  ...  what 
was  it  going  from  side  to  side,  forward  and  backward  ... 

JL:    First  was  bouncing,  and  then  it  was  going  like  this. 

JM:    You're  indicating  with  your  hands  from  side  to  side? 

JL:    Yes,  and  then  I  could  really  fell  that  thump  ... 

JM:    That's  when  it  dropped  ... 

JL:    How  far  from  side  to  side  would  you  say  the  motion  of  your  car  was,  in 
terms  of  was  1t  feet  or  inches,  would  you  say. 

JL:    I'd  imagine  a  couple  of  feet. 

JM:    From  side  to  side? 

JL:    Yes,  'cause  I  tell  you,  we  were  right  to  the  wall  ...  the  railing  ...  we 
were  right  next  to  it. 

JM:  Did  your  car  hit  the  railing  or  ... 

JL:  I  must  have,  'cause  we  couldn't,  it  was  just  next  to  the  railing. 

JM:  When  you  exited  your  car,  do  you  recall  if  the  doors  would  open,  or  ... 

JL:  No,  they  couldn't  get  them  open. 

JM:  How  did  they  get  you  out? 

JL:  The  windows  were  all  smashed  ...  the  passenger's  side  were  all  smashed  ... 

JM:  So,  they  got  you  out  of  the  passenger-side  windows? 
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JL:    Yeah  ...  'cause  the  rocks  flew  ...  when  that  wall  came  up,  rocks  flied  all 
over  the  place.   My  wife's  sitting  there  with  a  hole  like  this. 

JM:    In  her  windshield,  a  hole  about  the  size  of  a  basketball? 

JL:    I  imagine  about  like  that. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling? 

JL:    Well  it  sounded  like  to  me  like  something  was  wrong  with  tires  or 
something,  or  the  steering  apparatus  of  that  car.   Like  it  was 
uncontrollable. 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake?  Was  it  swaying,  rolling,  which  direction  ... 

JL:    It  happened  so  fast,  I  can't  say.   We  were  bouncing  this  way  ...  it 
happened  so  fast,  we  were  hollering,  "what  happened,  what  happened." 
That's  all,  and  then  pretty  soon  we  realized  there  must  have  been  an 
earthquake. 

JM:  Were  you  wearing  your  seat  belt? 

JL:  Seat  belt,  yes. 

JM:  Your  car  had  a  shoulder  harness  system  in  it? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  You  were  wearing  that  at  the  time? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Is  there  anything  else  that  you'd  like  to  add,  that  you  think  could 

be  helpful  to  us? 

JL:  No. 

JM:    I'll  conclude  this  interview  at  10:15  AM,  then. 
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P-30A,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Menqle,  #7207,  at 

approximately  1020  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

,  Benicia.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present 

Identification: 

JM:   Jim  Mengle,  CHP 
OL: 

JM:  now  I  understand  that  you  were  a  passenger  in  your  husband's 

vehicle,  is  that  correct? 

OL:  Yes,  I  was. 

JM:  You  were  seated  where? 

OL:  In  the  front  passenger  side. 

JM:  Were  you  wearing  your  seat  belt  system? 

OL:  Yes,  I  was. 

JM:  Was  that  a  lap  belt  and  a  shoulder  harness  system? 

OL:  Yes,  it  was. 

JM:  You  were  in  the  '8g  Olds? 

OL:  Yes. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  in  terms  of  how  heavy  the  traffic  was? 

OL:    It  was  lighter  than  we  had  expected.   We  purposely  left  a  little  earlier, 
because  we  were  afraid  of  heavy  traffic.  The  time  element  to  get  to  San 
Jose  in  time  for  the  Rosary.  That  was  reason  we  left,  thinking  the 
traffic  would  be  heavier,  but  it  wasn't.   It  was  light* 

JM:    You  were  travelling  from  Benicia  to  San  Jose? 

OL:  Right. 

JM:    You  were  southbound  on  the  Cypress. 

OL:  880. 

JM:    880.   Could  you  tell  me  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began,  in  terms 
of  cross  streets,  or  reference  points? 

0L:    Right  at  what  they  call  the  Cypress  Street  overpass. 

JM:    Cypress  Street  overpass? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-zso 


OL:    I  think  that's  what  they  call  it. 

JM:    I  think  you  mentioned  earlier  that  you  were  near  a  business  called  ... 
OL:    AT  Trucking,  and  some  garbage  company. 

JM:    Was  A  T  Trucking  on  the  right  side  of  the  freeway  when  you  were  going 
southbound,  or  the  left  side? 

OL:   The  left  side,  going  southbound. 

JM:   Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you? 

OL:    A  truck  had  passed  us  and  there  was  a  small,  I  thought  it  was  a  passenger 
car,  but  it  could  have  been  a  truck,  a  small  truck. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  what  color  it  was? 

OL:    No,  I  don't. 

JM:    What  make? 

OL:  No. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  number  of  occupants  in  the  car  or. 
pick-up? 

OL:    One  fellow  came  over  and  asked  how  we  were  and  I  asked  how  he  was,  and  he 
said  he  was  hurt,  but  not  like  we  were.   Asked  if  he  could  help  us  out. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  his  name? 

OL:  He  never  gave  me  his  name,  at  that  time. 

JM:  You  felt  that  he  came  out  of  one  of  the  other  vehicles? 

OL:  He  came  out  of  the  car,  or  the  truck,  whatever  it  was,  to  our  right. 

JM:  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

OL:    It  was  funny  because  I  had  just  settled  back  ...  we  had  just  put  the 
channel  for  the  Series  on  and  we  had  all  settled  back  to  listen  to  the 
Series,  and  the  next  thing,  I  looked  at  the  radio  and  I  noticed  the 
station  had  changed  and  I  said,  "why  did  the  station  change,  I  didn't 
touch  it."  My  sister-in-law  leaned  forward,  toward  the  front,  to  look  at 
it,  and  she  said,  "yes  it  did  change",  and  the  next  thing  we  knew  we  were 
rocking  and  rolling.  said  to  'what  are  you  doing  with  the 

steering  wheel",  and  said  nothing.  We  started  bouncing  around  like  a 
rubber  ball,  and  before  we  knew  it  we  went  up  and  down  and  then  everything 
just  fell  apart. 


ALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-mi 

JM:    Do  you  recall  what  any  of  the  other  vehicles  did  around  you,  did  they 
brake,  steer,  or  change  lanes,  or  ... 

OL:    I  don't  remember  what  lanes  that  they  were  in,  but  the  one  car  with  the 
fellow  that  assisted  me  out  of  the  window,  he  was  way  over  toward  the 
right  when  he  hit  the  wall,  the  asphalt  that  buckled  up. 

JM:    So,  you  impacted  the  wall  in  front  of  you? 

OL:  Yes. 

JM:    You  mentioned  that  the  other  fellow  that  came  out  of  the  car,  his  vehicle 
came  to  rest  to  the  right  of  you? 

OL:  Right. 

JM:    It  was  against  the  right  side  wall  of  the  freeway,  or  the  guard  rail? 

OL:    I  don't  know  if  it  was  against  the  guard  rail,  all  I  know  is  that  his 
front-end  hit  the  asphalt  that  buckled  up,  that's  how  he  landed,  too. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  out  of  your  vehicle? 

OL:    The  young  fellow  helped  us  and  then  I  think  the  truck  driver,  because  when 
they  got  us  out  through  the  window,  they  laid  us  on  the  freeway  and  I 
looked  down  and  I  could  see  the  tractor-trailer  and  the  cab  had  gone  down 
up  to  the  window  and  he  had  already  taken  his  duffle  bags  on  the  freeway, 
before  he  came  over  to  assist  us,  and  started  over  to  assist  us  and 
realized  the  cab  was  on  fire.   So,  he  went  back  to  put  it  out  and  he  ran 
out  of  the  fire  extinguisher,  now  whether  someone  gave  him  another  one  or 
not  ...  anyway,  he  got  the  fire  out  and  then  came  and  assisted  the  young 
fellow  to  get  my  brother  and  sister  and  brother-in-law  out. 

JM:    Where  was  the  tractor-trailer  that  you  described,  was  that  in  front  of 
you? 

OL:    It  was  behind  our  car.   It  was  behind,  I  don't  know  how  many  feet.  I'd 
say  like  the  distance  from  here  to  that  pine  tree,  maybe  just  a  little 
more  to  the  street. 

JM:    So,  maybe  two  or  three  car  lengths  behind  you? 

OL:  Possibly. 

JM:    What  was  the  position  of  that  tractor-trailer,  in  relationship  to  your 
car? 

OL:    It  was  more  toward  the  right  side  of  the  freeway,  center  right,  and  the 
cab  was  down,  had  fallen  down,  up  to  the  window,  all  I  could  see  was  from 
the  window  up.   It  was  white,  I  don't  remember  the  rest  of  the  trailer, 
all  I  remember  is  the  white  cab. 


JM:    There  was  just  one  occupant  in  that,  to  your  knowledge? 
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OL:  That's  all  I  could  see. 

JM:  One  male? 

OL:  One  male. 

JN:  He  assisted  you,  then? 

OL:  Yes.  Now  whether  he  was  hurt  or  not,  I  don't  know. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  how  you  actually  got  out  of  your  vehicle? 

OL:   They  asked  me  if  I  could  get  up  on  my  own,  and  so  I  can  remember  putting 
my  left  leg  up,  to  try  and  push  out,  while  they  grabbed  me.   But  then 
that's  all,  I  couldn't  push  no  more,  they  just  had  to  pull  me  right  out. 

JM:   Through  the  window? 

OL:    Through  the  window.  The  window  was  busted  out. 
JM:   That's  the  right  front  window? 
OL:    The  right  front  passenger  window. 

JM:    Are  you  aware  of  any  of  the  occupants  in  the  vehicles  around  you  on  the 
freeway  that  are  missing  or  still  trapped,  anything? 

OL:  No. 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 
OL:    We  were  going  smooth  then  it  began  to  rock. 
JM:    Was  it  backward  and  forward  ... 

OL:    Backward  and  forward  and  then  we  began  to  be  tossed  like  a  tennis  ball  was 
being  tossed.   Back  and  forth  ...  back  and  forth. 

JM:    Would  you  side  to  side  ... 

OL:    Side  to  side,  and  then  we  went  up  and  down.  When  the  car  stopped,  after 
the  impact,  I  turned  around,  not  realizing  I  was  hurt,  I  turned  around  to 
look  in  the  back  and  realized  my  brother-in-law  had  this  horrible  gash  in 
his  skull  and  was  bleeding  profusely  and  I  looked  at  him  and  I  said,  "oh 
my  God,"  I  looked  at  my  sister-in-law  and  she  was  bleeding  profusely  and  I 
said,  ,  how  are  you",  and  he  said,  "I  think  I'm  all  right,  I  don't 

know."  Then,  I  realized  I  was  covered  with  blood  myself,  from  the  waist 
up. 

JM:    What  was  your  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling? 


OL:    When  we  dropped. 
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JM:    When  you  dropped? 

OL:    When  we  dropped  and  bounced,  I  realized  something  was  wrong  with  the 

freeway,  and  then  when  the  cement  came  up  and  hit  us,  and  they  laid  us  on 
the  freeway,  I  realized  then  that  it  had  to  be  an  earthquake. 

JM:    Could  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  itself  during  the 
earthquake? 

OL:    Like  a  rolling. 


JM:    Like  a  rolling  motion? 
OL:  Yes. 

JM:    It  was  swaying,  it  was  rolling,  and  ... 


OL:    Swaying  and  rolling,  I  could  feel  the  rolling,  especially  after  the 
aftershocks,  when  we  just  got  laid  on  the  freeway  and  we  got  the  first 
aftershock  and  we  said,  "we're  going  down."  That's  just  how  we  felt. 

JM:    At  the  point  that  your  car  ...  at  the  point  that  you  were  at  when  the 
freeway  collapsed,  how  far  down  did  the  actual  roadway  surface  collapse, 
would  you  say,  in  terms  of  feet? 

OL:    Ten,  fifteen  feet,  I  don't  know,  I'm  not  good  at  footage. 

JM:    The  truck-tractor  and  trailer  ...  the  white  truck-tractor  and  trailer  was 
behind  you  and  it  also  fell.  Now,  you  described  another  vehicle,  you 
described  it  as  possibly  a  pick-up,  that  was  to  the  right  of  you,  and  that 
vehicle  also  hit  the  wall,  in  front  of  you? 

OL:  Yes. 

JM:    Is  there  anything  else  that  you  would  like  to  add? 

OL:    Well,  the  next  thing  I  knew  a  CHP  was  coming  up  and  they  walked  us  over  to 
the  rail.   They  asked  me  to  lift  my  leg.   Well  I  could  lift  my  leg  but  I 
couldn't  lift  my  right  leg.   When  he  lifted  it  up  I  screamed.   The  fellow 
that  was  standing  on  top  of  the  container  asked  if  I  could  lean  over  on 
his  shoulder.   Meantime,  all  this  time  I'm  hearing  my  husband  screaming  in 
the  car.   He  was  still  pinned  in  the  car.    I  said  to  him,  "no,  I  can't 
lean  over."   So,  the  CHP  and  whoever  else  was  up  on  top  lowered  me  down  to 
them.   They  grabbed  and  pulled  my  legs  down  to  lower  me.   Then,  they  sat 
us  down  and  lowered  us  some  more  until  as  far  as  the  forklift.   Then,  they 
had  to  lower  us  to  the  street.   The  people  in  the  street  came  and  assisted 
us  and  laid  us  down  on  the  sidewalk  and  the  street.   They  put  me  on 
blankets.  My  husband  then  was  ...  they  were  starting  to  pull  him  out.  As 
I  lay  there  I  could  still  hear  him  screaming.   They  carried  him  out  on  the 
board.   My  sister-in-law  and  brother-in-law  were  seated  on  the  curb.. 
Then,  some  woman  came  over  to  me,  at  the  time  I  didn't  know  her  name,  and 
she  asked  me  how  I  was  doing,  and  who  she  was,  and  if  there  was  someone 
she  could  call.   So,  I  gave  her  my  son's  phone  number  and  my  name,  because 
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most  people  call  me  .  I  went  by  my  original  pronunciation  of 

He  thought  it  was  a  prank  call  until  he  heard  the  name 
then  he  knew  it  was  something  serious,  not  too  many  people  know  me  by  that 
name. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  any  of  the  individuals  names,  or  did  you  get  any  of  the 
individuals  names,  the  private  parties  or  persons  that  helped  you? 

OL:  is  the  girl  who  sat  with  me,  she  called  me  at  the  hospital  and 

she  talked  with  me  and  she  told  me  she  was  the  girl.  Then,  I  remembered, 
that  sat  with  me  and  consoled  me  and  then  a  minister  came  over  and  prayed 
with  me. 

JM:    That  was  at  Merritt  Hospital? 

OL:    No,  this  was  down  on  the  street.  We  were  still  down  on  the  street. 
JM:    Did  you  get  phone  number  ... 

OL:    I  have  her  phone  number,  its  in  the  ...  that  little  gray  ... 
JM:    We'd  like  that,  if  possible. 

OL:    Yes,  and  I  would  like  to  thank  them,  I'm  trying  to  figure  out  a  way  of  how 
to  do  that. 

JM:    Once  you  got  down  off  of  the  structure  via  the  forklift,  how  were  you 
transported  to  the  hospital? 

OL:    Someone  came  with  a  car  and  they  said,  anyone  who  can  walk  I  can  take. 
So,  they  took  my  two  brothers-in-law  and  my  sister-in-law.  They  said, 
well  the  ...  next  one  we'll  take  to  Kaiser.   I  said,  no,  don't  take  me  or 
my  husband  to  Kaiser.   Don't  take  me  without  my  husband,  but  wherever 
you're  taking  those  three,  you  take  us,  'cause  we're  all  family  and  its 
going  to  be  too  hard  on  our  kids.   So,  then  they  ...  she  consoled  me  ... 
she  said,  "don't  worry  Mrs.        ,  we  will  take  you  where  they're  going." 
That  was  it.  The  next  thing  I  knew,  some  ...  he  was  a  colored  fellow, 
black  fellow,  and  he  said,  "I  have  a  truck,  who  can  we  take  next."  So, 
then  Debbie  said,  "well  let's  take  this  woman  and  her  husband  also,  laying 
over  there.   We'll  take  them  to  Merritt."  That's  what  they. did,  they  took 
us,  I  went  on  the  flatbed  and  he  went  in  a  van.  They  took  us  straight  to 
Merritt. 


OL:    They  were  taken  in  a  car. 
JM:    All  to  Merritt. 

OL:  All  to  Merritt  Hospital.  There  it  is  ...  oh,  girl  who  helped  us  and  came 
with  me  in  the  truck, 
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OL:   There's  the  ...  that's  the  name  of  the  trucking  company  that  she  works 
for. 

JM: 
OL: 

JM:  Oakland,  Did  you  get 

the  indication  that  worked  for  the  trucking  company? 

OL:    She  does  work  for  the  company,  she  told  me  that  that's  where  she  worked. 
That's  where  I  could  contact  her,  'cause  she  wants  us  to  keep  in  touch 
with  her,  to  let  her  know  how  we're  doing.   Someone  called     ....  the 
morning  we  were  to  be  released,  but  there  was  a  bad  connection  and  they 
got  cut  off,  so  he  never  did  get  the  name  of  the  party  that  was  calling, 
that  wanted  to  come  and  see  both  of  us.   We'd  like  to  know,  if  at  all 
possible. 


JM:    I'll  conclude  the  interview  now,  at  10:34,  as  I'll  turn  off  the  tape 


I 


s 
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P-30B,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  James  Mengle,  #7207,  on 

November  7,  1989,  at  approximately  1436  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

,  Richmond.  This  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:    Investigator  James  Mengle,  CHP 
FC: 

JM:    What  is  your  phone  number  here, 

JM:  You  don't  have  a  business  phone? 

FC:  No.    I'm  retired. 

JM:  Do  you  know  your  driver's  license  number? 

FC:  I  can  get  it  in  a  minute. 

JM:  What's  your  date  of  birth? 
FC: 

JM:  I  understand  you  were  a  passenger  in  the  car  driven  by  Is  that 

correct? 

FC:  Right.   That's  correct. 

JM:  Where  were  you  seated? 

FC:  I  was  seated  behind  the  driver. 

JM:  The  left  rear  seat? 

FC:  The  left  rear  seat. 

JM:  How  many  other  people  were  in  the  car? 

FC:  There  was  four  other  people. 

JM:  Four  other? 

FC:  Yeah. 

FC:  Two  of  my  brother-in-laws  and  sister-in-laws. 

JM:  That  was         and  his  wife  ... 
FC:         and  his  wife. 
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JM 

FC 
JM 
FC 
JM 
FC 
JM 
FC 
JM 
FC 

JM: 
FC: 
JM: 
FC: 

JM: 
FC: 
JM: 
FC: 

JM: 
FC: 
JM: 
FC: 
JM: 
FC: 
JM: 


and  his  wife.  Who  was  driving  the  car? 

Was  that  his  car? 
That  was  his  car,  yeah. 
Is  that  an 

Yeah,  I  think  it  was,  something  like  that. 

Gray  in  color? 

I  think  it  was  brown. 

Brown? 

I  think  it  was  an  '87,  wasn't  it?  I'm  not  sure.   I  think  it  was  ...  it 
wasn't  a  brand  new  one,  I  think  it  was  a  year  old,  at  least. 

Were  you  wearing  your  seat  belt? 

I  was. 

What  kind  of  seat  belt  was  it? 

One  that  went  around  the  shoulder,  I've  still  got  a  little  bruise  here  .. 
it  hasn't  gone  away. 

So,  it  was  a  shoulder  harness  combination  type? 

Yes,  it  kind  of  helped  me,  yes  ...  wasn't  for  that  I  ... 

How  about  the  other  folks  in  the  car? 


Well,  I  think  they  all  had  seat  belts  on.   I  don't  know  how 
badly  cut  up  ...  he  had  a  deep  laceration  on  his  scalp, 
cut  up,  they  were  all  bleeding  profusely. 


goc  so 
was  all 


How  about  yourself,  describe  your  injuries  to  me. 

They  only  thing  is  that  I  had  a  sore  back  and  side,  on  my  right  side. 

Did  you  go  to  the  hospital  from  the  scene? 

Yeah,  I  did. 

Which  hospital  did  you  go  to? 
Merritt. 

Merritt,  in  Oakland? 
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FC:  Right.  The  doctor  looked  me  over,  he  checked  my  reflexes  and  what  not. 

JM:  Did  you  stay  there  overnight,  or  were  you  released? 

FC:  No,  I  didn't,  I  was  released. 

JM:  Are  you  required  to  wear  glasses  when  you  drive, 

FC:  Yeah. 

JM:  You  are,  did  you  have  your  glasses  on,  that  day? 

FC:  Yeah,  I  did. 

JM:  With  your  glasses  your  vision  is  fine? 

FC:  Fairly  good. 

JM:  Were  you  taking  any  medication  that  day,  or  drugs,  or  anything? 

FC:  Yeah,  I  take  medication  every  day. 

JM:  What  do  you  take? 

FC:  High  blood  pressure  and  one  for  my  blood  count. 

JM:  Did  you  take  the  medication  before  this? 

FC:  Yeah.   I  usually  take  it  in  the  morning,  so  I'd  taken  all  my  medication. 

JM:  In  the  morning. 

FC:  In  the  morning. 

JM:  Was  there  any  alcohol  consumed? 

FC:  No. 

JM:  By  anybody  in  the  car? 

FC:  No,  no  alcohol  consumed. 

JM:  Could  you  describe  the  vehicle  damage  to  car? 

FC:    The  front  was  smashed  because  we  ran  into  the  section  that  stayed  up.  I 
guess  we  were  travelling  about  55  miles  an  hour  when  we  crashed  into  it 
and  the  side  of  the  vehicle  was  all  smashed  in  an  I  really  don't 
understand  how  that  happened.   Because  I  don't  recall  anybody  hitting  us. 
But  says  there  was  things  flying  around,  but  I'm  not  aware  of  it. 

JM:   There  possibly  could  have  been.   How  often  do  you  travel  that  route,  would 
you  say  frequently,  often,  seldom? 
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FC:    Quite  often. 

JM:    Quite  often.   So,  you  are  familiar  with  it.   Which  direction  were  you 
folks  travelling  in? 

FC:  South. 

JM:  Southbound. 

FC:  Yeah,  we  were  going  to  San  Jose,  we  were  on  the  way  to  San  Jose. 

JM:  You  were  on  the  upper  deck,  then? 

FC:  Upper  deck. 

JM:  Could  you  describe  that  day,  prior  to  the  earthquake,  about  the  traffic 
conditions,  how  heavy  would  you  describe  the  traffic? 

FC:  It  didn't  seem  to  be  too  heavy,  it  wasn't  too  heavy,  I  don't  think. 

JM:  What  lane  were  you  in? 

FC:  We  were  in  the  left  lane,  toward  the  rail. 

JM:  Far  left  lane? 

FC:  Far  left  lane. 

JM:  How  fast  do  you  think  the  car  was  going? 

FC:  I  think  it  was  probably  doing  around  50,  55  miles  an  hour. 

JM:  You  said  there  were  five  people,  total,  in  the  vehicle? 

FC:  Yeah. 

JM:  Could  you  tell  me  where  the  car  was  when  the  earthquake  began,  as  far  as  a 
cross  street?. 

FC:  That's  what  I  don't  know  ...  what  street  we  were  on.  Maybe  around  20th  or 
24th,  or  something.   I'm  not  sure. 

JM:    Prior  to  the  earthquake,  do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  on  the 
freeway  that  were  around  your  car,  what  type  of  vehicles  they  were  ... 

FC:    I  know  there  was  a  truck  on  the  right-hand  side  of  us  and  there  was  a 
little  red  car  in  front  of  us,  I  think.   Just  to  the  side. 

JM:    Was  the  red  car  to  your  right,  then? 

FC:    Right,  yeah. 

JM:    It  was  a  red  car? 
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JM:    Do  you  recall  how  many  occupants  were  in  that  vehicle? 
FC:    No,  I  don't  remember  seeing  anybody  getting  out  of  that  car. 
JM:    How  about  the  truck?  Was  it  to  the  right  of  you,  as  well? 
FC:    Right,  a  little  behind  us  and  the  right. 
JM:    Was  that  a  large  truck? 

FC:    Yeah,  it  was  a  fairly  large  truck  with  a  tilting  cab,  a  cab  that  tilted 
over.  The  truck  driver  was  walking  around. 

JM:  Was  that  a  male  truck  driver? 

FC:  It  was  a  man. 

JM:  A  man.   That  was  after  everything  settled? 

FC:  Right. 

JM:  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you,  that  something  was  wrong? 

FC:    Well,  you  know  what  happened,  we  were  driving  down  the  freeway  and  I 

thought  my  brother-in-law  was  getting  funny  with  the  steering  wheel.  The 
car  was  shaking  from  side  to  side.   I  said,  what  are  you  doing?" 

About  that  time,  the  whole  thing  collapsed. 

JM:    You  describe  the  car  as  shaking  from  side  to  side. 

FC:    Yeah,  it  was. 

JM:    What  did  the  driver  do  then,  what  did  do? 

FC:    I  don't  know  if  he  applied  the  brake,  or  anything.   I  don't  know  ...  I'm 
not  aware  of  what  he  did. 

JM:    Did  he  stay  in  his  lane? 

FC:    Yeah,  yeah,  he  stayed  in  the  lane,  yeah.   Kept  going  straight. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  what  the  other  vehicles  did,  the  truck  behind  you  and  this 
red  car,  do  you  recall  what  they  did? 

FC:    It  happened  so  quick,  I'm  not  aware  of  what  really  happened.   I  wasn't 
even  aware  that  we  f el  1 . 

JM:    You  weren't  aware  that  the  freeway  collapsed? 

FC:    No.   I  didn't  know  what  the  hell  was  going  on,  to  tell  you  the  truth. 
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JM:    What  did  car  impact? 

FC:  Part  of  the  freeway,  the  forward  section  of  the  freeway  that  stayed  up 
above  our  section  about  three  or  four  feet,  and  that's  what  we  crashed 
into,  that. 


JM:    Do  you  recall  the  vehicles  that  were  around  you,  where  did  they  come  to 
rest,  in  relationship  to  your  car? 

FC:   The  little  red  car  was  just  to  the  right  of  us  and  a  little  bit  forward 
and  the  truck  was  a  little  bit  behind  us,  in  the  middle  lane,  I  think. 

JM:   Did  the  red  car  crash  into  this  ... 

FC:    No,  it  was  up  above. 

JM:    Oh,  it  was. 

FC:    Yeah,  so  I  don't  think  he  got  smashed. 
JM:   The  truck  remained  on  its  wheels? 

FC:    Yeah,  remained  on  its  wheels,  it  was  right-side  up  but  the  cab  was  tilted 
down. 

JM:    How  far  back  was  the  truck? 
FC:    I'd  say  about  ten  feet. 
JM:    Very  close? 
FC:  Yeah. 

JM:  how  did  you  get  out  of  the  car,  car? 

FC:   There  was  some  ...  three  fellows  came  up  on  the  freeway  and  dragged  us  out 
of  the  car.   I  couldn't  get  ...  the  doors  were  jammed  closed,  but  the 
windows  were  broken.   So,  I  just  stuck  my  hand  through  the  windows  and 
they  dragged  me  out. 


JM:    Do  you  recall  the  names  of  these  ... 

FC:    No,  no,  I  didn't  have  the  presence  of  mind  to  ask  them  their  names,  or 
anything. 

JM:    Do  you  know  where  they  came  from? 

FC:    Well,  they  came  from  down  below,  they  had  a  tow  motor  there,  they  must 
have  been  workers  in  that  area.  They  had  a  tow  motor  and  they  had  a 
container  ...  cargo  container.  They  lifted  it  up  to  the  level  of  the 
freeway  and  they  walked  us  over  there  and  helped  us  across  the  railing  out 
to  the  container  and  let  us  down. 
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JM:  Aforklift? 

FC:  Fork! i ft,  big  forklift,  with  a  cargo  container. 

JM:  Those  are  the  people  that  helped  you  out  of  your  car? 

FC:  Right. 

JM:  They  helped  Mr.  and  Mrs.        .  ... 

FC:  Yeah,  they  helped  us  all  out.  was  hurt  real  bad. 

JM:  was? 

FC:  Yeah,  he  was.   He  couldn't  walk,  or  anything. 

JM:  Do  you  know  who  helped  out? 

FC:  Same  individuals,  I'm  quite  sure. 

JM:  All  the  other  people  in  the  car  were  injured  as  well,        was  the  most 

•  •  • 

FC:    Yeah,  yeah.        s  and  his  wife  were  the  most  seriously  injured. 

JM:    All  of  you  went  to  Merritt  Hospital? 

FC:    Right.   Some  individual  in  a  private  car  ... 

JM:    Transported  you  to  the  hospital . 

FC:    Yeah,  yeah. 

JM:    Once  you  got  down  to  the  street  level.   How  many  people  ...  did  you  all  go 
in  the  same  car? 

FC:    Well,  I  think  came  later,  with  somebody  .else. 

JM:    You  went  first? 

FC:    We  went  first,  yeah. 

JM:    How  soon  after  you  got,  after  the  earthquake,  would  you  say  that  you  got 
to  the  hospital? 

FC:    Within  a  half  hour,  I  think  we  were  there. 

JM:  Half-hour? 

FC:    Yeah,  I  think  so.   About  45  minutes,  somewhere  in  there. 

JM:    Everybody  in  you  car,  in  the  car  is  accounted  for/nobody's 

missing? 
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FC:    Nobody's  missing. 

JM:    How  about  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  that  were  around  you,  this  red 
car? 

FC:    I  don't  know,  I  never  did  see  him,  I  never  did  see  anybody  walking  around 
that  car.  The  only  one  I  saw  was  the  truck  driver. 

JM:   Was  the  truck  driver  alone  in  his  car? 

FC:   He  was  alone,  I  think,  as  far  as  I  know. 

JM:    Can  you  tell  me  what  happened  to  the  truck  driver,  where  he  went? 

FC:    He  was  just  walking  around  there,   I  don't  know  what  he  did  after  that. 
If  he  came  down  on  the  forklift,  or  not. 

JM:    Are  you  aware  of  any  of  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around  you  on  the 
freeway  that  are  still  trapped,  or  missing? 

FC:    No,  I  think  most  of  the  cars,  I  could  look  back  at  about  a  hundred  yards 
there  were  some  cars  on  that  far  side  and  people  were  standing  around. 

JM:    Again,  I'd  like  to  ask  you  to  describe  the  motion  of  the  vehicle  you  were 
riding  in  during  the  earthquake. 

FC:    It  was  shaking  from  side  to  side.   I  thought       1  was  doing  this  with  the 
wheel . 

JM:  Playing. 

FC:    Playing  with  the  wheel.   I  thought  he  was  trying  to  be  funny  ... 
JM:    How  severe  was  it  shaking  from  side  to  side? 

FC:    Quite  severe,  it  was  a  pretty  good  shake.   It  was  quite  obvious  it  was 
shaking. 

JM:    Is  that  the  first  thing  that  you  noticed? 
FC:  Yeah. 

JM:    Did  the  car  bounce  at  all? 

FC:    No,  I'm  not  aware  of  its  bouncing,  it  just  went  down  'cause  we  were 

collapsing.  It  just  happened  so  quick,  I  didn't  have  time  to  get  scared, 
or  anything. 

JM:  Did  you  have  any  indication  that  the  freeway  was  falling,  did  you  notice 
any  road  bed  falling  or  concrete  breaking,  or  railings  bending,  anything 
like  that? 

FC:    I  didn't  notice  anything  like  that,  it  just  happened  so  quick.   I  must 
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have  blinked  my  eye  in  that  time  it  must  have  just  collapsed  and  that  was 
it. 

JM:    The  roadway  collapsed. 
FC:  Collapsed. 

JM:    Was  there  any  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  that  you  could  describe,  as 
far  as  swaying,  or  rolling,  or  shaking? 

FC:    No,  just  that  the  car  was  just  shaking  from  side  to  side.   The  only  thing 
I  noticed  ...  then  it  just  collapsed  all  of  a  sudden. 

JM:    How  far  would  you  say,  was  it  a  violent  shake  from  side  to  side? 

FC:    I'd  say  it  was  quite  violent. 

JM:    Were  you  being  tossed  around  in  the  car? 

FC:    No,  1t  wasn't  that  violent,  we  weren't  being  tossed  around.   Not  that  I'm 
aware  of. 

JM:    Is  there  anything  else  that  you  can  recall  about  the  people  that  assisted 
you? 

FC:    Well,  I  think  one  guy  ...  they  were  mostly  young  fellows,  I  think,  pretty, 
fairly  young. 

JM:    Were  they  blacks,  whites  ... 

FC:    No,  it  was  three  white  men  and  they  had,  I  think,  one  guy  had  a  beard. 
JM:    How  were  they  dressed,  were  they  in  work-type  clothes? 
FC:    Yeah,  work-type  clothes. 

JM:    I  think  that  will  be  fine,  is  there  anything  else  you  can  add,  that  you 
can  think  of  that  might  help  us? 

FC:    No,  not  really,  its  just  that  I  think  I  was  kind  of  numb,  I  wasn't  even 
thinking  ...  damn  thing  collapsed  ...  I  could  see  it  collapse  and  part  of 
the  section  in  front  of  us  stood  up  and  the  rest  was  all  down,  there  was 
cars  behind  us.   I  don't  think  I  was  even  aware  there  was  an  earthquake, 
my  mind  just  wasn't  functioning.   It  happened  so  quick. 

JM:    I'll  conclude  the  interview  at  1449  hours. 
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P-30C,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  James  Mengle,  #7202  on 

November  7.  1989,  at  approximately  1123  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Richmond.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following 
is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  statement.   The  following  persons  were  present 

Identification: 

JM:    Investigator  James  Mengle,  CHP 

JL: 

SL: 

JA: 

JM:  what  is  your  date  of  birth? 

JL:    November  27,  1914. 

JM:    You  were,  on  the  17th,  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  you  were  a  passenger  in 
vehicle,  is  that  correct? 

JL:    Yes,  I  was. 

JM:    Where  were  you  seated? 

JL:    In  the  center,  back. 

JM:    Center  rear.   Were  you  wearing  your  seat  belt? 
JL:    Yes,  I  was. 

JM:    Could  you  just  tell  me,  in  your  own  words,  what  occurred  first.  . 

JL:    The  radio  had  gone  off,  we  were  listening  to  the  game,  and  so  I  leaned 

forward  on  my  seat  and  I  was  holding  on  to  my  brother-in-law's  seat  and  my 
sister-in-law's  seat.   Everything  started  shaking,  and  I  was  just  hanging 
on  for  dear  life.   We  were  bouncing  all  over,  and  we  had  picked  up  much 
speed,  I  thought  we  were  going  to  fly  over  the  rail.   I  thought,  Cr.!s  is 
it,  we're  going  over  the  rail.  The  car  was  just  like  reckless  driving,  to 
me.    I  was  hanging  on  to  the  seat,  my  hands  were  about  four  times  the 
size,  I  had  cuts  and  bruises,  just  from  hanging  on  and  things  flying  into 
the  car. 

JM:    Tell  me  about  your  injuries,  What  type  of  injuries  did  you 

sustain? 

JL:    I  had  cuts  on  my  forehead.   I  lost  three  units  ...  I  had  to  have  three 
units  of  blood.   My  ribs  were  very,  very  badly  bruised.   My  stomach  was 
traumatized. 

JM:   Then,  your  right  arm,  your  hand  and  arm,  right  and  left  hands  and  arms? 
JL:    Yes,  uh-huh.   The  doctors  thought  I  had  splintered  the  bones  in  my  hands. 
JM:    Did  they  take  x-rays  at  the  hospital? 
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JL:    Yes,  they  did. 

JM:    There  were  no  broken  bones? 

JL:  No. 

JM:    This  was  at  Merritt  Hospital? 

JL:   Yes.   I  had  glass  ...  I  had  a  large  bruise  on  my  arm,  my  upper  right  arm, 
and  it  had  four  or  five  pieces  of  glass.   So,  I  had  to  have  surgery  on 
that.  The  bruises  are  across  my  stomach,  on  my  ...  the  front  of  my  legs. 
Both  eyes,  for  two  or  three  days,  were  closed,  with  red  bruises  on  them. 
My  nose  had  a  bruise.   My  whole  face,  in  fact,  was  bruised. 

JM:    How  often  would  you  say  that  you  travelled  this  route?   Frequently,  often, 
sel dom? 

JL:    I  would  say  twice  a  week. 

JM:    What  direction  were  you  travelling? 

JL:    We  were  going  south. 

JM:    Where  were  you  enroute  to? 

JL:    We  were  going  to  my  cousins,  my  husband's  first  cousin's  wake,  in  San 
Jose. 

JM:    Could  you  describe  how  the  traffic  conditions  were?  Heavy,  light, 
moderate? 

JL:  Very  light. 

JM:  What  lane  were  you  in? 

JL:  We  were  in  the  fast,  left  lane. 

JM:  That  would  be  the  far  left  lane? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Could  you  say  how  fast  the  car  was  going? 

JL:  I  would  say  we  were  going  55. 

JM:  How  many  people  were  in  the  vehicle? 

JL:  Five. 

JM:  Could  you  tell  me  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began,  as  far  as  a 
cross  street  goes,  when  you  were  on  Interstate  880? 

JL:    No,  I  can't. 
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JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you?  Makes,  models  ... 

JL:    After  we  came  to  a  stop,  then  I  looked  around  and  I  ...  after  they  pulled 
us  out  of  our  vehicle  ...  I  did  see  the  truck,  I  did  see  the  car  on  our 
right  that  was  up  on  an  embankment,  on  all  the  rubble. 


JM:  Now,  the  truck  was  to  your  rear? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  That  was  a  truck-tractor  trailer,  or  semi -truck? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  There  was  a  car  to  your  right.   What  color  was  that,  could  you  recall? 

JL:  To  me  it  was  a  gray-blue,  well,  I'm  not  definite  about  that. 

JM:  has  a  picture  from  the  San  Francisco  Examiner  dated  11-19-89, 

there's  a  photo  on  page  A-3  that  depicts  the  vehicle  at  the  point  of 
rest  after  the  earthquake.   This  refreshes  your  memory,  this  picture? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:    You  can  point  out  the  location  of  the        vehicle,  which  is  located  up 
against  the  left  guard  rail  into  the  freeway  roadway,  there.   Is  this  the 
car  here,  that's  at  an  angle,  is  that  the  one  that  you're  referring  to? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Kind  of  the  gray  vehicle  that  was  at  your  right? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  The  truck,  appears  to  be  a  flatbed  truck,  is  to  your  rear. 

JL:    Yes.   We  were  out  of  the  car  for  about  ten  minutes  before  we  were  rescued, 
and  so  I  did  look  around  at  everything.  There  was  a  young  lady  that  was 
in  one  of  the  vehicles.   She  came  down  with  us  on  the  cargo  container. 

JM:    All  of  you  came  down  at  once  on  the  cargo  container? 

JL:    No,  not  all  of  us.   No.   My  brother-in-law  came  down  after  we  were  down. 
They  took  quite  a  while  to  get  him  out  of  the  car  because  of  the  back 
injury  he  had. 

JM:    This  young  lady  that  you  described,  did  she  come  out  of  the  gray  vehicle 
that  was  to  your  right,  or  do  you  know? 

JL:    I  don't  know. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 
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JL:   We  saw  the  freeway  all  in  a  ...  all  broken  up,  and  I  saw  the  rail,  the 

rails.  I  looked  around  and  the  people  immediately  down  below  had  said  its 
an  earthquake. 

JN:    What  did  you  see  about  the  rails?  Were  you  looking  to  the  left,  the  rails 
were  to  your  immediate  left? 

JL:   Yes.   I  was  looking  to  the  left. 

JM:   What  did  you  see  the  rails  doing? 

JL:    They  had  already  broken  up. 

JM:  Could  you  tell  me  what  the  other  vehicles  did  that  were  around  you?  Did 
they  brake,  or  steer,  or  could  you  say? 

JL:    I  didn't  see  them  until  after  everything  had  happened.   We  had  stopped. 

JM:    After  the  earthquake  started,  what  happened  then,  what  did  the  car  impact 
with? 

JL:    We  hit  all  the  rubble  that  had  broken  from  the  freeway,  then  we  bounced 
...  we  kept  bouncing. 

JM:    Did  you  bounce  before  you  hit  the  rubble? 

JL:    After  we  stopped  ...  well  we  were  bouncing  quite  severely  before  but  when 
we  did  hit  that  impact,  then  the  car  did  bounce  a  few  times,  also. 

JM:    During  the  earthquake,  before  you  hit  the  rubble  in  front  of  you  ...  the 
roadway  that  had  buckled,  was  the  car  bouncing  up  and  down  severely,  would 
you  say? 

JL:    Yes.   My  brother-in-law  did  keep  it  at  a  straight,  straight  angle.   Like  I 
said  before,  I  thought  we  were  going  to  fly  over  that  rail.   If  he  hadn't 
had  control  of  that  car,  we  would  have..  We  were,  I  felt  like  we  were 
airborne. 

JM:    More  that  one  time? 

JL:    For  a  while,  for  a  while. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  hearing  the  car's  undercarriage,  or  the  bottom  of  the  car, 
impacting  with  the  roadway  after  you  were  airborne?  Do  you  recall  that? 
Making  a  loud  noise? 

JL:    It  seems  as  if  it  was  noisy,  but  I  don't  specifically  recall  a  loud  noise. 

JM:    The  vehicles  around  you,  after  everything  came  to  rest,  you  mentioned  the 
truck  in  the  picture  here,  was  behind  you  and  the  gray  vehicle  was  to  your 
right,  at  an  angle.   How  did  you  get  out  of  the  vehicle? 

JL:   The  truck  driver  came  over  and  he  said  to  us,  "I  was  hanging  upside-down 
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1n  my  cab",  he  said,  "but  I'm  okay."  So,  we  still  all  had  our  seat  belts 
on  and  he  said,  "I  think  you  better  get  out  of  the  car,  we  smell 
gasoline."  So,  he  helped  us  through  the  windows,  except  for  my 
brother-in-law,  we  thought  maybe  he  should  have  professional  help  because 
he  was  in  severe  pain. 

JM:  You're  talking  about  the  driver? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  the  truck  driver's  name? 

JL:  No,  I  don't. 

JM:  Was  he  the  truck  driver  that  was  in  this  truck? 

JL:  Yes,  yes,  he  was  the  truck  driver. 

JM:  He  assisted  you? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:  Was  he  injured  in  any  way,  could  you  tell? 

JL:  I  didn't  see  any  cuts  and  bruises.   By  that  time,  we  were  all  bleeding 
quite  severely.   But  I  didn't  ...  no,  I  didn't  see  any. 

JM:    So,  the  only  person  ...  everybody  got  out  of  the  car  under  their  own  power 
except 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:    Who  assisted  him  out? 

JL:    By  that  time,  someone  had  come  up  to  me  and  said,  we're  going  to  take  you 
down,  and  he  was  still  in  the  car  when  I  left. 

JM:    So,  you  don't  know  how  ...  somebody.  ...  were  there  any  emergency  people  at 
that  scene  at  that  time,  fire  personnel,  or  ambulance  personnel? 

JL:    Not  one  person.   Overhead,  we  had  this  helicopter  and  I  thought,  oh,  I 
hope  he  doesn't  try  to  rescue  us  and  land  on  this  part  of  the  freeway. 
Because  it  was  a  mess.   It  had  boulders  and  loose  gravel,  just  awful.  He 
didn't,  he  was  just  looking  over  the  situation,  and  I  didn't  realize,  I 
thought  it  was  just  our  section  that  had  severe  damage.   We  couldn't  see 
to  the  next  sections. 

JM:    Because  of  the  roadway  ahead  of  you  was  ... 

JL:   The  road  ahead  of  us  was  so  high  up,  ten,  fifteen  feet,  and  then  behind 
us,  a  fire  had  started  and  they  said,  you  just  lay  down,  they  didn't  want 
us  to  move.  They  said  ... 
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JM:    Did  you  see  the  fire? 

JL:    Lots  of  smoke,  we  saw  all  the  smoke  coming  ... 
JM:    Where  was  that  coming  from? 

JL:   That  was  coming  from  the  back  of  the  freeway,  behind  us. 

JM:    Behind  you  ...  it  was  coming  from  the  lower  deck,  would  you  say,  or  not? 

JL:    It  seemed  as  if  it  was  ... 

JM:    Coming  out  of  the  freeway? 

JL:  Yes. 

JM:    You  mentioned  this  gray  car  that  was  to  your  right,  when  you  were  up 

against  the  wall.  Could  you  tell  me  what  happened  to  the  occupant  of  that 
vehicle,  or  anything  about  that  individual? 

JL:    I  just  saw  the  woman,  and  I  just  assumed  she  was  from  that  car. 

JM:    How  old  would  you  say  she  was? 

JL:    I  would  say  35,  between  30  and  35. 

JM:    Was  she  by  herself  in  that  car? 

JL:    I  think  she  was,  'cause  she  came  down  with  us  on  the  flatbed  of  the  cargo 
container,  she  was  ... 

JM:    Could  you  describe  to  me  the  motion  of  the  car,  the  vehicle  that  you  were 
riding  in  during  the  earthquake? 

JL:    Bouncing  severely.  Airborne,  I  would  say  we  were  airborne. 

JM:    More  than  once,  would  you  think,  or  do  you  know,  can  you  recall. 

JL:    It  seemed  like  it  was  more  than  once.  We  were  all  right  and  then,  before 
you  knew  it,  we  were  airborne  again. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
failing? 

JL:    It  all  happened  so  fast,  it  seemed  like  everything  was  falling  apart  and 
failing  at  the  same  time. 

JM:    Did  you  see  anything  that  gave  you  a  first  indication,  for  example,  did 
you  see  the  roadway  buckling,  or  you  mentioned  the  railing  ...  could  you 
recall  what  you  saw  first? 

JL:    I  saw  the  railing,  but  I  actually  didn't  see  the  buckling  until  after  we 
stopped,  by  then  I  saw  everything  broken  up. 
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P-30D,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  James  Mengle,  #7207,  on  . 

November  7,1989,  at  approximately  1108  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 

in  Richmond.   This  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present.  . 

Identification: 

JM:   Investigator  James  Mengle,  CHP 

SL: 

JL: 

JA: 

JM:  what  is  your  date  of  birth? 

SL:    October  20,  1916. 

JM:    You,  I  understand  you  were  a  passenger  in  vehicle,  an  '89 

Olds,  the  color  was  gray? 

SL:  That's  right. 

JM:  Where  were  you  seated? 

SL:  In  the  back,  on  the  right. 

JM:  Right  rear.   How  many  people  were  in  the  car,  total? 

SL:  Five  of  us. 

JM:  was  driving? 

SL:  Driving,  that's  right. 

JM:  Who  was  in  the  right  front? 

SL:  His  wife. 

JM:  Who  else  was  in  the  rear?  You  were  in  the  right  rear? 

SL:    Yeah,  right  rear  and  my  wife  was  in  the  center  and  was  in 

the  left,  left  rear. 

JM:    Were  you  wearing  your  seat  belt? 

SL:    Definitely,  all  of  us  had  our  seat  belts.   Thank  God  we  had  our  seat 
belts. 

JM:    Tell  me  about  your  injuries.  What  kind  of  injuries  did  you  sustain? 

SL:    Well,  at  first,  it  was  just  blood  from  my  forehead,  my  head.   I  had 

Kleenex,  put  Kleenex  on  there,  it  was  really  bleeding,  I  had  Kleenex  on 
there  and  it  kind  of  helped  it  not  bleed  too  much. 
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JM:    So,  you  have  a  laceration  of  your  head,  and  what  else? 
JL     The  back  of  his  ear  ...  the  back  of  your  ear. 

SL:    Yeah,  and  the  only  thing  is  back  injuries,  I  was  feeling  back  injuries 

that's  all,  until  we  went  to  the  hospital.   When  they  started  sewing  those 
stitches  up  on  my  forehead  and  I  complained  of  my  chest.   I  went  in  for 
chest  x-ray.   Then,  when  they  brought  me  back  downstairs,  the  doctor  says 
...  looked  at  the  x-ray,  and  says  you're  going  to  surgery  right  now.  I 
said,  "what  for,  I  feel  good."  He  says  you're  going  to  surgery,  you  have 
a  big  hole  in  there,  in  your  stomach.   He  kept  on  and  on  and  he  says, 
you're  going  to  surgery.   So,  he  prepared  surgery  and  I  went  in  surgery. 

JM:    Was  that  hole  in  your  stomach  as  a  result  of  a  broken  rib,  or  something? 

SL:    No,  the  only  thing,  it  just  like,  if  you  inflate  a  balloon  and  blow  a 
balloon  and  it  pops,  that's  what  happened,  the  impact.    I  thought  it  was 
my  seat  belt,  but  it  wasn't  my  seat  belt.   The  impact  caused  it. 

JM:    Let  me  go  through  these  questions.  How  often  would  you  say  you  travelled 
this  route?  Frequently,  often,  seldom? 

SL:    Quite  often. 

JM:    What  direction  were  you  travelling,  that  day? 

SL:    South,  going  south. 

JM:    You  were  on  the  upper  deck? 

SL:    Upper  deck. 

JM:    How  heavy  was  the  traffic? 

SL:    We  didn't  notice  too  much  traffic.  The  only  thing  ...  I  looked  back 

before  all  this  thing  happened  ...  when  we  were  going  through  the  motions, 
I  looked  back,  I  see  a  big  hole  behind  us,  then  I  seen  in  the  center, 
there's  this  truck  with  this  cab.  The  cab  went  down  and  the  truck  was 
still  up  above.  Then,  there's  another  woman  on  the  right  there,  I  guess 
she  was  up  above,  there.  Then,  all  of  a  sudden  we  just  were  going,  making 
motion,  and  we  hit  this  wall  ... 

JM:  What  lane  were  you  in? 

SL:  The  left  lane. 

JM:  In  the  far  left  lane? 

SL:  That's  right. 

JM:  About  what  speed  was  the  car  going? 
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SL:    Well,  we  don't  know.    It  could  be  45,  it  could  have  been  ...  I  mean 
gravity  took  us  after  that. 

JM:    I  mean  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

SL:    He  was  going  according  to  the  speed  limit. 

JM:    What,  the  traffic  flow,  or,  what  would  your  estimate  be  of  the  speed? 

SL:    Traffic  flow,  maybe  55,  50  miles  an  hour.   Then,  before  we  got  into  this 
thing,  he  took  his  acceleration  off  the  gas,  couldn't  have  no  more 
control ,  no  more. 

JM:    When  the  earthquake  began,  could  you  tell  me  the  nearest  cross  street  or 
identifiable  roadway,  or  feature? 

SL:    No,  I  couldn't  tell  you  that. 

JM:    Had  you  just  entered  the  Cypress  structure,  were  you  in  the  north  end  or 
the  south  end,  or  . . . 

SL:    I  don't  know.    I  thought  we  were  approximately  in  the  middle  there,  I 
don't  know. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you,  as  far  as,  make,  model? 

SL:  No. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

SL:    Right  away  ...  I  thought  ...  when  I  looked  behind  me  ...  that  hole,  and  I 
saw  that  truck,  his  cab,  and  then  all  of  a  sudden  the  freeway  start  moving 

•  •  • 

JM:  Which  direction  was  the  freeway  moving?  From  right  to  left  ... 

SL:  South. 

JM:  It  was  moving  south? 

SL:  South.   It  was  just  going,  making  motions. 

JM:  What  did  the  driver  do,  then? 

SL:  He  didn't  know  what  was  going  on.   He  thought  we  had  flat  tires. 

JM:    Did  you  see  what  any  of  the  other  vehicles  did  that  were  in  front  of  you 
or  in  back  of  you? 

SL:  No. 

JM:    Where  did  the  vehicle  you  were  riding  in  come  to  rest? 

[  :  
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SL:  When  we  hit  the  slab  of  cement. 

JM:  It  rose  up  in  front  of  you? 

SL:  That's  right. 

JM:  Do  you  have  any  idea  where  the  vehicles  around  you  came  to  rest? 

SL:  No.   Just  the  truck,  I  saw  the  truck  and  another  car,  that's  all,  I  didn't 
see  anything  else. 

JM:  Where  was  the  truck? 

SL:  It  was  ten  feet  behind  me,  in  the  middle  lane,  I  guess. 

JM:  That  was  a  large  truck-tractor  and  trailer? 

SL:  Yeah,  that's  right. 

JM:  You  mentioned  another  car  ...  where  was  ... 

SL:  The  right,  the  far  right,  that's  all.  That's  all  I  remember. 

JM:  Do  you  remember  what  color  the  car  was? 

SL:  No. 

JM:  How  did  you  get  out  of  you  car? 

SL:  Truck  driver  took  us  out  of  the  car.  Through  the  windows. 

JM:  Was  it  the  right  side  of  the  car  you  came  out  of? 

SL:  That's  right. 

JM:  Who  was  ...  could  you  identify  this  truck  driver? 

SL:  No,  I  couldn't. 

JM:  Was  he  one  of  the  drivers  from  the  ... 

SL:    From  the  truck,  I  don't  know  who  he  was.   It  happened  so  fast  we  didn't 
even  have  time  to  look  at  each  other. 

JM:    The  other  occupants  of  the  car,  they  all  got  out  in  the  same  manner?  . 

SL:    Same  manner. 

JM:    How  did  they,  how  did  you  all  get  off  of  the  structure,  down  to  the 
surface  street? 

SL:   Well,  we  got  to  the  freeway  there  and  we  started  waving  down  below.  There 
was  a  big  forklift  down  there  and  two  containers.   Right  away  the  forklift 
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got  one  container,  put  one  container  on  top  of  the  other  and  raised  the 
containers  up.   Pushed  it  right  there.   My  brother,  he  was  the  last  one 
getting  out  of  the  car.  They  put  him  in  top  of  the  ...  and  then  we  all 
laid  on  top  of  there  and  the  forklift  brought  us  down.  Then,  the  forklift 
went  out  and  put  the  top  one  down  and  they  laid  us  all  there  on  the 
sidewalk  down  below.   As  we  sat  there  for  about  five  minutes,  I  guess,  and 
some  fellow  there  says,  "I'll  take  you  to  the  hospital."  My  mother,  I 
mean  my  wife  and  I  and  my  brother-in-law,  he  says,  Til  take  you  to  the 
hospital."   So,  he  rushes  right  to  the  hospital.   Then,  my  brother  and 
sister-in-law,  another  fellow  took  them  down  to  the  hospital. 

JM:  Which  hospital  did  you  go  to? 

SL:  Merritt. 

JM:  In  Oakland,  Merritt  in  Oakland. 

SL:  Right. 

JM:  So,  you  all  went  by  private  vehicles? 

SL:  That's  right. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  the  names  of  any  of  these  people  that  took  you? 

SL:  I  wish  I  did,  but  you  know,  all  these  things  going  on  ... 
JM:  did  he  go  with  you  as  well,  in  the  private  car? 

SL:  Yes. 

JM:  Did  he  go  to  Merritt  Hospital,  as  well? 

SL:  That's  right. 

JM:  Can  you  tell  me  what  happened  to  any  of  the  occupants  in  the  vehic*  ° 
around  you?   For  example,  the  truck  you  described  behind  you. 

SL:    No.  . 

JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  vehicle  you  riding  in,  during  the 
earthquake? 

SL:    Well,  the  only  thing  I  can  ...  a  waving  motion. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you,         that  the  freeway  structure  was 
collapsing? 

SL:  When  I  saw  all  the  cement  flying,  rubbing  against  the  car,  I  wondered  what 
was  going  on.  Right  away,  I  knew  something  was  like  an  earthquake.  Then, 
all  of  a  sudden,  the  freeway  started  moving,  the  gravity  took  us,  and  that 
was  it. 
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JM:  Which  direction  was  the  freeway  moving? 

SL:  Going  south. 

JM:  Did  you  notice  any  freeway  movement  back  and  forth? 

SL:  I  do,  but  its  very  hard  to  describe  it. 

JM:  The  motion  that  you  recall  was  the  freeway  moving  south? 

SL:  That's  right. 

JM:  Could  you  see  the  freeway  buckling  ahead  of  you,  or  behind  you? 

SL:    Behind  me,  I  saw  it  ...  that's  when  I  first  looked  back  there  ... 
crumpling  up. 

JM:    Did  you  see  any  of  the  railings  adjacent  to  the  freeway,  buckling  in  any 
manner? 

SL:  No. 

JM:    I  think  that  covers  the  next  question,  then  ...  also.   Describing  the 

freeway  structure,  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the  earthquake. 
You  indicate  that  you  saw  it  buckling  ahead  of  you. 

SL:    That's  right. 

JM:    I'll  conclude  this  interview  at  1117  hours. 
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D-31,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  October  31,  1989,  at  approximately  1330  hours.  The  interview  was 
conducted  at  .  Emeryville.   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  the  interview.  The  . 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
GM: 

SM:  you  are  aware  that  this  is  being  recorded? 

GM:  Yes. 

SM:    If  you  would,  please,  just  go  ahead  and  relate  all  the  instances  around 
the  earthquake  from  about  the  time  that  you  left  work  and  if  you  can, 
locate  yourself,  where  you  work,  and  then  move  from  there  on. 

GM:    I  left  my  work,  my  place  of  ...  my  office,  at  around  5  minutes  to  5 

because  I  was  rushing,  because  after,  I  was  going  to  have  a  midterm  about 
my  taxation  in  Alameda.   So,  when  I  got  into  the  freeway,  the  traffic  was 
very  light  so  I  was  able  to  get  to  80  right  away.   So,  by  this  time,  I  was 
about  to  merge  going  to  1-880,  I  was  following  this  rig  who,  I  guess,  it 
was  also  going  into  1-880.   So,  I  was  following  him  slowly,  around  35 
miles  or  maybe  40,  35  to  40  because  it  was  going  uphill.   Then,  when  we 
merged  to  1-880,  I  felt  like  I  had  a  flat  tire  because  I  was  losing 
control  of  my  car.   So,  feeling  that,  thinking  that  I  had  a  flat  tire,  I 
changed  lanes,  moving  to  the  second  right  lane.   When  I  was  ...  1  am 
trying  to  control  my  car  and  then  suddenly,  section  by  section,  it  was 
starting  collapse.   I  was  bouncing  like  rubber  ball.   So,  I  said  "Good 
Lord,  what's  going  on  here?"  So,  I  was  so  shaken  up  I  didn't  know  what  to 
do.   I  didn't  know  what  was  happening.   I  thought  maybe  the  freeway 
collapsed.   I  didn't  ...  I  was  not  aware  that  there  was  an  earthquake. 
So,  I  just  held  on  to  my  ...  I  had  a  rosary  on  my  rear  view  mirror  I 
just  held  it  and  I  just  ...  it  was  so  sudden!   I  just  ...  when  it  shopped, 
I  just  hit  something  and  then  I  just  stopped.   Then,  when  it  was  over,  I 
cannot  move  because  I  was  trapped  in  my  car.   My  car  has  the  power  windows 
and  power  seatbelts  and  since  I  was  wearing  the  seatbelt,  I  was  trapped. 
I  cannot  move.  The  first  thing  I  had  in  mind  was  if  I  was  still  in  one 
piece,  so  I  tried  to  check  my  body  and  when  I  felt  that,  I  was  just  having 
pains,  I  said,  "Oh,  Lord,  Thank  God  for  it!",  because  I  felt  that  I  was 
still  in  one  piece.   Then,  when  looking  around  I  saw  people  all  over,  cars 
all  over.   Then,  I  can't  do  anything  because  I  was  trapped  and  guys  from 
other  cars  tried  to  take  me  out  from  my  car.  Then,  people  later  on  just 
coming  up  from  all  over  the  place  and  they  started  helping  all  those 
people  in  the  cars.   I  was  one  of  those  lucky  people  who  was  helped.  So, 
and  then  ...  when  ...  the  shock  was  there.    I  didn't  know  what  to  do  and  I 
was  waiting  and  I  was  laying  down  in  one  of  the  pavements,  hoping  to  get 
the  medical  treatment  or  something,  because  I  thought  that  I  might  have 
some  broken  ribs  or  ...  because  my  neck  was  little  in  pain  or  maybe  I  was 
so  shaken  up  that  I  didn't  know  what  to  feel.   So,  then  I  was  brought  down 
by  those  people  using  that  tanker  that  they  used  for  the  shipping,  layer 
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by  layer.   So,  I  was  brought  down  there  and  then  when  I  was  down,  they 
asked  me  if  I  needed  medical  attention  and  I  said,  "No,  just  help  those 
old  people  upstairs",  because  they  need  more  help  because  they  were  all  in 
blood.   So,  I  said  ...  and  me,  I  just  have  some  bruises  on  my  leg  and  I 
think  I  can  manage,  I  said.   So,  I,  ...  when  I  got  home  around  almost  8 
o'clock  in  the  evening.   My  wife  was  simply  terrified  because  she  knew 
that  I  was  coming  home  to  pick  up  my  notes  because  I'm  supposed  to  go  home 
first,  pick  up  my  notes  for  my  test  and  eat  and  then  go  to  school  because 
my  class  is  at  6  o'clock.   But  since  I  wasn't  able  to  come  home,  she  was 
worried  because  of  what  happened.   That  evening,  when  I  was  going  to  bed, 
I  was  still  feeling  the  pain  ...  I  can't  sleep  ...  and  maybe  sometimes 
when  I  breath,  I  take  some  deep  breath,  it  was  painful  in  here.   So,  my 
wife  wanted  to  rush  me  to  hospital  right  away  that  evening,  but  when  we 
heard  that  they  are  closing  of  what  happened  to  Oakland,  she  said  well,  I 
think  we  better  wait  because  we. might  be  more  in  trouble  if  we  rushed  over 
there,  because  we  don't  know  what  will  happen  there  with  the  aftershocks, 
so  we  just  waited.   So,  the  following  day,  early  morning,  she  took  me  to 
the  emergency  hospital  at  Kaiser.  They  took  some  x-ray  of  me  and  check 
and  the  doctor  said  that  I  have  a  sprain  and  soft  tissue  injury  in  my  neck 
and  that  he  asked  me  to  wear  some  col  1 ars  for  at  1  east  three  days  and  to 
relieve  the  pain,  he  asked  me  to  take  some  Motrin  but  since  I  was  allergic 
to  some  medicines  so  I  was  advised  not  to  take  those  and  he  just  helped  me 
with  sleeping,  to  sleep.   He  issued  me  some  Valium  because  I  am  having 
nightmare. 

SM:    That's  understandable,  sure. 

6M:    It  was  a  horrifying  experience,  but  I'm  just  lucky  that  I  got  out  of  it! 

SM:    It  is  a  very  traumatic  experience  and  I  appreciate  you  talking  and 

discussing  it  with  us.   How  long  have  you  been  working  here  in  Emeryville? 

6M:    Over  four  years. 

SM:    During  the  time  that  you  have  been  working  here  in  Emeryville,  have  you 
also  been  living  in  Alameda  for  those  four  years? 

GM:    Oh  yeah. 

SM:    So,  you  travel  between  Emeryville  and  Alameda  everyday? 
GM:  Correct. 

SM:    On  the  day  of  the  earthquake  then,  you  were  leaving  work  in  Emeryville  and 
you  got  on  westbound  80? 

GM:  Correct. 

SM:  Then,  took  the  transition  from  westbound  80  to  southbound  880? 

GM:  Correct. 

SM:  About  what  time  did  you  normally  leave  work,  or  did  you  leave? 
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GM:  Oh,  no.  That's  the  only  ...  the  first  time  that  I  left  work  early  because 
of  my  midterm,  but  I  normally  stay  until  6:30,  7:30  in  the  evening  because 
I  got  lots  of  work. 

SM:    Do  you  know  what  traffic  is  usually  like  around  5  o'clock,  the  day  that 
you  left  early? 

GM:    Heavy.   Heavy.    It's  just  really  heavy  to  merge  ...  getting  out  from 

Emeryville,  Powell  Street,  merging  to  80  is  really  ...  it  was  really  bad 
but,  that  afternoon,  it  was  very  light. 

SM:    You'd  say  that  was  unusual  for  that  time  of  day? 

GM:  It  was  unusual,  yeah.  It  was  very  unusual.  That's  why  ...  if  there  was  a 
little  traffic  just  for  one  minute,  I  could  have  not  been  in  that  section! 

SM:    So,  when  you  got  onto  880,  which  lane  were  you  travelling  in?  There  are 
four  lanes  at  least. 

GM:    Second  to  the  left. 

SM:  So,  that  would  be  the  #2?  Second  to  the  left?  If  we  count  the  fast  line 
as  #1,  then  you  would  be  in  #2. 

GM:  Right. 

SM:  So,  you  were  travelling  in  the  #2  lane? 

GM:  Correct. 

SM:  You  stated  your  speed  was  about  35  miles  an  hour? 

GM:    Well,  I  was  going  uphill  but  once  we  reached  the  1-880  section  so  the 

trucks  speed  up  a  little  bit,  so  maybe  around  40,  45.   But  that's  the  time 
when  I  felt  that,  that  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire  so  I  changed  lanes.  I 
moved  from  this  lane,  from  #2,  I  moved  to  #3.   That  saved  me.    If  not,  I 
could  have  ...  because  the  rig  turned  over,  so  I  could  have  hit  the  rig  or 
whatever  could  have  happened. 

SM:    So,  you  were  then  ...  after  you  felt  like  something  was  wrong  with  your 
tires,  you  changed  from  the  #2  to  the  #3.   Did  you  slow  your  speed,  or 
were  you  pulling  over  to  stop? 

GM:  Yes,  I  did.  I  ...  automatically,  I  reduce  my  speed  because  I  had  to  look 
over  and  check  the  incoming  or  coming  from  San  Francisco.  So,  when  there 
was  none,  so  I  moved  to  the  third  lane  slowly.  That  was  the  time  when  it 
started,  those  sections  to  collapse  one  at  a  time. 

SM:    How  would  you  describe  the  traffic?  Was  it  travelling  ...  it  wasn't 
bumper-to-bumper.    It  was  very  light. 


GM:   Yes,  it  was  very  light. 
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SM:   Was  it  like  maybe  groups  of  traffic,  or  was  it  just  a  car  here  and  a  car 
there?  How  would  you  describe  the  pattern  of  traffic? 

GM:    I  know  ...  when  I  got  in  and  on  the  first  ...  I  know  because  when  I  got  in 
there,  there  was  this  Cadillac  going  in  ...  on  1st  and  then  this  rig,  me 
and  then  there's  another  car,  a  Corvette  I  think,  which  was  at  my  back 
following  me.   So  ...  then  the  Corvette  took  over.   He  passed  us  both  as 
soon  as  we  merged  on  880.  The  Corvette  sped  up  and  took  the  right  lane. 
But  at  that  time,  I  haven't  felt  that  flat  tire  yet.  So,  when  I  felt  it, 
then  that's  the  time  that  I  moved  to  the  second  lane.   But  there  were  four 
of  us  at  that  time. 

SM:    There  was  yourself,  the  big  rig,  the  Corvette  and  the  Cadillac? 

GM:  Right. 

SM:    By  looking  at  this  map,  can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  nearest  cross  street 
where  you  think  your  car  stopped?  When  you  started  feeling  the  earthquake 
and  where  your  car  came  to  a  stop? 

GM:    Maybe  over  here?  When  I  felt  the  flat  tire,  somewhere  here. 

SM:  You're  pointing  to  about  32nd  Street,  approximately  the  vicinity  of  32nd 
Street? 

GM:    Right.  That's  right,  something  like  that.   When  it  was  all  over,  I  was 
already  somewhere  here.   So  ...  I  don't  know.    It  just  ...  it  was  so  fast! 

SM:    How  many  people  were  in  your  car? 

GM:    Just  me. 

SM:  Just  you.  Can  you  give  me  more  of  a  description  on  the  big  rig?  Can  you 
remember  the  company  or  whether  it  had  a  trailer  and  a  truck- tractor,  or 
just  ... 

GM:    I  know  it  looked  like  a  truck.  That  thing  that  ...  it  separates.  You 
take  off  the  trailer  and  I  think  it's  only  the  body,  the  head  or 
something. 

SM:    Just  the  tractor?  Without  a  trailer? 
GM:    Yeah.   Without  a  trailer. 
SM:    Do  you  recall  the  color? 

GM:    No,  because  it  was  on  fire!    I  saw  the  driver  putting  it  off  with  a  fire 
extinguisher. 

SM:    Oh,  it  caught  on  fire  after  the  earthquake? 

GM:   Yes,  after  earthquake. 
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SM: 
GM: 
SM: 
GM: 


SM: 
GM: 


GM: 

SM 
GM 
SM 

GM: 
SM: 
GM: 
SM: 
GM: 

SM: 
GM: 
SM: 
GM: 


You  saw  the  driver  get  out? 
Right. 

The  driver  appeared  to  be  all  right? 

No.   He  was  limping,  but  he  still  managed.   Because  we  were  so  close  to 
the  fire.   That's  why  the  first  thing  he  might  have  done  was  to  put  off 
the  fire  so  that  he  wouldn't  get  caught  with  that  fire.   Because  we  were 
just  next  to  each  other. 

So,  everybody  came  to  a  stop  and  how  did  the  vehicles  look?  Where  were 
you  in  relation  to  the  truck  and  the  Corvette  and  the  Cadillac? 

Well,  it  was  just  around,  about  this  side  of  this  section.   Then,  the 
Corvette  was  on  the  far  right. 

In  the  lane  right  next  to  you,  or  a  lane  over  from  that?  You  were  in  the 
#3  lane  at  that  time. 

Right.  I  was  ...  he  was  ...  well,  I'm  trying  to  recall.  He  was  in  the 
fourth  lane.  I  don't  know  what  happened  to  him,  but  it  showed  that  his 
Corvette  was  going  down  way. 

You're  pointing  down? 

Yeah,  pointing  down.   I  saw  his  wheels  flying,  so  ... 

So,  he  was  right  next  to  you  and  about  how  far  in  front  of  you,  do  you 
think?  Was  he  parallel  with  you,  or  ... 

Yeah,  just  parallel  with  me. 

Do  you  recall  the  color  of  the  Corvette? 

Oh,  I  ...  I'm  not  sure. 

Do  you  remember  the  driver?  What  happened  to  the  driver  of  the  Corvette? 

I  saw  him  just  sitting  down.  Maybe  he  was  shocked  too,  I  don't  know.  I 
just  saw  him.   Everybody  was  shocked,  we  didn't  know  what  to  do. 

Did  you  ever  see  him  get  out? 

Yeah.    I  saw  him  get  out. 

He  was  walking  around  under  his  own  power?  Was  he? 

I  think  ...  I  think  I  saw  him  get  out  and  then  sat  down  or  something.  I'm 
not  sure.   I  just  saw  him  just  sitting  down  when  I  glanced  at  him.  I 
thought  he  was  hurt  too,  but  I'm  not  sure. 


SM:    How  about  the  Cadillac? 


CALIFORNIA  HI6HWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-sib 


GM:    Oh,  they  were  so  badly  hurt.   I  can  see  them  ...  all  blood  all  over. 
Then,  this  guy,  this  Chinese  guy  who  was  driving  a  pickup  or  Toyota  or 
whatever,  he  was  the  one  who  helped  me  out,  helped  me  get  out  of  my  car. 
Then,  once  I  got  out,  he  started  pulling  out  these  old  people  from  the 
Cadillac.   But  he  cannot,  he  cannot  hold  them  so  even  though  I  was  hurt,  I 
helped  too.   So,  I  tried  to  help  but  then  we  all  fold  up!   Because  they 
were  so  big  and  we  were  trying  to  ...  I  took  the  feet  like  that  and  then  I 
cannot  control  because  I  was  in  pain  so  when  I  held  and  ...  but  we  were 
able  to  pull  out  two,  two  of  them,  one  lady  and  one  old  guy.   That's  all  I 
remember.  Then,  I  started  feeling  pain  so  Ijust,  I  just  sit  down  until 
those  people  help  me  go  down  there. 

SM:  Where  was  the  Cadillac  stopped? 

GM:  It  was  on  the  one,  in  one  lane. 

SM:  It  was  in  the  fast  lane? 

GM:  Fast  lane. 

SM:  Parallel  to  you,  a  little  in  front  of  you  or  behind  you? 

GM:  Just  beside  me.   They  were  just  parallel,  yeah. 

SM:  Right  across  from  each  other? 

GM:  Yes. 

SM:  So,  the  Cadillac  then  was  in  the  #1  lane,  the  big  rig  is  in  the  #2  lane 

•  •  • 

GM:    Uh-huh.  Then,  there's  another  pickup  just  in  front  of  me.  Maybe  it's 
about,  ahead  of  me  or  something. 

SM:    So,  you're  in  the  #3  lane  and  there's  a  pickup  in  front  of  you?  Tb?*%  in 
the  #4  lane  next  to  you  is  the  Corvette?  *  " 

GM:    Corvette,  correct. 

SM:    So,  the  people  in  the  Cadillac  ...  were  there  only  two  people  in  the 
Cadillac? 

GM:    No.   I  think  ...  I  believe  there  were  five  of  them,  or  four  ...  four  or 
five. 

SM:    You  only  saw  two  get  out,  or  all  of  them  get  out? 

GM:    Well,  I  helped  two.   I  ...  because  I  was  so  sore.   Because  when  I  was 
bending,  I  cannot  bend,  so  I  tried;  I  just  tried  to  help  pull  them  out. 

SM:    What  were  the  other  vehicles  ...  do  you  recall  what  the  other  vehicles 
were  doing  at  the  same  time  that  you  thought  you  had  a  flat  tire,  when  you 
were  moving  to  the  right? 
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6M:    I  can't  remember. 

SM:    How  did  you  ...  you  were  starting  to  slow  and  move  to  the  right.   Did  you 
just  suddenly  come  to  a  stop?  Did  something  fall  in  front  of  you?  How 
did  you  come  to  a  complete  stop? 

GM:   Oh,  my  section  collapsed. 

SH:    It  collapsed?  That  stopped  you? 

GM:    Yeah,  it  stopped  me.   After  I  lost  ...  0hf  God!   It  just  stopped,  and  then 
everything  was  quiet! 

SM:    Did  your  car  impact  with  any  part  of  the  freeway? 

GM:    I  think  so.    It's  the  upper  section,  I  believe,  because  I  felt  that  there 
was  an  impact  and  I  went  forward. 

SM:    Right.   So,  maybe  that  you  hit  some  of  the  concrete  from  the  ... 

GM:    Maybe,  yeah. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  any  of  the  other  vehicles?  Would  they  have  hit  concrete? 
You  said  that  the  Corvette  went  down? 

GM:    I  just  saw  the  wheel  of  that  Corvette  flying.   I  don't  know  if  he  tiit 
something. 

SM:    You  mean  flying  off  the  car? 

GM:    Yeah.   I  just  saw  the  wheels  but  I'm  not  sure  if  it  was  his  wheel  or 
what.   But  I  just  saw  the  wheel  going  straight  to  my  place! 

SM:  As  1t  came  off  the  car? 

GM:  It  came  off  the  car. 

SM:  Did  your  vehicle  stop  and  come  to  rest  then  in  the  #3  lane  after  that? 

GM:  Yes,  in  the  #3  lane. 

SM:  This  was  after  your  section  fell?  It  was  still  in  the  #3  lane? 

GM:  That's  right. 

SM:  How  about  the  Corvette,  the  Cadillac  and  the  truck? 

GM:  They  were  all  in  the  same  place. 

SM:  All  in  the  same  place? 

GM:  But  the  rig  was  turned  around,  turned  over.  The  oil  was  leaking.   I  can 
see  the  oil  leaking.   That's  why  ...  then  smoke  was  coming  out.  That's 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-sib 


[i 


why  this  guy,  he  was  ...  I  don't  know  how  shocked  he  was,  but  he  was  still 
able  to  put  out  the  fire.  Amazing! 

SM:   So,  you  said  you  were  trapped  in  your  vehicle? 

GM:    Yeah,  with  my  seatbelt.   This  guy,  Chinese  guy,  he  forced  the  door  open  on 
my  car  because  he  was  pulling  it  like  that  and  it  wouldn't  open  because 
maybe  compressed.  He  pulled  it  forward  and  then  he  said  OK,  slide  and 
slide  forward  and  he  pulled  me  out  from  my  car. 

SM:    But  you  couldn't  undo  the  seatbelt  latch? 

GM:    I  can't  because  this  thing  is  the  aftermarket  seatbelt.   I  was  trying  ... 
there's  no  latch  on  that  ... 

SM:    There's  no  release? 

GM:    No,  no  release.  I  can  release  the  belt  here  but  not  the  overhead. 
SM:    It  releases  with  the  door?  When  the  door  is  open,  does  it  release? 
GM:    That's  right. 

SM:    So,  this  Chinese  person  helped  you  get  out  of  the  car.  Do  you  recall 
anyone  else  helping  you  out  of  the  car? 

GM:    No.   He  was  the  one  who  helped  me  out,  get  out  of  the  car. 

SM:    Was  he  the  driver  of  the  pickup  truck? 

GM:    I  think  so.   He  started  talking  to  me  in  Chinese,  but  I  can't  understand 
him.   I  told  him  I'm  not  Chinese. 

SM:    At  the  time  ...  if  you  could  explain  all  your  injuries  to  me  again.  How 
were  you  injured?  . 

GM:    Well,  I  had  some  bruises  here  on  my  feet. 

SM:    On  your  feet  and  your  shins?  Do  you  recall  how  you  got  those? 

GM:    No.   Maybe  from  the  seat  when  I  was  pulled  out.   I  just  have  some  cuts 
because  I  have  some  ...  it  was  minor  in  here.  The  blood  was  coming  out 
here  and  I  thought  I  had  a  cut,  that  I  was  hurt. 

SM:    Minor  cuts  on  your  right  hand? 

GM:    Yeah.   But  the  pain  was  mostly  in  here,  because  it  was  bouncing  like  that 
and  the  doctor  says  it  might  be  the  whiplash.  (Inaudible).   I  had 
(inaudible). 

SM:    When  you  went  for  treatment,  you  said  you  went  to  Kaiser  in  Oakland? 
GM:  Yeah. 
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SM:    What  diagnosis  did  the  doctor  ... 

GM:    He  said  that  I  had  a  sprain  and  soft  tissue  injury  in  my  neck.   He  had 
(inaudible) 

SM:    Would  I  be  able  to  get  a  copy  of  this? 

GM:  Sure. 

SM:    I'll  get  that  a  little  bit  later  then.   Did  you  see  anybody  else  that  was 
trapped  in  their  car  at  the  time? 

GM:    Yeah.   I  know  for  sure  there  was  the  old  guy  in  the  Cadillac  because  he 
was  in  front  ... 

Remainder  of  tape  is  inaudible 


L 
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D-32,        .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  4,  1989,  at  approximately  1000  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Berkeley.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following 
is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:   Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
GD: 

PW:  can  you  state  your  full  name;  spell  your  last  name  please. 

GD: 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  tape  this  interview? 
GD:  Yes. 

PW:    Your  current  address  is 
GD:  Correct. 

PW:    What  is  your  date  of  birth  Sir? 
GD: 

PW:    Your  driver's  license  is 
GD:  Yes. 

PW:    Your  home  phone  number  Sir? 
GD: 

PW:    Lets  backtrack  about  5  to  10  minutes  before  the  earthquake.  What  location 
were  you  travelling  at  that  time? 

GD:    I  was  southbound  on  Highway  80  in  Berkeley. 

PW:    Where  were  you  headed  Sir? 

GD:    I  was  headed  to  my  employer's  address 
in  Oakland. 

PW:  Do  you  travel  this  route  often? 

GD:  Yes,  very  frequently. 

PW:  At  the  time  you  entered  Interstate  880,  how  was  the  traffic  at  that  time? 

GD:  The  traffic  on  the  upper  deck  was  extremely  light. 
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PW:    Do  you  recall  any  particular  vehicle  around  you  or  in  front  of  you  at  that 
time? 

GD:    Yes,  a  dark  sedan  in  front  of  me,  a  four-door,  and  a  silver  and  black,  I 
believe,  Corvette. 

PW:    Was  the  traffic  moving  pretty  much  the  same  speed  or  kind  of  fluctuated? 

GD:    No,  it  was  moving  about  the  same  speed,  between  50,  55. 

PW:   When  you  first  got  on  the  Interstate  880  along  the  Cypress  Structure,  what 
lane  were  you  on? 

GD:  I  was  in  the  extreme  left-hand  lane. 

PW:  You  were  the  only  person  in  your  vehicle? 

GD:  Yes. 

PW:  When  the  earthquake  struck,  do  you  recall  what  location  you  were  at? 

GD:  I  was  in  the  process  of  changing  lanes,  moving  over  to  the  right. 

PW:  When  it  struck? 

GD:  When  it  struck. 

PW:  So,  any  idea  as  far  as  cross  reference? 

GD:  I  was  somewhere  the  extreme  left-hand  lane  and  the  next  one  over.   Oh,  oh, 
cross  street? 

PW:  Yes. 

GD:    About  32nd  Street. 

PW:    32nd.  What  was  the  first  indication  to  something  was  not  right  or  that 
something  was  happening? 

GD:    I  got  a  slight  side  to  side  shifting  of  the  vehicle  and  I  thought  it  was  a 
gust  of  wind.   At  first  ... 

PW:    That  normal  feel  for  a  truck/tractor  that  size? 

GD:    Yes.   If  you  have  a  load  on.   I  carry  hardwood  lumber.   But  then  I 

realized  I  didn't  have  a  load  on  and  its  rather  unlikely  that  you  would 
get  that  kind  of  thing  if  you  didn't  have  anything. 

PW:    What  lane  were  you  on  at  that  time? 

GD:    That's  about  the  time  I  was  changing  lanes. 
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PW:    You  were  changing  lanes  from  the  fast  to  the  lane  next  to  it  when  it 
happened? 

GD:  Yes. 

PW:    How  much  of  a  side  motion  do  you  feel? 
GD:    It  was  just  a  brief  rock. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  if  the  vehicles  around  you  were  doing  the  same  thing  or 
experiencing  the  same  thing? 

GD:    Right  at  that  instant,  I  didn't  notice  any  other  vehicles. 

PW:    Right  at  that  point,  do  you  recall  what  cars  were  around  you? 

GD:    There  were  no  cars  immediately  around.  There  were  cars  behind  me  and  a 
couple  of  cars  in  front  of  me. 

PW:    Any  ideas  what  type  of  vehicles? 

GD:    The  four-door  sedan  and  there  was  another  smaller  Toyota  type  vehicle. 
PW:    What  about  the  Corvette? 

GD:    The  Corvette  was  sort  of  to  my  side,  just  a  little  behind  me,  but  he  was 
like  ... 

PW:    To  the  right  side? 

GD:    ...  to  the  right  side.   But  he  was  over  a  lane  or  two.   I  just  caught  him 
but  of  the  corner  of  my  eye. 

PW:    When  you  felt  the  side  motion,  what  happened  after  that? 

GD:    At  that  point,  I  looked  down  the  freeway  I  had  completed.   I  was  jir " 
coming  out  of  the  turn. 

PW:    Where  the  Cypress  Structure  makes  the  turn? 

GD:    Right,  and  was  starting  on  the  straight-away  and  I  looked  down  the  length 
of  the  straight-away  and  the  freeway  seemed  to  be  coming  up  like  ocean 
swells,  and  it  seemed  to  be  coming  from  the  south  end. 

PW:    In  an  up  and  down  motion? 

GD:    Well,  just  a  swelling  motion  like  waves  but  it  didn't  subside;  it  just 
kept  getting  bigger  and  bigger  and  higher  until  the  pavement  just  broke 
loose  and  then  there  was  debris  flying  everywhere. 

PW:    You  said  you  saw  the  motion  from  the  south  end  first? 

GD:  Yes. 
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PW:    How  far  south? 

GD:    It  seemed  to  be  all  the  way  down  as  far  as  you  could  see. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  anything  happening  on  the  sides  of  the  freeway  structure? 

GD:  No. 

PW:    Nothing  there.  Do  you  recall  how  many  swerving  motion  side  to  side  you 
felt? 

GD:    At  first  there  was  only  that  one  and  then  it  seemed  to  be  the  rolling 
motion  which  came  from  south  to  north.   As  it  got  toward  me,  then  I 
started  feeling  some  more  side  to  side  motions. 

PW:    It  was  quite  erratic  at  that  point? 

GD:    It  started  out  kinda  like  a  slow  rolling  motion  and  it  just  kept  building 
in  intensity,  then  it  was  everything  broke  loose. 

PW:    That  was  the  first  indication  that  something  wasn't  right?  That  sort  of 
rolling  motion  coming  from  south  to  north? 

GD:    Actually,  I  think  it  was  more  the  first  sideward  gusts  that  I  got.  My 
first  thought  was  it  was  it  wind  but  then  I  realized  that  it  wasn't  the 
wind.  Then,  I  knew  something  was  wrong. 

PW:    Did  you  know  at  that  point  that  it  might  be  an  earthquake? 

<5D:    I  don't  recall  thinking  anything  at  that  point.   I  was  just  thinking, 
what's  wrong  and  what  can  I  do  to  correct  it. 

PW:  What  was  your  immediate  action  then? 

GD:  To  get  to  the  center  of  the  road. 

PW:  At  what  point  did  you  apply  your  brake,  if  you  did? 

GD:  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  did. 

PW:  The  motion  from  south  to  north,  the  wave  action,  did  it  curve  pretty  fast? 

GD:    It  seemed  to  start  off  very  slow,  then  it  built  and  all  of  a  sudden  it 
just  happened. 

PW:    You  said  that  your  portion  of  the  freeway  dropped  at  that  point? 
GD:  Yes. 

PW:    Is  that  the  next  thing  that  you  remember? 

GD:    I  didn't  know  that  that's  what  it  was.  As  I  was  moving  over,  I  was 
looking  forward  plus  looking  in  the  rear-view  mirror  trying  to  avoid, 
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thinking  if  there's  any  cars,  I  wanted  to  avoid  them  and  that's  when  the 
first  impact  occurred  where  the  pavement  dropped  and  the  front  of  the 
truck  struck  the  . . . 

PW:    Did  you  feel  the  pavement  dropping? 

GD:    I  didn't  feel  it  dropping.    I  felt  the  impact  and  there  was  a  large  bang 
when  I  hit. 

PW:    So,  when  you  impacted  with  a  portion  of  the  roadway  in  front  that  was 
what?  Three,  four  feet? 

GD:  About  three  feet.   Two  and  half  feet. 

PW:  About  your  portion  of  the  road  that  you  were  travelling? 

GD:  Right. 

PW:  What  speed  were  you  going  at  time?  Do  you  have  any  idea? 

GD:  Under  50. 

PW:  Were  you  down-shifting  or  letting  off  the  gas  at  that  point? 

GD:    I  was  steering  for  the  middle  of  the  road.    I  didn't  even  think  about 

down-shifting  or  anything.   If  anything,  I  might  have  hit  the  accelerator. 

PW:    Were  you  changing  lanes  when  you  impacted  with  the  freeway  structure  or 
were  you  pretty  much  on  a  straight  course? 

GD:    I  was  changing  lanes. 

PW:    What  about  the  vehicles  around  you?  What  evasive  action  did  they  take? 
GD:    I  have  no  idea. 
PW:    You  were  too  busy? 

GD:    I  was  too  busy  holding  on  for  "dear  life." 

PW:    Could  you  tell  me  about  your  injury  during  the  impact?  After  the  impact 
that  is? 

GD:    I  didn't  find  out  until  later  that  I  had  compression  fractures  in  the  neck 
and  in  the  lower  back.    I  found  that  later  on  at  the  hospital. 

PW:    Any  other  injuries  sustained  from  the  impact. 

GD:    Minor  scrapes,  cuts,  bruises  all  over. 

PW:    Did  you  see  any  of  the  other  vehicles  around  you  that  had  people  who  were 
injured  inside? 
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GD:  Yes. 

PW:    What  cars  were  they? 

6D:    The  sedan  that  was  in  front  of  me  had  three  older  men  and  two  women.  The 
women  were  both  cut  severely  in  the  head  area. 

PW:   This  was  the  darker  sedan? 

GD:  Yes. 

PW:   You  don't  have  any  idea  what  make  or  ... 

GD:    I  have  no  idea. 

PW:    What  nationality  were  they? 

GD:    They  seemed  to  be  all  Caucasian.  There  was  a  woman  behind  me  ...  oriental 
who  was  also  cut  quite  a  bit  in  the  head.  A  lot  of  bleeding.   She  was 
rather  hysterical. 

PW:   She  was  by  herself,  in  the  car? 

GD:    Yes.  There  was  another  Caucasian  male,  30ish,  in  the  Corvette. 
PW:    Was  he  hurt?  . 
GD:    He  was  fine. 

PW:    There  was  only  three  cars  that  you  recall  at  this  point? 
GD:  Yes. 

PW:    That  had  injuries?  Were  any  of  the  vehicles'  occupants  trapped  in  any  of 
those  cars? 

GD:    Yes.  The  older  people  in  the  sedan  in  front  of  me.  The  back  doors 

weren't  operable.  The  front  passenger  door  was  ...  I  helped  the  ladies 
get  out  of  the  car  and  had  them  sit  in  the  middle  of  the  road.  They  were 
pretty  shook  up. 

PW:    I  can  imagine. 

GD:    I  helped  one  fellow  out  the  window  of  the  back  door  and  the  other  guy 
climbed  out.  The  driver  was  incapacitated  in  the  front  seat. 

PW:    Was  he  conscious? 

GD:  Yes. 

PW:    Were  you  able  to  get  out  of  your  vehicle  by  yourself  or  did  someone  have 
to  help  you? 
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GD:    I  eventually  got  out  by  myself. 

PW:    How  did  most  people  get  down  from  the  structure? 

GD:    I  only  know  about  two  and  we  climbed  down  a  ladder  that  we  were  directed 
to. 

PW:    Who  put  that  ladder  there? 

GD:    I  have  no  idea.    It  was  like  a  contractor's  ladder  that  somebody  had  put 
up. 

PW:    Can  you  be  a  little  more  specific  in  the  motion  you  felt  during  the 
earthquake  or  ... 

GD:    Only  that  the  first  thing  I  felt  was  a  side  to  side  motion  that  I  thought 
was  a  gust  of  wind,  and  then  a  rocking  or  swelling  motion  of  the  pavement 
that  increased  with  intensity,  and  then  all  kinds  of  turbulent  motions 
back  and  forth  and  side  to  side. 

PW:    That's  when  the  waves  came  to  your  location  or  that  was  before  the  waves? 

GD:  Huh. 

PW:    You  said  you  saw  the  waves  approaching. 

GD:    It  looked  like  it  was  just  coming  at  me  and  I  didn't  feel  any  movement 
until  that  first  impact.   So,  apparently,  there  was  a  drop  in  my  section 
of  the  freeway  before  I  actually  felt  it  and  I  had  fallen  indeed  a  couple 
of  feet  before  the  first  impact.  Then,  I  was  airborne  for  some  time. 

PW:    Then,  you  were  airborne? 

GD:    The  tractor  and  the  trailer.   I  can  remember  the  Corvette  was  almost 

catching  up  with  me  and  then  I  went  by  him  and  at  that  point  I  was  in  the 
air. 

PW:    Did  you  realize  that  the  freeway  structure  was  falling  at  all? 
GD:  No. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  would  tell  you? 

GD:    Yes.   I  could  see  up  ahead  that  there  were  parts  of  it  that  were  up  and 
down  and  buckled  and  ... 

PW:    Besides  the  rolling  motion  from  south  to  north,  did  you  notice  any  side 
motion  on  the  freeway  structure? 

GD:    Not  until  after  the  first  impact.  Then,  it  seemed  that  it  was  all  kind  of 
a  shaking  side  to  side  plus  the  turbulence  of  the  rest  of  it. 

PW:    Do  you  need  glasses  to  drive  at  all? 
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GD:  No. 

PW:   You  hadn't  taken  any  medication  or  anything  at  that  point? 
GD:  No. 

PW:   Your  overall  health  at  that  time  was  ... 
GD:  Good. 

PW:    Is  there  anything  else  that  you  would  like  to  add  that  I  may  have  missed? 

GD:    That's  about  it. 

PW:    You've  been  a  lot  of  help. 

GD:    Being  as  I  was  in  the  cab  up  high,  I  guess  I  had  a  better  overall  view  of 
what  happened  down  the  road.  So,  here's  the  ladder  I  think  I  came  down. 
I'm  not  sure  whether  that's  ...  it  could  be  the  one.   I  remember  this  van 
being  over  there  and  they  had  a  couple  of  people  laid  out  on  the  street. 
So,  we  climbed  down  here  and  there  was  another  ladder  going  over  the  side 
down  to  the  street  1 evel . 

PW:    Yeah.  Also  a  paper  clipping  from  the  Los  Angeles  Times  dated  October  19th 
showed  a  pretty  good  indication  where  your  truck  was.  . 

GD:   Yes.  ...  straddling  the  two  and  three  lane.   I  thought  I  was  closer  to  the 
center  or  closer  to  the  other  side  of  the  freeway  than  I  am. 

PW:    You're  more  to  the  left  side  of  the  freeway. 

GD:    Urn- hum. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  anybody  ...  a  civilian  who  came  and  assisted  the  injured  at 
al 1 ,  that  went  above  and  beyond  to  cal  1  of  duty? 

GD:    There  was  some  black  teenage  kids  who  had  come  up  and  were  really  helping. 

PW:    No  names  or  anything? 

GD:    No  names. 

PW:  thank  you  for  this  interview.   I'm  going  to  conclude  this 

interview  at  approximately  1020  hours.  Thank  you  very  much; 
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D-33,       _  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  6,  1989,  at  approximately  1700  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  Oakland.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:   Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
ED: 


ED:    On  that  day,  October  17,  1989,  from  Berkeley,  I  was  trying  to  get  home. 
Southbound,  so  I  ran  into  Interstate  1-880.    I  noticed  that  the  car  was 
swerving  back  and  forward.    I  thought,  I  had  in  my  mind  that  there  was 
something  wrong  with  me,  my  car,  maybe  the  tires  blew  up  or  something. 
Before  I  could  think  of  anything,  it  was  really  fast  and  then  in  a  matter 
of  seconds,  I  was  bouncing  really  hard  in  the  car,  so  I  thought,  I  had  in 
my  mind  that  this  is  an  earthquake  and  it  is  probable  the  end  of  the 
world.   Of  course,  at  that  time,  I  didn't  realize  that  I  was  on  the 
bridge.  The  only  thing  that  can  into  my  mind  are  my  kids.   I  was  so 
worried  about  them.    I  have  not  seen  them,  if  it's  the  end  of  the  world, 
so  I  was  really  afraid.   Then,  after  that,  I  had  some  pain  in  my  chest  and 
I  thought  that  I  couldn't  breath,  maybe  I  just  thought  that  but,  I  could 
...  myself  that  "No,  you're  not  going  to  die,  you  are  alive."  Then,  I  saw 
my  face  in  the  mirror,  it's  all  bleeding,  my  face,  because  my  nose  was 
also  bleeding. right  here.   My  face  is  already  swelling.   But,  I  didn't 
worry  about  it  because  I  was  so  worried  about  my  kids  because  they  are 
very  young,  one  is  only  3  years  old  and  one  is  only  16  months,  so  I  got 
out  of  the  car  and  then  a  noticed  that  the  tip  of  my  car  is  scattered  and 
some  damages  and  then  some  people  helped  me.  They  even  gave  me  a 
handkerchief  to  wipe  my  bleeding  face.  They  told  me  that  I'm  OK.  Even 
the  people  downstairs,  ...  down,  downstairs,  on  the  street,  they  were 
asking  if  I  was  OK.   I  told  them  that  I'm  OK.   I  just  want  to  get  down  and 
make  a  phone  call.   After  a  while,  so  help  came,  but  it  wasn't,  I  don't 
know  if  it's  the  Paramedics,  but  anyway  after  a  while  they  rescued  us. 
They  made  a  hoist.   They  hoisted  two  trailers.   They  put  It  together, 
that's  why  we  were  able  to  get  down.   At  first,  they  were  trying  to  rescue 
some  children,  but  they  couldn't  find  any,  so  I'm  the  first  one  who  was 
rescued,  really  and  some  other  people  were  also  bleeding.  Then, 
volunteers  were  around,  some  people  helped  me,  maybe  some  people  who  just 
live  in  the  area.   I  gave  them  the  numbers  for  my  husband  to  call,  call  my 
husband  to  tell  him  I  am  OK  and  then  he  just  has  to  pick  up  the  children. 
A  Filipino,  she  helped.   They  have  a  van  and  they  are  on  the  area  and  then 
they  just  took  me  to  Merritt  Hospital.   I  was  treated  there  by  Dr.  Tough 
and  he  gave  me  ...  I  have  5  stitches  in  my  forehead  and  he  gave  me  a  shot 
of  Tetnus  and  after  awhile,  I  went  home.   He  told  me  that  I  really  have  to 
be  seen  by  a  regular  doctor. 

SM:    How  often,  do  you  work  in  Berkeley?  Were  you  coming  home  from  work? 

ED:    Yeah,  at  that  time,  because  I  just  relieved  somebody,  at  that  time,  so, 
that  day  I  just  got  off  of  work. 
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SM:   Do  you  normally  come  that  way  very  often? 

ED:    No,  not  very  often.   Not  now  because  we  just  came  home  from  a  vacation 
from  the  Philippines.   We  just  got  back  this  July.   I  use  to  work  all  the 
time  in  Berkeley  before,  but  I  work  nights  and  get  up  at  1:00.   Since  we 
just  got  back  here,  I  just  work  at  the  register. 

SM:  So,  you  don't  travel  that  way  very  often? 

ED:  Not,  not  very  often,  before.   Not  everyday,  no. 

SM:  Once  a  month,  few  times  a  month. 

ED:  Oh  yeah,  a  few  times  a  week  or  ... 

SM:  A  few  times  a  week.  How  would  you  describe  traffic  on  this  day. 

ED:    I  was  really  surprised  on  that  day,  when  I  was  coming  on  the  freeway  from 
Berkeley.   It  was  unusual  because  before,  even  when  I  worked  in  Berkeley 
from  5  years  before,  it  was  never  been  like  that.  So,  anyway,  I  just  came 
into  my  mind  that  this  is  a  very  unusual  day.   At  almost  5:00,  there's  got 
to  be  traffic,  but  that  the  way  that  it  is  ... 

SM:    What  was  so  unusual  about  it?   It  was  very  light? 

ED:    It  was  real  light.   You  wouldn't  even  think  that  it  was  rush  hour.  There 
was  really  few  cars,  not  a  lot.  There  was  a  light  traffic.   Not  really 
traffic. 

SM:    Which  lane  do  you  normally  drive  in  or  were  you  driving  in?  Was  it  the 
fast  lane?  We  say  the  fastest  lane  is  number  one,  slow  is  number  four. 

ED:    No,  I  always  go  at  the  middle  because,  is  this  five  lanes? 

SM:  Four. 

ED:    Maybe,  I  would  go  to  three  and  then,  yeah,  for  the  meantime  and  then  maybe 
when  I  am  almost  getting  off  of  the  freeway,  you  exit. 

SM:    So,  you  think  you  were  probably  travelling  in  lane  number  three? 

ED:  Yeah. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  how  fast  you  were  going? 

ED:    Oh,  just  55,  normal. 

SM:    Traffic  was  going  just  normal  then. 

ED:    Yeah,  because  I  don't  really  drive  fast.   I've  got  my  kids  to  worry 

about.  Before  I  use  to,  but  not  when  I've  got  kids,  no  I  drive  to  protect 
myself. 
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SM:    This  time,  though,  the  kids  were  not  in  the  car,  nobody  else  was  in  the 
car? 

ED:    No,  there  was  just  me.   The  kids  were  at  the  baby-sitter  and  my  husband 
was  at  home,  because  is  just  got  off  of  work. 

SM:    We  pin  pointed  that  you  think  you  were  just  around  28th  Street. 

ED:    Yeah,  I  think  this  is  really  my  car.   I'm  not  sure. 

SM:    She  pointed  to  ...  is  that  the  white  or  the  dark  colored  one? 

ED:    This  one.    It  looks  like  my  car. 

SM:    She  is  pointing  to  a  dark  colored  car  that  is  just  to  the  south  side  of 
28th  Street.    It  appears  to  be  in  the  number  three  lane. 

ED:    Yeah,  the  number  three  lane. 

SM:    What  did  you  first  feel?  You  said  your  car  swerved,  it  went  to  the  right 
or  the  left?   Do  you  remember? 

ED:    It  went  right  and  left,  right  and  left.   It  was  just  swerving.   I  thought 
there  must  be  something  wrong  with  the  tires.   It  is  very  quick  and  it  was 
really  bouncing. 

SM:    It  bounced  up  and  down? 

ED:    Yes,  very  hard. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  looking  at  the  rest  of  the  freeway?  Did  you  see  the  rest  of 
the  freeway  doing  anything? 

ED:    No,  no.   At  that  time,  when  it  is  bouncing,  my  car,  no  I  didn't  see 
anything.   Of  course,  may  be  my  eyes  were  closed,  but  I  didn't  see 
anything  until  it  stopped.   Not  until  the  earthquake  stopped. 

SM:    Before  the  earthquake  happened,  do  you  remember  the  cars  that  were  driving 
around  you? 

ED:    Yeah.   No,  after  that  is  just  when  I  noticed  the  cars  around  me.  That's 
when  I  saw  it. 

SM:    What  cars  were  around  you  after  the  earthquake? 

ED:    In  front  of  me  was  a  big  truck.   I  don't  know  what  kind  of  truck  it  was. 
SM:    Did  1t  have  a  trailer  on  it? 

ED:  Yeah,  it  had  a  trailer  on  1t.  It  was  just  a  big  truck  with  sort  of  a  long 
bed.  There  was  no  car  on  the  side,  it  was  just  opened.  It  was  probably  a 
trailer  truck. 


I 
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SN:    It  was  a  covered,  like  a  box  trailer  or  was  it  like  a  big  huge  pickup 
truck. 

ED:    No,  it's  not  a  pickup,  it's  really  a  truck. 
SM:    It's  a  big  truck,  but  a  flat  bed  truck. 

ED:   Yeah,  and  then  on  my  right  I  saw,  way  back  on  the  right  side,  a  man, 

because  I  ran  out  and  talked  to  him  also.   He  was  the  one  who  gave  me  the 
handkerchief.  He  was  driving  a  two-seater  car. 

SM:    Oh,  an  oriental  man,  would  you  say? 

ED:  No. 

SM:    What  kind  of  man? 
ED:    A  white  man. 

SM:    He  was  behind  you?   In  the  slow  lane  or  about  even  with  your  car,  or  was 
this  car  ... 

ED:    He  is  in  the  slow  lane,  but  he  is  out  behind  me.   It's  probably  this  car. 
He  was  really  in  the  very  slow  lane  and  there  was  another  pickup,  suppose 
to  be  on  this  side,  I  don't  know  if  it's  this  one  or  this  one.   I  remember 
he  was  in  the  fast  lane.  He  didn't  have  any  damage.   It  didn't  look  like 
his  pickup  was  damaged. 

SM:    The  pickup  was  in  the  fast  lane? 

ED:  Yeah. 

SM:    Did  it  stay  there  after  the  earthquake? 

ED:    Yeah,  it  stayed  there.   I  was  surprised  because  he  said  right  away  ; -opped 
when  it  was  an  earthquake. 

SM:  So,  he  was  behind  you  also. 

ED:  Yeah,  behind  me  and  to  the  left. 

SM:  Where  was  the  big  rig  truck,  was  it  to  your  right  or  your  left? 

ED:  It  was  to  my  left,  right  in  front  of  me. 

SM:  In  the  faster  lane  then. 

ED:  Yeah. 

SM:  So,  we  have  a  big  rig  flat  bed  truck  in  the  fast  lane. 

ED:  Not  in  the  fast  lane. 
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SM:  But  in  the  number  two  lane.  The  lane  here,  to  your  left. 

ED:  Yeah. 

SM:  Then,  a  small  two  seater  car  behind  you. 

ED:  Yeah.   Then,  I  saw  another  pickup  in  the  fast  lane. 

SM:  Then,  a  pickup  behind  you  in  the  fast  lane. 

ED:  Yeah,  those  are  just  the  cars  that  I  remember. 

SM:  Do  you  remember  seeing  a  lot  of  people  in  those  cars? 

ED:    Yes,  and  I  even  talked  to  one  Filipino.   Yeah,  the  people  around  me,  most 
of  them  I  talked  to  them.  There  was  another  Filipino. 

SM:    Where  did  he  come  from? 

ED:    He  was  also  there,  but  he  was  way  in  front,  but  he  was  just  walking  and 
trying  to  maybe  converse  with  other  people.   He  said  he  got  a  chest  pain, 
but  he  didn't  think  it  was  an  earthquake.   He  just  thought  that  the  bridge 
was  ... 

Tape  went  blank  until... 
ED:    ...  he  doesn't  have  any  injury  at  all. 
SM:    What  did  the  pickup  driver  look  like? 

ED:    Oh,  he's  young,  must  be  in  twenties,  maybe  late  twenties,  but  he's  young. 
A  white  man  also.   He  was  the  one  that  told  me  I'm  fine,  I  look  fine  and 
I'm  all  right. 

SM:    He  was  telling  you  that  your  fine? 

ED:  Yeah. 

SM:    Did  you  get  out  of  your  car  right  away  or  did  they  come  help  you  get  out? 

ED:    They  came  to  help,  these  people  who  volunteered  and  they  rescued  me  and 
three  more  women.   We  were  the  first  ones  rescued. 

SM:    Where  did  the  three  women  come  from? 

ED:    I  didn't  see  them  around  the  area  where  I  was,  but  maybe  way  in  front  of 
me,  there  was  an  old  lady,  it's  head  was  bleeding  a  lot.   Her  head,  this 
old  women.  This  was  another  lady.   I  think  her  chest  was  bleeding.  I 
don't  know. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  how  you  hit  your  face?  What  cut  your  face? 
ED:    No,  no. 
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SN:  Was  the  windshield  broken? 

ED:  Yeah,  but  it  was  shattered,  it  ... 

SM:  It  had  cracks  in  it? 

ED:  Yeah,  cracks.  Must  be  the  tea  cup,  because  it  was  shattered. 

SM:  Oh,  the  tea  cup  in  your  car  was  shattered. 

ED:  But  my  head,  it's  not  injured. 

SM:  The  top  of  your  head  is  not  injured? 

ED:  No,  nothing.  So,  I  don't  know,  maybe  just  a  piece  of  glass  from  the  tea 
cup. 

SN:  But  you  said  you  got  a  bloody  nose,  too  and  a  black  eye. 

ED:  Oh  yeah,  because  it  is  near  my  eye,  so  it's  going  to  really  have  a  black 
eye.  This  one,  this  part  of  this  has  a  lot  of  nerves  here,  until  now,  I 
still  feel  something  here.   Even  now. 

SN:   After  it  stopped  then,  you  were  sitting  in  your  car.  Could  you  get  out  of 
your  car?  Were  your  car  doors  jammed  or  anything? 

ED:    No,  I  was  able  to  get  out  of  the  car,  but  the  door  was  still  working. 

SN:    No  problems  getting  your  seatbelt  off  and  getting  out  of  the  car? 

ED:    No,  nothing  like  that. 

SN:   When  you  first  got  on  the  freeway,  when  your  car  moved  from  side  to  side, 
do  you  recall  what  you  did?  Did  you  try  to  steer? 

ED:    No,  I  was  really  holding  onto  the  steering  wheel  because  is  was  already 
swerving  and  before  anything  else  that  I  could  think  of  that  I  should  do, 
it  was  already,  it  happened  very  fast.   I  am  very  sure  that  maybe  if  there 
were  people  who  stopped,  maybe  there  was  very,  very  few.   Nost  of  the 
people  really  went  on.   They  just  couldn't  think  of  anything  while  it  was 
going  on,  it  was  very  fast.  Very  quick. 

SN:    They  wouldn't  voluntarily  stop  their  cars.  They  stopped  when  the 
earthquake  happened. 

ED:  Yes. 

SM:  Did  your  car  stay  in  the  number  three  lane  when  everything  stopped? 

ED:  Yes. 

SM:  Did  you  feel  the  freeway  go  up  and  down? 
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ED:    The  freeway? 

SM:    Yes,  did  you  feel  like  your  car  bounced  up  and  down? 

ED:    Yeah,  it  was  bouncing  really  hard  in  the  car.    Even  then,  at  that  time,  I 
was  bouncing  in  the  car,  I  didn't  think  that  the  bridge  was  collapsing.  I 
was  not  aware  that  it  was  collapsing.    I  didn't  even  think  I  was  on 
bridge.    I  just  really  thought  of  my  children  at  the  time. 

SM:    It  never  felt  like  you  were  falling? 

ED:    No,  and  I  didn't  even  think  that  there  were  some  people  trapped  on  the 
lower  deck.   Not  until  I  heard  a  guy  shout  how  can  we  get  these  people 
out,  the  ones  who  survived.    It  didn't  come  into  my  mind  that  there  were 
people  there.    I  was  thinking  about  my  children. 

SM:    Which  side  of  the  freeway  did  you  get  off  on?  Did  they  take  you  down  off 
on  this  side? 

ED:    No,  here.   Yeah,  on  this  side. 

SM:    Right  around  28th  Street,  they  brought  up  two  containers.   Was  it  on  a 
forklift? 

ED:    Yeah,  a  forklift.   That's  right. 
SM:    Then,  they  lowered  you  down? 

ED:    Yeah.   Because  he  stopped  here.  There  was  people  who  came  here  and  they 
had  some  bandages  and  things  here  and  they  told  us  to  lay  down. 

SM:    Who  took  you  to  Merritt  Hospital? 

ED:    Some  volunteers.   She  is  a  Filipino,  also.   They  gave  me  a  calling  card. 

s  her  son,  he  was  the  one  who  was  driving  the  van.  They 
have  a  van  and  they  even  have  a  telephone  in  the  van.   But,  at  that  time, 
no  phones  were  working.   So,  they  were  really  nice  and  then  after  they 
transported  me  to  the  hospital,  they  wanted  to  come  back  to  the  site  and 
help  some  other  people  to  bring  to  the  hospital.   Because  there  weren't 
any  ambulances.   So,  she  is  really  nice. 

SM:    What  was  her  name? 

ED:    Her  name  was 

SM:    We  are  also  trying  to  identify  people  that  really  helped  other  people.  We 
want  to  acknowledge  those  people. 

ED:    I  think  that  she  should  really  be  commended  because  she  did  a  lot.  They 
were  really  helping  people. 

SM:    About,  say  twelve  hours  before  any  of  this  happened,  did  you  consume  any 
alcohol . 
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ED:   No,  I  don't  drink,  that's  one  thing  I  don't  do.   Even  wine,  I  can't  stand 
it.   I  feel  something  in  my  stomach. 

SM:    Have  you  been  taking  any  kind  of  prescription  medication  of  any  kind,  any 
drugs? 

ED:   No,  no.   I  seldom  take  medication,  even  if  I  have  a  headache.   It  is  very, 
very  seldom.   I  smoke,  but  at  that  time,  I  did  not  smoke.   I  quit  at  that 
time,  so  I  didn't  smoke  the  whole  day  practically,  not  until  I  have  to  go 
home. 

SM:    How  about  vision  restriction?  Do  you  wear  glasses  or  contact  lens? 
ED:  No. 

SM:    So,  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  your  eyesight. 

ED:    No,  I  am  near  sighted,  but  I  can  still  drive  without  glasses. 

SM:   Did  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health? 

ED:    Yes,  before  that? 

SM:    Yes,  before  anything  happened. 

ED:    Yes,  I'm  fine, 

SM:    So,  your  injuries  again,  you  had  five  stitches  there  on  your  forehead  by 
your  right  eye.   You  have  a  black  eye,  swelling  on  your  face,  a  bloody 
nose.  You  have  black  and  blue  on  arms,  elbows,  both  ribs. 

ED:    After  that,  it  came  out  may  be  two  days  after,  right  here,  on  my  stomach, 
my  ankles  are  swollen. 

SM:    On  your  stomach,  do  you  think  that  they  are  may  be  from  your  seatbelt? 
Possibly  a  bruise  or  ... 

ED:    No,  because  I  was  wearing  a  seatbelt,  of  course,  from  the  strong  bouncing 
of  the  car,  may  be  it  hit  the  steering  wheel. 

SM:  Which  ankle  is  sore? 

ED:  Right  here,  but  it's  not  anymore.  This  one. 

SM:  OK,  your  left  ankle. 

ED:  I  got  some  of  those. 

SM:  Those  little  scratches  on  your  left  leg? 

ED:  Yes,  and  here  also,  but  it's  gone. 

SM:  The  scratches  on  the  right  side. 
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ED:    I  still  go  to  the  doctor,  because  after  that  I  would,  I  feel  dizzy  most  of 
the  time  and  I  get  a  lot  of  headaches  and  this  part,  because  also  after 
that  few  days,  my  ear  is  really  painful.   Until  now,  this  part  is  very 
painful . 

SM:    The  right  side  of  your  neck? 

ED:    Yes,  I  went  to  the  doctor  and  he  has  been  examining  me.   He  didn't  want  me 
to  work  in  the  meantime,  because  I  have  to  do  heavy  lifting. 

SM:    So,  you  are  seeing  your  own  personal  doctor  then? 

ED:    Yes,  I  am  going  to  see  him  tomorrow. 

SM:    What  we  would  like  to  do,  we  would  also  like  to  document  the  types  of 
injuries  that  people  received  as  a  result  of  the  earthquake.  Hospitals 
and  doctors  will  not  release  medical  records  unless  you  sign 
authorization. 

ED:    I  was  brought  to  Merritt  first,  so  may  be  they  have  that. 

SM:    We  would  like  to  get  a  copy  of  just  your  treatment  from  the  earthquake,  we 
don't  care  about  the  rest  of  your  medical  history.   Just  those  injuries 
related  to  the  earthquake,  both  from  Merritt  Hospital  and  your  own  doctor 
that  you  are  seeing.    I  am  going  to  go  ahead  and  shut  this  tape  recorder 
off.   I  am  concluding  the  interview  at  this  time.   It  is  1730  hours. 
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D-34,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mengel,  #7207, 

on  November  16,  1989,  at  approximately  1000  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
at  Emeryville.   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:   Investigator  Jim  Mengel ,  CHP 
DO: 

JM:    Would  you  just  state  your  name, 
DO: 

JM:    I  understand,  you  were  driving  the  •  the  day  of 

the  earthquake. 

DO:  That's  correct. 

JM:  The  car  is  registered  to  you? 

DO:  Yes. 

JM:  What  was  the  mechanical  condition  of  the  car  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

DO:  Excellent. 

JM:  Your  insurance  company,  do  you  know  the  name  of  your  insurance  company? 

DO:  Yes,  it's 

JM:  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  agent? 

DO:  Yes,  Its 

JM:  Were  you  wearing  seatbelts  that  day? 

DO:  No. 

JM:  Are  you  required  to  wear  glasses  or  contact  lenses  when  you  drive? 

DO:  Yes,  glasses. 

JM:  Were  you  wearing  glasses? 

DO:  Yes. 

JM:  Was  there  anybody  in  the  car  with  you? 

DO:  No. 

JM:  How  often  would  you  say  you  travel  this  route? 
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DO:  Daily. 

JM:  Daily,  so  frequently. 

DO:  Yes. 

JM:  Which  direction  were  you  travelling? 

DO:  South. 

JM:  Southbound.  How  would  you  describe  the  traffic  that  day,  light,  moderate 
or  heavy? 

DO:  Light. 

JM:  Which  lane  were  you  in? 

DO:  When  it  happened  I  was  in  the  far  right  lane. 

JM:  In  the  far  right  lane.  What  was  your  speed  at  that  time? 

DO:  I  was  approaching  65,  60,  65. 

JM:  As  far  as  a  cross  street,  or  an  identifiable  roadway  feature,  do  you  know 
where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began?  On  the  upper  deck? 

DO;    Well,  we'd  just  straightened  out  into  the  straight  portion  of  the  Cypress. 

JM:    Were  you  coming  from  San  Francisco  or  80? 

DO:    From  80,  here.   Merged  with  the  bridge  traffic  and  you  make  that  kind  of 
sweeping  right-hand  turn  and  head  down  the  Cypress  Structure.  That's 
where  we  were.   Just  after  we  straightened  out. 

JM:    That  would  be  at  the  north  end  of  the  structure,  north  end  of  the 
collapsed  area? 

DO:  Yeah.  I  think  I  ended  up  at  around  28th  Street.  I'm  not  sure  about  that, 
but  I  ended  up,  where  they  store  those  sea  containers  on  the  east  side  of 
the  freeway?   I  was  right  above  those  sea  containers,  that  section. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  on  the  freeway  that  were  near 
you  as  far  as  the  make,  color,  occupants? 

DO:    Yeah,  there  was,  yeah,  I  left  it  right  here. 

JM:    We've  got  the  Marin  Independent  Journal,  dated  October  18,  1989,  and  we're 
looking  at  a  photo  on  the  front  page.  is  pointing  at  his 

Corvette  here.   Could  you  tell  me  anything  about  the  cars  around  you? 

DO:    Yeah.  This  lady  here  had  a  lot  of  superficial  cuts  on  her  face,  a  lot  of 
blood  but  nothing  wrong  with  her.   She  was  a  little  hysterical. 
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JM:    That  looks  like  a  blue  sedan.  Was  she  alone  in  that  car? 

DO:    Yes.  This  truck  driver,  his  truck  caught  fire,  but  he  got  it  out.  This 
guy's  pickup  wasn't  even  damaged.    In  fact  he  backed  it  into  the  center  in 
case  there  was  an  aftershock. 

JM:    You're  pointing  to  a  pickup  in  the  number  one  lane.    It's  probably 

DO:    It's  a  small  Japanese  pickup. 

JM:    Probably,  what,  50  feet  behind  your  car  would  you  say? 
DO:  Yeah. 

JM:    Was  he  alone  in  that  pickup  as  well? 
DO:  Yeah. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you,  ,  that  something  was 

wrong? 

DO:    It  felt  like  my  front  end  was  collapsing  under  me,  the  front  end  of  the 
car. 

JM:    What  did  you  do  then  as  far  as  braking,  steering,  slowing? 

DO:    Just  tried  to  hold  it  steady.   I  resisted  the  temptation  to  try  to  get  on 
the  brakes. 

JM:    You  just  tried  to  hold  the  car  steady? 

DO:  Yeah. 

JM:    Did  you  remain  in  the  same  lane? 

DO:    Yeah,  I  don't,  well,  yeah,  ended  up  in  the  same  lane.   I  don't  have  any 
recollection  of  not  staying  in  the  same  lane. 

JM:    Could  you  tell  me  what  the  other  vehicles  did  around  you? 

DO:    I  saw  that  this  white  cab  truck  get  airborne.   As  soon  as  I  saw  that,  then 
all  I  saw  through  the  windshield  was  pavement. 

JM:    That  was  my  next  question.   What  happened  then?  What  did  your  car  impact 
with? 

DO:    Pavement.    I  got  airborne  and  it  landed,  in  fact  you  can  see,  this  is 

where  I  landed,  skidded,  here's  my  left  front  fender,  and  this  is  where  I 
ended  up. 

JM:    So,  you  were  in  effect,  bouncing.   You  bounced  airborne  more  than  once. 
DO:    Well,  yeah.    I  impacted  twice  before  I  came  to  rest. 
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JM:    The  vehicles  around  you,  where  they  came  to  rest,  I  think  this  photograph 
could  speak  for  itself  then  here.   How  did  you  get  out  of  your  vehicle? 

DO:    Stepped  out. 

JM:    Was  it  through  the  left  front  door? 
DO:  Yeah. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  off  of  the  structure  then? 

DO:   Well,  they  put  a  ladder  up  to  the  section  behind  us  on  the  east  side, 

people  from  the  warehouses  and  stuff  around  there,  and  they  called  up  and 
asked  if  there  was  anybody  hurt  bad  up  on  our  level  and  we  said  no.  There 
was  trouble  with  this  van  down  here.   There  were  a  lot  of  people  mashed  up 
in  that  van,  so  they  put  them  to  work  on  the  van  and  we  just  waited.  We 
didn't  bother  them.   Then,  after  they  pretty  well  got  the  van  taken  care 
of,  they  put  another  ladder  up  from  the  section  behind  us  to  our  section 
so  that  we  could  get  down  to  the  section  behind  us  and  then  from  the 
original  ladder  down  to  the,  to  Cypress  Street. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  who  these  individuals  were  that  assisted  you? 

DO:    They're  just  civilians. 

JM:    Or  where  they  came  from? 

DO:    Just  from  the  businesses  around. 

JM:    That  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  structure? 

DO:  Yes. 

JM:    Were  they  in  work-type  clothes? 
DO:  Yes. 

JM:    Were  you  injured? 

DO:    No,  I  had  an  awful  lot  of  pain  in  my  back.  When  I  impacted,  the  impact  on 
my  lower  back  was  incredible.  There  was  about  a  three  or  four  inch  strip 
across  the  base  of  my  back  that,  it  hurt  so  bad  that  when  I  first  stepped 
out  of  the  car,  that  was  my  main  concern.   Even  with  the  chaos  around  me, 
I  thought,  "my  God,  my  back." 

JM:    Did  you  go  to  the  hospital? 

DO:    The  next  day  I  went  to  emergency.   They  took  a  bunch  of  X-rays  and 
everything  was  fine,  just  muscle  trauma. 

JM:    Which  hospital  did  you  go  to? 

DO:  Providence. 
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JM:    Providence?  You  just  went  yourself?  Took  yourself  to  the  hospital? 
DO:  Yeah. 

JM:    Could  you  tell  me  what  happened  to  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around 
you?   I  think  we  went  over  the  truck  driver. 

DO:    Yeah,  the  truck  driver  was  perfectly  OK. 

JM:    He  got  out  under  his  own  power?  You  saw  that? 

DO:    Yeah.   The  pickup  driver,  he  was  OK.   The  lady  with  the  other  car,  like  I 
said,  she  had  a  lot  of  superficial  bleeding,  but  she  was  OK,  she  was  just 
hysterical  about  her  daughter  that  she  was  going  to  pick  up  and  worried 
about  her. 

JM:    The  lady,  you're  referring  to  the  car  behind  you  to  your,  it  would  be  in 
the  number  three  lane  in  this  photo,  the  blue  car.   Was  she  a  white  woman, 
oriental  or  black? 

DO:  Oriental. 

JM:    Oriental  gal?  About  what  age  would  you  say? 
DO:    Mid-late  thirties. 

JM:    So,  those  were  the  three  that  you  recall  that  got  out  of  the  car  under 
their  own  power? 

DO:  Yeah. 

JM:    You  also  mentioned  about  the  van  that  was  behind  you.   Do  you  recall,  was 
that  the  UCSF  van? 

DO:    I  think  it  was,  yeah. 

JM:    That  was  how  far  behind  you  would  you  say? 

DO:    I  had  just  passed  him.   When  I  merged  with  the  San  Francisco  traffic,  I 
moved  over  to  the  next  to  the  right  hand  lane,  preparing  to  get  off  at  the 
Alameda  off -ramp.   Ten  ...  and  pulled  in  right  behind  the  van.  The  van 
was  only  going  about  50,  55  miles  an  hour  so  I  moved  over  to  the  far  right 
lane,  and  then  moved  on  up  to  about  60  miles  an  hour  and  had  just  passed 
him  when  it  happened. 

JM:    You  said  him,  did  you  ... 

DO:    Oh,  no,  I  don't  know  him,  it 

JM:    You  just  passed  it,  and  you  don't  know  anything  about  the  occupants  of 
that 

DO:    I  saw  two  of  them  taken  out.   One  of  them  appeared  to  be  all  right,  but 
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again  with  a  lot  of  facial  cuts  and  was  carried  down  the  ladder  by  a 
civilian.  Another  woman  was  taken  out  of  the  van  and  appeared  to  be 
awfully  busted  up.   She  screamed  from  breathing,  that's  how  busted  up. 

JM:    Could  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake  as  far 
as  rocking,  swerving,  or  which  direction  it  was? 

DO:   The  vehicle  appeared  to  stay  pretty  steady,  but  it  was  the  roadway  that 
wasn't  steady.   It  initially  had  a  torquing  feel  to  it.   It  felt  like  the 
highway  was  twisting  and  trying  to  break  loose.   In  fact,  it  felt  like  it 
did  break  loose  and  that's  when  I  went  airborne. 

JM:   Would  you  say  the  torquing  was  from  east  to  west  or  north  and  south?  The 
freeway  structure  itself?  Was  it  a  sideways  motion  or  ... 

DO:    Yeah,  it  was  a  twisting,  felt  like  a  twisting  motion  coming  at  me. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  was  failing?  Did 
you  see  any  ... 

DO:  Felt  like  I  was  being  enveloped  in  it. 

JM:  Did  you  see  the  roadway  breaking  up  or  columns  twisting  or  guard  rails? 

DO:  No.   I  just  remember  seeing  a  lot  of  pavement. 

JM:  What  was  the  pavement  doing? 

DOi  I  don't  know. 

JM:  Was  it  buckling  in  front  of  you  or  ... 

DO:  Things  happened  too  fast,  I  think,  to  see  that. 

JM:  Did  you  notice  anything  about  the  freeway  structure  itself  swaying  in  any 
type  of  direction?  ,  • 

DO:    No.    It  really  hit  quick  and  hard. 

JM:    So,  what  would  the  duration  be  in  your  estimation. 

DO:    I'm  sure  that  my  recollection  would  be  totally  inaccurate.    It  seemed  like 
it  lasted  a  long  time. 

JM:    Were  you  in  good  health  prior  to  the,  were  you  taking  any  medication  or 
drugs  or  alcohol  that  day? 

DO:  No. 

JM:    We'll  conclude  the  interview  at  1010  hours.  Thank  you. 
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D-35,  j  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville,  #10290,  on 

November  3,  1989,  at  approximately  0750  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 

.  San  Leandro.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 
EF: 

JM:    Your  date  of  birth  is 
EF:  Um-hum. 

JM:    What  car  were  you  driving? 
EF:    It  was  a  green, 
JM:  Is  that  right? 

EF:  Um-hum. 

JM:    Do  you  know  your  driver's  license  number  off-hand? 
EF:    Yeah.  It's 

JM:    What  do  you  remember  about  the  earthquake? 

EF:    I  remember  driving  along  and  I  lost  control  of  my  car.   It  started 
swerving  left  and  right  and  I  just  thought  I  had  blown  my  tires.  I 
started  slowing  down  and  I  noticed  there  was  a  car  in  front  of  me  swerving 
also.  Then,  I  remember  from  the  movie  "Earthquake"  a  long  time  ago  ...  I 
thought  "hey,  I  think  I  know  what  this  is."   Pretty  much.   As  soon  as  that 
thought  happened,  the  next  thing  I  knew  I  could  see  the  freeway  split  in 
front  of  me.    In  that  one  part  where  the  semi -truck  gets  smashed? 

JM:  Yeah. 

EF:    I  saw  that.   I  was  able  to  see  the  buildings  down  here  to  my  left  and  the 
buildings  down  to  my  right.   I  guess  the  freeway  going  out  from  beneath  me 
didn't  obstruct  my  view.   The  next  thing  I  knew,  I  was  bouncing  around  all 
over  the  place.   Then,  I  had  my  seat belt  on  so  I  was  pretty  much  in  one 
spot,  I  didn't  move  around  that  much.   After  everything  stopped  bouncing 
around,  I  looked  around  and  saw  a  lot  of  dust  up  in  the  air.   You  want  the 
long  story? 

JM:    Sure,  go  ahead. 

EF:    I  saw  the  car  in  front  of  me  pretty  close  so  I  backed  up  my  car 

(inaudible).   My  car  wasn't  working  too  well,  probably  because  I  was 
dragging  it  off  the  ground  pretty  much  and  I  backed  it  up,  turned  off  my 
car,  got  out.   Everybody  else  around  me  was  getting  out  as  well.   So,  I 
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was  sorta  confused  just,  because  I  knew  what  happened,  and  knew  I 
shouldn't  be  alive  pretty  much  after  being  on  the  freeway  after  it  had 
just  collapsed.  So,  I  was  sitting  there  looking  around.  The  car  in  front 
of  me,  I  was  going,  "well,  that's  all  smashed"  and  behind  me  the  structure 
had  fallen  completely  to  the  ground.  The  car  that  was  behind  me  in  my 
rear  view  mirror  was  on  the  ground  and  on  fire.   So,  I  saw  the  guy  next  to 
me.   I  said,  "So,  what  do  we  do  now?"  He  said,  "I  don't  know."  OK. 
Everyone  in  my  area  or  that  level  were  just  getting  out  of  their  cars. 
Everyone's  OK.   Now  we  have  to  get  down.    It  was  an  earthquake.    I  looked 
over  the  edge  and  I  saw  those  trees  down  there  by  the  freeway.   So,  I 
grabbed  a  flashlight  and  my  registration  and  backpack,  closed  my  door. 
Then,  I  threw  everything  to  the  next  level  below  me.  Jumped  down,  and  I 
heard  this  lady  start  screaming,  "Help  me,  help  me."   I  guess  she  hadn't 
been  able  to  get  out  of  her  car  somehow,  but  the  freeway  was  sitting  on 
top  of  her  car  at  the  level  of  the  window  or  smashed  to  the  level  of  the 
roof  I  guess.  To  the  hood  on  the  car  and  she  was  screaming.   She  lost 
it.  She  was  just  screaming  and  wailing.   I  guess  the  trucking  company  (A 
&  J?)  a  trucking  company  that  was  nearby,  they  were  loading  up  these  bins 
on  top  of  each  other.   Lifting  up  with  forklifts.   Each  time  they  would 
move  one  you'd  hear  a  loud  banging  and  she.  would  just  start  screaming 
again.   So,  I  did  my  best  to  reassure  her.   "OK,  we've  got  to  get  down 
from  here  because  if  there  is  another  earthquake  the  whole  thing  is  going 
to  fall  on  top  of  us  and  we're  going  to  die."  So,  I'm  going  to  go  down 
that  tree  right  there.  That's  how  I'm  getting  down.   I'm  not  going  to 
wait  for  somebody  to  get  me  off  this  thing,  so  I  went  to  the  edge,  threw 
off  my  backpack  and  everything  else  that  I  had,  jumped  into  the  tree  and 
climbed  down.   By  that  time,  they  were  already  lifting  up  some  of  the  bins 
for  some  other  people.   So,  that  lady  got  down  OK.   Now,  I  had  to  go  find 
a  phone  so  I  could  get  hold  of  somebody  so  I  could  get  a  ride  home  from 
Oakland,  where  I  am  now  what,  10  miles  from  home  and  it  already  5 
o'clock.   So,  I  didn't  get  home  until  about  7:30.   Someone  from  that 
trucking  company  nearby  gave  me  a  ride  home. 

JM:    Lucky  guy. 

EF:  Yeah. 

JM:    I'll  go  through  this  and  ask  some  questions.   You've  covered  a  lot  already 
but  maybe  you  can  be  a  little  more  specific  on  a  couple  of  things.  There 
is  just  some  routine  questions  in  here  too.   How  often  do  you  travel  that 
section  of  roadway  there? 

EF:  Everyday. 

JM:    Everyday  you  go  up  and  down? 
EF:    Yeah,  twice  a  day. 

JM:    You  were  coming  southbound,  you  were  on  the  top  deck?  How  heavy  was 
traffic? 


EF: 


Real  light. 
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JM:    Compared  to  other  days  it  was  just  real  light? 
EF:  Urn-hum. 

JM:    What  lane  were  you  in  as  you  were  driving  along  before  anything  started  to 
happen? 

EF:    You  have  four  lanes,  right? 
JM:  Right. 

EF:    So,  I  must  have  been  in  number  two  lane  probably. 
JM:    Coming  from  the  left  over,  the  number  two  lane? 
EF:  Yeah. 

JM:    About  how  fast  were  you  going? 

EF:    I  guess  I  was  originally  going  about  60,  65  and  as  soon  as  I  started 
moving,  I  slowed  down. 

JM:    But  before  it  all  started  happening? 

EF:  Yeah. 

JM:    How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle? 
EF:    Just  me. 

JM:  Just  you,  you  were  alone?  Do  you  remember  ...  are  you  familiar  with  the 
area  there,  do  you  remember  a  cross  street  or  some  kind  of  a  landmark  to 
identify  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  started? 

EF:    The  only  landmark  that  I  know  of  is  that  trucking  company.   From  the 
freeway  I  can't  really  see  anything.   I  had  just  gotten  onto  it. 

JM:    Yeah.   Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  Were  on  the  freeway 
near  you.   You  already  mentioned  a  car  ahead  of  you  and  in  back  of  you. 
Do  you  remember  what  they  were? 

EF:    I  remember  a  white  pickup  truck  around  10  o'clock. 

JM:    A  full  size  one? 

EF:    A  mini  truck.  There  was  this  sports  car  around  2  o'clock  at  me.    I  don't 
remember  what  was  in  front  of  me.   I  remember  that  one. 

JM:    A  convertible  type  sports  car  or  just  a  small  ... 

EF:    A  RX-7  or  something  behind  me.   I  forgot  what  it  was. 

^  JM:    A  set  of  headlights,  huh? 
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EF:  Yeah. 

JM:   Then,  when  you  went  down  to  the  bottom  or  the  lower  deck,  what  was  the  car 
that  was  flattened  there?  Do  you  remember  that  one? 

EF:    No.   I  remember  it  was  red.  That's  it. 

JM:   That's  it?  Red  and  flat? 

EF:    Red  and  flat. 

JM:   What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

EF:    My  car  started  swerving. 

JM:    Back  and  forth? 

EF:    Back  and  forth. 

JM:    Side  to  side?  What  did  you  do? 

EF:    I  slowed  down. 

JM:    Slowed  down?  Did  you  change  lanes  at  all  or  did  you  try  to  keep  in  that 
1  ane? 

EF:    I  just  tried  to  keep  in  my  lane.   I  guess  I  would  be  starting  to  move 
over,  because  if  I  did  have  flat  tires  I  wanted  to  get  over  to  the  right 
side. 

JM:   Towards  the  right? 

EF:    Yeah.   I  remember  when  I  got  out  of  it,  I  wound  up  in  the  third  lane  when 
I  got  out  of  my  car.  So,  either  I  drove  that  lane  or  I  bounced  over  to 
it.   I'm  not  quite  sure. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  what  the  other  vehicles  around  you  did?  Were  you  aware  of 
what  they  did  at  the  same  time? 

EF:    No.   I  just  remember  the  vehicle  in  front  of  me  was  doing  the  swerving  and 
that's  when  everything  just  fell  out.   I  lost  sight  of  it. 

JM:    That  was  the  next  question.  What  happened  then?  Your  car  stopped  without 
hitting  anything? 

EF:  Yeah. 

JM:    Where  did  it  come  to  rest?   It  stopped  in  the  number  three  lane  you  said? 
EF:    Urn -hum. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  at  that  point  any  cross  streets  where  you  got  down  or  any 
of  those  features  around  you? 
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EF:    I  don't  remember  the  street  names  at  all .   I  know  what  the  area  looks  like 
...  if  I  were  to  go  there  again. 

JM:    I've  got  an  area  map;  we  will  look  at  that  in  a  second  or  two  to  see  if 
you  can  identify  the  area.    I  think  that  you'll  be  able  to.   When  the 
vehicles  around  you  came  to  rest  ...  once  you  stopped  there  were  the  cars 
that  you  described  ...  was  that  about  where  they  ended  up  stopping  too? 
The  sports  car  and  all  that? 

EF:    The  white  pickup  truck  later  moved  out  of  the  way  because  he  moved  back 
around  7  o'clock  and  in  a  position  . ». 

JM:    Do  you  remember  what  that  guy  looked  like  at  all? 

EF:    Yeah.   Caucasian  with  a  mustache.   Short,  about  5'8M. 


JM:  Older  guy? 
EF:    Around  26. 


JM:  Was  he  alone  in  the  car,  could  you  tell? 

EF:  Yeah,  and  he  had  an  A's  cap  on. 

JM:  He  was  going  home  to  watch  the  game.   You  got  out  of  the  car  by  yourself? 

EF:  Yes. 

JM:  You  didn't  have  any  problem  getting  out?  Were  you  injured  at  all? 

EF:    No.   Not  that  I  was  aware  of.   I  guess,  that  night  and  the  next  few  days  I 
had  a  sore  neck  in  the  back  but  that  went  away  and  I  injured  my  ankle  when 
I  jumped  into  the  tree  coming  down  to  the  ground.   It's  all  right;  I  can 
walk  and  everything. 

JM:    Can  you  tell  us  what  happened  to  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around 

you?  You  already  mentioned  that  the  lady  in  the  one  fiat  car  got  out  down 
below.   Do  you  know  if  those  other  people  all  got  out  OK,  up  along  top 
with  you? 

EF:    Everyone  that  I  could  see  was  getting  out  of  their  cars.  When  I  was  on 
the  ground,  I  did  see  some  people  were  bloody,  'cause  I  guess  their  heads 
got  knocked  around  in  their  cars,  but  the  only  two  that  I  saw  were  two  old 
women  and  there  were  a  couple  of  people  who  had  problems  with  their  backs 
and  they  had  to  be  carried  down. 

JM:    You  already  described  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake  ... 
side  to  side,  swerving  around.   What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that 
the  freeway  structure  itself  was  falling? 

EF:    Just  when  I  noticed  I  could  see  everything... 


JM:    ...  just  opened  up  ahead  of  you? 
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EF:    Yeah  ... 

JM:    I  think  you  said  you  saw  the  roadway  drop  down  so  the  part  that  you  were 
on  dropped  and  the  part  ahead  of  you  stayed? 

EF:    Yeah.   Because  I  could  see  that  it  was  split  level  after  everything  fell. 

JM:    How  close  were  you  to  that  part  that  stayed  up? 

EF:    I  was  a  lot  closer  to  the  part  that  fell  all  the  way  to  the  ground. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  what  the  freeway  looked  like  during  the  earthquake;  which 
way  it  was  swaying  and  which  direction  it  was  going,  or  rolling,  or 
shaking?  Do  you  remember  any  of  that  at  all? 

EF:    No.  'Cause  from  my  point  of  view,  I  would  notice  that  my  car  shakes  ..  My 
car  was  swerving.   I  don't  know  if  I  would  be  able  to  tell  that  the  road 
was  shaking  behind  me. 

JM:    You  didn't  see  it  rolling  or  doing  anything  weird? 

EF:    I  wasn't  really  looking  for  it.   I  guess  people  have  told  me  that  the 
structure  ...  after  the  shaking. 

JM:   We're  still  trying  to  figure  it  out.   I  don't  know  that  it  did  yet  or 
not.  Most  of  the  people  I've  talked  to  ...  a  lot  of  people  up  on  top 
didn't  even  know  that  it  fell,  because  it  had  been  moving  around  so  much 
they  didn't  realize  it.  Do  you  normally  wear  glasses? 

EF:    Contact  lenses. 

JM:    Contact  lenses?  Were  you  wearing  them  when  you  were  driving  that  day? 
EF:  Yeah. 

JM:    Do  you  take  any  medication  or  drugs  or  were  you  at  the  time?  Did  you  have 
anything  to  drink  that  day? 

EF:  No. 

JM:    How  would  you  consider  your  health? 
EF:    Very  good. 

JM:  Did  you  see  anybody  up  there  that  did  anything  maybe  above  and  beyond  ... 
you  didn't  see  any  rescue  operations  other  than  like  the  trucking  company 
helping  out  with  the  bins  getting  people  down? 

EF:    No.   From  what  I  saw,  everyone  was  fine.   Everyone  could  get  around  all 
right. 

JM:    Do  you  want  to  look  at  this  map? 
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EF:  Yeah. 

JM:  This  section  here  ...  actually  right  here  to  here  is  where  it  fell,  and  if 
you  were  coming  south,  you  would  have  been  on  the  top  deck  going  this  way, 
right  here.  This  is  the  section  that  stayed  up.  It  has  the  Chevron  truck 
1n  it.   So,  do  you  know  about  where  you  car  is  up  here? 

EF:    My  car  was  either  ...  might  be  this  one  right  here. 

JM:    I'm  not  sure  how  soon  after  this  was  taken.   I  think  it  was  the  day 
after.   This  would  be  the  white  truck  back  here? 

EF:  Yeah. 

JM:    You  have  both  doors  open  on  your  car  or  did  you  get  a  little  ... 

EF:    They  should  have  been  both  closed.   If  you  look  at  the  car  you  really 

can't  tell  anything  is  wrong  with  it.  Then,  when  you  look  at  it  the  metal 
is  dented  and  my  hoods  not  sitting  on  my  car  any  more.   But  other  than 
that  you  really  can't  tell. 

JM:    Did  this  section  that  you  were  on  ...  did  that  drop  completely  flat  on 
both  sides? 

EF:    Yeah,  everything  just  fell. 

JM:    You  think  this  back  here  is  the  pickup  truck  behind  you? 

EF:   Yeah.   Everyone  was  rescued.  They  went  out  at  this  part.  This  pickup 
truck  was  right  there  so  he  must  have  moved  it  back  out  of  the  way. 

JM:    They  could  have  already  moved  some  off.  This  is  right  at  28th  Street. 
About  how  far  ...  when  you  first  started  feeling  it  weave,  your  car 
weaving,  do  you  remember  about  where  you  were  in  here? 

EF:    Probably  about  in  here,  'cause  I  remember  coming  up  and  around.   Iv :  st 
started  losing  control. 

JM:    You  should  have  stayed  at  work  a  little  bit  longer,  huh?  Do  you  have  any 
questions? 

EF:    No  I  don't  think  so. 

JM:    Well,  I'll  go  ahead  a  shut  the  tape  off  now.    It's  6  minutes  after  8:00. 
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D-36,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

October  31.  1989.  at  approximately  1540  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at 

.  Berkeley.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:   Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
PH: 

Could  you  please  state  your  full  name,  sir? 
Yes.   My  name  is 

Could  you  spell  your  last  name  please? 

Is  your  driver's  license 
That's  correct. 

What  is  your  date  of  birth,  sir? 


PW 
PH 
PW 
PH 
PW 
PH 
PW 
PH 
PW 
PH 
PW 
PH 
PW 
PH 
PW 
PH 


Your  current  address  is  ... 


Your  current  home  phone  number? 


,  in  Berkeley. 


where  were  you  prior  to  the  earthquake? 
Immediately  prior? 

Let's  backtrack  about  five,  ten  minutes. 

Well,  I  had  just  left  my  apartment  and  I  was  on  my  way  to  Hayward  to  meet 
with  a  friend  of  mine.   I  had  left  the  house  about  five  or  ten  till  five. 


PW:    What  freeway  do  you  first  enter? 

PH:    I  got  on  to  880  at  the  Powell  Street -Emeryville  exit,  or  on-ramp  in  this 
case.    I  was  just  through  the  MacArthur  Maze  headed  south. 

PW:    Do  you  travel  this  freeway  often? 

PH:    Not  if  I  can  help  it! 
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PW:   The  direction  that  you  were  travelling  was  what?  Southbound? 
PH:  South. 

PW:    You  were  going  to  where  again? 
PH:    I  was  going  to  Hayward. 

PW:   At  that  point,  when  you  entered  the  freeway,  how  was  traffic?  Was  it 
heavy,  light? 

PH:    It  was  rather  light  as  I  recall. 

PW:   Do  you  recall  any  vehicles  that  were  around  your  area  when  you  got  onto 
880? 

PH:    Oh,  I  remember  very  well  the  vehicles  that  were  with  me  on  the  Cypress 

Structure,  but  I  don't  remember  any,  anyone  that  would  have  gotten  on  with 
me  at  Powell  Street. 

PW:    What  lane  were  you  in  once  you  got  onto  880? 

PH:    Well,  immediately  I  was  in  the  center  lane.  As  I  got  onto  the  Cypress 
Street,  I  moved  over  to  the  fast  lane  to  get  around  some  slower  traffic. 
But  I  normally  travel  in  the  center  lane. 

PW:    Any  idea  how  fast  you  were  travelling  in  relationship  to  the  other  . 
vehicles? 

PH:    I  was  going  with  the  flow  of  traffic;  probably  around  60  to  ...  that  kind 
of  speed. 

PW:    Were  there  any  passengers  in  your  vehicle? 
PH:    No,  it  was  just  me. 

PW:    Where  were  you  approximately  when  the  earthquake  struck? 
PH:    Gosh,  that's  ... 

PW:    Do  you  recall  the  nearest  cross  street  or  landmark? 

PH:    Well,  a  landmark  would  be  ...  there's  a  long  or  a  sweeping,  I  believe,  a 
left  hand  turn  out  of  the  Haze  up  on  the  top  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  I 
had  just  cleared  that  turn  so,  I'd  say  probably  around  32nd  Street.  But 
that's  just  a  guess. 

PW:    What  were  the  vehicles  around  your  general  area,  or  those  near  you? 

PH:    I  was  in  the  far  left  lane.   In  the  far  right  lane,  almost  directly 
opposite  me  on  the  right,  was  a  blue  Corve.tte.   Then  ... 

PW:    Do  you  recall ,  was  there  one  or  two  persons  in  the  car? 
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PH:    One  person  in  that  car. 
PW:  Male? 

PH:    Yes.  Then,  there  was  a  ...  it  was  either  a  Honda  or  a  Toyota,  I  believe, 
a  small  Japanese  economy  car,  in  one  of  the  two  center  lanes  just  slightly 
behind  me. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  what  color  it  might  be? 

PH:    Oh,  gosh  ...   blue  or  gold?  But  again,  that's  just  a  guess.    I  just  ... 
that  car  is  kind  of  peripheral.  Then,  in  front  of  us,  about  100  feet,  200 
feet  maybe,  there  was  a  flatbed  truck,  unloaded,  and  there  was  a  red 
Toyota  Celica,  I  believe,  following  that. 

PW:    Right  behind  it? 

PH:    Right  behind  it. 

PW:    Do  you  know  how  many  people  were  in  the  Toyota  Celica? 

PH:    I  believe  there  was  one.   I  don't  know  how  many  were  in  the  small  Japanese 
economy  car,  the  Honda  or  the  Toyota.   But  I  do  think  there  was  just  the 
driver  in  the  truck  as  I  recall  it. 

PW:    Any  other  vehicles  in  front  besides  the  flatbed  and  the  Celica? 

PH:    There  were  several  others  up  ahead,  but  they  were  far  enough  ahead  that  I 
really  didn't  notice  anything  about  them.   Once  the  structure  fell,  we 
were  Isolated  from  them  by  the  collapsed  structure.  The  only  ones  we  were 
able  to  get  to  in  front  of  us  were  the  truck  and  the  Celica. 

PW:    How  far  ahead  was  the  Celica  and  the  truck  from  your  location? 

PH:    I  would  say  ...  like  I  said,  a  guess  of  100,  200  feet. 

PW:    The  Corvette  was  directly  across  from  you? 

PH:    More  or  less.   He  was  a  little  bit  ahead  of  me,  but  directly  across  and  in 
the  far  right  hand  lane. 

PW:    What  was  your  first  indication  that  something  was  not  right  or  you  felt 
something  was  wrong? 

PH:    Well,  the  first  thing  I  felt  was  ...  it  was  kind  of  like  a  strong  shove  to 
the  side  and  a  lift.   I  felt  the  truck  get  light. 

PW:    To  the  left  or  right? 

PH:    To  the  left,  initially.   But  of  course,  it  went  back  to  the  right  after  a 
second  but  the  initial  rush,  as  I  recall,  was  to  the  left.   My  first 
impression  was  that  of  an  extremely  strong  gust  of  wind.  The  reason  I  say 
that  is  the  first  thing  I  noticed  was  that  there  were  jets  of  what 
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appeared  to  be  dirt  or  dust  blowing  across  the  freeway,  first  in  one 
direction.  Almost  immediately  after  it  happened,  I  realized  that  that 
wasn't  what  it  was  because  I  got  another  push  in  the  opposite  direction 
and  the  dirt  flew  across  the  freeway  in  the  other  ...  I  began  to  realize 
what  it  was.   It  was  the  cement  of  the  side  posts  at  the  side  of  the 
freeway  crumbling,  grinding  together  and  literally  throwing  the  dirt 
across  the  freeway  in  each  direction.  After  the  first  jolt  ...  sometimes 
when  I  play  it  back  in  my  mind,  I  get  two  more  pulses.   Sometimes  I  get 
three.   But  I  do  know  that  my  truck  then  became  airborne  on  the  next 
throw,  and  I  could  see  all  of  the  vehicles  in,  just  like  in  a  dance.  We 
all  left  our  wheels  and  were  flying  for  a  second  or  so.   Everyone  crashes 
to  the  ground,  and  then  up  again. 

PW:   What  do  you  mean  by  grinding  of  the  side  of  the  freeway?  Is  that  the 
initial  observation,  or  ... 

PH:   Well,  just  the  dirt  was  the  initial  observation.  This  massive  cloud  of 
dust  and  dirt  began  to  rise  over  the  structure  almost  immediately.   Like  I 
said,  the  first  thing  I  thought  was  wind.   But  then  I  realized  that  there 
shouldn't  be  this  quantity  of  dirt  up  there  for  it  to  be  blowing  around, 
and  so  it  had  to  be  coming  ...  that's  when  I  started  looking  and,  of 
course,  you  could  see  at  that  point  ...  by  this  time,  the  whole  freeway, 
you  could  see  ...  I  guess  the  Cypress  Structure  was  made  of  plates  that 
were  put  on  the  freeway  because  you  could  see  them  tilting  and  flopping. 

PW:    That  was  in  front  of  you? 

PH:   That  was  in  front  of  me. 

PW:    You  were  in  your 

PH:  Yes. 

PW:    What  was  your  immediate  response  to  that? 
PH:    Oh,  immediately? 
PW:    Did  you  brake? 

PH:    Well,  not  immediately.   Well,  I  took  my  foot  off  the  gas.   As  I  was  flying 
through  the  air,  brakes  would  have  done  me  no  good.   I  mean,  I  knew  that. 
But  what  I  did  try  to  do  is  I  did  try  to  hold  the  steering  wheel  straight, 
hoping  that  when  I  came  to  rest  that  the  freeway  would  still  be  there. 
But  I  didn't  try  to  correct  for  the  flapping  around.   I  basically  held  it 
straight  and  got  off  the  gas. 

PW:  At  that  point,  did  you  realize  that  it  was  an  earthquake? 

PH:  Oh  yes,  absolutely!   At  this  point,  there  was  no  question! 

PW:  Do  you  recall  what  the  other  vehicles  did? 

PH:  You  mean  as  far  as  stopping,  or  ... 
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PW:    Yeah.  The  vehicles  in  front  of  you,  the  truck  and  Celica? 
PH:    Well,  I  can  describe  what  happened. 
PW:    Yeah,  go  ahead. 

PH:    We  ...  well  again,  we  were  flying  in  unison  and  the  second  time  that  we 
were  airborne,  the  18-wheeler  jackknifed.   It  turned,  the  cab  and  the  bed 
turned  at  angles  to  one  another  and  when  the  second  little  flight  ended, 
the  truck  hit  and  began  grinding  the  cab  into  the  pavement.  The  whole 
front  of  it  buckled  and  turned  under.  The  Celica  hit  the  brakes  and  then 
hit  the  truck.   By  this  time,  there  was  ...  as  soon  as  the  shaking 
stopped,  you  could  see  the  parts  of  the  freeway  fall. 

PW:    In  front  of  you? 

PH:    In  front  of  us  and  behind  too.   Because  I  glanced  very  briefly  behind  me, 
which  ... 

PW:    Which  came  down  first,  the  front  part  or  the  back  part? 

PH:    Well,  I  was  looking  at  first  to  the  front,  so  I  can  ...  as  to  which  one 
fell  first,  I  can't  say.   I  was  aware  of  what  was  in  front  of  me  happening 
first.  The  first  thing  I  noticed  was  quite  a  ways  in  front  of  me,  a 
section  of  the  freeway  had  fallen  and  you  could  see  the  structure 
underneath  the  road  bed,  the  columns,  the  braces  and  rebar.   This  . was 
clearly  visible  at  this  point.   Immediately  ahead  of  me  and  my  biggest 
obstacle  at  this  point,  was  a  buckle  in  the  freeway.   It  was  probably 
about  four,  four  and  a  half  feet  tall  and  at  about  an  80  degree  angle 
where  the  roadway  had  buckled  and  come  back  up.   So,  then  as  soon  as  the 
shaking  stopped,  the  first  thing  I  realized  was  that  I  got  roadway  under 
me  again.   So,  then  I  jumped  on  the  brakes  as  hard  as  I  could  to  maintain 
control  of  the  truck,  and  managed  to  stop  about  six  inches  before  this  big 
buckle.   The  Corvette  wasn't  as  lucky.   He  hit  the  buckle  and  totalled  out 
the  car  apparently.   I  mean,  I  would  have  totalled  it. 

PW:    What  happened  right  after  he  hit  the  buckling?  Did  he  go  down,  or  ... 

PH:    No.   He  just  stayed  there.  The  Toyota  wasn't  quite  so  lucky.   It  caught 
the  buckle  just  as  it  was  coming  up,  as  I  recall,  and  it  was  flipped  into 
the  air  for  a  little  bit.  The  truck,  of  course,  by  this  time  was  slowing 
down. 

PW:    Was  it  already  jackknifed? 

PH:    It  had  jackknifed  and  was  grinding  to  a  halt.   The  Celica  hit  hard  and 

then  bounded  into  the  wreck  of  the  truck.   The  Datsun  behind  me  apparently 
stopped  with  even  more  clearance  than  I  did.  As  soon  as  I  felt  the 
shaking  stop  ...  of  course,  everything  by  this  time  is  obscured  in  an 
enormous  dust  cloud  and  I  could  feel  the  freeway  subsiding  under  the 
truck.   It  ...  we  were  falling.   I  was  braking  at  this  point  because  I  was 
back  on  the  pavement. 
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PW:   You  felt  the  ground  falling? 

PH:   Well,  the  ground  and  my  truck  with  it  at  this  point,  because  I  was  back  on 
the  pavement.   But  yes,  you  could  distinctly  feel  it  going  down.  You 
could  feel  it  falling. 

PW:    It  didn't  collapse  where  you  were,  did  it? 

PH:    It  subsided,  but  it  was  ...  I  mean,  the  roadway  was  cracked  in  many 
places,  but  it  wasn't  destroyed  to  the  point  where  I  was  ... 

PW:    How  far  could  you  see  the  buckling  on  the  freeway  in  front? 

PH:    Well,  you  could  see  it.   Oh,  my  goodness.   You  could  see  the  wreck  of  it 
for  a  mile  or  so.   I  mean,  it  was  a  long  ... 

PW:    It  was  quite  that  obvious  though? 

PH:    Oh  yeah!   It  was  ...  I  mean,  during  the  quake,  I  could  see  the  side,  the 
road  bed  moving  side  to  side  by  ...  my  first  impression  was  about  eight 
feet,  about  the  width  of  a  lane,  just  going  back  and  forth.  All  the 
while,  the  plates  that  held  the  roadway  were  rocking  this  way,  so  you 
could  see  their  ends  popping  up  at  that  point,  going  sideways  and  popping 
up  and  down.   But  like  I  said,  as  far  as  you  can  see  from  that  point  down 
into  downtown  Oakland,  you  could  see  that  the  freeway  had  buckled  and 
fallen  in  many  places. 

PW:    Must  have  been  quite  a  few,  yeah. 

PH:    It  was  one  I  wouldn't  care  to  experience  again. 

PW:  In  relationship  to  your  car,  where  did  the  other  vehicles  come  to  a  stop? 
PH:    Which  other  vehicles? 

PW:   The  tr uck-tr actor ,  the  Celica  and  the  Corvette. 

PH:    Again,  about  ...  I'd  say  about  ...  the  distance  had  closed  a  little  bit,  I 
suppose,  by  then  so  instead  of  100  feet,  it  was  maybe  75  feet  I'd  say.  It 
was  on  the  other  side  of  the  buckle  ...  well,  the  buckle  that  I  stopped  in 
front  of.  Then,  there  was  another  section  of  freeway  that  was  still  up, 
but  was  fragmented  a  good  deal  more  seriously  than  the  part  of  the  freeway 
that  I  was  on.   That's  where  the  truck  and  the  Celica  were.   Behind  me 
there  was  another  ...  I  believe  it  was  a  white  truck,  an  18-wheeler  with  a 
cab  that  had  jackknifed  and  had  gone  partway  over  the  edge  through  the 
side  retaining  wall.  That  was  a  fairly  serious  accident.  There  were 
three  or  four  cars  that  had  piled  into  that.   At  this  point,  you  also  were 
beginning  to  see  at  least  three  or  four  sections  where  there  were  fires 
going  on  under,  in  the  area  between  the  two  sections  of  the  freeway. 

PW:   That  was  immediately  upon  stopping? 

PH:    What's  that?  Yeah.   It  was  ...  well,  I  can't  say  immediately.   I  mean 
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immediately  after  everything  stopped,  everyone  who  was  on  that  section;  it 
was  ...  we  just  kind  of  sat  there  for  a  second.   I  mean,  I  was  sitting 
there  because  I  was  trying  to  feel  to  see  whether  the  structure  was  stable 
or  whether  we  were  going  to  get  another  aftershock  or  whether  we  were 
going  to  start  sliding,  because  I  don't  know  ...  I  don't  know  what  the 
right  thing  would  have  been  to  do,  to  stay  or  jump  out.   I  was  going  to 
face  that  when  it  happened.   After  a  few  minutes,  it  became  apparent  that 
at  least  it  wasn't  going  to  continue  it's  initial  slide,  so  we  all  got  out 
and  checked  the  other  vehicles  for  injuries  and  ... 

PW:    Was  anyone  around  you  hurt  pretty  bad? 

PH:    No  one.   Actually,  the  people  in  our  section  were  pretty  lucky.  The  guy 
in  the  Corvette  was  just  like  I  was.   He  was  apparently  wearing  his 
seatbelt  and  wasn't  injured.    I  don't  even  recall  who  was  driving  the 
Datsun  or  the  small  sedan  ...  I  don't  even  remember  what  happened  to  that 
driver.   But  I  know  that  the  driver  of  the  Celica  was  apparently  not 
wearing  her  seatbelt,  and  her  face  hit  the  windshield  pretty  hard  and  she 
had  some  cuts  on  her  face.  The  truck  driver  ...  I  went  up  there.  I 
climbed  over  the  buckle  and  went  up  to  the  cab  of  the  truck  and  I  was 
expecting  to  find  a  body,  a  dead  person,  up  there.   But  he  was  up  and 
around.   He  was  complaining  of  back  pain,  but  otherwise  he  didn't  appear 
to  be  injured.   He  . ..  Like  I  say,  he  just  ...  which  to  me,  that  was 
incredible!   After  what  happened  to  that  truck,  I  expected  just  to  see  a 
red  smear. 

PW:    You  weren't  hurt  then? 

PH:    No.  I  just  needed  to  change  my  shorts,  but  other  than  that  ... 

PW:    Did  all  the  other  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around  you  get  out  by 
themselves? 

PH:  Yes. 

PW:    Were  you  aware  that  anybody  was  trapped  or  missing  around  where  you  were? 

PH:    Oh,  not  through  any  ...  I  know  the  traffic  patterns  for  that  part  of  the 
freeway  at  that  time  of  the  evening,  so  there  was  no  question  that  that 
was  the  case.   But  I  never  heard  any  calls  for  help  or  any  other  evidence 
other  than,  of  course,  there  were  the  fires  going  on.   Concrete  doesn't 
burn,  so  that  had  to  be  vehicles  under  there. 

PW:    The  motion  you  described,  what  was  it?  Rolling  or  like  a  wave-type 
motion,  or  can  you  describe  it  a  little  more? 

PH:    It  was  ...  there  was  a  vertical  component  to  it.   But  I  remember  it 
primarily  being  side  to  side  shaking. 

PW:    It  was  side  to  side? 

PH:    Right  ...   predominantly.    I  mean,  there  was,  like  I  said  ...  there  was  a 
rolling  motion  to  it  because  the  truck  got  light  enough  on  its  suspension 
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to  fly,  so  there  was  a  vertical  motion  to  it,  but  my  dominant  impression 
is  of  a  snakelike  motion. 

PW:    How  many  times  back  and  forth  did  you  feel  the  motion? 

PH:    Well,  like  I  said,  sometimes  when  I  play  it  back,  I  remember  three  shakes 
and  sometimes  I  remember  four.   I  know  there  was  an  initial  lurch  to  the 
left  and  then,  it  just  seemed  like  almost  a  heartbeat  amount  of  time  and 
then  either  two  or  three  other  similar  ...  the  second  one  was  the  biggest 
one  as  I  recall.  Then,  there  was  the  first  one  that  was  kind  of  big  and 
then  the  second  one  was  enormous! 

PW:   Was  that  when  you  started  seeing  the  buckling  or  ... 

PH:   Yeah.  See,  the  very  first  time  I  was  glancing,  I  guess,  down  at  the  radio 
so  I  didn't  see  the  effects  of  the  very  first  one.   I  felt  it. 

PW:    When  did  you  see  the  dust? 

PH:    At  about  the  time  the  second  one  started.  . 

PW:    The  buckling  of  the  freeway  came  from  what,  maybe  the  second  or  the  third? 

PH:    Well,  the  second,  third  ...  all  of  the  ones  after  that.   I  saw  the 

buckling  and  the  flopping  around  and  my  dominant  impression  was  that  it 
was  almost  like  a  snake,  that  the  roadway  looked  like  a  snake. 

PW:    Was  that  up  and  down? 

PH:    Well,  there  was  an  up  and  down  component  to  it.   Because  the  ... 
PW:    But  not  as  much  as  the  ... 

PH:    But  predominantly,  I  remember  side  to  side  motion.   Like  I  said,  the 

vertical  motion  I  was  aware  of  most  acutely,  after  the  shaking  stopped,  of 
course,  and  everything  was  on  its  way  down. 

PW:    At  what  point,  did  you.  realize  the  freeway  was  on  the  verge  of  collapsing? 

PH:    From  the  second.   I  mean,  I  didn't  feel  the  collapse  until  after  the 

shaking  ...  well,  when  the  shaking  stopped.  But  you  could  see  immediately 
that  there  was  going  to  be  big  trouble  because  concrete  structures  don't 
move  side  to  side  with  any  amount  of  grace. 

PW:    No,  it  doesn't! 

PH:    So,  I  knew  immediately  that  it  was  going  to  fall.  The  only  question  was, 
where  would  I  be  when  it  went.   But  to  actually  say  when  did  I  become 
aware  of  it  falling;  it  was  after  the  last,  or  immediately  upon,  the  last 
shake.  As  soon  as  the  effects  of  the  last  shake  died  away,  everything 
went  down. 

PW:    Did  the  span  in  front  of  you  collapse  on  the  downward  motion? 
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PH:    Yes.  Well,  it  wasn't  ...  it  wasn't  consistent.   Immediately  in  front  of 
me,  like  I  said,  there  was  a  raised  ...  it  was  raised  in  relation  to  my 
part  of  the  road.   There  was  a  buckle  that  was  like  a  very  steep  ramp  and 
then  the  next  section  was  more  or  less  flat,  but  broken  in  many  different 
directions.   Part  of  it  was  leaning  one  way,  part  of  it  was  leaning  the 
other  way.   The  section  that  I  was  on  resembled  ...  imagine  the  letter  "A" 
if  you  squash  down  on  the  center,  and  so  there  was  a  high  point  and  then 
two  very  slight  ramps  going  down  and  where  the  Corvette  was  was  leaning 
down  a  little  bit  to  the  right.   So,  it  wasn't  level  at  this  point. 
Immediately  behind  the  section  where  my  truck  was,  the  freeway  had  fallen 
very  similar  to  the  section  on  the  Bay  Bridge  that  fell  where  you've  got 
like  a  hinge  on  the  top  and  then  it  fell  down  to  the  bottom.   It  did  that, 
and  so  ... 

PW:    You  mean  south,  in  a  southerly  direction? 

PH:    No,  northerly  in  relation  to  me;  where  I  had  just  come.   All  right?  It 
was  like  it  was  a  big  down  ramp  now  onto  the  bottom  deck.    It  had  fallen 
both  down  and  to  the  side  so  that  there  were  several  cars  behind  me 
apparently  that  had  been  funneled  into  a  large  wreck  immediately  ...  well, 
down  and  to  the  right.  . 

PW:    This  was  right  after  the  second  jolt? 

PH:    Well,  I  don't  know  when  that  part  fell  because  I  was  looking  forward  at 
this  time.   But  I  know  that,  like  I  said,  and  continuing  my  description  of 
what  was  up  front  ...  there  was  this  next  section  of  roadway  to  the.  south 
of  me,  or  close  in  the  direction  I  was  going,  that  was  higher  than  our 
section  by  a  few  feet  but  was  much  more  fragmented.   It  was  much  more 
broken  up.   Then,  somewhat  beyond  that,  the  next  section  had  fallen 
completely  and  that  was  what  I  described  as  being  able  to  see  the  ...  like 
a  cut  through,  like  a  cut  away  drawing  of  the  inside  of  the  freeway. 
Because  it  had  probably  been  another  failure  similar  to  the  one  behind  . 
mine,  but  I  don't  know  what  happened  to  the  roadway,  whether  it  fell  flat 
or  whether  it  fell  ... 

PW:    You're  referring  to  the  one  behind  you? 

PH:    No.   This  ...  now  I'm  talking  about  the  one  in  front  of  me.    It  would  have 
looked  very  similar,  I  suspect,  to  the  person  who  had  been  following  me, 
hadn't  gone  down. 

PW:    Can  you  see  the  side  support  structures  in  front  at  all,  or  was  it  ... 

PH:    Not  after  I  stopped.   Now  while  the  shaking  was  going  on,  at  one  point  I 
didn't  know  whether,  I  mean,  the  side  to  side  motion  was  so  severe  that  I 
did  not  know  whether  I  was  going  to  hit  the  side  ...  if  I  kept  going 
straight,  I  didn't  know  whether  I'd  stay  in  the  lane  or  whether  I'd  end  up 
hitting  the  side  of  the  thing  which  was  literally  coming  over  here  in 
front  of  me.   The  side  railing  at  one  point  was  literally  in  front  of  me. 
So,  at  that  point,  yes,  I  could  see  the  side  supports  had  separated  at  a 
couple  of  places  on  the  way  down.   But  after  it  stopped,  no  ...  I  couldn't 
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see  the  side  supports  from  where  I  was.  We  had  to  get  out  of  the  car  and 
look. 

PW:    Anything  else  you'd  like  to  add  that  I  didn't  ask  regarding  the 
aftershock,  the  aftershake  motion? 

PH:    Well,  only  that  I  really  ...  I  owe  a  lot  to  the  people  who  came  out  from 
the  local  businesses. 

PW:    Is  that  who  brought  you  down? 

PH:   Yeah.  Well,  but  at  that  time,  it  was  probably  ...  I  didn't  look  at  my 
watch.   It  was  probably  about  a  half  an  hour  we  were  up  there.   It  was 
quite  clear  that  the  most  serious  injuries  were  on  the  lower  deck  so  none 
of  us  up  there  really  complained  very  much  that  we  weren't  getting 
attention.   I  mean,  we  were  all  alive  and  relatively  well,  so  we  kind  of 
counted  our  blessings.   But  the  people  from  the  businesses  along  the  route 
were  there  within  seconds.   There  was  a  police  officer,  as  I  recall,  five 
minutes  after  the  shock.  We  were  all  out  looking  at  the  structure,  the 
side  of  it,  and  he  came  up  and  he  yelled  up  and  asked  if  anybody  was 
injured  on  the  top.   We  said  a  couple  of  minor  injuries  and  then  he  got  on 
the  radio  and  took  off ,  presumably  to  go  further  down  the  structure.  The 
next  people  we  saw,  other  than  the  people  who  were  from  the  businesses 
along  the  route,  they  were  there  immediately  and  they  started  doing  what 
they  could.  Again,  I  guess,  about  15  minutes  after,  we  got  the  fire 
engines  and  the  police.  That's  really  ...  that's  all  I  can  think  of  at 
this  point. 

PW:   Did  you  need  glasses  to  drive  at  that  point?  Do  you  have  any  problems 
with  your  vision? 

PH:    Well,  I  mean,  I'm  corrected  to  20-20.   I  was  wearing  them  at  the  time.  I 
had  a  hard  time  believing  what  my  eyes  were  telling  me  at  a  couple  of 
points,  but  ... 

PW:    How  was  your  overall  health  at  that  time? 

PH:  Good. 

PW:    You  didn't  take  any  medication  or  any  type  of  drugs  prior  to  driving? 
PH:    No.   I  went  home  and  had  a  good,  stiff  drink  afterwards,  but  ... 
PW:    You've  really  helped  us  a  lot  as  far  as  your  input  and  I  appreciate  that. 
PH:    It's  not  something  I'm  likely  to  forget  very  soon. 

PW:    No,  it's  something  a  lot  of  people  are  going  to  remember  for  a  long,  long 
time.   I'm  going  to  conclude  this  interview  at  approximately  1608  hours. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

PH:    You're  welcome. 
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D-37,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  #9945,  on 

February  7,  1990,  at  1104  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Alameda.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

RL:  Investigator  Rick  Linson,  CHP 

JJ: 

MJ: 

RL:    Could  you  state  your  name  for  the  tape,  please? 

JJ:    This  is  and  I  drive  the 

(  .1  nave  usually 

about  eight  to  twelve  people  in  the  car.   When  I  get  off  the  bridge,  I'm 
always  on  the  far  right  lane,  when  I  get  on  the  Cypress  area.    I  never  go 
more  than  55  miles  an  hour  in  that  van.    I  was  probably  going  anywhere  ... 
I  have  no  memory  of  the  particular  day.   I  don't  remember  leaving;  I  don't 
remember  what  was  said;  I  just  know  statistically  that  I  must  have  been 
going  around  50  miles  an  hour,  and  I  must  have  been  in  that  lane  'cause 
99%  of  the  time  that's  the  way  I  drive  in  that  particular  part  of  the 
highway.   I  have  no  memory  of  the  collision.   I  have  no  memory  of  being 
taken  out  of  the  van.   I  have  no  memory  of  any  talking  in  the  van.   I  have 
no  memory  of  days  before  that  at  all.   I  don't  remember  what  I  did  at 
work.   I  am,  actually,  pretty  much,  getting  back  memory  of  maybe  the  month 
before  but  it  was  actually  the  previous  summer.  That's  about  all  I  have 
to  say.   I  have  no  experience  of  the  collision  at  all.   I  just  know  the 
way  I  drive  that  van  as  to  statistically  what  must  have  been  happening. 
Where  I  was  going,  how  fast,  and  I  was  in  that  lane.  That's  about  it. 

RL:    What  date  or  day  do  you  recall  that  you  regained  consciousness? 

JJ:    Well,  my  birthday  is  1  about  30  people  showed  up  at  the 

hospital  and  I  couldn't  figure  out  what  they  were  doing.   So,  I  remember 
that  date.    I  remember  a  little  of  that  day.   So,  I  was  conscious,  but  I 
was  still  in  and  out.   Actually,  I  would  say  a  week  after  that,  my  sister 
actually  can  remember  that  she  was  no  longer  worried  about  me,  'cause 
evidently  I  even  got,  up  with  broken  legs,  out  of  my  bed  with  no  casts  oh 
my  legs  right  after  I  was  operated  on.   I  didn't  know  that  I  was  hurting, 
and  the  nurses  nearly  died,  put  me  back  into  bed.   So,  I  really,  it  was 
like  dreaming  until  about  the  beginning  of  November,  but  my  birthday  is 
the  30th  and  I  know  I  was  in  and  out. 


RL:    This  will  be  the  conclusion  of  the  interview  and  its  1108. 
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P-37A,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  6,  1989,  at  approximately  1540  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  Laurel  GrOve  Hospital.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:   Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
CS: 

SM:    Basically,  just  go  ahead  and  lead  me  through  the  events  from  about,  you 
worked  at  UC  San  Francisco. 

CS:  id  there  were  about  8  people  on  the  van  that  day. 

We  took  ...  we  usually  have  an  option  to  go  through  the  downtown  area  and 
get  on  the  last  ...  I  think  it's  First  Street,  the  last  on-ramp  onto  the 
Bay  Bridge.   Because  of  the  World  Series,  we  decided  to  go  downtown 
instead  of  staying  up  on  the  Fell  Street  or  Grove.   We  drove  across  the 
Bay  Bridge,  which  was  pretty  uneventful.  Then,  we  made  the  right  turn 
towards  onto  880  towards  Alameda.   We  weren't  ...  it  didn't  seem  like  we 
were  going  very  far,  when  all  of  a  sudden  I  was  ...  Judy  was  ...  Judy 
Jester  was  driving,  I  was  in  the  front  right  passenger  seat.   I  noticed 
the  car,  the  van,  shifted  to  the  left.   I  remember  Judy  and  I  ...  I  don't 
know  if  we  said  it,  I  know  one  of  us  said,  "Oh  my  God,  it  felt  like  a 
blowout."  The  next  thing  I  know  we  lost  contact  it  felt  like  ...  with  the 
road.  The  van  landed  up  towards  the  right.    It  bounced  and  hit  towards 
the  right.   At  that  point,  I  remember  closing  my  eyes  and  putting  my  hands 
over  my  head.  Then,  we  just  ...  the  next  thing  I  remember  is  just  this 
crash.  Throughout  this,  I  remember  hearing  things  like  sonic  booms.  Just 
these,  just  like  sonic  booms.   At  that  point,  the  next  thing  I  remember 
was  waking  up  or  opening  my  eyes  and  the  glass  was  completely  gone  from 
the  windshield  and  also  from  the  right  passenger  window,  I  knew  that.  In 
front  of  me  was  this  dark  area  with  hanging  bits  of  concrete  and  asbestos 
and  rebar  and  whatever.   On  my  left  I  remember  there  was  ...  and  I 
remember  looking  up  and  seeing  that  the  road  was  up.   I  mean  it,  w*  up 
about  like  20  feet  it  seemed.   So,  I  didn't  know  what  happened,  wrrt  *  er 
that  had  split  up  or  if  we  had  gone  down.   I  remember  calling  out  to  see 
if  anybody  else  was  alive.  There  was  just,  there  was  somebody  moaning  in 
the  van.   In  the  meantime,  someone  came  over  the  side  of  ...  it  was  on  the 
right  side  of  the  vehicle.  They  had  climbed  up  onto  this  freeway  where  we 
were.   I  mean,  I  don't  know  how  much  of  this  you  want  but  that  was  when 
the  people  ... 

SM:    No,  all,  all  of  it,  go  ahead. 

CS:    ...  started  getting.   So,  he  came  in,  because  I  was  yelling  that  yes  we 
were  alive  and  there  was  somebody  there,  and  this  man  came  up  and  you 
could  tell  he  was  a  civilian  type  meaning  non-medical ly  trained.   He  was 
obviously  shocked  at  what,  what  had  happened.   I  remember  asking  him  was 
1t  an  explosion,  because  we  were  in  a  down,  section  of  Oakland  where  there 
1s  some  industry.   "Was  it  an  explosion  or  was  it  an  earthquake,"  and  he 
said,  "no  it  was  an  earthquake".  He  stayed  with  me  for  a  while,  and  I  was 
starting  to  see  smoke  coming  from  the  engine  and  there  was  a  lot  of  smoke 
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in  the  air,  and  he  said  that  there  was  a  fire  going  on  close  to  where,  we 
were.   But  I  remember  being  pinned  under  the  car.   I  knew  I  had  survived 
and  I  knew  I  was,  at  least  I  knew  I  had  lived  through  whatever  had 
happened.   So,  I  was  afraid  now  of  burning  to  death.   So,  I  asked  somebody 
to  just  get  the  fire  extinguisher  out  and  hose  down  the  front  engine, 
front  of  the  engine  of  the  car,  which  they  did.   I  felt  some  sensation  on 
my  leg  then,  so  at  least  I  knew  I  had  legs  left,  or  some  nerves  down 
there.  Then,  this  Mexican  guy  came  over  the  side  and  he  stayed  with  me 
for  a  while.  Then,  they  started  yelling  for  people,  saying  that  this  one 
was  alive,  got  to  get  her  out.  Then,  I  remember  them  saying,  someone 
saying  that  there  were  other  people  they  were  checking  in  the  van.  They 
could  open,  I  guess,  other  doors.  They  couldn't  open  mine.  That  they 
couldn't  get  any  pulses  on  some  of  these  other  people. 

SM:    Any  time  you  want  me  to  stop  the  tape. 

CS:    No,  that's  OK.  Then,  I  remember  throwing  little  bits  of  pebbles  at 
to  try  to  wake  her  up,  to  see  if  she  was  OK.   Finally,  she  started 
moaning,  so  at  least  I  knew  she  was  alive.  Then,  I  remember  them  telling 
me  they  couldn't  use  ...  they  had  some  piece  of  electrical  equipment  they 
were  going  to  try  to  use  to  get  me  out.   But  then  somebody  else  said,  no 
we  can't  do  that  because  I  guess  there  was  gas  fumes  and  something  else 
going  on  they  were  afraid  of  some  sparking.   So,  what  they  said  they'd 
have  to  do  is  pull  me  between  the  driver  and  this  passenger  seat  out  the 
back. 

SM:    Are  these  still  the  civilians  or  professional  rescue  people  at  this  point? 

CS:    He  was  blonde  and  he  was  not  in  a  uniform  but  he  had,  he  sounded  like  he 
was  somebody  who  knew  kind  of  what  needed  to  be  done.   But  he  wasn't  in 
garb,  like  later  I  remember  the,  I  don't  know  if  they  were  police  or  fire, 
but  they  had  the  black,  the  black  outfits  with  the  yellow  stripes,  so  I 
don't  know  if  they  are  police  or  fire  or  whatever,  but  those  people  look 
clearly  in  uniform.  But  this  guy  was  a  civilian  type  and  he  just  kent 
saying,  "well  ,  this  is  what  we're  going  to  do  and  this  is  what  you,  *.ve  to 
do  and  it's  gonna  hurt  you  and  just  help  us  with  your  hands  or  do  w.^tever 
you  can."  So,  after,  I  guess  there  was  some  more  assessment  time  done  and 
they  were  assuring  me  the  car  was  not  going  to  go  on  fire  and  I  was  not 
going  to  burn  to  death.  They  literally  got  me  between  the  driver  seat  and 
the  passenger  seat  and  pulled  me  out  through  the  left  window  that  I  guess 
was  knocked  out  of  the  van,  not  where  the  doors  come  out  on  the  right  but 
on  the  left  side,  and  they  pulled  me  out.   I  was  so  grateful  to  get  out. 

SM:    Were  you  the  first  one  that  they  pulled  out? 

CS:    That  I  don't  know.   But  1  do  remember  them  laying  me  down  on  the  road. 
This  guy  who  had  stayed  with  me  the  whole  time,  I  had  some  work  in  my 
briefcase  and  I  asked  him  to  go  back  and  please  get  my  briefcase.   I  gave 
him  my  mother's  phone  number  and  my  roommates  phone  number.   I  said  take 
some  money  and  make  a  call.  Just  so  at  least  let  them  know  I  was  OK.  He 
went  back,  he  went  into  the  car  and  got  it  and  brought  it  back  to  me  and 
he  left.  Then,  he  came  back  about  ten  minutes  later  and  said  the  phones 
were  down  but  he  would  make  the  calls  later.   Then,  I  remember  somebody,  I 
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remember  feeling  like  I  was  going  into  shock.  My  abdomen  started  getting 
tender  and  my  legs,  I  still  didn't  have  any  feeling  in  my  legs.  Then,  I 
remember  somebody  else  coming  up  and  he  introduced  himself.   He  had,  I 
think,  a  white  shirt  on  and  dark  pants,  and  he  said  he  was  from  the  Park 
Street  Station.   He  said  if  he  had  sped,  not  sped,  but  if  he  had  been 
driving  a  few  minutes,  a  few  miles  per  hour  faster  he  would  have  been 
where  we  were  at  that  point  in  time.   I  think  my  mother  has  talked  to  him, 
I  think  his  name  was  or  somebody  but  I  remember  he 

said  Park  Street  Station.   I  asked  him  if  I  had  any  legs  and  he  said  yes. 
Then,  I  remember,  all  of  a  sudden  there  was  another  like  aftershock,  and 
he  said  there  were  going  to  be  a  lot.   I  asked  him  about  how  the  World 
Series  ended  up  doing  because  I  knew  there  were  thousands  of  people  down 
there.  He  said  they  were,  he  had  thought  they  were  OK.  Then,  I  said  I 
didn't  feel,  I  felt  like  I  was  going  to  start  loosing  it,  and  I  remember 
him  hitting  me  a  little  bit  and  then  he  gave  me  some  oxygen. 

SM:    Wait,  he  hit  you  a  little  bit? 

CS:    Yes.   He  had  to  hit  me  to  kind  of  ...  to  kind  of...  he  kept  ...  he  wanted 
me  to  stay  awake.   On  no,  not  vicious. 

SM:    After  all  you've  been  through. 

CS:    Then,  I  remember  seeing  somebody  in  a,  the  black  garb  with  the  big  yellow 
stripes,  and  they  were  talking  about  getting  a  Coast  Guard  helicopter  to 
fly  us  out  or  something.   But  them  somebody  said  no  we  can't  let  it  land, 
because  the  structure  couldn't  handle  it.  Then,  the  next  thing  I  know 
they  ripped  my  clothes  and  they  put  me  on  a  back  board. 

SM:    We're  going  to  take  a  short  break  from  the  tape. 

SM:    We're  continuing  with  the  interview  at  this  point. 

CS:    So,  anyway,  I  remember  him,  I  remember  asking  him  about  the  ...  so  then  I 
remember  the,  they  knew  they  had  to  transport  me  obviously.   So,  they  put 
me  on  the  back  board.   I  don't  think  they  did  C-spine  stuff,  but  I  do 
remember  they  checked  that.   I  know  they  put  me  on  a  backboard  and  they 
lifted  me,  and  I  remember  moving  to  the  right  and  I  had  to  go  over  a  round 
humped,  it  was  almost  like  the  side  of  the  freeway  had  like  a  round, 
something  round.   I  remember  going  over.  Anyway,  they  put  the  ...  put  me 
on  that.    I  remember  closing  my  eyes,  very  vividly,  for  this  because  I 
didn't  think  whoever  was  down,  I  didn't  know  what  was  below.  These  people 
were  just  down  there  and  they  grabbed  me  and  they  just  sort  of  kept 
passing  me  from  one  person  to  person.   Oh,  before  I  left  there  was  one  man 
that  was  quote,  "assigned  to  me",  he  was  a  civilian  type,  and  I  asked  him 
to  hold  my  briefcase,  because  I  had  some  work  that  I  had  to  get  done 
because  I  was  going  to  my  commission.   I  told  him  to  please  try  to  get  it 
to  me  because  I  knew  it  was  out  of  the  van  at  that  point.   Anyway,  I  got 
down  and  I  got  in  the  ambulance  and  Meg  Fitzpatrick  was  already  in  the 
ambulance.   She  was  on  the  left  side  and  I  was  on  the  right.   There  was  a 
paramedic.  They  and  we  went  off  and  we  were  suppose  to  go  to  the  Field 
Hospital.   I  can't  remember  where  they  said  it  was,  it  was  either  like 
23rd  and  something.   Anyway,  there  was  a  lot  of  rubble  I  guess  on  the 
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street  because  they  kept  saying,  "Rough  ride,  rough  ride,"  which  it  was. 
He  couldn't  get  any  line  started,  but  that  was  OK.   I  remember     _  kept 
talking  about  her  back  hurting,  and  her  level  of  conscious  was  changing  as 
we  were  riding,  but  we  got  to  ...  they  finally  ...  the  street  signs  I 
guess  were  down  or  something  and  they  couldn't  find  this  Field  Hospital. 
That  I  remember.  They  finally  found,  there  was  a  woman  driver  on  the 
ambulance  and  they  finally  found  the  Field  Hospital.  When  they  got  there, 
they  asked  her  if  she  was  a  paramedic  or  not,  and  she  was,  she  wasn't  just 
a  driver,  so  they  asked  her  to  leave  and  stay  there,  and  they  put  a 
driver,  driver  in  our  van,  I  mean  in  the  ambulance.  They  told  him  to  get 
us  to  Eden.  We  got  to  Eden  and  then  I  remember  getting  ...  obviously  they 
took  Meg  out  first.  Then,  I  remember  coming  in,  they  gave  me  the  things 
like  the  Tetanus  shot,  that  kind  of  stuff.   I  told  them  I  thought  my  ribs 
were  OK,  they  were  just  bruised,  that's  all,  but  there  was  something  going 
on  in  my  abdomen  and  obviously  my  legs.   So,  they  did  a  pertoneum 
laporotomy,  which  was  not  fun.  They  found  out  that  I  had,  I  was  bleeding 
in  my  abdomen,  and  I  guess  I  had  ruptured  or  torn  my  liver.  So,  in  the 
meantime,  they  had  these  guys  working  on  my  legs,  which  was  really 
painful.   I  remember,  I  didn't  mean  to,  but  I  hit  and  I  pinched  at  least 
one  nurse,  and  I  think  more  than  that.   But  the  next  thing  I  know,  they 
decided  that  ...  because  I  guess  of  my  abdomen  and  something  immediately 
started  happening  with  my  legs.   It  sounded  like,  and  there  was  a  lot  of 
concern  over  something,  and  so  I  remember  then  they  said  they  had  to  get 
me  to  the  O.R.  right  away.  So,  they  did,  and  I  remember  meeting  the 
Anesthesiologist  and  the  nurse,  and  the  next  thing  I  know  I  woke  up  in 
ICU. 

SM:    Boy,  that  is  incredible  that  you  retained  consciousness  through  all  of 
this. 

CS:    I  figured  I  had  to  because  I  knew  I  am  ...  I  didn't  want,  I  didn't  ...  I 
was  afraid  of  having  a  head  injury,  or  spinal  cord  injury.   I  wanted  to, 
being  a  nurse,  I  was  like,  thinking  like  head  to  toe  what  was  wrong  with 
me.   I  knew  I  had,  this  was  open,  this  was  pretty  obvious,  this  was  all 
open,  but  I  didn't  care  about  like  little  fractures  and  things.  What  I 
was  really  worried  about  was,  I  didn't  have  any  legs,  and  I  was  really 
worried  about  burning  to  death.  That  was  a  real  fear.  Somebody  had  said 
there  was  fire  that  they  were  working  on  and  eventually  I  do  remember  that 
the  smoke  did  start  dissipating  a  bit.   But  I  remember  the  building  to  the 
right  was  a  red  brick  building.   I  remember,  I  only  remember  what  I  could 
see  because  I  couldn't  move  very  much.   But  that's  all  I  remember,  and  the 
aftershock. 

SM:   That's  quite  a  bit.   You  remember  a  lot,  and  I'm  sure,  I'm  going  to  go 
back  and  get  a  few  specific  more  questions,  because  I  think  you  remember 
all  of  this  too,  it  just  hasn't  been  focused  on.   How  often  do  you  travel 
this  route  back  and  forth? 

CS:    Five  days  a  week,  pretty  much. 

SM:    About  the  same  time? 

CS:    Roughly.   I'd  Say  within  ten  minutes  each  way. 
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SM:    How  was  the  traffic  on  this  day  compared  on  other  days? 

CS:    That's  the  thing  that,  when  I  get  a  little  bit  angry,  this  is  what  I  get 
angry  about.   Because  on  a  Tuesday,  we  usually  ...  we  would  go,  you 
remember  I  was  telling  you  can  go  up  you  can  go  down? 

SM:  Right. 

CS:    You  save  about  five  minutes  going  up,  if  it's  not  a  traffic  day,  you  can 
get  right  on  at  the  end  of  Oak  Street,  and  you  can  just  get  right  on. 
It's  on,  your  on  the  skyway  and  you  go  over  the  Bay  Bridge.   Monday's  and 
Tuesdays  we  used  to  take  bets  and  we  used  to  try  to  go  up  as  often  as 
possible,  Wednesdays  was  a  50/50  chance. 

SM:    By  going  "up-  you  mean  taking  the  ... 

CS:    Taking  the  Oak  Street  ... 

SM:    Oak  Street. 

CS:    Then,  going  to  the  sky,  over  the  skyway  and  you  just,  because  it's  all 
freeway  at  that  point.   Then,  what  we,  the  other  option  was  we  called 
going,   "down",  which  is  when  you  went  down  town  through  like  Folsom 
street  area.   You  can  get  on  at  the  last  on-ramp.   So,  if  traffic  is  bad, 
it's,  you  saved,  it's  actually  better  get  down,  go  down  town.   So,  on 
Mondays  and  Tuesdays  we  had  sort  of  like  a  little  routines.  We  would  try 
whenever  possible  to  go  up,  because  we  would  get  home  that  extra  5 
minutes.   Sooner,  but  because  it  was  the  World  Series  ... 

SM:    Thought  traffic  would  be  bad  ... 

CS:    We  took  bets.   I  was  the  one,  I  said  go  up,  because  their  there  already. 
It  started  like  5:  or  5:20  or  whenever.   We  were  all  ready,  I  mean,  we  had 
our  "A's"  earrings  on  and  we  were  really,  we  had  sort  of  mixed,  mixed  van 
fan  club.   We  all  decided,  no,  probably  with  our  luck  we  were  going  to  get 
really  stuck  on  the  skyway  so  let's  just  go  down  town.  There's  more  stop 
and  go.   When  we  got  down  there  and,  when  you're  down  town  you  can  kind  of 
look  up  and  see  how  the  freeway  was,  and  three  of  us  at  the  same  time 
went,  "Damn,"  because  we  could  have  been  home  that  5  minutes  earlier.  I 
mean,  it's  nobody's  fault,  that's  not,  it's  just,  it's  one  of  those  5 
minutes  one  way  or  the  other  may  have  made  a  difference,  and  it  may,  it 
had  nothing,  it's  just  the,  I  mean  it  would  have,  5  minutes  up  or  5 
minutes  down  it  might  have  happened  5  minutes  difference,  too.   So,  but  it 
was  just  ...  I  do  remember  this  was  a  daily  routine,  was  the  conversation, 
do  we  go  up  or  down,  so  yes  it  was  a  pretty  much  five  day  a  week. 

SM:    Or  you  are  second  guessing,  what  if,  what  if. 

CS:    Well,  it  was  just  that,  you  don't,  you  remember  the  conversation  but  it 
was  the  same  conversation  we'd  had  every  day  of  the  week. 

SM:    So,  traffic  was  light  then  on  that  date? 
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CS:   Traffic  was  light,  yes,  sorry,  I  didn't  quite  answer  your  question. 
Lighter. 

SM:    What  lane  were  you  in  when  you  got  onto  880,  the  number,  the  fast  lane  is 
#1,  numbered  on  the  left  to  the  right? 

CS:  Four. 

SM:  The  slowest  lane? 
CS:  The  slowest  lane. 
SM:    You  were  in  the  #4? 

CS:   We  usually  stayed  always  on  the  slow  lane,  except  if  there  was  a  truck, 
then  we  would,  I  mean  this  was  our  pattern  of  forever.  We  would  then  go 
into  the  third  lane  and  pass.  We  would  always,  and  we  took  always  the 
Broadway  exit. 

SM:   Would         would  always  drive,  was  she  always  the  driver,  or  did  you 
always  switch  off? 

CS:    She  was,  she  was  what  we  called  our  main,  our  primary  driver.  When 
was  not  able,  once  a  week  on  Tuesdays,         had  like  lab  meetings  and 
other  commitments  so  then  either  would  drive  or 

SM:    About  how  fast  ... 

CS:    Those  were  always,  those  were  approved  drivers  of  the  van. 

SM:    Oh,  so  it's  not  just  like  any  body  that  drives  the  van,  it's  designated 
drivers? 

CS:    What  you  do  is  you  go,  well  there  is  sort  of,  what  you  do  is  anybody  who 
is  a  rider  on  the  van  who  works  for  the  University  who  passes  a  physical 
and  has  insurance  and  whatever,  but  they  do  make  you  go  through  a  few, 
like  a  physical  ...  but  you  technically,  like,  if  anything  had  happened  to 
or  whatever,  I  guess  in  an  emergency  I  could  have  driven  the  van,  but 
I  would  not  have  been  what  they  would  have  considered  an  approved  driver, 
that's  just  not  done. 

SM:    About  how  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going,  with  the  flow  of  traffic, 
slower  than  traffic? 

CS:  was  a  very  kicked  back  person.   I  don't  think  we  ever  went  60  even  on 

the  van.   I'd  say  we  were  with  the  slow,  we  never  went,  we  never  could 
keep  up  with  anybody  in  the  fast  lane.  We  just  sort  of  were  probably 
about,  I  don't  know,  I'm  guessing,  between,  I  mean  she  never  went  60,  I 
mean,  I  mean  60  was  like  fast  for  her.   Maybe  we  were  going  about  55. 

SM:    How  fast  do  you  think  other  traffic  around  you  was  going.   Fast,  I  mean 
was  it  passing  you,  so  was  it  going  faster  or  ... 
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CS:    You  see  in  the  fast  lane,  since  we're  in  the  slow  lane  ... 
SM:    Yeah,  everybody  passes  you. 

CS:    ...  passes,  yeah,  so  I  wouldn't  say  it's,  but  it  wasn't  like  when  you're 
up  at  Berkeley,  the  people  are  cruising  like  70  and  80  in  the  fast  lanes. 
They're  usually  not  doing  that  right  there  at  that  Cypress  because  there's 
that  where  880 's  coming  in  and  then  it's  not  as  fast  of  section  of  the 
road. 

SM:    This  question  you  don't  have  to  answer,  I  know  the  name  of  all  the  people 
in  the  vehicles  and  I  have  a  pretty  good  idea  where  they  were,  so  if  you 
don't  want  to  go  over  that  and  have  their  placement  in  the  vehicles,  if 
you  would  rather  not  do  that,  that  would  be  OK.    I'll  leave  that  up  to 
you. 

CS:    OK.   I  mean  I  could  go  over  what  I  think  I  remember.    I  remember  now  being 
a  little,  I'm  more  confused  now  than  I  was  at  the  time.   I  remember 
was  driving,  and  I  remember  I  was  in  the  front  right  passenger  seat.  I 
remember       was  in  the  far,  if  you're  looking  at,  if  you're  looking  from 
front  to  back  in  the  van,  she  was  in  the  far  left  corner. 

SM:    So,  I'm  standing  in  the  front  of  the  back,  front  of  the  van  looking  back 
towards  the  back  of  the  van,  she's  in  the  very  last  seat? 

CS:    Right.   Last  seat  left.   Then,  I  remember  in  the  second  seat,  was  1 
thought 

SM:    Left  or  right? 

CS:    She  was  behind  the  driver. 

SM:    So,  that  was,  looking  backwards  then  that  would  be  ... 

CS:    Right.    I  can't  remember  where        was.  I  think  she  was  second  seat 
left.  Then,  there  was,  was  third  row  right,  because  she  was 

showing  us  her  "A's"  earrings.  Then,  I  think  there  was,  God  I  don't  know 
what,  if  it  was  that  was  sitting  next  to  ~  That's  the 

part  I  don't  remember. 

SM:    If  there's  any  of  these  questions  that  really  get  you  upset  just  tell  me 


CS:    That's  OK. 

SM:    We  don't  need  to  ask  them.  You  already  touched,  the  first  thing  that  you 
noticed  that  was  wrong  was  the  van  pulled  to  the  ... 

CS:    Left.  The  other  thing  I  remember  was,  after  we  pulled  to  the  left  I 

really  knew  something  was  wrong  because  the  road  rose  in  front  of  us.  It 
was  like  when  you're  driving  on  a  like  country  road  and  there's  like 
little  ups  and  downs? 
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SM:  Yes. 

CS:   This  wasn't  suppose  to  be,  it  had  never  been  there  before,  and  it  was 
happening  while  we  were  driving  and  that's  when  I  really  knew  something 
was  wrong. 

SM:   What  did  you  think?  Did  you  think  it  was  a  earthquake  or  you  thought  it 
was  the  road  falling,  or  ... 

CS:    I  had  no  clue. 

SN:    Just  didn't  make  sense,  to  the  ... 

CS:    Well  I  knew  something,  it  was  just  ...  all  I  remember  having  time  to  do 
was  notice,  you  would  feel  the  shift,  I  was  still  reacting  in  my  mind  to 
what  the  hell's  the  car  going  to  the  left  for.   I,  the  thing  is  is  when  I 
told  somebody  else,  and  I  don't  know  if  this  makes  sense,  I  don't  know  if 
we  actually  changed  lanes  or  if  the  road  moved.   I  mean  that's  what  I 
don't  remember,  because  I  don't  remember  going  over  a  bumps,  I  remember 
just  noticing  the  car  now  to  the  left. 

SM:    Was  it  all  the  way  into  the  next  left-hand  lane,  or  just  straddling  the 
lane? 

CS:    Well  see,  that's  what  I  don't  remember,  I  don't  know  if  the  road  moved 
left  or  if  we  changed  lanes.  Then,  I  remember  when  we  were  over  there 
that's  when  I  saw  the  road  rising,  I  mean  like  this  hump,  and  I  knew  for 
sure  that  that  had  never  been  there  before.  Then,  I  remember  we,  it  sort 
of  like  we  lost  contact  with  the  road.   I  remember  that,  thinking  holy,  I 
mean,  I  remember  saying,  "Holy  Shit",  because  we  were  like  airborne. 
Then,  that's  when  I  remember  closing  my  eyes  thinking  this  is  really  not 
right,  this  is  more  than,  it  could  have  still  been  a  blow  out  as  far  as  I 
knew,  except  for  that  road  rising.   But  I  did  remember  seeing  this,  it 
just  was  like  watching  a  cake  rise,  it  just  happened.   I  didn't  see 
anything  crack  or  anything,  it  was  just  now  a  bump  in  the  road.  . 

SM:    So,  then  you  became  airborne? 

.  CS:    Yeah;  Then,  I  remember  when  we  made  contact,  we  were,  because  I  closed  my 
eyes  at  that  point,  I  didn't  want  to  see  any  more.  Then,  I  know  we  landed 
towards  the  right,  that  much  I  do  remember.  Then,  when  it  was  all  said 
and  done,  because  I  was  holding  on  and  I  closed,  I  covered  my  face.  I 
remember  we  landed  up  in  the  far  right  lane,  and  my  door  was  butt  right  up 
against  the  end,  the  edge  of  the  freeway. 

SM:    Right  against  the  guardrail? 

CS:    Right.  That's  whey  they  couldn't  open  my  door,  they  couldn't  get  me  out. 

SM:    Did  the  ...  the  front  of  the  van  was  it  impacted  with  the,  that  rubble  and 
rebar  and  all  that? 

CS:    I  remember  seeing,  I  remember  the,  there's  no  glass  in  the  front 
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windshield,  and  there's  bits  of  concrete,  I  remember,  on  the,  in  that, 
black,  what  do  you  call  black  road  stuff?. 

SM:    Tar,  asphalt. 

CS:    Yeah.   That,  whatever  that  stuff  is,  because  I  remember  that's  the  stuff  I 
was  throwing  out  and  then  trying  to  throw  at        to  see  if  I  could  wake 
her  up.   So,  I  remember  there  were  pieces  of  that  in  the  front  seat.  I 
don't  remember,  because  I  couldn't  see  over  into  the  front,  but  I  was 
assuming  the  front  end  was  damaged. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  any  other  cars  on  the  freeway  around  you  right  prior  to  the 
time  of  the  earthquake? 

CS:  No. 

How  about  afterwards?   I  know  you  can't,  you  couldn't  move  your  head  so 
you  couldn't  behind  you. 

I  don't,  I  don't  remember.   I  remember  something  ...  this  ...  there  was  a 
man  on  a  ladder  that  went  up  that  ...  the  ...  because  I  kept  seeing  these 
hanging  bits  on  concrete.    I  didn't  know,  I  mean  that's  what  scared  me 
because  I  didn't  know  where  we  were.   I  didn't  know  if  we  were  above 
ground  or  below  ground  at  first,  and  then  I  noticed  that  we  saw  sky  so  I 
figured  it  wouldn't  be  too  hard  to  find  if  we  screamed  loud  enough.   But  I 
remember  seeing  a  man  go  up  a  ladder  to  that  higher  level  of  road,  and  I 
don't  know  if  I  heard  them  say  or  if  I  remember  saying  that  there  was 
another,  a  vehicle  up  on  that  other  level.   But,  the  rest  of  it,  to  be 
honest,  I  don't  remember  noticing,  I  don't  know,  we  could  have  been  the 
only  road  on  the,  the  only  car  on  the  freeway  for  all  I  knew.    It  was  like 
I  was  just,  all  I  started  notice  was  like  suddenly  I  lost  all  my 
perspective  and  I  was  so  focused,  I  mean  I  focused  when  we  shifted  to  the 
left,  saw  the  road  rise,  I  mean  those  were  just  phenomena  that  I  couldn't, 
I  didn't  care  about  anything  else.   I  was  just  noticing  that  this  was  very 
not,  this  was  not  very  right. 

SM:    What  type  of,  did        say  anything,  did  she  try  to  steer  out  of  it,  or 
did  she  have  time  do  you  think  to  react,  I  mean  do  you  think  it  all 
happened  so  fast  that,  that  ... 

CS:    I  remember  she  obviously  noticed  something.   I  know  she  noticed  when  we 
went  to  the  left,  because  she  was  trying,  I  could  see  her,  I  remember 
noticing  as  I  was  looking  forward  into  this,  into  the  ...  and  I  saw  this 
bubble,  now  whether  it  was  occurring  or  it  was,  or  it  was  right  then  I 
remember  seeing  her  doing  something  with  the  steering  wheel.   But  then 
that's  when  I  remember  we  lost  contact  with  the  road. 

SM:    What  type  of  restraint  systems  do  you  have  in  that  van?  Were  you  all 
wearing  seatbelts? 

CS:    That  ...  part  of  the  program  was  to  wear  seatbelts. 


In  the  front  then  you  would  have  had  a  shoulder 
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CS:   We  had  the  shoulder  harness. 
SN:    All  the  seats? 

CS:    No,  unfortunately.   Everybody  else  had  the  ... 
SN:   The  lap  belts. 

CS:   The  regular  belts.  They're  saying  that's  what,  unfortunately,  caused 
probably  some  of  their  deaths. 

SM:    So,  you  had  the  shoulder  restraint? 

CS:    Yeah.   But  I'll  tell  you  if  that  made  a  difference  they  should  put  those 
in  front  and  back  and  all  around. 

SM:    Yeah,  that's  true.   I  can  skip  with  the  other  vehicles  then. 

CS:    I  have  no  clue  of  what  happened  around  me. 

SM:    I  got  a  pretty  good  description  of  your  injuries.   We'll  go  back  over  them 
again  with  a  final  diagnosis  left  on  all  of  that.   If  you  recall  the,  you 
couldn't  turn  around  so  could,  did  you  have  any  idea  about  the  people 
behind  you,  what  type  of  injuries  or  where  they  landed,  or  how  they  were 
thrown  about? 

CS:    All  I  remember  was  somebody  had  thrown  up  because  I  saw  gastric  content  in 
the  front  seat  between  <       and  I.  So,  I  knew  that  there  was  something, 
either  somebody  had  eaten  something  recently,  but  I  knew  there  was 
something  like  that.  Other  than  that,  matter  of  fact,  even  after  I  got 
out  of  the  van,  I  thought  well  everybody  else  got  out  because  I  couldn't, 
I  was  so  focused,  well  I  was  hurting  pretty  badly  when  they  were  trying  to 
carry  me  out  that  I  didn't  even  notice  if  anybody  was  in  that  second 
seat.   So,  I'm  assuming  they  had  already  gotten  them  out. 

SM:    Are  the  seats,  is,  there  is  a  break  between  the  driver  and  the  right  front 
passenger  seat,  right? 

CS:  Correct. 

SM:    So,  it's  divided  into  seats  on  both  sides,  with  an  isle  down  the  middle? 

CS:    No.  We  had  a,  there  was  the  drivers  seat,  and  the  passenger  seat  in  the 
front,  with  this  like  little  console.  Then,  there  was  this  seat  for 
three... 

SM:    Oh,  a  bench  seat. 

CS:    Three,  and  three.   What  you  did  was  you  came  down  the  side,  the  right  side 
all  the  way  to  the  back. 

SM:    Right  side  meaning  the  passenger  side? 
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CS:    Passenger  side.  Would  have  had  a  little  isle  all  the  way  back. 

SM:    So,  you  really  weren't  aware  that  it  was  actually  an  earthquake  until  you 
spoke  to  somebody  and  asked  them  what  was  going  on. 

CS:    Because  it  could  have  been  a  hilacious  explosion  too.    I  mean  I  remember 
hearing  the  sonic,  boom,  boom,  booms.    The  booms  were  pretty  dramatic.  I 
remember  at  least  hearing  two  of  those. 

SM:    This  might  seem  like  a  silly  question  with  everything  but  it's  just  to 
establish  that  we  have  people  that  were  rationale  before  everything 
happened  afterwards.   Had  you  consumed  any  alcohol  or  taken  any 
prescription  drugs  prior  to  this  happening? 

CS:  No. 

SM:    As  we  know  it's  no  hallucination.  Things  didn't  ... 

CS:    Are  you  telling  me  I  got  this,  this  is  all  in  my  mind? 

SM:    So  we  know  that  the  road  was  really  rising  and  doing  all  those  strange 
things.   How  about  vision  restrictions,  do  you  normally  wear  you  glasses 
when  you  ride  in  the  van? 

CS:  Yes. 

SM:    You  wear  them  all  the  time? 
CS:  Yes. 

SM:    You  had  them  on  at  the  time? 
CS:  Yes. 

SM:    Prior  to  all  of  this,  do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health? 
CS:  Yes. 

SM:    Now,  let's  go  over  your  injuries.  Too  numerous  to  mention,  I  think  I'm 
going  to  need  a  second  page  for  this  but,  probably  let's  start  from  top  to 
bottom,  that  would  probably  be  easier. 

CS:    Well,  what  I  know,  see,  I  don't  know  what  is  now  related  to  the  actual 

accident  and  what  might  have  been  due  to  just  the  surgeries  and  stuff  that 
have  happened.   But  I  do  have  a  straining,  a  strained  left  muscle,  a 
strained  muscle  in  my  left  clavicle,  it's  not  a  big  deal.   I  have  a 
fractured  right  meda,  oh  God,  are  these  tarsals  or  carpal s,  hand.   I  had  a 
liver  laceration. 

SM:    You  also  have  a  scar,  is  that  also  part  of  this..? 

CS:    Oh  yes,  1  had  a  right  forearm  what  they  call  an  evulsion,  e-v-u-l-s-i-o-n. 
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SM:    Does  that  mean  it  was  split  open? 

CS:   There  was  no  tissue.  This,  see  like  this  was  all  just  pulled  tissue. 

SM:    Oh,  OK. 

CS:    This  was  all  gone. 

SM:   What's  that  term  again? 

CS:    Evulsion,  e-v-u-l-s-i-o-n.  Not  that  you  care  but,  but  so  then  other  words 
all,  a  lot  of  the  nerve  endings  and  what  was  there  is  gone  and  they  just 
cleaned  up  the  edges  and  pulled  it  together.  He  did  a  good  job.  Then,  I 
had  a  liver  laceration.   I  think  that  I  had  bruised  ribs  but  no 
fractures.  Then,  moving  on  down  I  have  bilateral  multiple  tibula  fibula 
fractures,  meaning  they're  on  both  sides,  there's  multiple  factures  on 
both.  Then,  there's  a  fracture  somewhere  in  my  foot  on  both  on  them  too. 

SM:    Are  your  legs  in  casts? 

CS:    Not  yet.  They  can't  go  into  a  cast  yet  because  the  bones  aren't,  there's 
too  many  pieces  right  now,  so  they  have  to  do  these  wire  things. 

SM:    So,  you  have  two  broken  legs? 

CS:   Two  multiple  broken  legs  and  a  broken  foot,  foot  two.  The  legs  are  one 
thing  and  then  feet  are  something  else  totally. 

SM:   This  is  a  little  later  ... 

CS:    What  they're  going  to  do  later  is  then  take  some  graphs  of  bone  and  put  it 
down  there  and  then  hopefully  in  six  months,  I'll  be  able  to  have  regular 
casts  and  start  (inaudible). 

SM:    How  do  they  keep  these  from  moving  then  if  they  can't  cast  them  or 
anything? 

CS:    We  ...  they  are,  you  see  these  are,  this  is  all  screwed  in,  you  can't  ... 
these  bones  won't  move. 

SM:    Oh,  this  goes  right  through.   Oh  my  gosh. 

CS:    Oh  yes,  they're  gross.  Too  much  for  Hollywood  is  what  I  say.  Then,  the 
only  thing,  and  I  think  it's  pretty,  I  don't  know  if  it's  normal,  I  think 
its  normal,  is  I  have,  Eden  Hospital  where  I  was  placed  is  part  of  a 
trauma  center.  They  have  provided  me  with  a  trauma-like  psychologist, 
psychiatrist.   I  don't  think  there's,  I  mean  I  don't  think  I'm  crazy,  but 
I'm  definitely  still  having  some  feelings  and  reactions  ... 

SM:    Oh,  sure. 

TAPE  FADED/ENDED 
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D-38,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  #8736,  on 

November  7,  1989,  at  approximately  1805  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 

Richmond.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:   Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
OH: 

PW:    I  could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name, 

please? 

OH: 

PW:    What's  your  current  address  right  now? 

OH:  California,  94530. 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth  is? 

OH: 

PW:    Is  1t  1940  or  39? 
OH:  40. 

PW:    Your  current  home  phone  number? 
OH: 

PW:    Your  driver's  license  is 
OH:  Yes. 

PW:    You  were  driving  your  mom's 
OH:  Yes. 

PW:    That  was,  what,  gray  in  color? 
OH:  Yes. 

PW:    On  October  the  17th,  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  let's  backtrack  about  5-10 
minutes.   Where  were  you  at  that  time  before  the  earthquake  struck,  about 
5  minutes  before  the  quake  started? 

OH:    I  was  on  highway  80. 

PW:    Where  were  you  coming  from? 

OH:    I  was  coming  from  Richmond. 
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PW:  Where  were  you  headed? 

OH:  I  was  headed  to  Laney  College. 

PW:  So,  you  were  going  southbound  on  80. 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:  When  you  entered  onto  Interstate  880,  how  was  the  traffic  at  that  point, 
do  you  remember? 

OH:  Light. 

PW:  Light.   Do  you  recall  any  cars  that  were  in  front  or  behind  you  at  that 
time? 

OH:  A  van,  a  car pool  van. 

PW:  A  car pool  van? 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:  Were  there  people  in  the  car pool  van? 

OH:  Well,  they  were  in  front  of  me,  but  I  assume  that  it  was  people  in  it. 
More  than  just  the  driver. 

PW:  You  remember  what  color  the  carpool  van  was? 

OH:  It  was  dark  in  color,  I  can't  remember  the  exact  color. 

PW:  Do  you  travel  this  stretch  of  freeway  often? 

OH:  Yes,  four  days  a  week. 

PW:  So,  you  were  on  the  top  deck  of  the  Interstate  880. 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  on  at  that  time  when  you  got  onto  880? 

OH:  Well,  I  think  you  would  call  it  lane  three. 

PW:  The  lane  next  to  the  slow  lane.   Is  that  right? 

OH:  No.   I  was  closer  to  the  fast  lane. 

PW:  That  would  be  lane  two. 

OH:  Lane  two. 

PW:  We  start  from  one  ... 
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PW:    Do  you  recall  how  fast  you  were  travelling  at  that  point? 
OH:    Well ,  about  55. 

PW:    How  fast  was  the  other  traffic  moving,  do  you  remember? 

OH:    About  the  same. 

PW:    Same  speed? 

OH:    Yeah,  between  55  and  60. 

PW:    Were  you  by  yourself  in  your  car? 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:    You  know  where  you  were  approximately  when  you  felt  something  was  not 
right? 

OH:  I  guess  that  must  have  been  around  30th,  and  I  thought  I  was  having  a  flat 
tire. 

PW:    What  made  you  think  that? 

OH:    Because  the  car  started  shaking  as  though  I  was  losing  air  in  a  tire, 
which  would  cause  the  car  to  shimmer. 

PW:    Did  you  feel  your  vehicle  going  side  to  side  or  anything  like  that? 

OH:  Well,  my  first  feeling  was  I  was  having  a  flat  tire,  and  the  next  second  I 
was  having  four  flat  tires,  because  it  just  seemed  like  the  whole  car  just 
started  shaking  evenly  around. 

PW:    When  you  say  shake,  did  it  shake  up  and  down,  sideway,  or  backward;  "  ... 

OH:    I  feel  that  it  was  going  more  sideways. 

PW:    What  did  you  do  at  that  point? 

OH:  Well,  I  cut  my  speed,  looked  in  my  rearview  mirror  to  change  lanes  because 
if  I  was  having  a  flat,  I  felt  that  I  needed  to  get  off,  which  I  was  going 
to  get  off  at  the  14th  Street  exit. 

PW:    So,  did  you  start  braking  or  just  slowing  down? 

OH:    Well,  I  come  off  the  gas  to  go  to  the  brake  and  look  in  the  rearview 

mirror,  and  as  I  looked  in  the  rearview  mirror,  the  freeway  just  started 
coming  at  me  from  behind. 

PW:    Behind,  huh? 
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OH:    Yeah.   It  just  looked  like  it  just  lifted  up,  and  then  all  of  a  sudden  it 
just  started  going  up  and  down  and  then  it  was  going  up  and  down,  not 
sideways.   It  may  have  been  going  sideways  also,  but  I  could  feel  more  of 
a  up  and  down  feeling. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  the  up  and  down  motion  coming  toward  you  from  the  front  at 
all? 

OH:  Yes,  after  I  looked  in  the  rearview  mirror  and  it  was  coming  at  me,  then  I 
looked  in  front  of  me  and  it  was  coming  towards  me.  So,  it  was  coming,  it 
was  just  buckling  up  and  down,  it  was  going  up  and  down. 

PW:    Is  that  the  next  thing  you  saw  after  you  felt  that  your  tires  were  going 
flat? 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:    You  didn't  see  anything  else  happen? 

OH:    That  was  the  next  thing  that  I  felt  and  saw,  was  that  the  freeway  was  just 
coming  at  me  both  ways,  and  after  that  I  could  see  the  concrete  beams  seem 
to  start  breaking  loose  or  collapsing  or  whatever,  I  don't  know.   It  just 
seemed  like  they  started  coming  in  also,  but  the  freeway  was  the  most 
thing  that  I  could  just  see  that  it  was  going  up  and  down  like  a  roller 
coaster  or  waves;  but  was  like  I  was  going  up  and  down.  The  car  was  not 
on  any  tracks,  because  when  it  would  go  down,  I  would  still  be  up,  and 
then  I  would  go  down  to  it  and  then  it  would  go  back  up. 

PW:    How  many  times  did  you  feel  your  car  going  up  and  down? 

OH:  Several  times,  maybe  three  or  four  times,  maybe  more.  But  I  know  at  least 
three  times. 

PW:    That  was  up  and  down  motion? 

OH:    Yes.  . 

PW:    You  felt  any  side  to  side  motion  at  all? 

OH:    I  don't  know,  I  may  have  been  going  side,  but  I  could  feel  more  going  up 
and  down. 

PW:    Where  was  your  foot  at  that  point,  at  gas  or  the  brake? 

OH:    Brakes.    'Cause  the  only  thing  I  knew  that  I  have  to  stop  the  car  so  I 
wouldn't  run  into  anything  and  hopefully,  nothing  would  run  into  me,  but 
my  thing  was  to  stop  the  car. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  the  nearest  car  near  you  at  that  point? 

OH:    The  van. 

PW:    The  van.   How  far  ahead  was  the  van? 
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OH:    Maybe  a  car  length. 

PW:    A  car  length.   What  was  the  van  doing? 

OH:    Trying  to  stop,  because  he  never,  it  seemed  like  we  held  our  lanes,  'cause 
I  never  seemed  like  I  was  going  to  hit  anyone  or  anyone  was  going  to  hit 
me. 

PW:    The  van  was  in  the  lane  to  your  right? 
OH:  Yes. 

PW:    Which  is  number  three  lane. 
OH:  Yes. 

PW:    Were  there  any  other  cars  around  at  that  time? 

OH:    When  we  come  to  a  stop,  it  was  two  cars  behind  me. 

PW:    You  came  to  a  stop  by  braking,  or  did  you  hit  anything? 

OH:    I  don't  remember  hitting  anything.   I  think  I  stopped,  because  the  other 
portion  of  the  freeway  was  in  front  of  me. 

PW:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  it  was  not  your  tire,  it  was  something 
other  than  your  tire,  maybe  an  earthquake  or  something? 

OH:    When  I  looked  in  the  rearview  mirror  and  I  seen  the  freeway  coming  at  me. 

PW:    Was  it  coming  pretty  fast? 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:    When  you  first  saw  it,  how  far  back  was  it  coming  at  you,  do  you  have  any 
idea?  Half  a  block,  or  ... 

OH:  Maybe  a  quarter  of  a  block,  a  half  a  block. 

PW:  So,  you  felt  the  up  and  down  motion  pretty  instant  right  after  you  ... 

OH:  Yes,  right  after  the  ... 

PW:  You  look  in  the  rearview  mirror? 

OH:  Yes.   Right  after  the  back  and  forth,  or  the  side  to  side. 

PW:    Then,  you,  is  that  when  you  looked  in  front  and  then  saw  the  up  and  down 
motion  coming  from  the  front? 

OH:    Front,  yes. 

PW:    You  came  to  a  stop  in  the  same  lane  that  you  were  on? 
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OH:   Well,  I  think  I  had  changed  lanes,  because  it  seemed  like  we  were,  the  van 
was  at  the  rail  and  I  was  next  to  the  van. 

PW:    Did  you  notice  the  freeway  structure  around  where  you  were  tilting  or 
collapsing  or  anything  like  that? 

OH:   Well,  the  reason  I  knew  I  have  to  get  off  the  car,  it  was  still  moving. 
Like  going  up  and  down  just  a  little  bit  like  it  may  go  down  some  more. 

PW:    So,  when  you  got  out  of  the  car,  the  structure  was  still  in  motion,  up  and 
down. 

OH:   Slightly,  yes. 

PW:    Was  that  from  more  earthquake  movement,  or  just  because  the  structure 
collapsing,  or  you  just  felt  it  was  unsteady  at  that  point? 

OH:    I  don't  know,  but  I  think  it  was  because  the  structure,  and  it  just  wasn't 
sturdy  at  that  point  because  I  could  see  between,  at  least  I  think  I  could 
see  between  the  freeway  ...  I  could  see  the  lower  deck.  Just  a  small 
opening,  but  I  felt  that  I  could  see  the  lower  deck. 

PW:   Where  was  the  nearest  car  next  to  you  and  the  van? 

OH:    It  was  yards  behind  me.   I  don't  know  how  far,  but  it  was  a  few  feet 
behind  me. 

PW:    You  said  two  cars  came  to  a  stop  behind  you.   Do  you  remember  what  kind  of 
cars  they  were? 

OH:  Well,  they  were,  one  was  a  Toyota,  I  think 

PW:  How  did  you  get  out  of  your  vehicle? 

OH:  I  just  got  out  on  my  own.   I  opened  the  door  and  got  out. 

PW:  You  say  your  vehicle  was  damaged  in  the  front.   How  did  that  come  about? 

OH:    Well,  I  don't  know  if  it  was  from  the  dropping  of  the  car  when  the  freeway 
was  in  motion.  That's  the  only  time  that  I  could  see,  it  was  hitting 
hard.  That's  when  I  know  that  my  back,  I  felt  my  back  snap  at  one  of 
those  drops.   I  don't  know  if  it  was  the  last  drop  or  one  of  the  ones 
before  the  last  one,  and  I  feel  that  that's  when  the  car  was  damaged. 

PW:    Did  that  portion  of  the  freeway  where  you  came  to  stop,  did  it  collapse  at 
all? 

OH:    It  was  down.    It  was  below  the  ... 
PW:   The  top  portion? 

OH:    Yeah.  Well,  the  part  that  I  was  on  was  down  below  where  if  I  had  kept 
straight  going  ...  I  guess  is  it  slabs  of  concrete,  or  ... 
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PW:    Well,  they're  in  sections,  I  believe. 

OH:    In  sections.   Well,  the  section  I  was  on  was  down. 

PW:    How  far  down  approximately? 

OH:    At  least  the  height  of  the  car,  because  I  could  see  I  would  have  had  to 
climb  up  on  it  to  get  on  top. 

PW:    Tell  me  how  you  were  hurt  from  the  accident,  what  part  of  your  body  was 
hurt? 

OH:  My  back. 

PW:  Your  lower  back  or  what? 

OH:  Mid  low  back. 

PW:  Anywhere  else  you're  hurt? 

OH:  No,  that's  basically  my  back. 

PW:  Now  you  went  to  Kaiser  in  Oakland,  right? 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:  Were  you  treated  and  released,  or  were  you  have  to  be  admitted  there? 

OH:  I  was  admitted. 

PW:  For  how  many  days? 

OH:  I  think  10  days.   From  that  Tuesday,  the  17th.   Yes,  10  days  to  the  27th. 
that  following  Friday. 

PW:    You  must  have  hurt  your  back  pretty  bad. 

OH:    Yes.    I  have  to  have  surgery. 

PW:    On  the  lower  back  or  mid  back? 

OH:    The  mid  back. 

PW:    Did  you  know  the  occupants  of  the  carpool  van  or  the  cars  behind  you,  the 
occupants  injured  at  all? 

OH:    Well,  both  of  the  ladies  in  the  car,  it  was  two  ladies,  it  was  a  ...  let's 
get  this  right.   There  was  a  lady  in  each  car,  so  each  of  the  cars  behind 
me.   Both  was  hurt.   Both  complained  of  back  pain. 

PW:    Did  you  see  any  blood  about  them  or  anything  like  that,  or  did  they 
complain  of  pain? 
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OH:   They  just  complained  of  pain. 

PW:    Did  you  have  your  seat  belt  on  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake? 
OH:  Yes. 

PW:   Do  you  have  shoulder  harness? 

OH:   Yes,  because  I  was  hurt  by  the  seatbelt  across  the  chest.   I  know  because 
I  was  sore  across  my  chest  from  the  seatbelt. 

PW:    How  did  the  other  occupants  get  out  of  their  cars? 

OH:    They  got  out  on  their  own,  also.   Now,  in  the  van  I  don't  know  how.  It 
was  more  than  one  person,  because  you  asked  me  that  at  the  first,  but 
after  stopping,  now  I  do,  I'm  recalling  back.   But  it's  driving,  I  didn't 
pay  the  car  that  much  attention,  but  they  were  getting  people  out  of  the 
van.   More  than  one  person  got  out  of  the  van.   But  I  know  one  was  a  male 
and  I  don't  remember  what  the  others  in  the  van  were.   But,  the  reason  I 
remember  the  women  in  the  other  cars,  because  we  laid  together  on  the 
street,  after  coming  down  off  the  structure. 

PW:  How'd  you  get  down  from  the  structure? 

OH:  It  was  some  men  that  had  climbed  up  that  lived  and  worked  in  the  area. 

PW:  They  got  you  down  with  a  ladder,  or  helped  you  down. 

OH:  Just  helped  us  down.   Just  helped  our  bodies  down. 

PW:  From  the  portion  that  was  collapsed,  is  that  where  you  went  down  at? 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  what  buildings  were  around  you  at  that  point? 

OH:    No,  I  just  know  it  was  a  couple  of  big  buildings,  but.  I  don't  remember 

seeing  any  names  on  them,  because  that's  where  I  was  in  the  parking  lot  of 
one  of  the  buildings. 

PW:    What  nationality  were  these  two  people  that  came  up  and  helped  you? 

OH:    It  was  more  than  two.   It  was  blacks  and  whites. 

PW:    You  don't  have  any  names  on  these  people,  do  you? 

OH:    No,  because  after  they  helped  us  down,  then  they  started  helping  people 
that  was  on  the  lower  deck. 

PW:    You  don't  remember  seeing  any  people  trapped  in  their  car  did  you? 

OH:    No,  I  didn't  see  any.   But  I  could  hear  people,  but  I  didn't  see  any. 
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PW:    As  far  as  you  can  remember  when  the  earthquake  struck,  your  vehicle  felt 
like  tires  were  going  flat  then. 

OH:    That  was  my  first  feeling. 

PW:    Anything  else  you  remember  that  your  vehicle  did? 

OH:    No,  other  than  it  just  felt  like  it  was  on  one  flat  and  then  it  just  felt 
like  all  the  tires  had  just 

PW:    Notice  any  side  to  side  motion  on  the  freeway? 

OH:    Well,  I  think  that  the  flat  was  like  more  of  a  side  to  side  than  an  up  and 
down  when  I  thought  I  was  having  the  flat  tire. 

PW:    It  was  more  of  a  side  to  side  motion  when  you  felt  the  car  like  it  was 
going  to  have  some  flat  tires. 

OH:  Yes. 

PW:    You  felt  any  violent  jolts  or  anything  like  that? 
OH:    No,  other  than  just  the  dropping. 
PW:    You  felt  your  car  going  down. 

OH:    Well,  yes,  because  it  would  go  down  like  it  was  on  a  steep  hill  going  down 
and  then  it  would  go  back  up,  and  then  it  would  go  down.   It  always  fast, 
just  fast.   It  wasn't  ... 

PW:    You  remember  quite  a  lot. 

OH:    Yeah.   I  didn't  lose  conscious  and  I  didn't  panic.   I  don't  think  I  did. 
I  mean,  I  felt  like  I  kind  of  kept  control. 

PW:  Do  you  need  to  wear  glasses  to  drive, 

OH:  No. 

PW:  You  haven't  taken  any  type  of  drugs  or  medication  before  the  earthquake? 

OH:  No. 

PW:  How  was  your  overall  health  before  the  earthquake? 

OH:  Basically  it  was  good. 

PW:  Do  you  want  to  say  anything  else,  something  that  maybe  I  forgot  to  ask  or 
something  you  remembered  and  I  didn't  ask? 

OH:    No,  but  basically,  my  first  reaction  was  not  an  earthquake.   I  don't  know 
what  I  thought  was  happening.   I  even  thought  we  were  being  invaded  or 
whatever.   I  did  not,  because  I'd  never  been  in  anything  like  this  before 
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and  it  was  not  like  anything  I  had  felt  before.   So,  it  was,  I  could  hear 
sounds  like  something  breaking  or  loose  exploding. 

PW:   That  was  close  to  you,  or 

OH:    Yeah,  yeah. 

PW:   What  kind  of  sound? 

OH:    It  was  like  loud  sounds  or  something  breaking  or  loose  or  tearing  up. 
That's  why  I  didn't  realize  that  it  was  an  earthquake,  at  the  time,  that 
it  was  the  earthquake. 

PW:   What  did  you  think  was  happening? 

OH:    Well,  I  didn't  know.    I  thought  maybe,  I  knew  the  structure  was  falling, 
and  like  I  say,  I  didn't  know  if  we  were  being  bombed.   I  don't  know,  it's 
just  that  I  knew  that  something  real  drastic  was  happening. 

PW:    You  ever  been  in  an  earthquake  when  you  were  in  a  car? 

OH:    No,  not  like  this.   I  mean,  I've  been  in  the  car  and  they  say  we  had  an 
earthquake,  but  I've  never  felt  one  like  this. 

PW:    When  you  looked  up  in  front  again,  let  me  ask  you  this,  did  you  see  where 
that  motion,  up  and  down  motion,  started?  Or  you  just  looked  up  and  you 
saw  that  up  and  down  motion  coming  at  you? 

OH:    It  was  like  it  was  coming  at  me,  like  the  freeway  had  just  lifted  up  and 
was  coming  at  me  and  from  behind  and  was  coming  at  me  from  in  front. 

PW:    Did  you  see  the  motion  of  the  vehicles  in  front  when  that  up  and  down 
motion  struck  them? 

OH:    No,  I  lost  all  contact  with  other 

PW:   You  probably  were  more  concerned  about  yourself  at  that  point. 

OH:    Yes.  The  only  thing  I  was,  I  just  knew  I  could  not  hit  anything, 

hopefully,  and  if  nothing  would  hit  me,  I  could  stop  the  car  I  would  be 
OK. 

PW:    Well,  ,1  believe  that's  all  I  have  to  ask  of  you,  and  I  really 

appreciate  your  help  in  this  interview.  You  remember  quite  a  lot  and 
really  is  going  to  help  our  investigators. 

OH:    Well,  I  hope  I  was  helpful. 

PW:    I'm  going  to  end  this  interview  at  approximately  1823  hours. 
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D-39,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  #7207,  on  . 

November  6.  1989,  at  approximately  1405  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 
.  j  Alameda.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JN:  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  CHP. 
SL: 

JM:  can  you  just  state  your  name  for  me  please? 

SL: 

JM:  what  is  your  date  of  birth? 

SL: 

JM:   This  is  your  residence  address  here  at 
SL:  Yes. 

JM:   What  is  your  home  phone  number  here? 
SL: 

JM:    I  think  your  driver's  license  number  is 
SL:   That  is  right. 
JM:    How  tall  are  you, 
SL:  5'4". 

JM:   How  much  do  you  weigh?  . 
SL:  120. 

JM:   You  have  black  hair  and  brown  eyes? 
SL:  Yes. 

JM:    I  am  going  to  ask  you  about  the  day  of  the  earthquake  and  on  the  1-880 
Cypress  structure.   Now,  where  you  a  passenger  in  the  car  or"  were  you 
driving? 

SL:  I  was  driving. 

JM:  Oh,  you  were  driving  the  car?  Whose  car  was  this? 

SL:  My  husband's  and  mine,  I  guess.  We  just  bought  it  two  weeks  ago. 

JM:  What  is  your  husband's  name? 
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SL: 


SL:  Yes. 

JN:   This  a  1989? 


JM:  What  color  is  the  car? 

SL:  Black. 

JM:  Black? 

SL:  Yes. 

JN:  How  long  had  you  had  the  car? 

SL:  We  bought  it  October  1. 

JN:  October  1?  So,  not  very  long.  Who  was  your  insurance  company? 


JN:  Your  direction  of  travel  was  southbound? 

SL:  Yes. 

JN:   You  were  on  the  upper  level? 

SL:    I  was  coming  from  San  Francisco.   I  was  driving  from  work  to  home.  Early 
also,  (inaudible). 

JN:   Go  ahead,  tell  me  what  happened, 

SL:    It  happened  right  after  the  Bay  Bridge,  I  think.   It  was  only  two  or  three 
minutes  after  1  got  out  of  the  Bay  Bridge  and  then  the  road  started 
swaying.   I  thought  something  was  wrong  with  the  car,  because  it  is  new. 
I'm  not  used  to  it  yet.   I  tried  the  steering  wheel  with  no  response.  I 
think  I  immediately  hit  the  brakes  a  little  bit  and  very  fast,  just  two  or 
three  seconds,  my  car  hit,  bam  the  car  in  front  of  me.  After  the  impact  I 
realized  that  it  was  an  earthquake.   Because  the  road  had  just  broken  into 
pieces  in  front  of  me  and  behind  me.   In  my  section,  there  was  only, 
amazingly,  I  wonder  why  at  that  time,  there  was  only  three  cars.  Three  to 
four.   I'm  sure  there  was  a  car  in  front  of  me.  The  car  in  front  of  me 
there  was  two  cars,  and  maybe  a  third  or  fourth  car  to  my  right.   But  all 
the  cars  ended  up  on  the  right-hand  lane.  We  all  ended  up  in  the 
right-hand  corner  together.  We  all  ended  up  smashed  together.   But  no  car 
hit  my  back,  so  I  was  the  last  car.   Right  after  the  impact,  according  to 
a  doctor,  I  may  have  a  concussion.   I  don't  remember,  I  thought  I  was 
conscious  the  whole  time.   But  my  body  from  my  waist  upward  hurt  very 
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badly,  so  I  got  very  scared.  There  was  smoke  coming  from  my  engine.  I 
heard  a  woman  screaming.   I  know  it  is  not  safe  to  stay  in  the  car  but  I 
hurt  too  bad.   I  kept  thinking,  "should  I  stay  here."  Finally,  I  got  out 
and  I  remember  a  man  came  over  to  the  right-hand  side  of  my  car  and  told 
me  that  a  woman  was  trapped  and  that  she  was  killed  or  something.   I  was 
very  scared.    I  didn't  know  what  to  do.    I  was  just  froze  there.    I  was 
listening  to  him  and  then  he  turned  back  and  walked  away.  Then,  people 
from  a  nearby  building  came  out.  They  were  just  on  the  side  of  the 
freeway,  and  calling  me  and  telling  me  to  climb  down  now,  because  it  was 
very  unsafe  to  stay  on  the  freeway  because  of  the  aftershock  and  the 
freeway  may  collapse  some  more.   So,  I  walked  towards  the  railing  and  saw 
them  down  there.  My  section  of  the  freeway  wasn't  very  high,  so  I  didn't 
need  a  ladder  or  a  rope  to  climb  down.   So,  I  climbed  over  the  railing  and 
lowered  my  feet.  They  were  able  to  catch  hold  of  my  feet  and  help  me  to 
climb  down.    It  was  like  that  far,  15  feet,  maybe. 

JM:  You're  pointing  to  the  lamp  there? 

SL:  No,  the  railing. 

JM:  Oh,  the  railing  here,  this  railing? 

SL:  Yeah.  . 

JM:  So,  maybe  ten  feet  from  ... 

SL:  I'd  say  maybe  a  little  more.   Maybe  15  feet. 

JM:  15  feet  from  where  the  top  portion  collapsed  down  to  the  street  surface? 

SL:   Yes.   The  street  level  ...  the  lower  level  wasn't  that  high  on  that 
section.  On  the  part  of  the  freeway,  at  the  very  beginning,  I  think. 
Where  it  collapsed  down  lower,  it  was  just  like  15  feet  maximum.  Because 
I  remember  when  I  climbed  over,  they  were  just  able  to  catch  my  feet  and 
then  I  just  held  onto  their  heads  and  climbed  down. 

JM:    Let  me  go  through  some  questions  here  and  maybe  we  can  clarify  some  of 
this.   Were  you  alone  in  the  car? 


JM:   Are  you  required  to  wear  glasses  or  contact  lenses  when  you  drive? 
SL:   Yes,  I  was  wearing  glasses. 
JM:   You  were  wearing  glasses? 


JM:    Prior  to  the  incident,  were  you  in  good  health?  Good  physical  health? 


SL: 


Yes. 


SL: 


Yes. 


SL: 


Yes. 
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JM:   Prior  to  the  incident,  were  you  taking  any  medication  or  drugs,  or 
alcohol? 

SL:  No 

JM:   None.  The  car  was  brand  new  so  the  mechanical  condition  of  the  car,  you 
just  picked  it  up  some  twelve  days  earlier.   So,  it  was  in  good  mechanical 
condition  was  it? 

SL:  Yes. 

JM:   Do  you  know  where  the  vehicle  is  now? 

SL:   It  is  in  Oakland  somewhere.  My  husband  knows  because  I  didn't  bother  with 
that.   He  told  me,  but  I  don't  remember.    It  is  in  Oakland,  A  and  B  Tow? 

JM:   A  and  B  Tow? 

SL:    Is  that  one? 

JM:   There  is  a  garage  there.   Could  you  tell  me  what  kind  of  damage  your  car 
sustained? 

SL:   At  the  time  I  only  left  the  car  right  after  the  accident.   I  didn't  bother 
to  look  around.   But  what  I  could  see  the  front  seat  was  all  ... 

JM:   The  front  end? 

SL:   Yeah,  the  front  end  was  all  smashed  in. 

JM:   The  front  end  was  smashed  in,  pretty  good  damage? 

SL:   Yes.   Smoke  was  coming  up  from  the  engine.  When  my  husband  went  to  the 
garage  to  see  it,  he  was  trying  to  locate  the  car,  he  said  the  left-hand 
side  two  tires  were  kind  of  tilted  upwards. 

JM:   On  the  left  side? 

SL:   Yes.  The  left  side.  The  two  wheels. 

JM:   How  often  would  you  say  you  travel  this  route?  Frequently,  every  day? 

SL:   Not  everyday,  but  frequently.  That  our  only  ...  whenever  we  go  to  San 
Francisco  or  back  we  take  this  route. 

JM:  So,  you  go  to  work  everyday;  practically  everyday  that  way. 

SL:  But  sometimes  I  drive.   But  mostly  I  take  BART. 

JM:  But  you  would  say  you  travel  frequently  that  way? 

SL:  Frequently,  yes. 
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JM:   You  were  travelling  from  San  Francisco  and  how  would  you  describe  the 
traffic  conditions;  light,  moderate,  or  heavy? 

SL:   At  that  time? 

JM:  Yes. 

SL:    I  would  say  light,  because  after  that  thing,  our  section  was  from  here  to 
probably  the  piano,  twenty  feet,  there  was  only  three  cars. 

JM:    Prior  to  the  earthquake,  which  lane  were  you  in? 

SL:  I  normally  drive  in  the  second  lane  from  the  left.  Not  the  fast  lane. 
The  fast  lane  is  the  first  lane  to  the  left. 

JM:  So,  the  one  to  the  right  of  that? 

SL:  Next  to  it.    I  was  driving  about  60. 

JM:  About  60? 

SL:  Yes. 

JM:  You  were  in  the  second  lane  from  the  left? 

SL:  Yes,  and  we  all  ended  up  in  the  first  lane  to  the  right. 

JM:   You  were  the  only  one  in  your  car.   Where  were  you  would  you  say  when  the 
earthquake  began  as  far  as  a  cross  reference  or  a  cross  street? 

SL:   The  tow  company  said  the  car  was  towed  from  32nd,  because  I  had  no  idea 
what  part  of  the  structure  I  was  in.   I  remember  it  was  just  right  after 
the  Bay  Bridge. 

JM:   Right  after  you  make  a  big  circle? 

SL:   Yeah.   Right  after  the  toll  on  the  left  side  Bay  Bridge  and  then  I  started 
climbing  up. 

JM:   The  ramp? 

SL:   To  take  1-880.   Right  after  that.    It  was  probably  two  minutes. 

JM:   Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near 
you?  Descriptions  of  the  vehicles? 

SL:  I  only  remember  the  car  in  front  of  me  was  not  a  sedan  or  not  a  sports 
car.  It  was  something  like  a  station  wagon,  not  a  station  wagon  but  a 
small  van. 

JM:   A  van? 

SL:   Not  a  van.   Do  you  know  those  Nissan  Pathfinders.   Something  like  that 
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kind.  Actually  the  woman  in  front  of  me  after  we  climbed  down,  we  both 
complained  of  back  pain. 

JM:   The  woman  in  front  of  you.   You  are  speaking  of  this  van-type  of  thing. 

SL:  Yes.  I  didn't  even  realize  what  kind  of  car  it  was.  When  we  were  down 
there  waiting  for  an  ambulance,  she  was  saying  that  her  car,  she  has  a 
description,  I  don't  remember. 

JM:  Do  you  remember  what  color  it  was? 

SL:  Kind  of  a  maroon  or  brown. 

JM:  That  was  the  one  directly  in  front  of  you? 

SL:  Right.  Then,  the  car  in  front  of  her,  I  don't  remember  at  all. 

JM:  So,  this  is  the  only  car  that  you  remember? 

SL:  Right. 

JM:  Is  this  the  car  that  you  eventually  wound  up  into?  This  van-type  of  thing 
you  are  talking  about? 

SL:  Rights 

JM:   Do  you  recall  the  number  of  occupants  in  that  car,  that  van? 

SL:    I  think  she  was  alone,  too.   Because  when  we  were  waiting  she  was  saying 
she  was  going  to  Laney  College.   She  was  on  her  way  to  College.  Laney 
College  in  Oakland. 

JM:   What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

SL:   When  the  road  started  swaying  like  this. 

JM:   Now  you  are  making  a  motion  with  your  hand  from  side  to  side. 

SL:    From  side  to  side. 

JM:   That  is  what  first  happened? 

SL:   Right.   I  thought  the  car  was  out  of  control.   It  is  a  new  car.   I  thought 
maybe  something  mechanical  was  wrong  with  it.  Then,  I  tried  the  steering 
wheel,  there  was  no  effect.   So,  I  know  something  is  wrong,  but  right 
after  that,  I  think  the  impact  occurred.   So,  I,  someone  told  me  the 
earthquake  lasted  for  15  seconds.   It  didn't  seem  to  last  that  long  to 
me.   It  only  lasted  maybe  three  seconds  and  down. 

JM:   So,  you  said  the  roadway  was  going  from  side  to  side? 

SL:   Yes,  it  was  going  from  side  to  side. 
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JM:   What  severity  and  distance  would  you  say  from  side  to  side?  Could  you  say 
in  feet? 

SL:    Probably  two  feet. 

JM:    From  side  to  side? 

SL:   Quite  lengthy. 

JM:    It  was? 

SL:  Yes. 

JM:   What  did  you  do  then  when  that  started?  Did  you  try  to  brake,  steer, 
change  lanes? 

SL:    I  thought  something  was  wrong  with  the  car.    I  didn't  realize  it  was  an 
earthquake.  Then,  I  was  still  holding  on  and  I  tried  the  steering  wheel  a 
little  bit  to  see  if  it  worked.   It  didn't  of  course,  and  then  I  thought  I 
checked  the  gear  box,  the  hand  brake  and  nothing  was  wrong  with  it.  Then, 
I  looked  up  again,  maybe  one  second  afterwards,  then  bam. 

JM:  You  hit. 

SL:  Yes. 

JM:  You  hit  the  car  in  front  of  you. 

SL:  Yes. 

JM:  Did  you  put  on  the  brakes  at  all? 

SL:  I  think  so.   Just  out  of  instinct,  I  guess?  When  something  is  wrong,  you 
just  hit  the  brakes. 

JM:    But  did  you  ... 

SL:   But  not  very  much,  a  little  bit. 

JM:   Could  you  tell  me  what  the  other  vehicles  around  you  did,  or  could  you 
say? 

SL:  No. 

JM:    Could  you  recall  what  the  van  did  that  you  hit? 
SL:  No. 

JM:    After  you  determined  that  something  was  wrong  and  you  say  you  saw  the 
freeway  shaking,  what  happened  then? 

SL:   Right  after  the  freeway  started  shaking,  maybe  it  was  just  one  second  and 
we  hit.   All  the  cars  ended  up  in  the  right-hand  lane  and  we  hit  each 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  hia- 
other. 

JM:   Do  you  recall  how  far  in  front  of  you  that  van  was  prior  to  the 

earthquake?  Or  do  you  recall  even  seeing  it  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

SL:    I  didn't  recall  seeing  it  before  the  earthquake. 

JM:   Do  you  recall  seeing  any  other  cars  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

SL:    I  knew  there  were  cars,  but  can't  really  tell  you  what  kind  of  car,  who 
was  driving  it,  or  how  many  people  were  in  it. 

JM:   You  said  your  car  came  to  rest,  you  believe,  around  32nd  Street,  then. 

SL:  Yes. 

JM:   Up  against  the  van? 

SL:   Yes.   If  I  go  back  there  again  then  I  will  remember  because  when  I  climbed 
down  they  let  me  lie  down  and  wait  for  the  ambulance  and  it  was  in  front 
of  a  business  building.    It  was  a  kind  of  cream  color  building  with  a  gate 
in  front.    It  has  a  small  parking  lot  and  there  is  a  debris  box  right  next 
to  the  gate.   I  was  lying  next  to  the  debris  box. 

JM:   Would  that  be  on  your  right  side  of  the  freeway? 

SL:   The  right  side  of  the  freeway. 

JM:   The  west  side  of  the  freeway? 

SL:  Right. 

JM:   How  did  you  get  out  of  your  car? 
SL:   I  just  got  out  myself. 

m 

JM:   Was  the  door  able  to  open? 
SL:  Yes. 

JM:   You  got  out  the  left  side? 
SL:  Right. 

JM:   Tell  me  about  your  injuries  again.   You  were  ... 

SL:   Compression  fracture  of  my  lumbar  section  of  the  vertebrae.  The  second 
piece  down  to  ... 

JM:    Fracture,  huh?  At  the  time  you  were  driving,  were  you  using  your  seatbelt 
system? 

SL:  Yes. 


U/ORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

:380  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS 


JM:   You  were.   What  kind  does  that  car  have? 
SL:    It  1s  automatic.   When  you  close  the  door. 
JM:    It  automatically  ... 

SL:   Right.    It  fastens  the  seatbelt  for  you.    In  fact  I  have  a  cut  to  my  neck 
by  the  seatbelt.   It  is  all  healed  now. 

JM:  So,  you,  after  you  got  out  of  the  car,  you  told  me  about  getting  off  of 
the  freeway  there  and  it  wasn't  really  too  far  and  you  were  assisted  by 
some  people? 

SL:  Right.   There  were  three  or  four  men. 

JM:  Did  you  get  their  names  by  any  chance? 

SL:  No. 

JM:  Do  you  know  where  these  men  came  from,  which  building? 

SL:    I  know  they  came  from  the  buildings  to  my  right.   But  I  don't  know  exactly 
which  building.   But  after  I  lie  down,  a  lot  of  woman  came  from  the 
business  I  was  telling  you,  the  cream  colored  building,  from  that 
building,  and  they  were  just  comforting  us. 

JM:   The  cream  building,  and  that  is  the  building  with  the  gate,  the  gate  and 
the  little  bit  of  parking  area. 

SL:  Right. 

JM:  There  were  no  other  occupants.  Then,  you  were  transported  to  a  hospital? 
SL:  Yes. 

JM:    By  ambulance? 
SL:  Right. 

JM:   Which  hospital  did  you  go  to? 
SL:    Saint  Rose. 
JM:    Saint  Rose? 
SL:    In  Hayward. 

JM:   Do  you  recall  the  name  of  the  insurance  or  ambulance  company  that 
transported  you? 

SL:   No.  There  was  an  ambulance,  a  van,  not  really  an  ambulance  took  us  to  the 
operational  headquarters.   I  think  it  was  a  temporary.   There  were  a  lot 
of  cots,  a  lot  of  ambulances  were  there.  Took  us  there  first,  and  then 
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they  transferred  us  over  to  this  ambulance.  This  is  the  second  ambulance 
that  took  us  to  Saint  Rose. 

JM:  Is  that  where  you  requested  to  go?  To  Saint  Rose? 

SL:  No. 

JM:  But  that  is  where  they  took  you? 

SL:  Yes. 

JM:  Then,  you  were  treated  at  Saint  Rose  Hospital.   How  long  were  you  at  Saint 
Rose? 

SL:  I  was  released  on  Saturday. 

JM:  This  last  Saturday? 

SL:  No. 

JM:  The  Saturday  after. 

SL:  So,  four  days. 

JM:.  Can  you  tell  me  what  happened  to  the  occupants  of  the  vehicles  around 
you?  You  described  the  van. 

SL:    I  only  remember  the  van  and  then  there  was  a  car  in  front  of  her  and  maybe 
a  fourth  vehicle  on  my  left  in  front.  The  car  actually  hit  the  freeway. 

JM:  You  don't  remember  what  color  that  vehicle  was? 

SL:  No. 

JM:  That  would  be  to  your  left  in  front  of  your  car? 

SL:  Right. 

JM:  Do  you  recall  about  the  occupants  of  the  van?  What  happened  to  that  lady? 

SL:   She  climbed  down  herself,  I  believe  because  I  was  the  first  one  from  my 
section  to  climb  down  and  then  they  laid  me  down  in  the  parking  lot  in 
front  of  that  cream  building.   Soon,  maybe  twenty  minutes  later,  the  woman 
came  down  and  she  complained  about  back  pain,  too.   She  was  laying  next  to 
me,  to  my  left,  and  she  was  telling  me  that  she  was  in  front  of  me. 

JM:    I  see,  so  you  were  conversing  with  her  then? 

SL:   Yes.   We  were  just  ... 

JM:   So,  you  got  down  first.  Are  you  aware  of  any  of  the  occupants  of  the 
vehicles  around  you  on  the  freeway  that  are  still  missing  or  anything? 
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SL:  No. 

JM:   Could  you  describe  to  me  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

SL:    I  think  it  was  a  forward  and  then  a  downward  motion  when  the  freeway 
collapsed.   Because  we  all  were  like  pushed  this  way. 

JM:   Did  the  freeway  collapse  more  to  your  right  or  more  to  your  left? 

SL:    I  believe  my  right,  because  I  usually  drive  not  in  the  right-hand  lane, 
that  is  the  slowest  lane.   I  was  driving  in  the  second  lane  to  my  left  and 
then  we  ended  up  all  in  the  right-hand  lane. 

JM:    You  describe  the  motion  of  the  structure  is  sideways,  side  to  side. 

SL:    At  the  beginning. 

JM:   What  was  the  first  indication  that  you  had  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling? 

SL:   When  I  climbed  down. 

JM:   That  is  a  fair  answer. 

SL:    I  only  realized  that  there  was  an  impact,  because  I  was  holding  onto  my 
steering  wheel  and  then  bam,  my  car  hit  in  front.   I  didn't  know  the 
freeway  fell  onto  the  lower  section.  Then,  when  I  climbed  down,  the  two 
sections  that  I  could  see,  were  like  pancakes.  Then,  a  girl  climbed  out 
from  the  lower  section  and  she  was  the  third  person  waiting  for  an 
ambulance  with  me. 

JM:   Do  you  recall,  what  kind  of  a  car,  she  came  out  of? 

SL:    Because  she  came  out  of  the  lower  section,  there  was  no  way  that  we  could 
see  inside. 

JM:    It  was  pretty  well  crushed  there. 

SL:   She  was  the  other  one  that  they  sent  to  Saint  Rose,  too.  There  were  three 
of  us  in  the  ambulance  going  to  Saint  Rose  Hospital. 

JM:    I  think  that  that  is  just  about  going  to  cover  it,  then.   You  have 

.   You  don't  recall  any  of  the  names  of  the  individuals  that 
helped  you,  at  all . 

SL:  No. 

JM:    I  think  that  will  do  it  then,  I  will  stop  the  tape  at  1428  hours.  Thank 
you. 
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D-40,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  3.  1989.  at  approximately  0930  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present: 

Identification: 

SM:     Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
KD: 

SM:    What  I  want  you  to  do  is  just,  from  the  time  that  you  left,  if  you  were 
coming  from  Treasure  Island  or  wherever  you  were  coming  from,  to  start 
with  that  time  and  just  lead  me  all  the  way  through,  all  that  you 
remember,  until  the  time  you  got  to  the  hospital. 

KD:    I  left  from  work  and  I  can't  tell  you  exactly  what  time.    I  left  early 
that  day.    I  remember  there  was  hardly  any  traffic.   I  thought  that  was 
great. 

SM:    Where  do  you  work? 

KD:    In  San  Francisco,  I  work  on  the  corner.   There  was  no 

traffic.    It  was  really  great.    I  just  ...  instead  of  coming  home,  I  was 
going  to  go  to  Alameda  to  the  Navy  Air  Station  to  the  PX  there.   All  I 
remember  is  driving  along  and  I  was  in  the  right  hand  lane  and  I  thought  I 
had  a  blowout  because  the  car  bounced  in  the  air.   When  it  came  back  down, 
apparently  the  road  had  already  fallen  and  the  car  bounced  further.  It 
had  to  come  further  down  and  when  it  hit  the  bottom,  it  bounced  up  again. 
It  bounced  really  high  this  time.   As  I  was  bouncing,  I  looked  around 
because  I  thought  I  was  the  only  one  that  it  was  happening  to.   Then,  I 
saw  that  everybody  else  was  having  a  hard  time,  and  I  thought  it  was  a 
bomb.   I  didn't  even  think  of  an  earthquake.   When  the  car  came  back  down, 
1t  was  going  to  hit  right  on  the  side  of  the  freeway  and  apparently  that 
was  crumbling;  so  when  it  came  back  down  it  went  with  the  crumble  off  the 
side  of  the  freeway.    I  landed  with  the  nose  down  of  the  car  and  the 
rear-end  up  in  the  air  on  top  of  a  bunch  of  concrete. 

SM:    On  which  side  of  the  freeway? 

KD:    On  the  right  side. 

SM:    You  came  down  on  the  right  side? 

KD:    Urn-hum.   When  I  realized  that  I  was  still  alive,  because  I  thought  I  was 
going  to  die,  I  tried  to  get  out  of  the  car.   My  seatbelt  was  still  on  and 
I  couldn't  get  out  of  the  car  and  so  I  started  freaking  out,  and  I  was 
yelling  but  the  windows  were  up  ...  so  that  was  real  smart!   Anyway,  these 
two  men  came  out  of  the  building  across  the  street,  or  from  beside  it,  I 
don't  know.   They  were  Mexican  and  I  couldn't  understand  what  they  were 
saying  and  they  were  beating  on  the  car  and  he  wanted  me  to  roll  down  the 
window.   Then,  they  pulled  me  out  through  the  window  and  got  me  across  the 
street.   The  car  was  already  on  fire.   When  I  got  across  the  street,  it 
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just  went  up  in  flames.   I  kind  of  wandered  around  down  there  for  a  few 
minutes.   I  saw  a  policeman  on  a  motorcycle  and  asked  him  ...  because  I 
didn't  even  know  it  was  an  earthquake  still.   I  asked  him  what  happened 
and  he  told  me  it  was  an  earthquake  and  to  just  sit  down  until  the 
ambulances  could  come,  but  it  would  be  a  while.   A  passerby,  a  woman  who 
...I  kind  of  was  wandering  around  in  a  daze,  because  I  knew  I  was  hurt. 
A  woman  was  walking  by,  and  said  her  car  was  up  the  street.   I  don't 
remember  if  her  car  was  on  the  off -ramp  or  on  the  street  and  she  said,  "I 
could  take  you  to  the  hospital.",  and  she  grabbed  me.  Now  she  tells  me 
there's  someone  else  went  with  us,  but  I  don't  remember  the  other  person. 
She  said  she  took  another  woman  to  the  hospital  too.   I've  talked  to  her 
since  then.   She  took  us  to  Kaiser,  Oakland.   I  walked  in  to  the  emergency 
and  they  took  me  right  away. 


SM:    How  long  did  you  stay  at  Kaiser? 

KD:    24  hours.   A  little  more  than  24  hours,  a  little  less  than  24  hours.  They 
said  I  had  broken  ribs  and  a  bruised  heart  and  my  ...  they  had  not  done 
anything  to  my  eye,  but  my  eye  was  hemorrhaging.   I  just  had  bruises  from 
head  to  toe. 

SM:  How  often  do  you  travel  that  route? 

KD:  To  Alameda?  At  least  twice  a  week. 

SN:  About  the  same  time,  around  5  o'clock,  5:30? 

KD:  Usually  after  work,  yeah. 

SM:  What  time  do  you  normally  get  off  work? 

KD:  Around  five. 

SM:  You  said  the  traffic  was  light.   Is  that  unusual?  Did  it  seem  ... 

KD:   It  seemed  ...  well,  of  course,  I  probably  left  around,  between  20  rr 
quarter  to  five.   Somebody  at  work  could  probably  tell  me,  but  I  don't 
remember  exactly  what  time.   Because  I  wanted  to  get  to  the  Exchange 
before  ...  I  was  picking  up  a  layaway  and  that  takes  time  and  I  wanted  to 
get  there  before  it  closed.   It  was  really,  it  seemed  to  me,  light  for 
that  time  of  day.   Usually  I  have  to  wait  to  even  get  on  the  on-ramp  and 
that  day  I  just  went  straight  through. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  travelling  in  when  you  were  on  880?  The 
far  left  lane  would  be  the  #1  lane,  and  the  ... 

KD:  No,  I  was  on  the  right. 

SM:  In  the  furthest  right  hand  lane,  or  the  one  next  to  it. 

KD:  I  believe  I  was  in  the  furthest. 

SM:  So,  the  slowest  lane? 
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KD:  Yeah. 

SM:  About  how  fast  do  you  think  traffic  was  going? 

KD:  Probably  normal  speed;  probably  55,  probably  60. 

SM:  Were  you  going  about  the  same  speed  then? 

KD:  Yeah. 

SM:  There  were  no  other  passengers  in  your  car,  right? 

KD:  No. 

SM:  So,  probably  from  where  we  can  pinpoint  it  according  to  the  map,  you  were 
probably  somewhere  about  maybe  24th  Street  when  it  started? 

KD:    I  don't  know.   I  can't  remember. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  anything  about  the  other  cars  on  the  freeway  that  were  near 
you  before  anything  went  wrong? 

KD:    I  tell  everybody  I  remember  this  car  that  had  been  ...  he  kept  dodging  in 
and  out  traffic.    It  was  like  a  little  Datsun  or  something.   He  had  just 
pulled  in  front  of  me  and  I  think  like  his  car  went  right  into  the  rear  of 
this  van  in  front  of  him  when  it  happened.    I  remember  looking  around  and 
seeing  that,  that  this  car  had  hit  the  back  of  this  van. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  the  color  of  the  Datsun? 

KD:    I  just  remember  it  being  dark.   But  I  remember  thinking  he  was  such  a  jerk 
because  of  darting  in  and  out  of  ... 

SM:    Just  one  male  driver? 

KD:  Yeah. 

SM:    Do  you  recall,  white,  black? 
KD:    He  was  white. 

C,M:    What  was  your  first  ...  when  did  you  first  think  something  was  unusual, 
something  was  wrong? 

KD:    When  my  car  went  up  in  the  air.   I  mean,  that  was  it!    I  ...  I  was  just 
driving  along  listening  to  the  radio  and  my  car  just  bounced. 

SM:    Did  you  actually  feel  1t?   I  mean,  did  it  lift  up? 

KD:    Urn -hum. 

SM:    Did  you  feel  any  side  to  side  motion  at  all?  Any  pulls  to  the  left  or  to 
the  right? 
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KD:   Ny  car  was  bouncing.   I  didn't  feel  any  pulls. 
SN:    Did  you  look  down  the  freeway  and  see  anything? 

KD:    When  I  came  back  down,  I  looked  around  and  that's  when  I  saw  that  every 
...  I  was  looking  at  the  other  cars.   I  wasn't  looking  at  the  freeway. 
Then,  I  saw  that  the  cars  were  going  all  different  ways  so  I  knew  it 
wasn't  just  me.   But  I  still  didn't  think  it  was  an  earthquake. 

SN:    So,  you  saw  the  Datsun  go  into  the  back  of  a  van.  Do  you  recall  anything 
about  the  van? 

KD:  No,  nothing  whatever. 

SM:  What  did  you  do  when  your  car  started  bouncing? 

KD:  I  tried  to  get  it  under  control.   I  know  that  sounds  stupid,  but  I  did! 

SN:  Sounds  reasonable  to  me!    I  think  I'd  try  for  that,  yeah. 

KD:    I  thought  I  was  having  a  blowout  and  I  was  thinking  of  all  the  things 

people  tell  you  what  to  do  in  a  blowout.   I  tried  to  remain  calm,  but  then 
when  ...  when  I  wasn't  hitting  the  ground  when  I  thought  I  should  and  it 
went  down  further  and  then  when  I  bounced  back  up,  it  was  just  like,  well, 
I  thought  I  was  going  to  die. 

SN:    Do  you  recall  going  through  the  guardrail  at  all,  on  the  side? 

KD:    I  remember!    I  remember  all  that  ...  everything,  yeah.   Going  through  it 
and  just  thinking  this  is  it. 

SN:    You  said  that  it  started  to  crumble,  so  you  actually  didn't  run  into  it. 
But  you  landed  and  it  just  kind  of  gave  away  underneath  you? 

KD:   Yeah.   I  think  that's  what  it  was.   I  don't  think  my  car  went  through  the 
front  of  the  guard  ...  it's  real  hard  to  distinguish  between  it,  but  I 
think  it  just  crumbled  like  right  ...  .1  think  my  car  came  down  right  as 
the  side  of  the  freeway  where  it  was  crumbling  and  just  rode  the  crumble 
down.   It's  what  it  felt  like.   Because  I  don't  recall  any  hard  impact. 
Even  when  I  fell,  there  wasn't  a  real  hard  impact  like  you  were  hitting 
that  far  down.   It  wasn't  like  that.   It  was  like  ...  it  was  almost  like 
it  cushioned  my  fall,  the  concrete. 

SN:    How  did  the  vehicle  end  up?  How  did  your  car  end  up? 

KD:    With  the  nose,  the  front,  down  and  the  rear  like  this. 

SN:    On  the  rubble? 

KD:  Yes. 

SN:    It  wasn't  actually  on  the  street  level?   It  was  just  on  the  rubble  of  the 
freeway? 
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KD:    No,  1t  was  a  couple,  maybe  two  feet  off  the  street  with  all  the  concrete. 
I  had  to  climb  up  the  concrete  to  open  the  door. 

SM:    Did  you  see  any  other  cars  come  down  with  yours? 

KD:    No.   I  remember  there  was  a  Hertz  ...  I  think  it  was  a  Hertz  or  a  Budget 
rent-a-truck.   It  looked  like  it  had  come  down,  but  I  don't  know  if  it  did 
or  not.   But  it  was  like  on  the  side  where  something  had  fallen  on  it  and 
crushed  it. 

SM:    You  came  down  ...  then  if  you  were  going  southbound,  then  you  came  down  to 
your  right?  The  right  side  of  the  freeway? 

KD:    Yes,  urn- hum. 

SM:    So,  that  would  have  been  the  west  side.   How  did  you  feel  you  were  injured 
at  the  time? 

KD:    I  just  knew  my  chest  hurt  and  my  legs  hurt.   My  legs  had  swollen  instantly 
and  I  remember  my  arm  hurt  because  all  I  could  think  of,  when  I  was  going 
off  the  side,  was  to  keep  from  the  steering  wheel  so  I  was  pushing  on  the 
steering  wheel  to  keep  from  going  through  the  windshield.   That's  all  I 
knew;  that  my  chest  really  hurt. 

SM:    How  was  the  damage  on  the  car?   I  mean,  did  the  doors  get  crushed  in  so 
you  couldn't  open  them? 

KD:    It  didn't  look  ...  it's  real  hard  to  tell  because  as  soon  as  we  were 

across  the  street,  it  went  up  in  flames.  I  don't  know  if  it  was  blocked 
or  what,  why  I  couldn't  open  the  door.  I  don't  remember  the  doors  being 
smashed  in. 

SM:    How  about  your  seatbelt?  Did  you  try  to  release  your  seatbelt? 

KD:    At  first  I  didn't.    I  wasn't  even  thinking  about  it.   It  came  off.  I  mean, 
I  had  no  trouble  with  it. 

SM:    Where  did  the  fire  in  the  car  start?   In  the  engine  compartment? 

KD:   Yes,  in  the  front. 

SM:    So,  these  two  Mexican  males  ...  did  you  get  their  names  by  any  chance? 
KD:    No.  They  were  gone  like  that!  They  were  up  on  top  of  the  freeway  again. 
SM:    But  you  think  they  came  from  a  brick  building? 

KD:    Yeah.  There  was  a  red  brick  building  on  the  corner.  They  either  came 
from  alongside  it  ...  it  was  like  a  warehouse  across  the  street  from 
that.   It  was  kind  of  deserted  and  I  figured  it  must  have  been  factories 
or  something  that  they  must  have  let  out  earlier.  There  wasn't  that  many 
people  down  there. 
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SM:  So,  they  came  over  and  got  you  out  through  the  driver's  side  window? 

KD:  Urn- hum. 

SM:  Then,  they  just  ... 

KD:  They  brought  me  across  the  street,  because  I  couldn't  hardly  walk.  Then 

•  •  • 

SM:    On  the  same  side  of  the  street  or  underneath  the  freeway? 

KD:    On  the  same  side  of  the  street.  They  kind  of  sat  me  down  on  the  steps  of 
this  building  and  then  they  were  gone. 

SM:    Did  you  see  them  go  back  up  on  the  structure? 

KD:    I  really  wasn't  paying  attention,  but  I  just  took  it  for  granted  they  did 
because  they  were  gone!   There  were  a  lot  of  people  up  there. 

SM:   How  long  do  you  think  you  waited  until  the  lady  came  to  take  you  to  the 
hospital? 

KD:    Oh,  probably  a  good  30  minutes. 

SM:    She  was  just  a  person  driving  by?  Or  ... 

KD:    She,  I  think  ...  she  lives  in  Alameda.   I  think  she  was  just  driving  by. 
I'm  not  sure.   I  didn't  ask  her  that.   I  did  get  her  name,  and  I  did  ask 
her  that.   She  just  said  she  felt  like  she  had  to  do  something  and  she 
said  she  came  down  and  saw  me  and  I  guess  I  was  just  sitting  there,  like 
stunned.   But  my  legs  were  bleeding  and  I  was  holding  my  chest  and  she 
said  that  there  was  another  girl  who  was  walking  around  who  ended  up  with 
a  concussion  who  didn't  know  where  she  was  or  what  her  name  was  or 
anything.  She  grabbed  her  and  took  her  to  the  hospital. 

• 

SM:    We'll  get  her  name  later;  get  it  down  for  the  record.  We  don't  ne'e-  to 
worry  about  passengers.  The  only  motion  of  your  car  during  the  earthquake 
was  just  the  end  and  down? 

KD:    Yeah.   I  didn't  feel  any  side  to  side  movement. 

SM:    Probably  ...  the  12  hours  preceding  all  of  this,  had  you  consumed  any 

alcohol?  Taken  any  drugs  or  medication,  prescriptions  drugs  or  anything? 

KD:    Yeah.   I  take  Motrin  for  a  slipped  disc  and  (inaudible)  for  my  stomach, 
but  that's  all . 

SM:    How  about  vision  restrictions?  Do  you  have  any  kind  of  vision 
restrictions  while  you're  driving? 

KD:  No. 

SM:    You  don't  wear  contacts  or  glasses? 
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KD:  No. 

SM:    Prior  to  all  this  happening,  do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good 
health? 

KD:  Yeah. 

SM:    Your  injuries?  Can  you  give  me  what  they  diagnosed  all  your  injuries  at 
at  the  hospital? 

KD:    They  told  me  at  Kaiser  that  I  had  two  broken  ribs  and  a  bruised  heart  was 
all  they  told  me.   But  two  days  later,  they  took  me  from  here  to  the 
emergency  room  at  Letterman  where  they  ...  they  had  only  taken  a  chest 
x-ray  at  Kaiser.   They  x-rayed  my  whole  body  at  Letterman  and  they  told  me 
that  I  had  three  broken  ribs  and  multiple  fractures  and  I  had  bruised  ... 
What  did  she  say?  Multiple  cardiac  contusions,  which  is  a  bruised  heart. 
I  had  ...  my  eye  was  just  disgusting,  but  I  had  hemorrhages  in  my  eye  and 
just  ...  they  had  multiple  bruises.   I  was  lucky! 

SM:    Are  you  still  getting  treatment  then?  Going  back  for  check-ups  and  ... 

KD:    Then,  since  then,  I  was  having  trouble  with  headaches  and  they  found  that 
I  had  some  nerve  damage  in  the  back  of  my  neck  and  I'm  getting  these  nerve 
blocks  done,  at  Letterman,  for  that. 

SM:    What  we'd  like  to  do  ...  we  want  to  try  to  pin  down  the  types  of  injuries 
that  we're  seeing  on  this  and  if  possible,  we'd  like  to  get  a  copy  of  the 
medical  records  documenting  the  specific  injuries.   So,  maybe  if  I  can  get 
you  to  sign  a  medical  release  for  those  documents  from  Kaiser  and  then 
from  Letterman,  only  those  pertaining  to  the  earthquake.  We're  not  really 
concerned  about  any  of  your  other  medical  history,  but  it  would  only  be 
those  pertaining  to  this  incident.   I  have  a  couple  of  forms  with  me. 

KD:    Now  Kaiser,  I'm  sure  you'll  get  a  good  one.   Letterman,  I  can't  guarantee 
it  because  they  can't  find  half  my  records.   I  went  in  to  pick  up  my 
records.   You  have  to  pick  up  your  records  before  you  see  a  doctor  there 
and  when  I  went  in  to  pick  up  mine,. they  couldn't  find  them  the  other  day, 
so  they  had  to  make  new  ones. 

SM:    They  couldn't  find  your  ones  just  from  this  incident? 

KD:    They  couldn't  find  my  records  at  all  from  the  first  ...  what?  From  the 
first  two  times  I  was  there.  So,  they  had  to  make  a  whole  new  record. 
So,  if  they  found  it  in  the  meantime,  who  knows? 

SM:    Your  car  was  totalled,  obviously  burned.   Is  it  still  at  A&B  Tow?  Did 
your  insurance  company  just  turn  the  car  over  to  A&B  or  ... 

KD:    We  unfortunately  got  here  right  after  Proposition  103.  We  had  a 
horrendous  time  getting  insurance  because  we  didn't  have  California 
insurance.  This  agency  was  the  only  one  who  would  insure  us  and  they 
would  only  insure  us  for  liability  for  the  first  year.   Which  ...  they 


CALIFORNIA  HI6HWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-4ob 


said  after  the  first  year,  which  would  have  been  like  November  12th,  we 
would  have  been  able  to  have  full  coverage.   So,  we  ... 

SM:    Had  no  comprehensive  coverage  on  your  car? 

KD:    No.  We  have  no  comprehensive,  no. 

SM:    That's  too  bad. 

KD:    So,  it's  like  a  total  loss  for  us. 

SM:   Then,  it's  still  at  A&B  Tow  then.   Obviously  you're  not  going  to  want 
anything  else  ...  there's  not  much  you  can  retrieve  from  that  car!  I'm 
terminating  the  interview  at  this  time. 
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D-41,  and  P-41A  were  interviewed  by 

Investigator  John  McCarville,  #10290,  on  November  6,  1989,  at  approximately 
1115  hours.   The  interview  was  conducted  at  Union  City.  The 

statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that 
interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:   Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 

AG: 

JH: 

LG: 

JM:    Both  of  you  were  in  the  that's  out  here? 

AG:  Yes. 

JM:    License  If  you  could  now,  just  explain  to  me  what 

happened  the  day  of  the  earthquake. 

AG:    Well,  the  day  I  come  to  work  originally.   When  I  take  the  freeway  880,  I 
start  feeling  like  I  have  a  flat  tire.   So,  I  tell         just  to  check  it 
out  to  see  if  I  have  a  flat  tire.    It's  not  a  flat  tire,  because  the  whole 
car  start  moving,  and  in  a  few  seconds  later  I  saw  like  Oakland  going 
down.   A  lot  of  noise.   I  see  the  freeway  is  going  down,  big  slabs  of 
cement.  After  that,  I  know  I  saw  my  truck  going,  it  went  down  too.  I 
stop  my  car.    I  never  lost  my  mental  ...  I  open  my  door  and  try  to  run 
away.   I'm  scared;  I  didn't  want  to  die.   A  lot  of  smoke  was  coming  from 
the  cement  like  foggy,  I  couldn't  see  for  a  minute;  just  wait  so  I  could 
see  because  they  have  big  ditches,  to  be  jumping  to  get  off  of  there,  the 
freeway.   I  can't  get  off  I  have  to  go  and  help  just  to  pull  on  the 

truck  and  I  run  away.  I'm  jumping  the  ditch;  I  risk  my  life  there,  'cause 
I  can  go  all  the  way  down  too.  He  keep  saying  pull  it  and  there's  the 
first  ditch,  then  I  sliding  all  the  way  to  the  bottom.  The  cars  almost 
killed  me,  because  I  try  to  help  and  I  ask  for  help.  Nobody  help,  t^? 
people  are  crazy.  Driving  like  crazy.  One  of  those  policeman  ask-  *  , 
■how  you  get  off  there?"  I  say  I  don't  know.  I  help  him  the  pin,  and 
sliding  like  this  like  a  big  python. 

JM:    The  rebar  that  was  in  there? 

AG:    No.  it's  like  a  rail. 

JM:    Oh,  OK  the  guardrail.  Yeah. 

AG:    That  one  I  was  sliding  and  I  don't  really  know  how  I  get  there,  because 
the  police  use  a  ladder  for  warehouses.  They  went  to  the  warehouse  to  get 
a  piece  of  rope.   Really  at  that  time,  they  don't  have  really  much  help. 
Only  couple  ladies  come  from  San  Francisco,  nurses  and  they  really  help. 
Just  to  help  the  people  upstairs.  Only  one  girl  police,  I  think  the 
Highway  Patrol,  and  man  on  motorcycle  is  staying  just  in  traffic;  because 
one  girl  police,  I  think  it  was  the  Highway  Patrol,  it  was  a  beige,  and 
the  other  man  too.   Only  two  people  there  just  to  hold  the  traffic.  They 
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ask  people  that  can  get  help  to  run  to  the  closest  street;  that  has  a 
warehouse,  to  get  a  piece  of  rope  and  a  ladder.   I  say  about  20  minutes 
later  they  bring  everything.   One  of  those  police  over  there,  the 
motorcycle  police,  they  try  to  just  move  the  traffic.   The  guy,  they  don't 
respect  nothing.   I  mean,  they  drive  crazy  because  they  park  their  cars 
behind  the  bridge.  They  try  get  up  these  cars.   I  ask  for  help.   I  have 
to  walk  myself  blocks  and  blocks  just  to  find  ...  to  find  a  ride.  Nobody 
give  a  ride. 

JM:    How  often  do  you  come  through  there;  drive  that  section  of  the  freeway? 
Very  often? 

AG:    Few  minutes. 

JM:    No.  Do  you  drive  it  all  the  time;  do  you  drive  everyday? 

AG:    Oh,  I  drive  the  freeway  every  single  day  'cause  I  work  in  Richmond. 

JM:    You  were  coming  south  from  Richmond  coming  home? 

AG:  Yeah. 

JM:    How  heavy  was  traffic? 
AG:    Not  really  much. 
JM:    Not  bad? 

AG:    No,  not  bad.  Before,  when  the  games  stay  in  Oakland,  a  lot  of  traffic  but 
that  day  I  ask  *        "what  you  think  I  want  to  take  1-580  or  880?"  He  say 
Nets  go  880,  because  they  don't  got  the  game."   Easy,  we  go  back  to  the 
house  faster. 

JM:    So,  its  your  fault,  huh?  Do  you  remember  what  lane  you  were  in  before  the 
earthquake  started? 

AG:    In  the  fast  lane. 

JM:    In  the  fast  lane,  all  the  way  to  the  left? 
AG:  Urn-hum. 

JM:    How  fast  were  you  going? 

AG:    Well,  when  I  start  moving,  I  push  the  gas. 

JM:    When  you  first  felt  it,  you  sped  up? 

AG:    No.   I  come  about  60  mph  and  when  I  saw  it  start  moving  I  push  the  gas  to 
get  up  to  the  first  exit,  but  this  is  impossible  because  I  try  to  push 
more.  Things  is  pushing  70  miles,  I  kind  a  panic.   I  say  I  want  to  get 
out  of  here,  but  it's  impossible,  because  all  stuff  went  all  the  way 
down.  Then,  the  car  started  burning  out  ...  the  cars  behind  me. 
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JM:    Do  you  know  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began  and  the  cross  street 
or  something,  any  kind  of  a  landmark  up  there?  Could  you  say  where  you 
were  when  the  ... 

AG:    Not  really.    I  only  saw  it  was  courthouse  far  away.  The  first  time,  when 
a  slab  went  down,  I'm  figuring  I  see  the  whole  city  going  down.    I  start 
thinking  what  am  I  going  to  do  right  now. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  anything  about  the  other  cars  that  were  up  there  around 
you? 

AG:    I  hear  people  ask  for  help. 

JM:    I  mean  specifically,  do  you  remember  if  there  was  a  van  maybe  or  anything 
like  that? 

AG:    There  was  a  little  tiny  car  behind  me.   It  was  a  Chinese  or  Oriental  girl 
was,  stuck  in  the  windshield. 

JM:  Oh,  was  she  hurt  herself?  Hit  the  windshield? 

AG:  Yeah. 

JM:  What  color  was  the  car,  do  you  remember? 

AG:  Do  you  remember  what  color  it  was? 

JH:  Color?  Rose  maybe. 

AG:  He  think  it's  red,  I  don't  know.  At  that  time  it's  impossible  to  think 

•  •  • 

JM:    Is  that  the  only  car  you  remember  up  there? 

AG:    There  is  another  car  stay  behind,  the  man  who  no  hair  over  here,  he  got 
blood  all  over,  on  his  face  but  not  really. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong?  What  did  you 
first  notice? 

AG:    Well,  the  bridge  is  moving  too  much. 

JM:    Was  it  going  sideways  or  up  and  down? 

AG:    Yes,  sideways.  This  way.   Sideways  because  I'm  feeling  ...  I  say  "what's 
going  on,  we  got  a  flat  tire?"   I  going  fast  as  possible,  just  I  want  to 
be  stopping  I  got  a  car  behind  me.   I  say  ...  he  say  the  bridge  is 
moving.   What!   At  that  time,  I  push  the  gas. 

JM:    You  sped  up? 

AG:    I  sped  up  just  to  get  out  from  the  bridge.  This  is  impossible. 
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JM:    Sure  was.  Do  you  know  what  other  cars  around  you  were  doing,  do  you 
remember  that  at  all?  Were  they  stopping  or  speeding  up? 

AG:    Speeding  up. 

JM:    Think  so? 

AG:    Yeah,  speeding  up,  because  one  of  those  cars  was  passing  faster  and  faster 

•  •  • 

JM:   Do  you  remember  what  car  that  was? 

AG:   No.  Just  like  a  ...  I  don't  know  ...  maybe  Sentra  or  Nissan. 
JM:    Do  you  remember  what  color? 

AG:    No.  At  that  time,  I  just  think  to  myself,  I  say  when  we  start  moving 
again  I  want  to  save  my  life. 

JM:  You  didn't  hit  any  other  cars  or  anything,  it  just  dropped  down? 

AG:  No.   It  just  dropped  down. 

JM:  You  didn't  hit  anything,  you  bailed  out  and  took  off? 

AG:  Where  I  looking  at  I  was  just  trying  to  keep  it  in  the  middle. 

JM:  What  were  your  injuries? 

AG:  Injuries? 

JM:  Were  you  hurt? 

AG:  Hurt  my  chest,  hurt  my  breathing.   Bite  my  tongue,  bleeding  in  my  mouth. 
When  the  truck  went  down  it  hit  me,  my  neck  and  back. 

JM:    Your  neck  and  back? 

AG:    Yeah.  This  leg  when  I  try  to  just  move  it,  I  go  put  it  ...  across  the 
steering  wheel  to  just  check  out  where  I'm  going,  'cause  ....  Then,  my 
left  foot  the  truck  be  holding  when  I  put  the  brake,  when  I'm  holding  when 
it  went  down  and  I  put  the  brake  and  it  stopped.  When  I  stopped  the 
truck,  it  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the  freeway.   My  leg  over  here  hurts  me 
all  the  way  back. 

JM:    What  about 

AG:  OK.   in  the  neck  because  they  don't  get  out  ... 

LG:    So,  you  had  to  get  him  out.   He  had  fallen  into  the  floor  part  where  the 
feet  are.   He  was  stuck  in  there  when  you  tjot  him  out? 

AG:    ...  they  slide  him  to  the  bottom. 
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JH:    Was  he  still  conscious,  awake? 

AG:    He's  like,  he  don't  know  nothing.   He  pass  out.   We  could  just  get  to  his 
hand.   He  couldn't  walk,  because  his  back  is  pretty  bad.   I  take  his  tee 
shirt  and  tie  it  up  in  his  stomach. 

LG:    While  you  were  on  the  freeway,  didn't  you  say  you  seen  the  cars  going 
underneath? 

AG:    Lots  of  cars  go  in  front  of  me,  I  lose  it.   I  don't  know  where  they're 
going.   I  don't  know  where  cars  are  at. 

JM:    You  said  ...  OK  the  freeway  ...  the  motion  of  it  during  the  earthquake  was 
back  and  forth?  Side  to  side? 

AG:  Yeah. 

JH:  Was  it  up  and  down  as  well? 

AG:  Well,  up  and  down,  I  see  when  I  go  up  and  down  when  the  truck  jump.  They 
went  down. 

JH:  What  did  you  notice  that  the  freeway  was  falling?  What  was  the  ... 

AG:  I  could  see  1t  falling  in  front  of  me. 

JH:  You  could  see  it  falling  ahead  of  you? 

AG:  Yeah.   Pieces,  pieces! 

JH:  Was  1t  falling  coming  towards  you  or  was  1t  going  away? 

AG:    Ho.   I'm  feeling  ...  I'm  thinking  I  still  see  it  right  now,  but  I  lost  the 
cars  in  front  of  me.  About  that  time,  I'm  going  down  too. 

JH:  Do  you  wear  glasses? 

AG:  Ho. 

JH:  Are  you  on  any  medication  or  drugs? 

AG:  Ho. 

JH:  Had  you  been  drinking  that  day?  Anything  to  drink? 

AG:  Ho. 

JH:  You're  1n  good  health? 

AG:  Yeah. 

JH:  Have  you  been  to  a  doctor?  You  didn't  go  to  the  hospital  that  night  did 
you? 
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AG:    No.   No  doctor. 
JM:    What  about 

AG:    No.   Neither.   I  don't  got  insurance.    I'm  working  and  only  have  injuries 
on  the  job  so  I  didn't  have  insurance. 

JM:    Do  you  have  any  questions  right  now? 

AG:    What  can  I  say?   I  want  to  go  and  see  the  doctor;  in  case  I'm  feeling  bad, 
I  want  to  see  the  doctor.   I  started  getting  some  headaches.  My  back,  my 
neck.   I  go  to  work,  because  I  have  four  kids  I  have  to  support.   But  I 
don't  want  to  stay  off  on  Workman's  Comp  or  whatever  they  get.   'Cause  I 
don't  work  I  don't  get  no  money.   I  have  to  go  to  work,  because  I  have  to 
support  my  family.   I  don't  care  if  I  sick  or  not,  nobody  help  me.  Nobody 
want  to  help  me. 

JM:    I  understand.  do  you  remember  anything  different? 

JH:    No  ... 

JM:    It's  1130  almost  and  we'll  turn  the  tape  off. 
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D-42,  and  P-42A,  were  interviewed  by  Investigator 

John  McCarville,  #10290,  on  November  6.  1989,  at  approximately  1405  hours.  The 
interview  was  conducted  at  ,  San  Francisco.   The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:     Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 

LOR: 

LEN: 

JM:    Could  you  spell  your  name  please? 
LOR:  all  one  word. 

JM:    You  were  both  together  in  the  same  car,  so  who  wants  to  talk  first?  Do 
you  want  to  let  her  since  she  was  driving? 

LEN:  Yeah.   Since  she  was  driving,  she  was  ... 

JM:    Do  you  want  to  go  ahead  and  summarize  what  happened  that  day. 

LEN:  She  didn't  close  her  eyes,  and  I  did. 

LOR:  I  was  driving  home  and  we  usually  come  across  the  Bay  Bridge  and 

onto  the  880  down  to  14th  Street  and  I  drop  her  at  the  12th  Street  BART 
station.   We  weren't  very  far  along.  We  had  passed  one  off -ramp  and  14th 
Street  was  going  to  be  the  next  one.   I  think  I  was  probably  in  the  far 
right  lane,  but  I'm  not  positive  of  that  now.   I  thought  I  had  a  flat 
tire.  The  car  was  acting  strange;  or  now,  I  understand  it  was  responding 
to  the  movement  of  the  pavement.   I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire  and  then  I 
thought  no,  I  have  two.   Then,  I  thought  oh,  damn!   I  don't  know  how  to 
change  it;  I'm  going  to  be  late,  shit!   I'm  going  to  be  in  big  trouble 
here  on  the  middle  of  the  freeway.   I  immediately  took  my  foot  off  the  gas 
and  slowly  applied  it  to  the  brake,  and  was  waiting  to  feel  the  rim  so  I'd 
know  which  way  the  car  was  going  to  pull.   At  this  time  I  realized  that 
I'd  better  say  something  to  Lenora  because  the  car  had  jerked  hard  to  the 
left  and  I  had  pulled  back  on  the  wheel.   I  said,  "We  have  a  flat  tire." 
She  said,  "We're  having  an  earthquake!".  Then,  I  think  I  said,  "Oh,  My 
God".   At  that  time  probably  was  when  the  structure  dropped.   I  can 
remember  glancing  in  front  of  me,  and  I  noticed  that  the  part  in  front  had 
tipped  a  little,  had  dropped  more  than  the  part  that  I  was  on.  You  could 
see  the  edge  of  the  freeway  a  little  bit  and  you  could  see  that  it  was 
going  down.    My  automatic  reaction  was  to  glance  in  the  rear  view  mirror, 
and  the  same  thing  had  happened  somewhat  in  the  rearview  mirror.  That  was 
...  that  part  of  the  pavement  was  a  little  farther  down.  There  was  no  one 
in  my  immediate  vicinity.   I  was  in  a  lane  by  myself,  the  far  right  lane, 
expecting  to  pull  over  and  put  on  my  hazards.   I  said,  "Get  out  of  the 
car"  and  then  I  realized  I'd  left  the  engine  running.   So,  I  turned  the 
engine  off.   We  jumped  out  of  the  car.   I  walked  around  the  car  to  inspect 
it,  to  see  what  had  happened  so  that  I  wouldn't  get  killed  when  I  got 
home. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-414 


LEN:  Priorities! 

LOR:  I  noticed  that  the  oil  was  leaking  out.  Yeah!   I  noticed  that  the  oil  was 
leaking  out,  so  I  figured  that  when  the  car  bounced  ...  there  was  a  slight 
bounce  when  it  dropped.   At  that  moment,  I  knew  that  I  had  hurt  my  back  a 
little.   I  felt  pain  and  I  wasn't  too  quick  about  jumping  out  of  the  car. 
We  took  our  purses  when  we  got  out  of  the  car.  Then,  we  put  our  purses 
back  into  the  car  and  we  were  trying  to  decide  really  what  to  do.  Then, 

noticed  that  people  were  starting  to  moan,  "Oh,  help  me,  help  me!" 
"Oh,  my  God!" .  ran  over  and  helped  the  lady  out  of  the  white  BMW 

that  had  plowed  into  the  jackkni fed  truck.  The  top  was  almost  gone.  It 
was  surprising  that  the  lady  had  a  small  gash,  and  I  think  she  must  have 
had  a  concussion,  because  she  kept  wanting  to  go  back  after  her  purse 
because  she  couldn't  remember  her  name.   I  said  forget  it,  it's  not  worth 
it!  You  can  get  it  later  or  you  can  replace  everything.  Then,  after 
that,  there  was  a  couple  in  a  van  that  had  also  plowed  into  the  jackkni fed 
side  of  the  truck  and  we  were  unable  to  help  them.  had  already 

been  up  to  the  truck  trying  to  ask  the  man  could  he  get  out  or  something, 
and  we  realized  that  we  were  going  to  have  to  open  the  back.  So,  we 
finally  got  the  back  door  opened.  She  said  is  it  unlocked?  But  we 
couldn't  get  them  to  move.  We  couldn't  pull  them  out  and  I  said,  "You 
guys  are  probably  going  to  go  into  shock."  There  was  a  blanket  there. 
There  were  like  two  beds  and  then  just  a  little  center  thing,  and  I  pulled 
the  blanket  and  threw  it  toward  the  front  and  told  the  woman,  who  I 
presume  was  the  wife,  to  "Put  this  over  you  guys,  both  of  you,  because 
you're  probably  going  to  go  into  shock  and  you  need  to  stay  warm."   I  told 

there  was  nothing  we  could  do  for  them.   I  told  the  people  that 
there  were  sirens  coming  and  that  the  rescue  people  were  coming  and 
someone  would  come  and  help  them,  but  we  would  be  unable  to.  Then,  I  went 
back  and  there  was  a  gal  named  I  got  her  out  of  her 

car.   I  couldn't  open  the  passenger's  side.   I  guess  the  driver's  side  of 
the  car  was  smashed  and  she  was  at  an  angle  to  a  .little  part  of  the 
freeway  that  was  higher  than  the  rest.  You  can  see  it  in  one  of  the 
pictures.   I'll  show  it  to  you.   Couldn't  get  her  passenger  side  front 
open,  but  managed  to  get  the  passenger  side  back  open.   We  had  her  -otch 
over  and  sort  of  put  the  seat  back  as  far  as  possible  and  pulled  he  'at 
from  the  front  to  the  back  and  out  the  back  door  and  onto  the  ground. 
Then,  I  noticed  that  there  was  fluid  coming  out  of  the  truck  and  I 
thought,  "Oh,  my  God!"  Although  I  didn't  smell  any  gasoline,  my  first 
thought  was  fluid  ...  we're  going  to  have  an  explosion.   So,  I  went  over 
and  I  moved  the  truck  driver,  who  was  sitting  near  the  cab  of  the  truck, 
and  I  said,  "You're  leaking  something.  There  may  be  a  fire;  we  need  to 
move  you  to  the  other  side  of  the  freeway."  So,  he  put  his  arm  around  me 
and  I  got  my  arm  around  him  and  we  moved  him  to  the  other  side  of  the 
freeway.   Got  to  the  other  side  of  the  freeway.  The  blond  woman 

that  lad  been  helping  ...  we  told  her  to  move  to  the  other  side  of 

the  freeway.  Then,  we  went  back  and  had  been  standing  by        i  and 

said,  "This  woman  is  passing  out."  So,  we  talked  to  her.  Then,  the  Army 
or  the  Marines  showed  up.   He  actually  got  this  woman  out  of  the  car.  I 
knew  that  she  was  a  tall  girl  and  I  knew  I  couldn't;  I  didn't  have  the 
strength  to  do  it  and  I  was  also  a  little  worried  about  pulling 
out,  thinking  that  this  woman  may  sue  me,  if  there's  really  something 
wrong  with  her*  but  I  can't  leave  her  in  this  car.  So,  then  we  sat  with 
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In  the  meantime,  we  put  our  stuff  in  the  car  and  got  it  out  and 
put  it  back  in  the  car.  Thought  about  jumping  over  the  edge.  They  said, 
■You  have  to  get  off  of  here;  we're  going  to  have  aftershocks."     I'm  a 
coward!    I  looked  and  said  25  feet  or  whatever  it  was  to  the  bottom,  and 
it's  all  asphalt  ...  I'll  get  back  in  my  car,  I'm  not  jumping!   The  police 
responded  really  quickly.   They  had  a  lot  of  help  come  right  away.  Then, 
some  men  got  a  ladder  and  the  man  who  had  been  in  a  car  that  was  sort  of 
freestanding;  I  don't  think  it  had  had  as  much  visual  damage  either,  he 
probably  went  down. 

LEN:  He  was  closest  to  the  end  of  that  portion  of  freeway  that  had  fallen.  He 
was  just  ...  he  was  pretty  well  shaken,  but  he  didn't  look  like  he  had  any 
injuries. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  car  it  was? 

LEN:  Some  kind  of  town  car.   It  was  an  American-made  car,  a  large  ... 

LOR:  A  large  American-made  car,  or  what  would  be  considered  a  large 

American-made  car  now.   Yeah.   Then,  the  Marine  helped.   We  ran  around  and 
put  blankets  on  people.   The  Marine  found  someone  who  could,  who  had  some 
medical  knowledge,  who  could  stay  with  They  asked  us  to  please  get 

off  at  the  overpass.   We  went  down,  walked  a  little  ways  with 
Then,  she  got  down  on  the  street,  because  she  said  her  back  hurt  really 
bad.  We  waited  with  her  until  the  ambulance;  until  they  put  her  on  the 
thing  in  the  back  of  the  truck  and  took  her  to  the  hospital. 

JM:   Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  car  she  was  in? 

LEN:  She  was  in  a  Honda  Civic,  a  little  small  Honda  (inaudible).  Some  small 
car. 

LOR:  Yeah,  some  little  tiny  ... 

JM:    What  color? 

LEN:  Kind  of  a  bronze  color? 

LOR:  Yeah,  I  was  going  to  say  reddish.   Or  maybe  ...  those  kind  of  details 
escape  me.   I  think  didn't  have  her  seatbelt  on. 

JM:    She  says  she  did. 

LOR:  She  may  have  and  may  have  undone  it,  or  maybe  it  popped  by  the  time  we 
found  her,  but  it  looked  to  me  like  she  had  gone  right  straight  into  the 
steering  column.  The  way  ...  she  was  holding  her  eye  and  going 
■Ohhhhhh".   It  was  rather  gross  looking. 

JM:  Yeah. 

LEN:  (Inaudible). 


JM:    I  can  imagine.   Yeah,  she  is. 
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LEN:  Oh,  she  is  unbelievably  well . 
JM:    She  has  a  great  attitude. 

LOR:  She  was  really  "up"  when  I  talked  to  her  the  other  day. 

LEN:  It  just  was  an  awful  feeling.  You  knew  that  the  woman  was  hurt  and  then 
they  told  you  to  get  off  and  you  got  to  get  off.  They  were  clearing 
everybody  who  could  walk  off  the  freeway,  but  you  can't  leave  them  ...  we 
just  can't  leave  her  here.  She  was  laying  on  the  pavement,  and  you  look 
around  and  everybody's  gone  except  for  the  two  people  that  were  trapped  in 
the  van.  was  still  there. 

JM:  (Inaudible). 

LEN:  Well,  they  had  to  wait  until  ...  I  guess  there  was  one  picture  of  them 
carrying  everybody.  This  is  that  man  in  the  van. 

LOR:  We  think  that's  him  being  taken  out. 

JM:    That's  him? 

LEN:  Yeah.  That's  car  here. 

JM:    So,  it  was  between  you  guys  and  the  truck,  because  the  truck  was  back  just 
a  little  bit  further?  OK.  You  can't  see  the  truck  trailer,  so  ... 

LEN:  The  truck  was  ...  yeah,  the  truck  was  right  here.  The  truck  was  ...  it 
hit  ... 

LOR:  The  pictures  are  deceptive. 

JM:   Yes.  You  have  to  be  familiar  with  it,  kind  of.  But  this  is  the  truck  and 
this  is  your  car? 

LOR:  This  is  my  car  here,  uh-huh. 

JM:  Just  before  you  get  to  32nd  Street? 

LOR:  Here's  were  the  three  things  were.   OK.  This  is             ,  or  ... 

LEN:  car  is  right  here. 

LOR:  There's                car,  right  at  the  break. 

JM:  Right  at  the  back  of  the  truck? 

LEN:  That's  the  BMW  and  then  the  van  was  like  ... 

JM:  Urn-hum. 

LOR:  She  wasn't  really  ...  she  was  at  the  side  of  something.   I  don't  think  she 
...  she  was  next  to  something  that  stopped  us  from  getting  her  out  the 
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driver's  side,  but  I  don't  remember  what  it  was. 
LEN:  Because  her  car  was  at  an  angle  ... 
LOR:  Was  parallel,  almost  parallel  to  the  break. 

JM:    It  looks  like  1n  this  picture  like  it  might  have  been  the  road,  actually 


LOR:  Yeah.  That's  what  I  think  it  is;  that  she  hit  the  road  at  an  angle,  so  we 
couldn't  get  in  on  that  side.  Then,  this  car  right  behind  ...  I  guess 
this  must  have  been  car,  although  they  told  me  later  that  it  was 

backed  up. 

JM:    I  think  this  is  her's,  all  the  way  back  here. 

LEN:  No,  there  was  another  ...  this  is  car  and  this  is  that  gentleman 

that  got  down.   He  was  closest  to  the  edge.   Yeah.  car  was  not 

that  far  from  us.    I  think  that  ... 

JM:    Do  you  remember  anything  about  these  up  in  here,  those  there? 

LEN:  I  think  this  driver  of  the  flatbed  got  the  driver  of  the  truck  out, 
because  I  remember  hearing  the  truck  driver  saying,  "Help  me,  help  me, 
somebody  help  me!"  Then,  I  noticed  that  the  moaning  stopped  and  there 
couldn't  have  been  anybody  else  to  get  him  out  except  for  this  guy  in  the 
flatbed  truck. 

JM:    Was  the  guy  in  the  truck  by  himself? 

LOR:  Yeah,  I  believe  so.   This  black  man? 

LEN:  Yes. 

LOR:  Actually,  my  doctor  treated  him. 
JM:    He  did? 

LOR:  Yeah.   I  was  surprised  when  I  went  to  the  ...  when  I  went  to  the  doctor 
after  I'd  been  to  the  hospital  and  went  back,  because  they  didn't  take  any 
x-rays  at  the  hospital.   I  was  talking  to  the  nurse  and  she  said,  "Oh, 
yeah,  he's  one  of  their  patients  under  ..."   I  guess  they  have  or 
whatever.   He,  my  doctor,  had  seen  him.   He  was  bleeding  from  his  mouth 
and  was  very  dazed.   He  was  just  ... 

LEN:  I'm  surprised  they  even  got  him  down  on  the  ladder.  The  last  time  I  saw 
him,  he  was  sitting  down  on  the  Cypress  Street  off-ramp  while  they  ... 

LOR:  Leaning  like  this. 

LEN:  Yeah.    I  mean,  how  in  the  world  did  he  get  down  like  that? 
JM:  Yeah. 
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LOR:  But  he  actually  ...  well,  he  must  have  had  it  the  worst  for  that  truck  to 
jackknife  like  that.   But  that  feeling  of  the  car  was  that  if  you  hold 
your  hand  out  straight,  first  the  car  dipped  one  way  ... 

JM:    Side  to  side? 

LOR:  Well,  it  was  almost  like  it  was  doing  this,  which  is  what  made  me  think 
that  I  had  two  flat  tires.  Then,  I  even  wondered  if  I  had  lost  a  wheel. 
Actually,  I  mean,  the  car  was  out  of  control.   I  drive  a  big,  heavy  BMW 
and  I  feel  lucky.   Just  thinking  about  it  later,  trying  to  remember  what 
happened  because  ...  so  much  input  and  I  can  only  remember  so  much.  Then, 
I  think  some  of  it  you  block  out.   It  was  if  the  other  cars  were  acting 
more  erratic  than  my  car  and  when  I  talked  to         last  week,  she  said 
her  car  was  bouncing  all  over  the  freeway.   My  impression  was  that  my  car 
never  left  the  freeway.   It  ...  thinking  about  it  later,  what  it  did  was 
it  responded,  excuse  me,  to  the  movement  of  the  freeway.   That's  why  I  had 
a  sudden  jerk  at  the  end;  the  freeway  lurched  to  the  left.  Then,  I  pulled 
back,  because  I  only  have  What's  called  power-assisted  steering;  not  like 
you  would  have  in  an  American  car  where  you  can  steer  with  one  finger. 
When  I  pulled  back  this  way,  I  stayed  in  the  same  lane.  I  wasn't 
zigzagging  across  the  freeway. 

LEN:  I  just  remember  the  car  pulling  to  the  left  first  and  then  to  the  right. 

LOR:  Then,  I  corrected  it. 

LEN:  You  said  you  had  a  flat  tire  and  then  I  looked  up  and  saw  the  freeway  was 
...  portions  of  it  looked  like  they  were  separating.   It  was  like  lane 
markers;  they  were  all  (inaudible)  solid  as  far  as  you  could  see.   I  said, 
"No,  we're  having  an  earthquake."  Then  (inaudible). 

JM:    How  ...  was  it  a  side  to  side  movement  that  you  saw  in  the  roadway,  or  up 
and  down?  Could  you  tell? 

LEN:  I  couldn't  tell.   It  was  just  that  it  wasn't  straight. 

JM:    It  wasn't  straight? 

LEN:  I  didn't  ...  I  really  wasn't  aware  of  anything  like  that  until  we  landed. 
Then  ... 

LOR:  My  feeling  was  that  it  was  not  only  up  and  down,  which  it  was  slight,  but 
I  could  feel  more  side  to  side. 

LEN:  We  were  going  this  ... 

LOR:  But  even  if  we  went  up  and  down,  because  the  springs  on  the  car  are  so 
tight  and  it's  a  low  center  of  gravity  car,  you  don't  get  that  weightless 
feeling  that  you  do  when  you  go  up  and  down  a  lot.  What  I  experienced 
more  was  the  side  to  side.  But  I  know  that  it  must  have  been  doing  a 
little  undulating  also. 
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JM:    You  travel  that  way  everyday  then  going  to  and  from  work?  Pretty  much 
so? 

LEN:  No.  She  just  ...  usually  when  the  days  when  we  both  are  able  to  get  off 
at  the  same  time,  she  drops  me  off  at  the  BART  station  in  Oakland.  It's 
about  four  times  a  week. 

LOR:  Yeah.   My  insurance  company  would  die  if  they  knew  that  I  did  that. 
They're  probably  going  to  have  a  heart  attack  now! 

LEN:  So,  don't  tell  them! 

LOR:  I  do  ...  we  do  go  that  way.   It  probably  is  on  an  average  ...  it  was  four 
times  a  week. 

JM:    How  was  traffic  that  day  compared  to  the  other  days?  Normal?  Very 
light? 

LOR:  I  felt  it  was  light.   Because  we  got  right  across  the  bridge. 

LEN:  I  remember  some  when  we  merged  onto  880.  There  wasn't  a  lot  of  traffic. 

LOR:  Yeah,  you  said  something  about  there  wasn't  a  lot  of  traffic  today. 

LEN:  Must  be  because  of  the  game. 

LOR:  Yeah. 

JM:    Can  you  estimate  where  you  would  have  been  when  you  first  felt  the 
earthquake? 

LEN:  Wasn't  it  just  ...  we  had  just  gone  past  the  Cypress  Street  exit. 

LOR:  Somewhere  right  around  there.   I'm  not  ...  it  had  to  have  been  just  right 
past  that.   I  mean,  because  it  was  right  away.   Everything  happened  real 
quick,  because  when  you  think  back  about  what  you  thought,  you  can't 
imagine  that  you  thought  that  much  in  that  short  a  time  period.   But  it  is 
quite  quick.   It  wasn't  enough  for  me  to  become  terrorized.   I  was 
concerned  that;  I  did  not  want  to  be  a  hazard  on  the  freeway.   I  didn't 
want  to  get  out  of  control  and  spin  around  and  have  someone  hit  me.    I  was 
more  concerned  that  I  was  going  to  have  something  like  lose  control  of  the 
car;  and  first  the  car  was  going  to  be  damaged  and  my  husband  was  going  to 
be  mad;  and  secondly,  that  it  would  be  on  the  passenger  side  and  her 
husband  would  be  mad  at  me! 

JM:    You  worry  about  that  a  lot,  don't  you? 

LOR:  Yeah,  I  know! 

JM:    Do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  besides  the  ones  that  you've  mentioned  up 
to  this  point  that  were  out  there? 

LEN:  I  remember  a  flatbed  truck  passing  us  as  we  went  around  the  turn 
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(inaudible).   I  remember  seeing  the  truck  going  by  and  now  that  I  think 
about  it,  we  had  just  come  around  past  the  exit  when  I  saw  the  truck  going 
by,  and  it  was  not  that  much  further  ahead  of  us  than  the  car. 

LOR:  Yeah,  the  car  in  the  fast  lane.   I  can  remember  ... 

JM:   There  was  a  pickup  truck  close  by  there? 

LEN:  A  pickup  truck? 

JM:    Yeah.  Red  and  white? 

LEN:  We  were  coming  along  around  the  curve  and  we  saw  (inaudible). 
JM:    How  fast  do  you  think  you  were  going  then? 

LOR:  Oh,  I  thought  initially  I  might  have  been  going  65.   I  mean,  let's  face 
it,  everybody  drives  80,  and  especially  if  the  traffic  is  light.  But 
maybe  reconsidering  ...  maybe  I  was  only  going  60  or  55,  because  ... 

LEN:  Because  you  always  slow  down  when  we  go  around  the  curve. 

LOR:  Yeah.   I  like  to  do  that  a.  little  slower  because  you  never  know  ...  is 
there  a  merge  area  there,  or  shortly  before  that? 

JM:    Before  that,  yes. 

LOR:  Well,  you  never  know  who  is  going  to  come  out  like  a  bat  out  of  hell  and  I 
worry  about  that.   I  think  I'm  a  very  defensive  driver  and  then  also,  I 
knew  that  I'm  not  going  to  be  far  from  my  exit,  the  14th  Street  exit.  But 
I  did  slow  down  some,  just  for  that  idea.  That  curve  was  never  ...  that's 
not  a  very  good  curve  and  some  people  just  slide  around  it,  but  Lenore  is 
right.   I  always  did  slow  down.   It  seems  like  it  didn't  bank  right  or 
something. 

JM:   Then,  you,  you  didn't  actually  hit  anything  were  the  roadway  came  up  or 
anything?  It  just  dropped  and  ... 

LOR:  It  looked  like  I  had  parked.   I  think  I  was  stopped  or  almost  stopped  by 
the  time  the  freeway  dropped.   I  mean,  I  knew  I  needed  to  get  over  and 
stop. 

JM:    Did  you  feel  it  drop? 
LEN:  No,  we  didn't  feel  it. 

LOR:  No.    I  felt  the  "hit".  We  just  felt  the  impact. 

LEN:  We  didn't  feel  it  falling,  because  the  car  never  left  the  ground. 

JM:    What  kind  of  damage  did  your  car  have? 

LOR:  I'm  not  real  sure  yet.   I  know  that  the  frame  is  OK  and  they're  still 
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discussing  with  the  insurance  company  about  how  much,  how  in  depth,  how 
much  money  they  are  going  to  spend  when  they  find  out  how  much  needs  to  be 
done.  Obviously,  the  oil  pan  and  probably  anything  under  the  bottom  of 
the  car  with  ...  I  don't  know.   We're  guessing  that  it's  a  20  to  30  feet 
drop  and  then  it  bounced  and  the  car  probably  weighs  4,000  pounds.   By  the 
time  you  put  me  in  it,  then  it  would  make  me  weigh  almost  5,000,  that's 
quite  an  impact.   So,  a  lot  of  this  stuff  is  sensitive  things  under  the 
vehicle  and  they're  not  sure  whether  the  engine  was  knocked  off  the 
mountings  or  what  kind  of  damage  was  sustained.   We're  not  sure  if  it's 
going  to  be  written  off  as  a  total  loss  because  as  far  as  the  frame,  no. 
But  they're  still  pondering  the  rest  of  it. 

JM:    Specifically  describe  your  injuries. 

LOR:  Oh,  my  back  still  hurts.  When  I  ...  when  the  car  dropped  and  it  hit  that 
little  bounce,  the  doctor  explained  it  this  way.  He  says  you  have  a 
little  tail  bone  and  it  bends,  from  when  we  had  a  little  tail.   But  we 
don't  bend  it  too  often  because  we  don't  use  our  tail  too  often.  It 
bent.   So,  the  tail  bone  is  sore.    I  can't  sit  down  on  it  real  straight. 
Or  I  can  for  a  little  while,  but  not  for  any  long  duration  or  it  becomes 
no  longer  a  dull  pain;  it  becomes  quite  painful.   So,  then  a  little  ...  he 
called  it  a  hinge,  which  holds  the  vertebrae  apart  and  keeps  it  from 
coming  down  on  the  disc  in  my  back.   That  happened  to  my  back  and  it 
popped  out  and  then  he  said  it  popped  back  in.   That  seems  to  be  the 
sorest  and  the  thing  that  is  causing  me  the  most  problem.   I  think  ...  it 
would  be  better  if  I  didn't  have  to  ride  BART  every  morning  from  Orinda. 

JM:    I  was  going  to  ask  you  how  you  were  getting  to  work  now. 

LOR:  Oh,  this  morning  not  too  good  ...  by  BART,  and  there  was  no  train.  I 
think  we  were  about  30  minutes  late;  had  a  little  switching  problem. 
Then,  you  have  to  stand  (inaudible)  BART.   Even  with  your  tennis  shoes, 
it's  not  comfortable. 

LEN:  BART  doesn't  have  the  shocks  that  your  car  does! 

JM:    What  were  your  injuries? 

LEN:  Oh,  1  didn't  have  any  other  than  maybe  a  day  and  a  half  later  I  was  a 
little  sore  back  here  because  I  just  put  my  head  down  and  waited  for 
whatever  was  going  to  happen.   When  it  bounced,  I  (inaudible). 

JM:    Did  you  go  to  the  doctor? 

LEN:  Yeah,  I  did  but  (inaudible). 

LOR:  Finally,  she  did  and  ... 

LEN:  (Inaudible). 

JM:    You  went  to  the  hospital? 

LOR:  I  went  to  John  Muir  the  next  day  and  saw  a  doctor  who  told  me  that  what  I 
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should  do  was  just  talk  about  my  experiences  and  gave  me  some  muscle  . 
relaxants  and  a  little  anti -inflammatory.  When  it  didn't  help  after  a 
week,  I  said  this  guy  was  a  jerk  and  I  went  to  my  own  doctor,  who  at  least 
took  x-rays  so  that  we  woul d  al 1  feel  better . 

JM:    The  motion  of  your  vehicle,  it  started  a  little  side  to  side  but  you 
decided  it  was  actually  ... 

LOR:  It  was  a  sharp  pull  one  ...  in  some  direction.   I  think  it  was  probably 
going  to  the  side,  but  I  can't  be  positive.  All  I  know  is  that  my  general 
feeling  is  that  it  was  doing  like  a  top. 

JM:   What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  the  freeway  structure  was 
falling? 

LOR:  I  didn't  know  until  we,  well  actually,  after  impact  I  looked  up;  I  opened 
my  eyes  and  looked  to  the  side  of  the  freeway  and  I  thought  oh,  there's 
the  street  lamps.  But  they  were  eye-level!   I  saw  the  street  lamps  moving 
back  and  forth,  and  I  guess  this  is  when  we  impacted. 

JM:    So,  did  you  actually  see  the  roadway  breaking  up  or  not  until  after  it  had 
fallen? 

LOR:  I  didn't  see  the  roadway  break  up  at  all.   The  first  indication  I  had  that 
we  fell  was  the  bump,  the  bounce,  and  even  that  did  not  register  that  we 
had  fallen.   I  didn't  ...  I  felt  the  bump  but  it  was  ...  it  was 
inconceivable  to  me  that  the  freeway  had  dropped. 

LEN:  When  we  got  out  of  the  car,  I  saw  that  the  road  was  buckled  but  we  didn't 
have  any  idea  until  we  got  out  of  the  car,  walked  to  the  back  of  the. car 
and  then  looked  up  and  the  rest  of  the  freeway  is  up  there,  and  you  were 
sitting  down  there  and  Oh,  God! 

LOR:  Yeah.  The  roadway  was  all  buckled  but  I  didn't  ...  I  didn't  even  look 
back.   I  don't  think  that  I  knew  that  we  had  dropped  or  that  it  even 
dawned  on  me  unti 1  after  we  were  off  the  freeway  and  we  were  down  on  the 
bottom. 

LEN:  We  got  out  and  then  we  turned  around  and  looked  up  and  said,  "Oh,  Lord!" 

LOR:  Boy,  the  more  I  look  at  this!   I  remember  saying,  God!   As  usual,  I  didn't 
look. 

LEN:  Because  we  turned  around  and  you  could  see  ...  on  the  bottom,  when  you're 
going  north,  you  can  see  oh  ...  here  you  go  to  the  Bay  Bridge  or  here  you 
on  80.    I  saw  the  signs.   I  recognized  the  signs  and  I  said,  "Oh,  God!" 

JM:    Did  you  have  your  glasses  on? 

LOR:  Always. 

JM:    Bad  vision  without  them? 
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JM:    Had  you  taken  any  medication  or  drugs? 

L0R:No.    I  wish  I  had! 

JM:    It  might  have  helped  1 

LOR:  Yeah.   It's  too  late,  but  had  we  known  ... 


JM:    Had  you  had  anything  to  drink  before  that? 

LOR:  No.   What,  in  the  middle  of  the  week.   No,  not  even  anything  at  lunch.  I 
mean,  I'll  be  honest.    I  occasionally  have  a  beer  with  lunch,  but  nothing 
that  day. 

JM:    Do  you  consider  yourself  to  be  in  good  health  before? 
LOR:  Yes. 

JM:    I  have  a  medical  release.   If  you'd  like  to  have  whatever  kind  of  a  report 
the  hospital  filled  out  on  you,  released  to  be  included. 

LOR:  Sure,  if  you  guys  want  to  see  it.  You  can  get  it  from  my  doctor.  They 
sent  it  to  him. 

JM:    What  else  do  I  have  here?  Do  you  know  of  anybody  up  there,  or  did  you 
notice  anybody  that  you  thought  was  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  in 
what  they  were  doing,  or  did  anything  heroic,  that  you  can  identify?  It 
sounds  like  both  of  you  did  to  me,  but  ... 

LEN:  Well,  we  just  ran  around  getting  everyone  out  because  gas  was  leaking  and 
we  worried  about  an  explosion.   I  think  that  that  Marine  ...  he  just  kind 
of  ...  we  were  talking  to         and  all  of  a  sudden  he  appeared  out  of 
nowhere  and  he  just  kind  of  ...  it  scared  me  a  little  bit  because  I  didn't 
know  where  he  came  from.  Because  I  knew  the  driver  of  the  truck  ... 

JM:    Is  this  the  one  on  the  right  here?  This  Guillermo  Guillen? 

LEN:  Yeah.   He  came  and  he  was  running  around  helping  people.   He  stopped  and 
helped  out  because  ...  well,  we  ran  over.   We  got  out  of  the  car  and 

ran  over  to  see  what  happened  with  the  truck.   Then,  we  started  helping 
people  out  there  and  then  I  ran  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  freeway,  and 
they  hadn't  got  the  ladder  up  yet.  The  CHP  had  a  medical  kit  and  he  said 
I'm  going  to  throw  this  up  to  you  and  use  whatever  you  need.   Then,  he 
threw  the  kit  up  and  he  said,  stand  back,  stand  back.  So,  he  threw  it  up 
there  and  I  picked  it  up  and  I  went  running  around  back  and  forth  across 
the  freeway  because  I  didn't  know  who  to  help  first.  Then,  I  got  the  kit 
and  I  didn't  know  what  to  do!  Then,  he,  the  Marine,  came  up  and  he  said 
OK,  calm  down.   Get  me  this  stuff  out  of  there  and  I  was  trying  to  just 
keep  talking  to  to  keep  her  conscious  and  he  was  trying  to  ...  he 

talked  her  out  of  the  car  and  tried  to  get  her  stabilized.   So,  he  was 
helping  her  and  then  at  that  point,  someone  else  ...  they'd  got  the  ladder 
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up.  Somebody  in  a  yellow  uniform  came  up  and  said  she's  OK,  we'll  watch 
her  and  we  went  and  got  our  stuff.  Then,  they  told  us  to  get  off,  because 
they  started  getting  everybody  off. 

LOR:  I  think  a  lot  of  people  were  very  heroic.    It  seems  that  people  who  were 
not  on  the  freeway,  just  in  that  general  area,  climbed  up  on  the  freeway. 
Suddenly,  there  was  all  these  people  from  who  knows  where! 

LEN:  Like  where  did  all  these  people  come  from? 

LOR:  They  were  saying  oh,  OK,  and  come  down  the  ladder  and  take  your  time, 
don't  worry,  we'll  catch  you,  and  we  won't  look  up  your  dress.   No  ... 
they  were  very  helpful.   The  ladders  were  there  immediately.   I  couldn't 
believe  how  quick  the  police  were  there.    I  was  surprised  that  the  people 
on  the  on-ramps  ...  of  course,  who  is  guilty  of  this  besides  me? 

TAPE  ENDS. 
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D-43,  .  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  #7207, 

on  November  30,  1989,  at  approximately  1608  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
at  the  Oakland  CHP  Office.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:   Investigator  Jim  Mengle,  CHP 
HB: 

JM:    State  your  name  for  the  tape  recording,        .  and  speak  up  if  you  would 
please. 

HB:    Yeah.   My  name  is 

JM:         .  what  is  your  date  of  birth? 

HB:    My  date  of  birth  is  June  7,  1960. 

JM:    On  October  17th,  you  were  driving  a  tractor  and 

trailer  combination? 

HB:  Yeah,  that's  true. 

JM:  You  work 

HB:  Yeah, 

JM:  Your  office  is  in  ...  where  is  that? 
HB:  San  Leandro. 

JM:  You  have  a  Class  1  license? 

HB:  Yes. 

JM:  Are  you  required  to  wear  glasses  or  contacts  when  you  drive? 

HB:  No,  I'm  not. 

JM:  Your  eyesight  is  good. 

HB:  Yes,  it  is. 

JM:  Prior  to  the  earthquake,  were  you  in  good  health? 

HB:  Yes,  I  was. 

JM:  Do  you  take  any  medication  or  drugs,  or  were  you  taking  any  drugs, 
medication  or  alcohol  during  the  day  of  the  earthquake? 

HB:    No,  I  wasn't. 
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JM:   The  tractor  you  were  driving,  that  was  fairly  brand  new,  wasn't  it? 

HB:   Yeah.   It  was  only  3,000  miles;  it  was  only  two  months  old. 

JN:    How  was  the  mechanical  condition  of  the  truck  combination? 

HB:    It  was  in  excellent  condition.   Both  tractor  and  trailer  were  relatively 
new. 

JM:  how  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

HB:    On  the  day  ...  on  that  particular  day,  I  had  made  about  ...  that  was  about 
my  fourth  trip  coming  home.   I  travel  that  on  a  daily  basis  about  four  or 
five  times  a  day. 

JM:  Which  direction  were  you  travelling  that  day? 

HB:  I  was  headed  south. 

JM:  So,  you  were  going  back  to  your  yard? 

HB:  Going  back  to  the  yard,  yes,  back  to  San  Leandro. 

JM:  Where  were  you  coming  from, 

HB:  I  was  coming  out  of  Berkeley; 

JM:  Was  ...  did  you  have  a  load  or  were  you  empty? 

HB:  Well,  I  had  a  load  of  four  pallets.   It  was  about  2,500  pounds  aboard. 

JM:  What  was  the  material? 

HB:  It  was  soup  mix. 

JM:  Soup  mix? 

HB:  Soup  mix,  yeah. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  that  day?  Was  it  light,  moderate  or  heavy? 

HB:    It  was  real  light  considering  the  time  of  day.   It  was  five  o'clock  and 
usually,  it's  a  little  heavier  than  that.   But  there  was  actually  no  one 
hardly.  There  wasn't  that  many  people  on  the  freeway  that  day. 

JM:    On  a  normal  day  at  that  time  of  day,  what  would  the  traffic  be  like? 

HB:    It  would  be  a  little  heavier,   it  ...  headed  south  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  it's  not  as  bad  as  it  is  headed  north  but  it's  usually  a  little 
heavy. 

JM:   Than  on  this  particular  day? 
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HB:    That  particular  day  it  was  light. 

JM:    Now  did  you  come  down  80  to  880? 

HB:    80  to  880,  yes.    I  had  just  come  through  the  Haze* 

JM:    What  lane  were  you  in? 

HB:    I  was  in  the  middle  lane,  one  lane  over  from  the  far  left.  When  you  come 
on,  you  have  to  ...  when  you  come  out,  I  had  to  wait  to  let  a  few  cars  ... 
well,  I  was  merging  into  traffic  so  I  had  to  let  a  few  cars  go  by  before  I 
can  get  over  in  the  right  lane. 

JM:  About  what  speed  would  you  say  you  were  going? 

HB:  I  was  doing  about  55,  60  miles  an  hour. 

JM:  How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle? 

HB:  One  person,  myself. 

JM:  Just  yourself? 

HB:  Yes. 

JM:  Could  you  tell  me  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began  as  far 

as  a  reference  point  maybe? 

HB:    Yeah.   I  know  exactly.  I  had  somewhat  of  an  advantage  because  we  had  a 
two-way  radio  and  a  San  Jose  driver  had  announced  that  it  was  an 
earthquake.   But  I  was  just  passing,  just  coming  around  ...  there's  a 
curve  as  you  come  off  of  80  to  880.   You  curve  around  because  you  got 
traffic  coming  in  off  the  bridge.  So,  I  was  just  coming  past  the  curve 
and  then  there  was  an  uphill  climb  like.   I  was  just  started  on  the  uphill 
climb,  about  to  signal  to  the  right  lane  because  it  was  clear,  and  that's 
when  the  San  Jose  driver  announced  that  it  was  an  earthquake  and  then 
that's  when  it  started  shaking. 

JM:    You  heard  this  on  your  two-way  radio? 

HB:  Yes. 

JM:    Where  was  the  San  Jose  driver  broadcasting  from? 
HB:    He  was  in  San  Jose.   So,  actually  ... 
JM:    In  a  truck,  or  ... 

HB:    In  a  truck.   He  announced  ...  it  must  have  took  a  little  time  before  it 
reached  Oakland  because  he  said  "We're  experiencing  a  major  earthquake." 
Well,  at  that  time,  I  didn't  feel  anything.  Yeah,  at  that  time. 
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JM:    So,  when  the  earthquake  began,  do  you  recall  anything  about  the  vehicles 
that  were  on  the  freeway  around  you  or  near  your  truck? 

HB:    Well,  we  was  ...  like  I  say,  it  wasn't  that  heavy.  The  traffic  wasn't 
heavy.   It  was  pretty  light  and  it  wasn't  ...  the  cars  were  scattered 
out.  What  happened  was  a  piece  of  the  freeway  collapsed  in  front  of  us 
and  everyone  went  for  a  nose  dive.   People  went  ...  when  that  piece 
collapsed,  my  tractor-trailer  did  a  nose  dive,  and  then  it  went  a  little 
further  up.   I  don't  know  ...  basicalTy,  I  don't  know  how  those  cars  got 
underneath  that  tractor.   I  don't  know  if  I  ran  into  them  or  if  they  were 
there,  I  don't  know.   I  really  don't  know  how  it  happened. 

JM:    So,  the  first  indication  you  had  something  was  wrong  was  this  broadcast 
you  heard  from  the  San  Jose  driver? 

HB:    From  the  San  Jose  driver. 

JM:    Then,  after  you  heard  that,  what  was  your  first  indication  that  the 

earthquake  was  in  your  area  then?  How  would  you  describe  what  happened  to 
your  truck,  or  what  the  roadway  was  doing? 

HB:    Well,  it  took  ...  basically,  like  it  took  about  five  or  ten  seconds  before 
we  actually  felt  it.  He  must  have  felt  it  a  lot  sooner,  because  it  took  a 
while  before  I  started  feeling  it.  When  I  felt  it  ...  basically,  I  knew 
it  was  an  earthquake,  but  it  was  mild.   It  wasn't  as  heavy  at  first.  I 
said  to  myself  that  this  was  the  wrong  place  to  be.  Then,  it  started 
getting  really  ...  it  started  getting  worse.  The  freeway  started  really 
rocking,  waving  like  an  ocean  almost.   It  was  like  jello  almost  and  it 
just  collapsed.  At  that  time,  there  was  hardly  any  cars.  All  I  know  ... 
all  I  remember  is  that  it  collapsed. 

JM:    You  were  motioning  with  your  hands,        .  back  and  forth  kind  of.   Was  ... 
would  you  describe  the  freeway  as  moving  from  side  to  side? 

HB:    Yeah,  that's  ...  this  is  the  funny  part  about  it.   It  seemed  like/     ras  a 
lot  longer  than  15  seconds.   Because  really,  it  seemed  like  about*: 
half -hour  almost.  But  this  freeway,  at  first  it  was  going  from  east  to 
west,  east  to  west,  but. then  again  I  was  coming  around  a  curve  and  an 
upward  motion,  that's  when  I  felt  it  a  little  bit.  Then,  that's  when  I 
let  off  the  throttle  and  just  didn't  put  on  any  brakes  because  ...  it 
felt;  it  was  just  like  a  flat  tire.   It  really  felt  like  you  had  a  flat. 
So,  it  felt  like  the  best  thing  to  do  was  just  to  let  off  the  throttle  and 
just  hold  on  to  the  steering  wheel  and  just  ride  it  out.  That's  what  I 
did  at  first  because  I  thought  it  would  just  stop.  Then,  it  was  going 
from  east  to  west,  east  to  west.  Then,  when  I  straightened  out,  coming 
straight  ahead,  the  road  after  I  got  out  of  the  curve,  then  that's  when  it 
started  waving  north  to  south,  north  to  south.   It  was  just  like  waves. 

JM:    You  could  actually  see  the  roadway  surface  waving? 

HB:    Yeah.  Yeah,  you  could  really  see  it.   It  was  like  someone  crawling  under 
the  rug  or  something,  little  rollers  in  the  rug.   It  was  just  ... 
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JM:    Like  ripples? 
HB:    Yeah,  yeah. 

JM:    But  before  you  saw  that,  1t  was  shaking  from  east  to  west? 

HB:    Yeah,  but  I  was  coining  around  the  curve.   See,  I  was  on  an  upward  climb 
and  it  had  somewhat  like  a  curve  in  it  ...  when  you're  coming  in,  you're 
merging  on  and  you're  going  around  a  little  curve.   At  that  particular 
time,  it  was  going  east  to  west,  east  to  west.  Then,  all  of  a  sudden,  it 
started  going  north-south,  north-south. 

JM:    Let  me  show  you  this  overhead  photo.  This  is  32nd  Street  and  I'll  point 
to  where  your  truck  is  right  here,  where  it  came  to  rest  finally.   So,  you 
would  be  coming  from  ...  I'm  pointing  at  the  connector  from  80  to 
southbound  880.   So,  this  would  be  about  where  you're  describing  now,  in 
this  curve  here  probably? 

HB:    Yeah.   On  this  curve  right  here. 

JM:    On  this  curve  right  here? 

HB:  Yeah. 

JM:    From  right  over  here? 
HB:  Yeah. 

JM:    So,  this  is  about  where  you  first  felt  the  shaking  then,  the  sideways? 
HB:    Precisely,  yeah.   It  was  on  the  uphill  climb. 

JM:    So,  you  didn't  ...  you  didn't  brake  severely?  You  just  kind  of  took  your 
foot  off  the  gas? 

HB:    Yeah.   In  the  very  beginning,  I  thought  it  was  going  to  be  ...  I  didn't 
really  want  to  wreck  ...   I  didn't  think  that  the  freeway  was  going  to 
collapse  and  I  didn't  really  want  to  wreck  that  truck.   It  was  brand  new 
and  I  couldn't  wreck  it!   See,  like  I  told  you,  the  truck  only  had  about 
3,000  miles  on  it  and  I  couldn't  wreck  that.   So,  I  just  let  off  the 
throttle  and  just  rode  it  out.   Because  I  thought  it  would  just  be 
shaking,  ride  it  out  and  then  continue  on.   I  didn't  really  expect  the 
freeway  would  collapse  like  that  until  I  actually  saw  it  collapse.  But 
that  is  quite  a  distance  I  travelled.   I  don't  know.   But  on  an  uphill 
climb  ...  although  it  was  a  brand  new  truck  and  it  really  didn't  have  a 
lot  of  weight  on  it.    It  did  ...  it  was  quite  a  distance.   Because  coming 
out  of  the  curve  and  in  the  curve  was  when  actually  it  started  shaking  the 
first  time. 


What  happened  then?   I  mean,  what  ...  is  this  when  you  impacted,  or  lost 
control .   Coul d  you  tel 1  me  what  happened  then  after  you  took  your  foot 
off  the  gas? 
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HB:   Well  basically,  this  is  what  happened.  When  it  ...  what  happened  after 
...  after  I  took  my  foot  off  the  pedal,  a  piece  in  front  of  me  dropped, 
OK?  When  that  happened,  then  I  ...  ironic  as  it  may  seem,  I  was  thinking 
to  myself  "Hey,  wait  a  minute!"  This  is  unusual!   So,  then  what  I  did  was 
actually  out  of  fear  or  whatever.   I  did  throttle  once  again,  but  I  had  to 
to  get  to  a  piece  that  was  stable.   When  I  did  that,  it  fell.   Then,  when 
it  fell,  there  was  a  piece  in  front  of  me  that  hadn't  fell  or  fallen. 
That  piece  ...  because  ...  it  was  like  one  of  the  top  had  dropped  to  the 
bottom  deck  and  the  other  piece  had  dropped  but  it  didn't  drop  completely 
down,  not  enough  to  go  up  on.   It  was  like  a  big  wall  of  cement  in  front 
of  me.  That's  when  I  locked  up  the  brakes  and  just  jackknifed  it,  turned 
it  away. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  impacting  with  other  cars  or  anything? 

HB:   That's  ironic.   I  think  ...  everytime  I  think  about  that,  that  time,  I 
know  this  isn't  helpful  to  you,  but  at  times  I  think  that  the  cars;  we  all 
had  went  over  into  that  ...  in  fact,  I'm  more  than  sure  what  happened  was 
...  that's  when  I  hit  my  brakes.  All  the  cars  had  cluttered  up  in  that 
little  area  and  saw  that  I  was  headed  right  for  them.  That's  when  I 
slammed  on  the  brakes  and  tried  to  steer  away.  That's  why  I  turned  that 
way,  trying  to  steer  away  from  the  cars.   Yeah,  they  had  cluttered  up  in 
one  little  corner  for  some  strange  reason.   Everybody  went  into  that 
little  corner. 

JM:    So,  that's  basically  where  you  all,  you  came  to  rest  then? 
HB:  Yeah. 

JM:    Let  me  show  you  a  photo  of  your  ...  I'll  just  make  this  photo  #1.  This  is 
where;  this  is  your  truck  here  on  photo  #1,  where  it  came  to  rest.  Is 
that  how  you  visualize  it? 

HB:  Yeah. 

JM:    Let  me  show  you  photo  #2  here,  and  there's  another  car  ...  there's  a  car 
right  here.  Do  you  recall  the  people  in  that  car  at  all,  or  ... 

HB:   Yeah,  there  was  people  in  that  car. 

JM:   That  was  a  Honda  Civic. 

HB:    Yeah,  there  was  a  lady  in  that  car  I  think,  I'm  not  sure.  At  the  time  I 
had  took  ...  afterwards  ...  I'm  not  too  sure  about  ...  I  think  there  was  a 
lady  in  there. 

JM:    Then,  the  cars  in  back  of  your,  in  back  of  the  trailer.   I'll  show  you 
picture  #3  here,  if  you  can  recall  anything  about  those  cars  and  the 
occupants  there? 

HB:    No.   I  never  really  got  a  ... 
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JM:   Then,  I'll  show  you  picture  #4,  if  that  would  refresh  your  mind.  They're 
all  about  the  cars  around  you. 

HB:    No.   Well,  like  I  said,  after  I  hit  ... 

JM:    Then,  #5  and  #6.    If  you  want  to  just  take  a  look  at  those,        .  maybe  to 
refresh  your  memory.   So,  picture  #1  would  basically  be  where  your  truck 
came  to  rest. 

HB:    Yes,  that's  where  it  came  to  rest.  But  like  ...  to  be  totally  honest  with 
you,  I  don't  know  if  those  cars  were  there  or  if  they  wasn't.   I  really 
don't.   I  ... 

JM:    That's  fair  enough,  yeah.   How  did  you  get  out  of  the  truck? 

HB:    Well,  I  tried  to  open  the  door  and  it  wouldn't  open.   I  was  nervous  and 
when  I  looked  outside,  I  was  practically  hanging  over  the  freeway.   So,  I 
had  to  climb  out  the  window.   I  climbed  out  the  driver's  window  and  I 
wasn't  thinking  because  the  windshield  wasn't  even  in  the  truck!   I  took 
...  I  remember  taking  the  seatbelt  off  and  I  climbed  outside  the  driver's 
window.  Then,  I  basically  remember  getting  on  the  radio  and  explaining  to 
my  dispatcher  that  I  had  been  involved  in  an  accident  and  I  got  out  and  I 
looked  and  I  seen  this  lady  in  this  car  here  and  I  called  back  and  I  said 
to  ...  I  was  unaware  that  there  were  people  underneath  my  trailer.  I 
wasn't  aware  of  that! 

JM:    You're  talking  about  the  cars  in  back  of  you? 

HB:    Yeah,  or  the  ones  underneath. 

JM:  Underneath. 

HB:    So,  I  wasn't  aware  that  they  were  there  until  I  got  out.   I  cut  off  the  . 
engine;  the  truck  was  still  running.   I  don't  know;  I  think  I  passed  out 
but  I'm  not  sure.   But  when  it  was  all  over,  the  truck  was  running.   I  got 
out.   I  climbed  out  through  the  window.   I  looked  and  seen  this  lady  here 
with  blood  on  her  face. 

JM:    That's  1n  the  Honda  there?  Right  in  front  of  your  car? 

HB:    In  the  Honda,  yeah.  So,  I  went  back  and  got  on  the  radio  and  called  for 
help.   But  then  after  looking  at  the  freeway  ...  at  that  particular  time, 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  all  of  California  or  the  Bay  Area  was  just 
all  wrecked.   So,  I  figured  calling  for  one  freeway  when  buildings  had 
fell  and  freeways  fell  everywhere  ...  I  just  hung  up  the  radio;  just 
turned  the  radio  off  after  that.   But  they  did  respond  and  then  I  started 
hearing  other  calls  on  there  about  other  people  and  that's  when  I  just 
gave  up.   Then  ... 

JM:    On  your  radio? 

HB:    Yeah.   I  just  gave  up.  Then,  I  got  out  and  I  was  walking  towards  this 
lady  and  basically,  that's  when  ...  after  making  the  calls  and  telling 
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them  that  the  freeway  had  collapsed  and  to  send  an  ambulance  or  some  kind 
of  help,  I  turned  back  to  walk  toward  this  lady  and  somebody  yelled  out 
don't  touch  her  because  she  might  have  some  kind  of  injuries  or  something 
like  that.  Then,  right  then  and  there  I  guess,  I  just  lost  it  myself!  I 
don't  know.  That's  when  ...  see,  I  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  the  time 
and  I  just  couldn't,  it  was  like  I  couldn't  stay  awake.   I  was  just 
tired.   I  just  wanted  to  sleep.  That  was  one  reason,  I  was  just  like  real 
tired. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  how  you  got  down  off  of  the  top  deck? 

HB:   Yeah.   I  had  laid  down  for  a  while  and  got  a  little  rest.  They  ...  I 
think  I  climbed  down.   I  don't  know.  Yeah,  I  climbed  down. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  to  the  hospital?  Do  you  remember? 

HB:    In  an  ambulance. 

JM:    In  an  ambulance? 

HB:  Yeah. 

JM:    Which  hospital  did  you  go  to? 
HB:  Providence. 

JM:    Were  you  admitted  there  at  Providence?  Did  you  stay  overnight? 
HB:    No.   No,  I  went  home  that  same  night.  Yeah. 
JM:    What  was  your  injuries? 

HB:    Really  I  was  just  ...  well,  my  arm  was  sore.   Legs  really  sore.   But  my 
mouth  was  totally;  my  lip  was  all  busted.  They  had  to  stitch  it  up. 
Basically  just  chipped  teeth  and  whatever,  just  your  basic  bruises.   But  I 
guess  it  was  quite  natural  at  a  time  like  that.  But  when  I  got  the  oxygen 
...  I  wasn't  ...  OK.   I  was  really  tired  at  first,  but  then  they  let  me 
1  ay  down  and  rest  for  awhi 1 e  but  the  doctor  tol d  them  . . .  there  was  a 
woman  standing  over  me  all  the  time.  There  was  two  of  them  in  fact.  And 


JM:    This  was  at  Providence? 

HB:    No.  This  was  on  the  freeway.  We  were  up  there  for  a  while  I  think.  They 
were  standing  over  me  and  they  kept  talking  to  me  so  I  wouldn't  go  to 
sleep.   But  I  did  want  to  go  to  sleep  but  they  kept  preventing  me  from 
going  to  sleep.  Then,  they  came  along  and  gave  me  some  oxygen.  That's 
when  everything  ...  that's  when  I  felt  a  lot  better  and  basically  can 
remember  more,  because  ... 

JM:    So,  you  mentioned  that  you  had  your  seatbelt  on? 

HB:    Yeah,  seatbelt. 

I  •  
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JM:   What  kind  of  seatbelts  in  this  truck  here? 
HB:    Just  a  waist  one,  goes  around  your  waist. 
JM:    It  doesn't  have  a  shoulder  type  of  thing? 
HB:  No. 

JM:    So,  the  only  injury  you  are  aware  of  it  just  this  lady  that  was  in  this 
Honda  here? 

HB:    Well,  there  was  another  car.  This  car  here,  I  believe  this  car  in  the 
very  back  ...  this  lady  was  ...  I  think  this  is  the  car.  This  lady  was 
all  by  herself  and  she  was  really,  really  hurt  ...  really,  really  bad. 

JM:    That's  in  #6,  the  car,  the  farthest  one  in  the  back? 

HB:    Yeah,  the  furthest  one  in  the  back. 

JM:    Kind  of  by  itself  there? 

HB:    Yes.   She  was,  it  seems  that  she  was  by  herself  and  I  think,  I  think  these 
cars  went  off  that  ...  I  don't  know,  but  I  think  they  went  off  the  cliff 
too.   I  think  we  all,  all  these  ones  in  front  and  her  too,  had  to  go  off. 
For  some  reason  I  remember  a  cliff  or  something,  some  kind  of  cliff.  The 
freeway  broke  and  it  wasn't  a  cliff.   It  was  where  the  freeway  collapsed 
and  you  went  diving  down.   I  don't  know  ...  but  she  must  have  went  off 
there  too,  because  she  was  really,  really  hurt. 

JM:    Do  you  recall  her  name  or  anything? 

HB:  No. 

JM:    Do  you  know  how  the  lady  that  was  in  this  Honda  in  front  of  your  truck, 
how  she  got  out  of  the  car  or  anything  at  all  about  that? 

HB:    No.  They  told  ...  to  just  leave  her  alone,  leave  her  alone.   At  that 

time,  there  was  some  people  up  on  the  freeway.   They  were  running  around. 
Actually,  I  really  don't  know  how  long  if  I  was  out  or  not.   Because  it's 
funny  that  there  were  ...  like  basically,  when  I  got  out  or  crawled  out  of 
the  truck,  it  seems  like  a  very  short  time  later  there  were  doctors  on  the 
scene,  and  people  up  on  the  freeway  running  around. 

JM:    You  mean  like  police  officers  or  firemen,  or  ... 

HB:  What  it  was  was  a  Highway  Patrolman  and  he  had  instructed  us  to  stay  where 
we  were  at  that  particular  time.  Then,  he  had  told  us  to  get  off  in  case 
there  was  a  second  shake.  But  there  were  doctors  that  came  from  the  Army 
Base,  but  that  was  like,  I  don't  know,  it  seemed  like  such  a  short  time 
afterwards.  But  I  guess  it  wasn't  that  long.  It  wasn't  like  a  half  hour 
or  anything  like  that.  It  was  maybe  10,  15  minutes  and  they  was  there,  I 
guess. 
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JN:   When  the  earthquake  ...  during  the  earthquake,  I  want  to  get  back  to  when 
you  tried  to  describe  the  motion  of  your  truck.   How  would  you  describe 
it?  Rocking,  swerving  or  how  would  you  describe  that,       I,  the  motion  of 
your  truck? 

HB:    The  motion  of  the  truck? 

JN:   Just  a  little  earlier,  you  talked  about  it  rocking  back  and  east  and  west? 

HB:   Yeah.  That  was  the  freeway  going  east  to  west  and  then  it  started  going 
north  to  south  and  waving.  But  in  the  truck  itself,  it  was  just  basically 
...  there  was  no  control.  There  was  basically  no  control.   It  was  like, 
it  felt  like  ...  I  knew  it  was  an  earthquake,  but  it  felt  like  it  was  flat 
but  it  seemed  like  I  had  at  least  five  or  six  flat  tires  on  that 
tractor-trailer.   It  was  just  no  control  of  it  at  all.   It  basically  went 
where  it  wanted  to  even  though  I  was  holding  onto  the  steering  wheel.  I 
got  a  good  grip  on  it  when  it  went  nose-diving  and  that's  when  I  knew 
something  was  wrong.   But  I  had  to  accelerate  to  get  to  a  better  part  of 
the  freeway.   I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  whole  thing,  that  it 
wasn't  just  going  to  stop  on  the  second  layer.   I  didn't  want  the  cement 
to  come  falling  down  on  me.   It's  ironic,  but  that's  how  you  think!  You 
really  think  quick  in  a  situation  like  that! 

JN:  From  the  time  that  you  got  this  broadcast  on  the  radio  and  from  the  time 
you  felt  the  first  shaking  back  and  forth  until  your  truck  came  to  rest, 
how  many  seconds  would  you  say  went  by.   I  know  that's  maybe  difficult  but 


HB:    From  the  time  I  got  the  call  on  the  radio  to  when  ... 
JN:    From  the  time  you  first  felt  the  shaking  starting. 

HB:    Oh,  it  was  about  ...  I  would  say  a  couple  of  minutes.   I  know  ...  see,  now 
everyone  says  it  was  a  15  second  earthquake.   But  it's  hard  for  me  to 
believe  that  that  was  15  seconds.   I  mean,  I  wasn't  ...  I  don't  know  if 
the  earthquake  had  finished  and  then  the  freeway  was  just  still  falling 
...I  don't  know  what  the  situation  was.   I  don't  even  know  if  ...  I 
really  don't  know  ...  I  do  believe  I  was  ...  when  I  hit,  when  I  came  to. 
rest,  I  do  believe  I  passed  out  because  I  don't  know  if  it  was  still 
shaking  or  not  then.   Because  all  I  know  is  it  was  falling  and  I  had  just 
hit  the  wall.   After  hitting  the  wall,  I  got  out  and  it  was  so  quiet.  I 
cut  the  engine  off  and  there  was  just  complete  quiet  like  everything  ... 
it  seemed  like  everything  had  just  stopped.   So,  I  would  say  two  minutes. 
It  seemed  like  it  to  me.   I  don't  know  though. 

JN:    Do  you  know  of  any  people  that  assisted  you?  Do  you  know  of  any,  if  those 
people's  names,  any  ... 

HB:    I  sure  don't.   I  remember  there  were  a  couple  kept  on  saying  their  names 
to  me.  There  were  two  ladies  that  stayed  with  me  the  whole  time.  They 
really  helped  me  a  lot  because  at  the  time  I  felt  kind  of  bad  about  that. 
I  figured  being  able-bodied  ...  being  a  young  man,  I  should  be  out  helping 
and  like  I  said,  I  felt  it  was  a  disaster  everywhere.   But  at  that 
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particular  time,  the  only  thing  I  could  do  was  just  really  lay  down.  So, 
they  really  helped  me  because  ...  I  guess  they  did  because  people  have 
explained  to  me  that  you  can  go  into  some  kind  of  shock  or  something  if 
you  know,  go  to  sleep  or  something,  you  know  how  that  goes.   So,  they  kept 
me  awake  and  then  they  did  sit  there  and  ...  but  I  don't  know  their 
names.   I  can  barely  remember  their  faces. 

JM:    How  would  you  describe  ...  can  you  describe  these  people  who  helped  you? 

HB:    OK.   One  was  an  older.   I  know  one  had,  I  think,  blue  eyes.   They  were 
both  Caucasian.   They  were  women;  one  was  young  and  one  was  a  little 
older.  That's  about  all  I  know  about  them. 

JM:    Did  they  just  have  street  type  clothes  on,  or  did  they  have  uniforms? 

HB:    No,  they  had  street  clothes.  They  were  actually,  I  think,  behind  ...  they 
were  behind  the  piece  that  fell.   I  think  they  came  down  ...  they  were 
explaining  they  had  just  came  off  the  San  Francisco  Bridge.  They  were 
talking  to  each  other  about  that.   I  think  they  were  on  that  freeway,  but 
I  don't  think  they  were  on  the  particular  piece  that  fell. 


JM: 


Well,  that's  all  I  have  then, 
is  1635  hours. 


I'll  shut  the  tape  recorder  off.  It 
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D-44,  i  was  Interviewed  by  Investigator  Paul  Wong  #8736, 

on  November  4,  1989,  at  approximately  1125  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted 
at  residence,  .  Alameda.  The  statement  was 

tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

PW:  Investigator  Paul  Wong,  CHP 
CC: 

PW:  ,  could  you  state  your  full  name  and  spell  your  last  name 

please.  . 

CC: 

PW:    Do  I  have  your  permission  to  take  this  tape  report  interview. 
CC:  Yes. 

PW:    Your  current  address  is? 
CC:  i,  Alameda. 

PW:    Your  date  of  birth? 
CC:  11/25/62. 

PW:    Your  driver's  license  is 
CC:  Yes. 

PW:    Your  current  home  phone  number? 
CC: 

PW:    Can  I  call  you 
CC:  Yes. 

PW:  about  five  minutes  or  ten  minutes  prior  to  the  earthquake,  where 

were  you  on  the  highway  approximately? 

CC:  Probably  I  was  on  80,  I  think.  Coming  south. 

PW:  Coming  from  where? 

CC:  Coming  from  Richmond. 

PW:  You  were  headed  where? 

CC:  To  Alameda.   My  home. 

PW:  Do  you  travel  this  route  often? 
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CC:  Yes. 

PW:  So,  you're  familiar  with  the  freeway? 

CC:  Yes. 

PW:  At  the  time  you  entered  onto  Interstate  880,  how  was  the  traffic  at  that 
time? 

CC:  I  don't  remember. 

PW:  You  don't  remember? 

CC:  I  don't. 

PW:  Do  you  remember  seeing  any  cars  in  front  of  you  at  that  time? 

CC:  No.  This  is  kinda  oblique. 

PW:  What  lane  were  you  travelling  in  when  you  entered  Interstate  880? 

CC:  I  don't  really  know.   I  think  maybe  the  left  lane  but  I'm  not  sure. 

PW:  Which  is  the  fast  lane? 

CC:  Yeah. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  how  fast  you  were  travelling? 
CC:  No. 

PW:    Do  you  remember  any  other  cars  on  880  at  that  time  before  the  earthquake? 
CC:  No. 

PW:   What  was  the  first  thing  that  caught  your  attention  that  something  was  not 
right? 

CC:    I  can't  really  remember  what  caught  my  attention.  Naybe  the  one  thing  I 
remember  the  truck  jackknifing  in  front  of  me. 

PW:    Is  that  the  first  thing  you  remember  at  this  time? 

CC:    I  think  so.  That  I  can  remember  now. 

PW:    Do  you  feel  anything  while  you  were  driving?  You  were  on  the  southbound 
top  deck  right? 

CC:  Yes. 

PW:    Did  you  feel  anything  strange  occur,  the  handling  or  anything? 

CC:    I  think  that  it  seems  like  the  whole  thing  was  bouncing  but  I'm  not  sure. 
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PW:  That's  the  first  thing  you  remember  recalling? 

CC:  Uh-huh. 

PW:  You  know  where  you  were  approximately  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

CC:  No.   I  just  know  where  my  car  ended  up.   At  32nd  and  Cypress. 

PW:  How  do  you  know  it  was  32nd? 

CC:  Because  it  says  on  the  window  of  my  car.  That's  what  they  wrote.  That's 
the  only  way  I  know. 

PW:    You  say  you  remember  seeing  the  freeway  rolling  or  something  like  that? 

CC:  Yes. 

PW:    Was  it  an  up  and  down  motion  that  you  saw? 

CC:    It  seems  like  it  was.   Like  a  rolling,  like  waves. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  side  motion  in  your  car? 

CC:    Uh  ... 

PW:    Or  anything  along  that  line? 
CC:    No,  I  don't  remember. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  any  type  evasive  action  that  you  took  when  the  earthquake 
struck? 

CC:    I  remember  thinking  that  I  was  trying  to  avoid  hitting  the  truck,  but  I 
don't  know  what  I  did  in  reaction  to  that.   But  I  remember  seeing  the 
truck  in  front  of  me  and  I  just  wanted  to  avoid  it. 

PW:  At  this  point,  you  do  recall  seeing  a  truck  in  front  of  you? 

CC:  Yes. 

PW:  To  the  right  or  to  the  left? 

CC:  I  think  it  was  just  in  front  of  me.   I  think  it  went  across  the  lanes. 

PW:  Was  the  truck  at  that  time  stopped  or  was  it  still  in  motion? 

CC:  I  think  it  was  still  in  motion. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  braking,  or  swerving,  or  anything  like  that? 

CC:  I  don't  know  what  I  did. 

PW:  How  was  the  freeway  in  front  of  you?  Do  you  remember?  Was  it  still  in 
one  piece  or  was  there  any  damage  at  all? 
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CC:    I  don't  remember. 

PW:    Do  you  recall  being  hit  by  other  cars  or  anything  like  that? 

CC:    I  think  I  remember  the  impact  but  I  don't  know  in  what  sequence  it 
happened.  Hitting  the  truck. 

PW:   Do  you  recall  what  you  hit? 

CC:    I  think  I  recall  hitting  the  truck  or  driving  underneath  the  trailer. 

PW:    How  were  you  hurt  from  the  accident  on  the  Cypress? 

CC:    I  had  several  cuts  and  abrasions  and  I  had  a  concussion  and  shock. 

PW:    Did  you  black  out? 

CC:  Yes. 

PW:    Do  you  have  any  idea  how  long  you  blacked  out? 

CC:    No.   I  think  I  was  home  within  an  hour  and  15  or  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
it  happened. 

PW:    Do  you  remember  anything  right  after  the  impact? 

CC:    I  think  that  I  remember  looking  up  at  the  truck  and  yelling  for  help.  Two 
women  came  and  helped  me  get  out  of  the  car. 

PW:    You  remember  that  part?  Do  you  remember  getting  off  the  structure  or 
being  taken  down? 

CC:    I  don't  remember  but  I  talked  to  people  that  remembers  saying  that  I  came 
down  a  ladder. 

PW:  As  far  as  personal  memory,  you  don't  remember? 

CC:  No. 

PW:  Do  you  remember  going  to  the  hospital. 

CC:  I  kinda  remember  being  in  the  hospital. 

PW:  Do  you  know  what  hospital  that  was? 

CC:  Alameda. 

PW:  Do  you  recall  seeing  any  other  vehicles  besides  the  truck  that  jackknifed 
around  you? 

CC:    No.   I  can't  remember. 
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PW:   The  truck  is  the  only  thing  that  pops  into  your  mind  at  this  time?  Do  you 
remember  seeing  anybody  hurt  up  there? 

CC:  No. 

PW:    Is  that  the  only  thing  that  you  remember  about  the  freeway  structure  was 
the  up  and  down  motion? 

CC:    I  think  I  remember  a  loud  crashing  noise. 

PW:    That  was  before  you  saw  motion? 

CC:   That's  what  I  don't  remember.   It's  kind  of  all  together. 
PW:    A  crashing  sound  like  what? 

CC:    Well  I  thought  it  was  an  explosion  or  a  bomb.  That's  what  I  thought 
happened. 

PW:    Did  you  realize  that  it  was  an  earthquake  at  that  point? 
CC:    No.   It  seemed  stronger  than  an  earthquake. 

PW:    You  don't  remember  anything  that  would  indicate  to  you  something  was  wrong 
besides  the  up  and  down  motion,  the  jackknifing  of  the  truck? 

CC:    No.   I  don't  remember.   It  happened  really  fast. 

PW:    You  don't  need  glasses  to  drive  do  you? 

CC:  No. 

PW:    You  hadn't  taken  any  medication  or  anything  like  that? 
CC:  No. 

PW:    How  was  your  overall  health  at  that  time 
CC:    Prior  to  that?   Fine.  . 

PW:    You're  in  pretty  good  health  then?  Do  you  have  anything  that  you  would 
like  to  add  that  maybe  I  may  have  missed  asking  you,  that  you  might 
remember  about  the  incident? 

CC:    I  don't  think  so. 

PW:    Were  you  treated  and  released  at  the  hospital? 
CC:  Yes. 

PW:    You  mentioned  earlier  that  on  impact  somehow  your  driver's  seat  folded 
back? 
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CC:   Yes.   I  don't  remember  it  happening  but  after  seeing  my  car  ...  the 
driver's  seat  and  the  passenger  seat  reclined  back. 

PW:    You  were  wearing  your  3 -point  system  seat  belt? 

CC:  Yes. 

PW:    If  you  don't  have  anything  else  to  add,  I'm  going  to  end  the  interview  at 
approximately  1135  hours.  Thank  you. 
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0-45,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  October  31.  1989,  at  approximately  1615  hours.  The  interview  was 
conducted  at  Oakland.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded. 

The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  the  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:   Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
RJ: 

SM:    What  I'd  like  you  to  do  is  just  go  ahead  and  tell  me  everything  that 
happened;  where  you  started  out  from,  and  then  just  take  me  through  the 
events  of  the  earthquake. 

RJ:    OK.   I  was  in  San  Francisco.   I  had  a  doctor's  appointment  so  I  had  left 
work  early  to  go  to  my  doctor's  appointment  in  Alameda.   I  was  driving 
along  the  Cypress  overpass  on  the  upper  deck  and  everything  was  pretty 
normal  and  traffic  was  very  light  and  then  all  of  a  sudden,  it  felt  like 
the  car,  my  car  and  the  car  that  was  a  little  further  ahead  of  me  and  to 
the  left,  started  speeding  up.   I  wasn't  accelerating.   My  first  impulse 
was  there  was  something  wrong  with  the  accelerator,  so  I  went  on  my 
brakes.  When  I  went  on  my  brakes,  that's  when  the  rippling  started  and  it 
was  like  being  in  a  sea.  You  see  sky  and  then  you  see  cement  and  I  got 
kind  of  bounced  around  and  thrown  around.  When  it  all  stopped,  I  didn't 
know  what  hit  me  or  what  I  hit.  Then,  I  stopped  and  to  my  left  was  a 
white  semi  that  my  car  had  stopped  against,  and  straight  in  front  of  me 
was  the  edge  of  the,  part  of  the  freeway  that  had  ...  well,  my  part  of  the 
freeway  had  dropped  like  two  or  three  feet,  so  it  was  the  edge  of  that 
other  section  of  the  freeway.  My  car  had  gone  pretty  much  straight  on 
into  it  from  what  I  remember.  When  it  all  stopped,  I  knew  I  was  hurt.  I 
was  just  sitting  there  and  a  couple  of  minutes  later,  or  it  might  have  . 
been  really  soon  after  I  stopped,  a  couple  women  was  knocking  on  the  rear 
side  of  the  car.   So,  I  unlocked  it  and  the  only  door  that  they  could  open 
was  the  rear  right  door  and  they  pulled  me  out  of  the  car.   I  remembered 
to  get  my  glasses,  because  that  was  off  my  face,  and  the  change  ...  the 
little  compartment  that  holds  change  in  the  car  that's  normally  under  the 
front  dash  on  the  right  hand  side,  was. on  my  chest.   I  remember  taking 
that  off  and  getting  out  of  the  car.  When  they  got  me  out  of  the  car,  I 
realized  that  I  was  hurt,  and  my  leg  had  a  big  hole  in  it.   I  knew  I  was 
in  shock  but  I  was  kind  of  walking  around  a  little  bit  and  then  I  saw  ... 
the  semi  that  I  was  up  against,  there  was  a  white  BMW  under  the  semi  and 
then  I  saw  this  black  guy.   He  looked  really  disoriented.   He  was  just 
kind  of  weaving  all  over  the  place.  Then,  the  two  women  that  helped  me 
went  to  help  somebody  else.   So,  I  went  and  sat  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
on  the  left  side  of  the  road,  and  some  other  guy  stuck  his  head  over  the 
left  side  of  the  freeway,  he  was  on  a  long  ladder,  and  said  you  guys 
better  get  off,  come  down  here  because  this  whole  thing  might  just  come 
down.   But  his  ladder  looked  really  rickety,  so  everybody  didn't  do  what 
he  said.   Then,  I  ...  time  was  a  little  weird  for  me.    I  don't  know 
exactly  how  long  went  by.   But  the  CHP,  two  CHP  came  up  from  a  ladder  on 
the  left  side  of  the  freeway  and  said  to  go  down  there.   So,  I  ...  for 
some  reason,  I  had  my  shoes  in  my  hand  and  I  walked  down  the  ladder. 
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Actually,  they  threw  my  shoes  down  to  somebody  down  on  the  bottom  and  I 
walked  down  the  ladder  and  the  same  women  that  helped  me  originally,  they 
laid  a  towel  on  the  ground  so  I  could  lay  down  because  my  back  was  really 
hurting.  Then,  a  little  while  after  that,  a  helicopter  was,  I  guess,  on 
the  overpass  picking  up  some  woman  that  was  really  injured  and  ...  I  think 
part  of  the  things  I  saw  when  I  was  up  there,  before  I  came  down,  was  this 
woman  had  banged  her  head  and  it  looked  like  her  right  eye  and  she  was  in 
a  lot  of  pain.  A  lot  of  people  were  trying  to  get  her  to  lay  down.  So, 
then  I  was  on  the  ground,  and  the  helicopter  went  by  and  it  was  really 
windy  and  it  blew  everything  away.  Then,  a  little  while  after  that,  they 
put  me  on  a  stretcher  and  then  they  put  me  on  the  back  of  a  pickup  truck 
and  they  took  me  to  Merritt  Hospital.  After  ...  when  we  got  to  Merritt 
Hospital,  they  put  me  on  a  stretcher  outside  and  after  a  while,  they  took 
me  inside.  They  didn't  put  me  in  the  emergency  room.  They  put  me  in 
another  section  and  the  internist  came  in  and  looked  me  over  and  the 
nurses  called  my  husband  and  they  stitched  me  up  and  gave  me  some  pain 
killers  and  sent  me  home. 

SM:   How  often  do  you  take  the  Cypress  Structure?  Do  you  travel  to  San 
Francisco  often?   Is  that  where  you  work? 

RJ:    Yeah,  that's  where  I  work.   I  don't  go  that  way  very  much  at  all.   It  was 
just  that  day  I  had  the  doctor's  appointment  that  I  went  that  way. 

SM:    So,  that  you  were  coming  from  your  work  in  San  Francisco  and  going  to 
Al ameda? 

RJ:  Yes. 

SN:    Do  you  travel  that  route  frequently  enough  to  be  able  to  describe  what  the 
normal  traffic  conditions  are  normally  at  that  hour? 

RJ:    I  used  to  live  in  Alameda.  So,  for  5  o'clock,  it  was  pretty  light.  But 
normally  going  into  Alameda,  I  think  it  was  lighter  than  usual  traffic. 

SN:    Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  in  when  you  got  onto  880? 

RJ:   When  I  got  Onto  the  Cypress  Structure,  I  was  not  in  the  far  left.   I  was 
either  in  ...  I  wasn't  in  the  far  right,  so  I  was  in  the  middle  two  lanes. 

SM:    What's  the  number  of  the  lane?  The  fastest  lane  would  be  the  #1  lane,  the 
slowest  lane  would  be  the  #4  lane.  So,  you  were  either  in  #2  or  #3? 

RJ:  Yeah. 

SM:    You  don't  recall  exactly  which? 

RJ:    Yeah.  Well,  I  don't  recall  because,  when  it  first  started  the  car  felt 
like  it  was  going  to  the  left  hand  side  without  me  steering.  So,  that's 
why.  My  guess  is,  I  would  be  in  #3  lane  and  when  it  started,  when  the 
movement  started,  I  drifted  into  #2  lane.   But  I'm  not  sure  exactly  about 
that. 
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SM:    How  about  the  traffic  around  you?  You  said  it  was  light.  Was  it  like  in 
groups,  or  was  it  kind  of  like  sparsely  spread  out? 

RJ:    It  was  sparsely  spread  out.   I  didn't  realize  this  until  after  I  saw  video 
taping  of  the  news  that  my  friends  taped.   I  thought  there  was  ...  I 
didn't  even  see  the  semi.   I  thought  there  was  some  just  regular  car  to 
the  left  and  quite  a  ways  ...  well,  not  maybe  ...  I'm  not  very  good  with 
distances.   Maybe  it  was  40  feet  in  front  of  me  to  the  left.   That's  the 
only  car  I  noticed. 

SM:    About  how  fast  would  you  say  you  were  going?  How  fast  was  traffic 
flowing? 

RJ:    Oh,  55,  60. 

SM:    How  many  people  were  in  your  car? 
RJ:    Just  one. 

SM:    Now  we  placed  your  car  on  the  map  when  everything  stopped  at  about  24th 
there.   Do  you  recall  where  you  were  when  it  first  started?  Do  you  have 
any  kind  of  conception  about  what  kind  of  distance  you  travelled  from  the 
beginning,  when  you  noticed  something  happening,  until  when  your  car 
stopped? 

RJ:    No  idea.   It  was  ...  it  just  went  so  fast  that  I  didn't  ...  I  mean,  I 

really  didn't  know  where  I  was  until  I  saw  that  photograph.  But  there's  a 
lot  of  footage  on  TV  on  where  my  car  was. 

SM:    Your  car  is  actually  pictured  as  one  of  the  ones  on  the  video  tapes? 

RJ:  Yeah. 

SM:    How  about  the  vehicles  ...  do  you  recall  any  of  the  vehicles  next  to  you 
before  things  started?  You  said  you  don't  recall  the  semi. 

RJ:    No,  I  don't  remember  seeing  the  semi.   I  don't  remember  ...  I  remember  the 
car  that  was  slightly  ahead  of  me  was  a  darker  car,  and  that's  all  I 
remember . 

SM:    Your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong,  I  think  you  mentioned  that 
it  seemed  like  you  were  accelerating  without  stepping  on  the  gas? 

RJ:    Yeah,  and  drifting  to  the  left.  Then,  somewhere  in  there  I  remember 
seeing  like  a  dust  burst,  on  the  left  hand  side. 

SM:    What  did  you  do  when  you  felt  your  car  accelerating  and  drifting  to  the 
left? 

RJ:    I  went  on  my  brakes. 

SM:    Were  you  attempting  to  pull  over  to  check  out  what  was  wrong  with  your 
car,  or  did  you  have  any  indication  what  was  going  on? 
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RJ:   Oh,  that  was  happening  too  fast  for  that.  By  the  time  I  went  on  my  brakes 
is  when  everything  started  getting  thrown  around. 

SM:   Did  you  notice  what  any  of  the  other  cars  around  you  were  doing? 

RJ:   No.   I  didn't  even  know  what  I  was  doing. 

SM:   So,  it  accelerated,  it  started  drifting  to  the  left  ...  then  how  did  it 
stop?  What  happened  until  you  came  to  a  stop? 

RJ:    I  was  just  ...  things,  I  mean,  I  was  kind  of  ...  it  was  so  fast!   I  just 
remember  getting  tossed  around  in  the  seat  and  seeing  sky  and  then  seeing 
cement  and  it  just  happened  so  fast  that,  I  heard  crashes  and  bangs  and 
then  it  stopped. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  impacting  with  the  car  in  front  of  you? 

RJ:  No. 

SM:   Do  you  recall  somebody  hitting  your  car  from  behind  or  from  any  side? 

RJ:    No.   No,  it  was  just  ...  there  was  so  much  movement  that  I  really  didn't 
register  any  of  that. 

SM:    So,  we've  pinpointed  your  vehicle  as  coming  to  rest  somewhere  around 
24th.   Can  you  picture  the  other  vehicles  around  you  after  everything 
stopped? 

RJ:   The  white  semi  was  to  my  left  and  I'm  sure  my  car  was  like  smacked  against 
it.  There  was  a  white  BMW  under  the  semi,  and  from  what  I  remember,  it 
looked  like  where  the  BMW  was,  the  road  had  gone  down  so  the  BMW  looked 
like  it  was  under  the  semi.  But  by  this  time,  I  knew  I  was  in  shock 
because  things  kind  of  came  and  went.   It  was  ...  some  imagery  was  really 
bizarre;  it  was  kind  of  surreal. 

SM:    So,  you  were  stopped  either  in  the  #2  or  the  #3  lane  and  next  to  you  on 
your  left,  so  that  would  have  been  in  the  #1  lane,  there  was  the  semi,  the 
white  semi?  Then,  the  white  BMW  was  underneath  the  trailer  of  the  semi? 

RJ:    urn-hum,  urn -hum. 

SM:    Any  other  cars  around? 

RJ:    Well,  seeing  the  video  tape,  then  I  realized  on  the  other  side  of  the  semi 
was  another  van  and  another  car. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  seeing  any  of  the  occupants  of  those  cars;  of  the  semi  or 
the  BMW? 

RJ:    Well,  I  only  saw  that  black  guy  that  was  really  disoriented.  He  was  just 
walking  around  wildly.   I  mean,  he  was  not  walking  straight. 

SM:    But  you  don't  know  where  he  really  came  from? 
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RJ:    No,  I  don't  know  1f  he  came  from  ...  I  thought  he  came  from  the  semi,  but 
I'm  not  sure  of  that  at  all .   Of  course,  I  don't  even  know  where  the  two 
women  that  helped  me  came  from. 

SM:    How  about  the  occupants  of  the  BMW?  Were  you  able  to  see  them  at  all? 

RJ:  No. 

SM:    The  two  women  helped  you  out  of  your  car.   Were  you  wearing  your  seatbelt 
at  the  time? 

RJ:    I  was  wearing  my  seatbelt.    I  undid  my  seatbelt. 
SM:    Was  it  a  shoulder  harness  and  everything? 
RJ:  Yes. 

SM:    So,  after  the  impact  and  everything  stopped,  you  undid  it,  right? 
RJ:  Yeah. 

SM:    Were  you  on  the  driver's  side  of  the  car  still? 
RJ:  Yes. 

SM:    But  that  plastic  coin  thing  had  broken  apart  and  come  over  to  your  side? 
RJ:  Yeah. 

SM:  Then,  the  two  women,  they  went  around  and  knocked  on  the  right  rear  door? 
RJ:  Yes. 

SM:    They  opened  that  door? 

RJ:    Well,  I  reached  back  and  unlocked  it  for  them.    If  I  remember  correctly, 
it  seemed  like  the  driver's  seat  had  been  tilted  back,  so  that  it  was  like 
a  lot  easier  for  me  to  reach  back  because  there  was  a  lot  more  room 
between  the  driver's  seat  and  the  back  of  the  car.   It  was  a  lot  more 
accessible  than  if  it  was  straight. 

SM:    That's  the  way  that  they  opened  that  door  and  that's  the  way  that  you  got 
out  of  the  vehicle? 

RJ:    Yeah.   They  kind  of  dragged  me  out  of  there. 

SM:    Now  you  say  you  were  injured.   Can  you  give  me  some  specific  detail  about 
the  type  or  injuries  that  you  felt  you  had  at  that  time? 

RJ:    At  that  time,  I  knew  my  back  was  hurt.   My  back  was  just  killing  me  from 
the  get -go.   When  I  looked,  I  knew  my  leg  was  sprained  but  I  didn't  know 
how  badly  and  it  started  to  swell  already.   Then,  when  I  looked  down  at  my 
leg,  I  saw  this  big  hole.   It  was  about  the  size  of  like  a  silver  dollar. 
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I  was  thinking  that  was  interesting;  it's  not  bleeding  that  much.   It  was 
only  a  trickle  of  blood.   I  went,  "God,  that's  really  a  big  hole  in  my  leg 
and  it's  not  bleeding!"   So,  the  women  were  going  "It's  OK;  it's  OK". 

SM:  Was  that  the  right  leg  or  the  left  leg? 

RJ:  Right  leg. 

SM:  Thigh?  Calf? 

RJ:  It's  right  here. 

SM:  It's  right  below  your  knee  on  the  outside  of  your  ... 

RJ:    Right  leg,  yeah.  Most  of  my  injuries  was  on  the  right  side.  The 

bruising,  most  of  the  bruising,  was  exactly  where  the  seatbelt  was  across 
the  left  shoulder  and  across  the  stomach.  Then,  I've  been  feeling  a  lot 
of  pain  in  the  upper  chest  area.  Well,  of  course,  the  back  ...  all  the 
way  across  the  back,  but  more  so  on  the  right  side.  Then,  I've  been 
noticing  pain  also  on  the  left  side,  right  along  here  in  the  stomach. 

SM:    Yeah.  Well,  you  had  to  be  tossed  around  quite  a  bit  for  the  seatbelt  to 
leave  marks.  We  don't  need  to  worry  about  other  occupants.  You  really 
don't  know  what  happened  to  the  occupants  around  you.   How  would  you 
describe  the  motion  of  your  car  besides  the  acceleration  and  the 
drifting?  Did  you  notice  any  swing,  any  up  and  down  motion? 

RJ:    There  was  ...  when  it  was  in  the  beginning,  when  it  first  ...  I  mean, 

everything  happened  so  fast!   When  it  first  started  to  drift  to  the  left, 
there  was  no  side  to  side  motion.   It  was  just  like  an  acceleration, 
drifting  to  the  left.  Then,  when  I  went  on  the  brakes  is  when  the. 
rippling  started  and  it  was  every  way.   It  was  just  like  being  put  in  a 
box  and  just  shaken.   It  was  really  loud  and  it  was  front  and  back  and 
motion  to  the  side. 

SM:    Side  to  side  and  up  and  down? 

RJ:  Yeah. 

SM:    You  describe  it  as  like  being  on  an  ocean  wave,  that  you  would  come  up  and 
see  the  sky  and  then  down  and  see  the  pavement? 

RJ:   Yeah,  yeah.   But  very  quickly.   It  was  loud. 

SM:    You  figured  it  was  crashing  of  cars,  or  what  other  types  of  noises? 
RJ:    Bangs  and  that  kind  of  noises. 

SM:    What  did  you  think  ...  did  you  ever  have  an  idea  the  freeway  was  falling? 
Did  it  ever  ...  did  that  ... 

RJ:    My  one  thought  was  this  could  be  it!   I  knew  it  was  a  quake.   I  didn't 
know  at  first  when  it  felt  like  the  car  was  speeding,  but  then  as  soon  as 
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the  rippling  started,  I  knew  it  was  a  quake  because  there  was  a  kind  of  a 
tension  in  the  air  that  I've  always  felt  with  quakes. 

SM:    Did  you  think  the  freeway  was  falling,  or  did  you  have  a  feeling  that  it 
was  falling  down? 

RJ:  I  didn't  have  time  for  a  thought.  That  was  the  one  thought  that  I  had.  I 
mean,  I  don't  even  think  I  felt  scared.  I  just  had  that  one  thought,  this 
could  be  it. 

SM:    Did  you  ever  get  a  feeling  of  falling  down? 

RJ:    No.  The  only  feeling  I  got  was  being  tossed  about.   It  was  kind  of  like 
an  amusement  park  ride,  a  very  extreme  amusement  park  ride. 

SM:    Prior  to  all  this  happening,  before  you  got  in  your  car  and  got  on  the 
freeway,  did  you  have  any  alcohol? 

RJ:  No. 

SM:  Are  you  on  any  kind  of  prescription  drugs? 

RJ:  No. 

SM:  No  medication  or  any  kind? 

RJ:  No. 

SM:  Do  you  have  vision  restrictions  when  you  drive? 

RJ:  I  wear  glasses. 

SM:  You  had  them  on  at  that  time?  You  already  mentioned  that  they  were 
knocked  off. 

RJ:  Yes. 

SM:  Prior  to  all  of  this  happening,  did  you  consider  yourself  in  good  health? 

RJ:  Excellent  health. 

SM:  What  kind  of  diagnosis  did  the  doctors  give  you  on  your  injuries? 

RJ:    Extreme  whiplash,  sprained  ankle  and  contusions  and  he  says  there  was 

ripped  muscles  and  tendons.   Because  I  was  complaining  ...  the  thing  that 
now  is  most  obvious  is  upper  right  chest  pains  and  he  says  it's  still  a 
little  swollen  and  that's  because  of  the  torn  muscles  and  ligaments  and  of 
course,  the  bruising  from  the  seatbelt.  That  was  most  obvious  where  the 
stomach  is  and  when  I  went  to  him,  it  was  purple  all  the  way  across  and  it 
had  stuck  out  like  about  an  inch.   Now  I  can  still  feel  the  bumps  and 
that,  but  the  purple  has  gone  down. 


SM:    What  doctor  are  you  treating  with?  Is  this  at  Merritt  Hospital? 
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RJ:  No.  The  physician  that  treated  me,  that  stitched  my  leg  up,  was  at 
Merritt  Hospital,  and  they  gave  me  an  ankle  and  back  x-ray.  But  my 
personal  family  doctor  is  and  he's  the  one  that  I  went  to  see. 

I  don't  remember,  I  think  it  was  like  two  days  later. 

SM:    Where  is  his  office  located? 

RJ: 

SM:  When  you  went  to  the  side  of  the  structure  after  the  earthquake,  after  you 
got  out  of  the  car  ...  the  citizen  came  up  with  a  rickety  ladder  which  you 
decided  to  wait  on? 

RJ:  Right. 

SM:  Then,  there  was  another  ladder,  a  fire  truck  ladder,  or  an  aluminum 
1  adder? 

RJ:    It  was  an  aluminum  ladder. 

SM:   There  was  Highway  Patrol  people  there,  and  ... 

RJ:    Yes.  Well,  there  was  ...  actually,  before  when  I  was  just  kind  of  walking 
around  after  the  quake,  I  saw  on  the  ...  I'm  not  real  good  with  left  and 
right  ...  on  the  high  side  of  the  freeway,  which  is  away  from  the  side  we 
went  down,  I  saw  a  CHP  on  a  bike  drive  up.   I  don't  remember  exactly.  I 
think  he  might  have  started  climbing  up  the  structure,  but  I  don't 
remember  that  exactly. 

SM:   Then,  you  laid  down  on  a  towel  on  the  sidewalk? 

RJ:  Yeah. 

SM:   Then,  did  medical  personnel  come  and  check  you  out  there,  or  did  they  move 
you  again  to  another  place  before  you  were  transported  to  the  hospital? 

RJ:   There  was  no  medical  personnel  there  at  that  time.   A  lot  of  people  kind 
of  ...  I  don't  know  what  they  were  or  who  they  were,  but  a  lot  of  people 
kind  of  stopped  and  looked  at  me.   But  I  don't  think  they  were  medical 
people.  So,  I  think  the  only,  the  first  medical  people  that  looked  at  me, 
was  at  the  hospital. 

SM:    So,  how  did  you  get  from  down  on  the  ground  ...  after  you  got  off  the 
.  ladder  and  were  laying  down  on  the  ground,  then  how  did  you  get 
transported  to  the  hospital? 

RJ:   They  ...  it  seemed  like  ...  I'm  not  sure  about  this  because  I  was  kind  of 
like  in  and  out,  but  ...  I  was  conscious  the  whole  time,  but  I  think  my 
sense  of  reality  was  not  all  there  a  lot  of  the  time.   I  think  they  picked 
me  up  by  the  towel  and  put  me  on  some  kind  of  a  stretcher  and  then  they 
put  the  stretcher  on  the  back  of  a  pickup. 

SM:    Amazing,  isn't  it?  Just  a  regular  pickup? 
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RJ:    Yeah,  yeah. 

SM:    Somebody's  personal  vehicle? 

RJ:    Yeah.  Then,  I  remember  they  said  move  over  because  there's  another  " 
stretcher  coming  on  and  they  didn't  want  to  squish  my  hand.   So,  I  moved 
over  as  best  I  could  and  they  put  ...  I  guess  there  was  two  of  us  on  the 
back  of  this  pickup  and  another  guy  rode  in  the  back. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  those  people  at  all?  Any  kind  of  description? 

RJ:    No.   No,  I  don't  remember. 

SM:    How  about  a  description  of  the  women  that  helped  you  out  of  the  car? 

RJ:    Oh,  the  two  women.   The  one  was,  I  think  she  may  be  in  her  forties, 
Caucasian,  female.  The  other  one  was  Asian. 

SM:    How  about  ...  heavy  set?  Tall,  short? 

RJ:    Medium.   I  have  actually  ...  because  she  had  my  shoes,  I  have  her  address 
here  somewhere.   She  called  me  after  a  couple  of  days  because  she  was 
going  to  send  my  shoes  back  to  me. 

SM:    We'll  get  that  from  you  then.  Do  you  have  anybody  that  you  can  think  of 
as  doing  anything  heroic?   I  mean,  anything  out  of  the  ordinary,  heroic 
efforts,  that  you  ... 

RJ:    I  think  this  woman  ...  that  was  really  incredible.   I  mean,  everybody  was 
really  nice.   It  was  really  ...  just  like  the  media,  everybody  just  came 
together. 

SM:    What  I'll  do  then  is  that  as  soon  as  we  finish  taping,  I  have  another 

form.   We're  also  trying  to  identify  people  who  did  provide  assistance  and 
helped  people  get  out  of  things  that  were.  We're  trying  to  track  the^ 
down  and  get  their  names  and  addresses  and  identify  those  people  al.«  Is 
there  anything  else  that  you  can  think  of  about  it  that  ...  any 
recollections  that  you  don't  think  we've  covered? 

RJ:    No,  I  don't  think  so.   I  think  that's  it. 


SM:    I'm  going  to  terminate  the  interview.  The  time  is  1650  hours. 


I 
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D"46.  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville,  #10290 

on  November  1,  1989,  at  1025  hours.  The  interview  took  place  at  Providence 
Hospital  in  Oakland.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present; 

Identification: 

JM:   John  McCarville,  CHP 
EC: : 


JM:  First  off  I  do  need  your  full  name. 
EC: 


JM:  G? 


EC:  Uh-huh. 


JM:  Do  you  know  your  driver's  license  number  off  hand? 

EC:  (Laughter) 

JM:  It  is  a  New  York  license. 

EC:  (More  laughter) 

JM:  Too  big.   You  got  it.  Let  me  see  if  I  have  your  residence. 

EC: 

JM: 

EC:  Mayopac,  New  York 


JM:  Mayopac.  The  vehicle  you  were  driving  was,  the  license  on  it  was 
EC:  Right 

JM:    A  New  York  license  plate.    Is  that  registered  to  you? 


EC:  Yes 


JM:   Now,  if  you  can,  just  in  your  own  words  go  ahead  and  go  through  the 
incident,  the  earthquake  incident  for  us. 

EC:    Well,  the  best  I  can  describe  is  that  I  was  driving  down  there  and  all  of 
a  sudden  everything  started  to  heave  up  in  front  of  us,  twist,  and  then  we 
went  down,  and  then  the  concrete  snapped,  I  actually  saw  the  concrete 
snapped  and  the  tractor-trailer  on  my  right,  ahead  of  us,  swung  over, 
blocked  the  roadway  and  the  next  thing,  I  know  slammed  into  it.    If  I  had 
not  slammed  into  the  tractor-trailer,  I  think  I  would  have  gone  off  the 
edge  there. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-454 


JM:   We'll  try  to  get  a  little  more  detail.  Had  you  travelled  this  route 
before?  Had  you  been  through  there  before? 

EC:   Oh  yeah,  yeah. 

JM:   Do  you  travel  it  very  often? 

EC:  On  no.  We  just  happened  to,  my  daughter  and  I,  just  happened  to  go  up  to 
Reno  and  we  came  back.  I  have  travelled  up  there  before,  when  we've  been 
here  before,  going  to  Vallejo  and  Reno. 

JM:  Your  direction  was? 

EC:  We  were  coming  back  towards  Hayward  from  Reno. 

JM:  So,  you  were  coming  southbound  from  the  top  deck. 

EC:  Right  on  the  upper  level. 

JM:  How  heavy  was  the  traffic  there? 

EC:  In  spots,  it  was  heavy  and  then  it  was  sparse,  it  was  here  and  there. 

JM:  Sometimes  there  were  cars  and  sometimes  there  wasn't? 

EC:  Right. 

JM:  Do  you  remember  what  lane  you  were  in  before  everything  started  happening? 

EC:    Let's  see,  the  hammer  laner  lane,  then  this  lane.  I  think  I  was  in  this 
lane  here. 

JM:   The  third  lane  from  the  left? 

EC:    I  think,  yeah. 

JM:   Do  you  remember  about  how  fast  you  were  going,  how  fast? 
EC:    60,  65. 

JM:    Not  unusually  fast  or  slow? 

EC:    No,  just  the  normal,  regular  pace. 

JM:    How  many  people  were  in  your  vehicle?  Just  your  daughter,  you  had  with 
you? 

EC:    Yes,  just  my  daughter  and  I. 

JM:    Do  you  remember,  do  you  remember  any  features  or  cross  streets  where  you 
were  when  the  quake  first  began? 

EC:    No.   It  happened  so  fast,  I  couldn't  tell  you  where  I  was. 
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JM:   What  do  you  recall  about  the  vehicles  that  were  on  the  freeway  near  you. 
Like  the  truck  that  you  mentioned. 

EC:  The  truck  was  the  only  thing  that  I  recall. 

JM:  That's  it?   Is  that,  which  truck  is  it? 

EC:  The  big  tractor-trailer. 

JM:  The  big  tractor-trailer.   Is  it  the  green  one?  Was  it  green? 

EC:  No. 

JM:  The  white  one. 

EC:  Black  and  white  with  black  writing  on  it. 

JM:  White  with  black  writing.   Do  you  know  anything  about  the  people  that  were 
there?  The  people  that  were  in  the  truck  or  around  you. 

EC:    No.   Because  the  truck  was  hanging  over  the  side.   But  on  my  left,  there 
was  a  white  car  which  I  would  say  I  was  partially  on  top  of  which  I  could 
see,  a  twisted  car  and  the  next  thing  I  heard  was  somebody  hollering,  a 
girl  hollering  "help  me,  help  me."  The  next  thing  I  know,  someone  came  up 
and  told  me  that  help  is  coming  on  the  way  and  I  asked  what  happened.  He 
said  we  just  had  an  earthquake.   I  said  there  is  somebody  down  here,  and 
with  that  this  girl  was  able  to  get  herself  out  and  just  walk  right  out 
there. 

JM:    That  was  the  first  time  you  realized  that  it  was  an  earthquake? 

EC:    Yeah.   Because,  an  earthquake  was  the  furthest  thing  from  my  mind.  I'm 
not  from  here,  I'm  from  New  York  and,  I've  felt  a  tremor  before,  but  this 
here,  this  I  never  ... 

JM:  Well,  even  those  that  live  out  here  haven't  felt  ... 

EC:  I  never  saw  ... 

JM:  Something  like  that. 

EC:  Pardon? 

JM:  Even  those  of  us  that  live  out  here  haven't  felt  one  like  that  before. 

EC:    I  mean  that  road  just  broke  like  a  pretzel.    It  was  like  nothing  and  the 
smell  of  concrete  after  that  break  ... 

JM:    Dust  1n  the  air? 

EC:    Was  just  dust.    It  was  unbelievable.   Now  you've  seen  pictures  of  that  I 
guess.   What  is  1t,  there  is  one  bridge  out  here,  out  west  years  ago  that 
someone  took  pictures  of  it  waving. 
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JM:  Yeah. 

EC:  This  was  similar  to  the  action  I  had  only  it  just  didn't  keep  on  waving. 
It  waved  and  then  snapped.  That  is  exactly  what  happened. 

JM:    I  have  some  pictures  of  that. 

EC:    I  don't  think  it  was  that  real  twisted  but  it's  a  good  idea  of  just  about 
what  happened. 

JM:    So,  you  said  it  raised  up  at  first? 

EC:    It  seemed  like  it  raised  up  and  then  we  went  down  and  I  think  that  by 

going  down,  I  think  the  road  was  flipped  to  the  left  a  little  bit,  I  don't 
know,  because  the  tractor-trailer  just  like  it  slid  across  and  I  slammed 
into  it.   I  don't  even  know  if  I  had  time  to  put  the  brakes  on  to  tell  you 
the  truth. 

JM:    You  don't  remember  what,  anything? 
EC:    I  have  no  idea. 

JM:  I  believe  that.  So,  you  don't  know  what  you  did  there.  The  first  thing 
you  noticed  was,  I  mean  the  roadway  was  actually  coming  up  ahead  of  you, 
is  that  what  ... 

EC:    It  went  up  and  then  went  down. 

JM:    Went  up  and  went  down.  Then,  was  it  side  to  side  or  every  which  way.  Can 
you  ... 

EC:    Well,  as  I  say,  it  was  a  little  bit  of  a  twisting  motion  like  and  then  up 
and  down.   My  daughter  apparently  has  no  visions  of  what  happened  and  ... 

JM:    I'll  get  her  address  from  you  in  a  minute  because  I  would  like  to  tape 

her,  as  well.   Let's  see,  we  got  that.   We  know  where  your  vehicle  came  to 
rest,  we  know  what  cars  were  around  you.  How  was  it  that  you  got  out  of 
the  car? 

EC:    Well,  the  fire  department 

JM:    It  was  the  fire  department? 

EC:    I  think  it  was.   I  think  maybe  the  fire  department,  and  I  know  there  was  a 
paramedic  there  because  I  found  this  out  later  on.   Because  he  helped  my 
daughter,  he  stuck  with  my  daughter,  but  he  helped  get  me  out  and  I  don't 
know,  maybe  there  was  five  or  six  of  them  and  they  had  to  get  the  jaws  of 
life. 

JM:    It  would  have  been  the  fire  department  then. 

EC:    Yeah.   I  told  them  to  take  my  out  the  back  because  I  had  a  van  but  they 
said  they  couldn't  do  it  and  then,  I  don't  know  what  the  reason  was,  and  I 
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think  my  daughter  was  lying  back  there  so  he  couldn't  pull  me  out  that  way 
because  of  her.   So,  I  said  take  my  daughter  out.  He  said  we  can't  take 
your  daughter  out  until  you  come  out  first.   So,  he  got  me  out  first. 

JM:    I  saw  the  pictures,  and  I  thought  it  would  have  been  easier  to  go  out  the 
other  way  or  the  back  way. 

EC:    I  don't  know  what  the  circumstances  were  at  the  time. 

JM:    Can  you  specifically  describe  the  injuries  that  you  received? 

EC:   Well.  At  the  time  of  the  accident,  my  legs  were  numb.   I  had  no  feeling 
from  the  waist  down.   Now,  I  have  had  an  operation,  I  have  what  they  call 
a  compression  fracture.   My  bone  shattered  and  part  of  the  bone  went  into 
the  spinal  cord  channel  and  the  other  part  of  the  bone  was  pressing 
against  my  nerves,  so  I  had  pressure  there  and  what  they  did  was  get  that 
bone  out  of  the  channel  and  relieve  the  pressure  against  the  nerves  and 
they  put  a  pin  in  it.  Now  they  took  a  bone  transfer  as  being  fused  and 
after  the  operation,  I  had  a  little  movement  in  my  thighs  which  I  didn't 
have  before,  so  that  probably  is  a  good  sign  because  the  pressure  had  been 
relieved  and  it  is  just  a  matter  of  my  spinal  cord  and  the  nerves  to  come 
back  to  function  again.   How  extensive  the  nerve  damage  is,  he  can't  be 
for  certain,  but  he  said  with  this  rehabilitation  and  therapy  that  he 
seemed  very  optimistic  that  my  chances  of  walking  again  are  75-100%. 

JM:    Good.   What  is  your  doctor's  name? 

EC: 

JM:    You  cut  your  eye  there? 
EC:    Oh  yeah.    I  had  ... 

JM:    Laceration  over  your  right  eye  and  your  right  elbow.   We  have  a  medical 
release,  I'll  show  it  to  you  here,  if  you  will  release  your  medical 
records  when  you  were  admitted  here  for  the  report. 

EC:  Yeah. 

JM:  I'll  have  you  sign  that.  Your  daughter  did  get  out  and  she  was  rescued  as 
well  by  the  fire  department  personnel? 

EC:  Right. 

JM:    What  are  her  injuries. 

EC:  She  had  three  fractured  vertebrae,  but  her  fractures  were  just  a  fracture, 
so  therefore,  she  just  has  to  wear  a  corset.  She  can  move  around  a  little 
bit  at  a  time  and  rest.  So,  it  is  just  a  matter  of  healing. 

JM:    You  said  that  she  was  at  your  other  daughter's  house? 

EC:  Right. 
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ON:   Do  you  know  the  address  or  the  phone  number. 
EC:    Let  me  get  it  for  you. 

JN:    No,  that  is  all  right.   Let  me  go  through  a  couple  of  these  other 

questions  and  I'll  have  you  finish  this  up  real  quick  here  and  then  I  can 
get  that  from  you.   Everybody  is  accounted  for  that  was  in  your  vehicle? 
You  say  that  the  gal  in  the  white  car  got  out  and  was  walking  around? 

EC:   As  far  as  I  know,  she  got  out. 

JM:   You  don't  know  about  the  people  in  the  truck? 

EC:    Here  is  the  funny  thing.  My  son-in-law  who  works  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Bay,  there  is  a  credit  union  next  door  to  him  and  he  happened  to  go  in 
there  for  some  reason  and  he  told  them  about  what  happened.  The  girl  who 
works  in  the  credit  union,  it  was  her  father  who  was  in  the  tractor 
trailer.   Small  world? 

JM:    Small  world. 

EC:    Here  is  another  funny  thing.   I  know  a  fellow  in  New  York  who  is  a 
trucker,  he  had  just  passed  15  minutes  ago,  going  towards  Reno. 

JM:    Oh,  going  the  other  direction,  on  the  lower  deck. 

EC:    Yeah.  He  had  just  passed.  He  was  gone  about,  he  said  about  15  minutes. 
Somebody  in  New  York  told  me.  They  were  speaking  to  him. 

JM:   What  is  his  name? 

EC:    All  I  know  is  his  first  name  is  Boston.   I  could  get  his  name.   I  mean  as 
ironic  as  it  is,  he  was  going  the  other  way  and  I  was  going  this  way. 

JM:    A  long  ways  from  home. 

EC:    Yeah,  I  had  to  drive  3,000  miles  to  find  that  spot. 

JM:    The  motion,  a  little  more  detail  here,  if  you  can.   The  motion  of  your 
vehicle  during  the  earthquake,  were  you  able  to  control  it  at  all. 

EC:    I  tried,  I  really  don't  think  so.   I  mean,  it  happened  so  fast.   I  don't 
even  think  I  had  a  chance  to  hit  the  brakes. 

JM:    You  said  that  the  roadway  raised  and  was  then  going  side  to  side,  that  you 
saw  a  break  in  it  somewhere? 

EC:    Yeah.  I  saw  the  roadway  break.   Now  where  that  section  fell  over  and  wound 
up,  I  don't  know.   But,  that  was  a  terrible  sight. 

JM:    I  bet  it  was.   Here  are  some  good  questions  for  you.   Do  you  wear  glasses? 

EC:  Yes. 
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JM:   Were  you  wearing  them  when  1t  happened? 
EC:  Yes. 

JM:    What  is  your  vision  without  your  glasses? 

EC:    Oh,  pretty  bad. 

JM:    Pretty  bad.   With  them? 

EC :    Normal . 

JM:    No  problem.   Were  you  on  any  medication  or  drugs  at  the  time? 
EC:  No. 

JM:    Anything  to  drink. 
EC:  No. 

JM:    How  would  you  describe  your  health. 
EC:  Good. 

JM:    I  think  that  does  1t.   I'll  show  you  a  picture  here,  just  for  your  own 
benefit  if  you  want  to  see  it  of  the  entire  structure  and  I'll  get  the 
name  of  your  daughter  from  you  and  that  will  conclude  the  tape  recorded 
interview.    It  is  10:39. 
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P-46A,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  1,1989,  at  approximately  1237  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  '  ,  Hayward.  The  statement  was  tape  recorded. 

The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:   John  McCarville.  CHP 

DC: 

BC: 

JM:    Also  present  is? 
DC: 

JM:  Just  the  three  of  us.  What  happened  the  other  day? 

DC:    Oh,  well,  a  major  stretch  of  road  fell  beneath  us.   I  remember  we  were 
driving  down  the  road,  coming  back  from  Reno,  and  I  remember  the  car  just 
started  bouncing  up  and  down,  saw  the  cars  around  us  bouncing  and  you 
could  see  the  road  like  a  roller  coaster  weave  up  and  down  and  then  just, 
it  was  gone,  it  seems.   It  just  dropped  and  us  with  it.   At  that  point, 
the  van  went  off  the  side  because  it  kind  of  leaned  that  way  to  the  left. 
We  went  with  that  lean  and  rammed  into  a  truck. 

JM:  You  shouldn't  of  done  that. 

DC:  It  wasn't  our  fault.   I  swear. 

JM:  Are  you  familiar  with  that  stretch  of  freeway?  Do  you  go  up  there  a  lot? 

DC:  Very,  very  rarely. 

JM:  Very  rarely.   You  were  coming  southbound,  you  were  coming  back  home? 

DC:    Yeah,  we  had  just  gotten  where  the  road  splits  to  go  to  either  the  bridge 
or  to  880  and  680,  I  think.   I'm  not  positive.   I'm  not  the  familiar. 

JM:    How  heavy  was  traffic?  Do  you  remember? 

DC:    Yeah,  I  do,  because  I  was  listening  to  the  radio  trying  to  get  a  traffic 
report  because  I  noticed  that  it  was  really  light.    I  figured  we  were 
going  to  be  back  up  way  before  that  and  that  is  when  the  radio  started 
going  dead.   Just  after  the  traffic  report,  it  started  going  dead,  and 
things  started  going  haywire.   But,  it  was  much  lighter  than  usual. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  what  lane  you  guys  were  in? 

DC:    We  were  in  the  far  left. 

JM:    In  the  far  left  lane? 
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DC:   Uh-huh,  in  the  fast  lane. 

JM:    I  think  when  it  comes  around  there,  I  don't  remember  where  it  merges 
into.  Your  Dad  thought  you  might  have  been  over  in  the,  I  think,  the 
third  lane  or  so. 

DC:    Yes,  there  is  only  three  lanes.   I  know  we  were  in  the  far  left  because  I 
was  making  a  comment  about  the  car  in  front  of  us  that  they  should  move 
over,  because  we  were  in  the  far  lane. 

JM:  Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  car  that  was? 

DC:  It  was  a  little  white  car.   I  remember  that.   It  now  looks  like  a 
convertible. 

JM:  That  was  the  one  that  ended  up  underneath  the  truck,  there? 

DC:  Yeah. 

JM:  Do  you  remember  how  fast  you  guys  were  going? 

DC:  60,  65  maximum. 

JM:  We  got  him  now,  don't  we? 

DC:  I  know,  right.  This  is  on  tape.  No,  I  think  it  was  about  60. 

JM:  How  many  people?  Just  you  and  your  dad  in  the  car? 

DC:  Yeah,  it  was  just  us  two. 

JM:  Do  you  remember  a  cross  street,  do  you  remember  any  kind  of  a  cross  street 
or  land  mark,  when  the  earthquake  began  where  you  were? 

DC:    I  just  remember  it  was  shortly  after  we  had  taken  the  880  split  there  and 
that  we  were  going  across  that.   I  know  we  were  up  on  the  level,  but  ;  her 
than  that  I  don't  remember  any  landmarks.  Things  just  happened  so  fast. 

JM:    What  do  you  recall  about  the  other  vehicles  that  were  beside  you  there? 
You  described  the  white  car. 

DC:    The  white  car,  that  is  the  only  car  that  I  remember,  because  we  made  the 
comment  about  that  car  and  I  remember  seeing  the  truck  that  we  hit.  That 
truck,  I  believe  was  in  the  far  right  and  he  just  went  across  and  that's 
all  that  I  can  really  remember. 

JM:    What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong?   I  didn't  write 
the  questions. 

DC:    The  first  indication  was  when  I  was  listening  to  the  radio  and  all  of  a 
sudden  it  went  crackle  and  then  it  went  off  and  I'm  like,  "What  the  heck", 
and  that  is  when  the  car  started  bouncing.   I  saw  the  cars  in  front  of  us 
going  up  and  down  and  the  road  just  started  dropping.   It  was  like 
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"whoa".  You  know  1t  happened  so  fast.  That  was  my  first  indication.  A 
lot  of  people  said  that  it  seemed  like  it  was  a  flat  tire  ...  and  that's 
true  because  you  started  losing  control. 

JM:    Did  you  notice  what  the  other  vehicles  did?  You  said  that  the  truck  came 
over? 

DC:    I  didn't  see  the  truck  go  over.   It  was  a  jumbled  mess  really.   Cars  just 
had  no  control.   None  whatsoever,  any  of  them. 

JM:    Do  you  know  what  ...  if  there  was  a  landmark  or  do  you  know  the  cross 
street  where  your  car  ended  up  coming  to  rest? 

DC:    No,  I  don't.    I  couldn't  tell  you. 

JM:    How  did  you  get  out? 

DC:    The  paramedics  took  about  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours  to  get  me  and  my 
father  out.   He  had  no  feeling  in  his  legs,  so  he  couldn't  move,  and  my 
left  leg  was  trapped  under  the  dashboard.   When  we  hit  the  truck,  it 
smashed  the  dashboard  down  around  my  leg  and  it  took  them  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  to  two  hours  to  get  us  out. 

JM:    So,  it  was  the  paramedics  and  it  was  the  fire  department  that  cut  you 
out?  That  did  the  work? 

DC:    Yeah,  I  guess.   There  were  a  lot  of  people  around.   There  was  one  person 
that  I  had  already  spoken  to  that  was  one  of  the  people  that  helped  me. 

JM:    What  were  your  specific  injuries? 

DC:    Well,  my  foot  was  badly  bruised,  nothing  broken,  but  it  is  still  swollen 
and  bruised.   I  have  had  stitches  in  my  elbow  that  was  in  a  cast  for  a  day 
because  there  was  fluid  in  there.   I've  got  stitches  in  my  forehead  and 
three  fractured  vertebrae. 

JM:    You're  up  and  around? 

DC:    Little  by  little,  better  each  day.   I  have  a  brace  on. 

JM:    Do  you  know  what  happened  to  the  people  in  the  other  cars?   In  the  white 
car  or  in  the  truck? 

DC:    My  sister  and  my  mother,  when  they  went  to  the  van  to  get  our  belongings 
and  whatever  they  could  salvage,  there  was  someone  there  taping  the  car 
and  they  didn't  think  that  she  survived,  but  she  did.   She  has  no  memory, 
from  what  I  understand.   She  just  blanked  the  whole  thing  out. 

JM:    At  the  time  you  were  up  there,  you  didn't  see  her? 

DC:  I  didn't  see  her  no,  but  as  soon  as  it  happened,  I  heard  her  scream.  I 
know  1t  was  her  because  she  was  the  only  other  car.  "Somebody  help  me, 
help  me",  but  other  than  that. 
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JM:    Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  vehicle  during  the  earthquake?  What 
did  your  van  do? 

DC:    It  just  shook  like  crazy.   Like  I  said,  it  was  up  and  down  because  I 

remember  I  was  thrown.   I  hit  the  ceiling  because  I  remember  it  was  back 
and  forth  and  up  and  down  and  then  just  boom,  into  the  truck  and  stopped. 

JM:   What  was  the  first  indication  that  this  freeway,  structure  itself  was 

falling?  Did  you  see  the  roadbed  fall,  or  did  you  see  the  concrete  break? 

DC:    I  saw  the  whole  road  just  started  dipping  and  then  up  again  like  a  roller 
coaster  and  then  just  drop.   I  mean  we  were  looking  and  it  was  almost  like 
we  were  going  to  go  off  the  edge,  where  the  road  had  dropped,  and  you 
could  see  that. 

JM:    So  the  freeway  was  an  up  and  down  roller  coaster  kind  of  thing?  It  was 
more  than  side  to  side  or  could  you  tell? 

DC:    It  is  hard  to  tell.   I  mean  when  you  are  in  a  panicked  state,  you  know 
something  is  going  to  happen.   It  shook,  I  think  at  first  and  then  just 
dropped. 

JM:    Were  you  on  any  medication  at  the  time? 
DC:  No. 

JM:    How  did  you  consider  your  health  before?  Good  health,  no  problems? 
DC:    No,  I'm  fine. 

JM:    I  have  a  medical  release  to  release  copies  of  your  medical  records  to  the 
Highway  Patrol  to  include  in  the  report.   I  need  your  signature  for  that. 
You  don't  have  to  sign  that  if  you  don't  want  a  release,  but  this  is  how 
we  get  it  into  the  report.  You  mentioned  someone  that  got  you  out,  that 
helped  get  you  out?  Do  you  think  that  that  person  was  above  and  beyond 
the  call  of  duty? 

DC:   Yes,  definitely.  He  was  involved  in  it.  He  told  me  he  was  back  further 
before  the  road  had  collapsed.  He  was  one  of  the  first  people  on  that 
bridge.  He  turned  out  to  be  a  Captain  in  the  military  in  the  Army,  has 
paramedic  training  and  everything  else.   So  he  was  the  perfect  person  as 
far  as  I  can  tell. 

JM:  Do  you  have  his  name? 

DC:  Yeah. 

JM:  You  can  get  that  for  me  here  in  a  minute.   Do  you  have  any  questions? 

DC:  Not  really. 

JM:  It  is  12:46,  and  we  can  shut  this  off. 
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D-47,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell, 

#11092,  on  November  2.  1989.  at  1000  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  his 
place  of  business  at  The  statement  was  tape  recorded.  The 

following  in  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons 
were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell ,  CHP 
JH: 

SM:    If  you  can  just  tell  me  in  your  own  words  exactly  what  happened  on  that 
day. 

JH:    I  was  leaving  work  on  I  left,  left  the  office  about  ten 

minutes  to  five  and  got  to  my  car.   Everything  was  going  in  pretty  much 
the  normal  commute  going  home,  except  I  noticed  that  the  traffic  was 
pretty  light.   I  just  attributed  that  to  the  World  Series  going  on. 
Everyone  was  either  at  the  game  or  home  already.    I  had  no  problems 
getting  onto  the  bridge,  which  I  normally  have  to  wait  in  line.   I  just 
got  right  up  there  and  got  right  on  the  bridge  with  no  problem.  Traffic 
was,  like  I  said,  was  pretty  light.   I  went  all  the  way  down  to  past  the 
building  there  at  the  Toll  Plaza  and  made  the  turn  onto  the  Cypress.  Just 
as  I  got  past  the  ...  as  you  come  on  the  exit,  there's  a  little  bridge  and 
then  right  just  before  you  get  to  that  first  exit  off  the  Cypress 
Structure,  I  noticed  my  car  started  pulling  to  the  left.    I  thought  maybe 
I  either  had  a  blowout  or  my  steering  had  gone.  Then,  I  sort  of  ...  I  was 
looking  around  me  trying  to  figure  out  what  was  really  going  on  and  I 
noticed  the  road  in  front  of  me  was  waving  like  an  ocean  wave.    I  could 
see  the  other  cars  were  being  thrown  around  a  little  bit.   I  had  a 
sensation  of  falling,  but  it  didn't  really  seem  like  it  because  I  was 
still  on  the  roadway.    I  hit  my  brakes  and  I  was  sort  of  slowing  down.  I 
was  probably  travelling  at  about  60  miles  an  hour  originally,  and  I  was 
probably  doing  about  50  at  the  time  when  the  road  separated  vertically.  I 
drove  up  over  probably  like  a  five-inch  little  cliff.   At  that  moment, 
that's  when  my  hood  flew  open  and  then  slammed  back  shut  again.   I  smashed 
my  nose  onto  the  steering  column,  or  steering  wheel  I  mean,  and  I  came  to 
a  stop.   I  sat  there  for,  it  seemed  like  a  few  minutes,-. but  it  was 
probably  only  a  few  seconds  and  I  remember  smelling  blood  because  there 
was  blood  coming  out  of  my  nose.   I  remember  smelling  the  blood,  and  the 
dust  was  real  thick.   I  got  out  of  the  car  and  sort  of  numbly  looked 
around.    I  couldn't  really  see  anything  because  the  dust  was  really 
thick.    I  could  see  there  was  other  people  around  that  were  hurt.   So,  I 
grabbed  a  kleenex  that  was  in  the  car  and  held  it  up  to  my  nose  to  stop 
the  blood  and  I  was  ...  went  around  trying  to  help  other  people.  There 
was  a  gentleman  that  was  driving  the  semi  truck  that  was  just  a  little 
ways  away  and  he  looked  really  dazed,  so  I  was  having  him  sit  down  so  he 
wouldn't  just  walk  off  the  edge  or  something.   There  was  a  girl  who  was  in 
the  car  underneath  the  semi  truck.   At  least,  it  seemed  like  she  was 
underneath  the  semi  truck.    I  helped  her  out  and  then  we  ...  there  was  a 
van  there  and  one  lady  got  out  and  we  were  ...  there  were  some  people 
trying  to  help  to  get  the  other  people  out, and  I  think  they  realized  that 
they  were  too  injured  to  get  out  at  the  time.  Then,  I  remember  there  was 
a 
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gentleman,  probably  it  was  only  three  minutes  after  it  happened,  had  put  a 
ladder  up  and  he  was  telling  people  that  they  have  to  get  down  before  the 
whole  thing  comes  down.  There  was  another  guy  that  was  up  there.   He  was 
walking  around  trying  to  help  people  and  he  looked  unhurt  and  I  asked  him 
where  he  was  from  and  he  said  he  lived  in  the  area;  he  was  at  home  without 
realizing  he'd  climbed  up  there.   I  walked  back  towards  the  direction  I 
had  come  from  and  when  I  did  that,  then  I  was  able  to  look  up  and  I  saw 
the  old  roadway.   I  estimate  it  was  probably  about  20  to  25  feet  above 
me.  There  was  a  car  that  had  just  barely  made  it  onto  the  slab  I  was  on 
and  there  was  an  Army  doctor  helping  her  and  she  had  ...  one  guy  said  that 
she  had  lost  her  eyes.  She  had  blood  everywhere.  He  had  her  lay  on  the 
ground  and  she  was  pretty  bad,  in  pretty  bad  shock,  trying  to  keep  her 
talking.  Then,  finally  the  CHP  was  there  and  they  were  having  us  stand  in 
one  spot  at  first  and  then  finally,  I  think  they  realized  that  if  there 
was  an  aftershock,  the  whole  thing  could  come  down,  so  they  decided  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  for  us  to  get  off.  So,  there  was  a  ladder.  It 
extended  from  a  broken  section  of  the  upper  level  down  onto  the  off -ramp 
that  was  there.  So,  we  climbed  down  that.  Well,  first  ...  there  was 
people  climbing  down  but  at  first,  when  I  got  out  of  the  car,  I  somehow 
had  thought  of  getting  my  fire  extinguisher  out  of  the  trunk  of  my  car 
just  in  case  other  cars  caught  on  fire.   But  then  I  realized  I  wasn't 
going  to  need  this  when  I  climbed  down,  so  I  went  back  to  my  car  and  put 
that  in  my  car.  Then,  I  climbed  down  and  I  helped  move  away  the  fallen 
rock  that  was  there  so  cars  could  come  down  off  the  off -ramp  that  were 
still  sitting  there.  Then,  I  was  sort  of  wandering  around  in  a  daze. 
They  kept  having  me  sit  down  and  wouldn't  let  me  help  very  much.  Even 
though  I  didn't  feel  I  was  really  hurt  bad  enough  to  just  sit  there,  they 
wouldn't  let  me  help.   So,  I  figured  if  they  weren't  going  to  let  me  help, 
I  didn't  just  want  to  sit  there.  Then,  I  started  thinking  about  my  family 
and  wondering  if  they  were  OK,  because  we  live  in  an  apartment  building 
that  is  up  on  stilts  ...  parking  underneath.   I  was  wondering  if  this 
thing  fell,  what  happened  to  my  apartment  building?  So,  there  was  a  guy 
...  all  I  know  is  his  name  is  A  fairly  old  guy;  probably 

mid-fifties  to  low  sixties.   He  invited  me  into  his  ...  it  was  a  truck 
storage  lot  or  something  like  that.  He  invited  me  in  there  and  he  gave  me 
some  water  to  wash  off  all  the  blood  and  to  drink.   I  went  in  there  »  d  he 
had  a  phone  and  I  tried  to  get  through.   Of  course,  you  couldn't  get  a 
line.  Then,  we  finally  got  a  line  and  we  got  a  busy  signal  at  my 
apartment.    So,  I  knew  that  they  were  OK  because  we  ...  if  the  phone  had 
been  knocked  off  and  you  give  it  a  busy  signal.  So,  I  ...  well,  at  least, 
I  assumed  at  that  point  that  they  were  OK.   I  stayed  there  probably  for 
about  a  half -hour  and  that's,  that's  when  we  had  the  first  two  big 
aftershocks.   I  felt  those  and  of  course,  that  made  me  real  worried.  So, 
then  I  went  ...  I  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  a  ride  but  he  said  he 
couldn't;  he'd  like  to,  but  he  couldn't  because  he  was  afraid  of  leaving 
his  yard  unlocked  because  at  times  like  this  there  was  usually  a  lot  of 
looting,  so  he  was  afraid  of  leaving  there.  So,  I  said  OK.   So,  I  started 
walking  and  I  was  walking  down  ...  is  there  a  Wood  Street  there?   I  think 
it's  Wood.   But  anyway,  I  was  walking  down  Wood  and  I  ...  that  was  when  I 
got  the  first  ride.   He  took  me  all  the  way  down  to  7th  and  then  I  walked 
on  7th.    I  remember  passing  by  the  big  post  office  that's  there  on  7th.  I 
walked  past  and  I  walked  all  the  way  down  to  the  tubes  that  go  to 
Alameda. 
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SM:    That's  a  long  walk! 

JH:     I  know!    I  think  about  it  now  and  it's  probably  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
or  two  miles,  but  I  just  kept  on  walking.    I  have  bad  knees,  I  have  arthritis 
in  my  knees,  so  it  was  extremely  painful.   I  was  wearing  these  shoes  which  have 
no  padding,  so  I  had  big  blisters.   I  got  there  and  I  thought  well,  there's  a 
walkway  through  the  tube  so  I'll  just  walk  through  the  tube.   It  would  be 
faster  than  walking  down  to  the  bridges  which  I  knew  were  much  farther  away. 
So,  I  started  walking  through  the,  I  think  it's  the  Posey  Tube  that  comes  from 
Alameda  to  ...  it's  the  one  where  you  come  from  Alameda  to  Oakland,  I  think, 
the  Posey  Tube.   So,  I  started  walking  through  there  and  there  was  cars,  a 
steady  line  of  cars,  coming  through  and  all  of  the  sudden,  the  cars  weren't 
coming  through  anymore  and  I  realized  there  was  no  lights.   It  was  pitch 
black.   I'm  in  a  tube  under  the  water  and  we  had  just  had  a  serious 
earthquake.   I  like  ...  this  is  not  smart!    I  turned  around,  went  back  out. 
I'd  only  gone  in  about  a  third  of  the  way,  so  I  figured  if  I'd  been  halfway  I 
probably  could  have  convinced  myself  that  well,  you've  gone  halfway,  why  go 
half  back  when  you  can  go  half  forward?   I'd  only  gone  a  third  of  the  way.  So, 
I  sort  of  sprinted  back  out,  got  outside  and  then  I  walked  all  the  way  down  to 
5th  Street.   I  remember  that  because  I  got  there  and  I  saw  the  street  signs.  I 
walked  past  Laney  College  and  I  got  to  5th  Street.  There  was  some  lady  whose 
Volkswagon  had  broken  down,  or  had  just  stopped  running.   I  thought  maybe  well, 
if  I  pushed  her  ...  I  asked  her  if  I'd  give  her  a  push  start,  would  she  give  me 
a  ride  home.   She  said  sure,  no  problem.   Well,  I  tried  push  starting  her  for 
about  15  minutes  and  it  wouldn't  work.   So,  then  I  said  sorry  and  I  kept  on 
going.   I  passed  by  what  I  thought  at  first  was  just  a  police  officer  and  asked 
him  if  he'd  give  me  a  ride,  and  I  later  found  out  it  was  a  security  patrol. 
So,  they  were  already  on  the  outskirts  of  their  boundary  and  he  couldn't  go  any 
further  south.   So,  I  thought,  oh  great!   So,  I  just  kept  on  walking. 
Eventually,   there  was  a  pickup  truck  parked  at  an  intersection  and  I  asked  him 
if  he  could  give  me  a  ride  and  he  said  sure.   I  hopped  in  and  I  said  where  you 
heading  to?  He  ...  I  think  he  said  Union  City  or  something  like  that.   I  said 
well,  you  wouldn't  mind  giving  me  a  ride  to  like  the  Park  Street  Bridge  in 
Alameda  and  he  said,  oh  sure,  no  problem.   Anyway,  as  we  got  closer  to  the  Park 
Street  Bridge,  he  said  well,  where  exactly  do  you  live?   I  said  well,  I  just 
live  on  right  where  the  police  station  is.   He  goes,  oh  yeah,  I  know 

where  that  1s.   So,  he  took  me  all  the  way  home.   He  was  telling  me  along  the 
way  that  he'd  been  on  the  San  Mateo  Bridge  in  a  big  rig  when  it  hit.   So,  I  got 
home  and  I  went  in  and  the  house  was  fine.  There  was  a  couple  of  guys  that 
live  in  the  building  there  that  are  in  construction  and  they  went  out  and 
checked  1t  over  right  away  and  they  said  there  wasn't  even  any  cracks.   So,  I 
was,  like,  pretty  amazed.   But  we  got  there  ...  It's  a  pretty  new  building.  I 
think  like  it  was  built  1n  '73  or  something  like  that.   We  got  in  there  and  my 
wife  had  just,  up  until  then,  had  no  idea  where  I  was  or  where  I'd  been.   I  got 
in  and  I  told  her  that  I  was  there  and  that's  when  she  started  crying  and 
that's  when  it  really  shook  her  up.   Because  she  had  thought  that  if  I  had  left 
work  on  time  instead  of  leaving  early,  I  was  supposed  to  leave  at  five,  I  would 
just  barely  have  gotten  out  to  my  car  when  it  hit.   But  I  left  10  minutes 
early,  so  I  ended  up  being  where  I  was  when  1t  hit.   But  ...  then  I  got  home 
and  we  talked  for  about  a  half-hour  and  we  finally  got  a  hold  of  my  in-laws 
back  in  Idaho  and  we  talked  to  them  and  told  them  that  we  were  all  OK  and  had 
them  call  my  parents  up  1n  Washington.   So,  but  then  I  was  fine.   I  took  a 
shower  because  I  was  all  filthy  and  blood-soaked  and  sweaty  and  ... 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-468 


SM:    It's  a  good  thing  you  had  your  uniform...  did  you  have  your  uniform  on 
when  you  left? 

JH:  Yeah. 

SN:    Otherwise  people  would  probably  have  looked  at  you  a  little  more 

strangely,  I  guess,  if  you'd  asked  them  for  a  ride  with  the  bloody  face 
and  so  forth. 

JH:   Yeah.  Well,  it  was  ...  people  were  still  looking  at  me  pretty  strangely 
because  I  didn't  have  a  hat  on.  1  really  wasn't  too  concerned  about  . 
putting  a  hat  on  at  that  moment!   I  had  my  sleeves  rolled  up,  which  we 
aren't  supposed  to  do,  and  I  was  all  ...  because  I  was  walking  through  the 
Tube  and  it  was  dark,  so  I  was  running  my  arm  along  the  side  and  you  can 
imagine  all  the  soot  and  all  that  stuff  on  the  side.   I  mean,  I  was  just 
...  my  arms  were  just  black,  and  then  there  was  still  blood  all  over  my 
hands,  all  over  my  uniform.   I  probably  looked  pretty  much  like  a  fright 
even  with  my  uniform! 

SM:    Let's  go  back  and  pick  up  some  of  these  questions.  How  often  do  you 
travel?  Do  you  usually  drive  from  work  to  home  everyday? 

JH:    Everyday  I  go  both  directions. 

SN:    So,  you're  on  the  Cypress  then  at  around  5  o'clock,  between  5:00  and 
5:30?  Everyday? 

JH:  Everyday. 

SM:    Was  the  traffic  unusual  that  day?  You  mentioned  that  it  was  fairly 
light? 

JH:    Yeah,  it  was  fairly  light.   It  was  ...  usually,  it's,  I  wouldn't  say  it's 
completely  packed,  but  usually  you  can  probably  only  go  about  40  to  45 
miles  an  hour  and  it's,  ...  you've  got  where  it  comes  in  together  from 
880,  or  from  80,  it  becomes  880,  and  it  becomes  pretty  heavy  at  that 
point.   It  was  very  light  at  that  point. . 

SM:   The  flow  of  traffic  was  moving  about  how  fast? 

JH:    I'd  say  ... 

SM:    On  that  day,  the  day  of  the  earthquake? 

JH:    Well,  I  know,  I'm  guessing  I  was  doing  about  60.    I  really  wasn't  aware, 
but  I'd  say  it  was  probably  doing  between  55  and  65,  somewhere  in  there. 

SM:    What  lane  were  you  travelling  in? 

JH:    I  was  in  the  far  right  lane. 

SM:    So,  you  were  in  the  slow  lane? 
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JH:    Yeah,  I  was  in  the  slow  lane. 

SM:    You  already  said  that  you  were  doing  about  60  miles  an  hour.   Was  there 
anybody  else  in  your  car? 

JH:  No. 

SM:    We've  pinpointed,  you  were  right  around  32nd  Street? 
JH:  Right. 

SM:    But  where  were  you  when  it  happened? 

JH:    I  was  probably  about  at  34th  when  it  started.   Well  no,  because  here's  the 
exit  here.   So,  I  was  probably,  yeah,  I  was  probably  about  34th  when  it 
started  because  I  was  just  barely  past  that  exit.   Then,  by  the  time  I 
came  to  rest,  I  was  almost  to  32nd. 

SM:    You  were  over  this  crack?  You  had  jumped  that  crack? 

JH:    Right,  yeah. 

SM:    Where  the  pavement  separated? 

JH:    Yeah,  because  I'm  quite  a  ways  up  from  it.   This  was  the  car  that  just 
barely;  she  just  barely  made  it  on. 

SM:    Do  you  remember  before  anything  happened  what  other  vehicles  were  around 
you  at  the  time;  who  you  were  travelling  next  to  or  behind  or  in  front  of? 

JH:  I  remember  there  was  a  small  car  in  front  of  me.  I  remember  there  was  a 
semi  that  had  just  come  from  westbound  80;  it  had  just  come  in  that  way. 
That's  the  semi  sitting  right  here.  That's  the  only  vehicles  I  remember. 

SM:    Anymore  of  a  description  on  the  car  in  front  of  you? 

JH:    I  think  it  was  a  hatchback.   It  was  like  a  Honda  or  something  like  £,,..;,  I 
really  don't  know. 

SM:    You  stated  earlier  then,  that  your  first  indication  that  something  was 
wrong  was  your  car  started  to  pull  to  the  left? 

JH:    Yeah.   Well,  at  first  it  just  felt  like  it  was  pulling  to  the  left.  But 
then  I  realized  it  was  sort  of  going  back  and  forth  and  then  I  noticed 
that  it  was  going  up  and  down. 

SM:  The  car  was  going  up  and  down?  Or  you  saw  the  pavement  going  up  and  down? 

JH:  I  saw  the  pavement  going  up  and  down. 

SM:  Did  you  feel  your  car  bouncing  at  all  up  and  down? 

JH:  Not  that  I  remember. 
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SN:   At  the  time  then  that  you  felt  the  car  pull  to  the  left  and  the  pavement 
started  going  up  and  down  ...  then  what  did  you  do? 

JH:   Well,  I  thought  something  was  wrong  with  my  car  at  first  so  I  hit  the 

brakes.  I  hit  the  brakes  and  started  ...  I  started  ...  well,  I  don't  know 
if  I  was  trying  to  steer  out  of  it  or  what,  but  I  ended  up  sideways  on  the 
street  when  I  finally  came  to  a  stop. 

SM:   With  the  front  of  your  car  facing  east?  This  would  be  east  and  this  would 
be  west.   Facing  eastbound  or  facing  westbound? 

OH:    It  was  facing  sort  of  ...  is  this  south?  South  is  this  way,  so  it  was 
sort  of  southeast. 

SM:     A  southeasterly  direction? 

JH:  Yeah. 

SN:    How  about  the  other  vehicles  around  you?  What  did  they  do  at  the  time  the 
earthquake  hit,  if  you  can  recall? 

JH:    I  remember  the  semi  jackknifed.  The  semi  truck  jackknifed  and  at  that 
time,  I  did  remember  seeing  the  van  run  into  it.  There  was  a  van  that  had 
run  into  it. 

SH:    So,  somewhere  along  the  line,  this  semi  had  passed  you  then,  somewhere 
between  34th  and  32nd? 

JH:    Well ,  I  think  it  had  been  ahead  of  me.  When  I  came  on,  it  had  been  ahead 
of  me.   So,  yeah. 

SM:   So,  it  jackknifed  right  ... 

JH:    It  jackknifed  and  went  to  the  left. 

SM:    Went  to  32nd?  A  van,  can  you  describe  the  van?  .  • 

JH:    It  was  a  custom  van.   It  was  a  fairly  ...  like  a  '79  to  '82;  one  of  the 
bigger  type  of  vans.   It  was  a  customized.   I  think  it  was  sort  of  like  a 
tannish  or  brown,  I'm  really  not  too  sure.   But  it  had  run  into  the  back 
end  of  the  trailer  on  the  side. 

SM:  Do  you  remember  how  many  people  were  in  the  van? 

JH:  I  think  there  was  three.  There  was  the  driver  and  two  passengers. 

SM:  Can  you  describe  them  at  all? 

JH:  No,  I  can't.   I  just  ... 

SM:  White?  Black?  Male,  female? 

JH:  I  think  they  were  white.   I  believe  the  driver  was  female.   I'm  pretty 
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sure  they  were  white.  The  little  car  that  was  in  front  of  me  went  sort  of 
to  the  sideways,  and  she  was  Oriental  and  I'd  say  probably  in  her 
forties.   Other  than  that,  I  don't  remember  much. 

SM:  Your  car  ...  what  did  your  car  do?  You  mentioned  earlier  to  me  about  the 
place  where  the  pavement  had  separated  right  there  between  32nd  and  34th. 
Your  car  crossed  over  that?   It  jumped  over  that  separation? 

JH:    I  don't  believe  it  was  this  separation.  There's  another  crack  right  up 
about  here.   You  see  that  little  crack  right  there?  That's  the  crack  I 
went  over.   Because  it  was  just  ...  unless  I  travelled  that  much  of  a 
distance,  because  I  remember  there  was  a  crack  right  there  after  I  saw 
it.  This  car  that's  sitting  right  here  was  sitting  right  next  to  the 
crack. 

SM:    This  would  be  on  the  west  side  of  the  freeway  just  north  of  32nd  Street, 
then,  and  north  of  where  the  big  rig  came  to  rest? 

JH:  Yeah. 

SM     They  went  over  that  crack  and  at  that  time  ... 

JH:    That's  when  the  hood  flew  open  and  slammed  back  shut  again  after  it  and 
that's  when  I  hit  my  nose  on  the  steering  wheel? 

SM:    Did  your  car  come  to  an  abrupt  stop  at  that  point?   Is  that  what  caused 
you  to  move  forward? 

JH:    No.   No,  I  went  up  over  it  and  then  I  sort  of  slid  to  the  side.  That's 
probably  what  made  me  go  sideways  was  hitting  that.   I'm  not  really  sure. 
Other  cars  were  around  me.   I  remember  this  ...  there  was  a  light  blue, 
like  a  Grenada,  or  something  like  that,  or  maybe  an  LTD. 

SM:    This  is  the  one  that  was  right  next  to  the  crack? 

JH:  Yeah. 

SM:    So,  this  would  have  been  behind  you  then? 
JH:  Yeah. 

SM:    Behind  you  and  to  your  left? 
JH:    Right.   Nothing  happened  to  him. 
SM:    Can  you  describe  the  driver  of  that? 

JH:    Yeah.   He  was  older.   He  was  probably,  I  hate  to  take  a  guess,  but  he  was 
probably  around  50  at  a  guess.   He  had  graying  or  whitish  hair.   He  wore 
glasses.   He  was  the  business  ...  the  businessman  type;  three  piece  suit 
and  that  type  of  thing. 


SM: 


Now  did  you  see  him  get  out  of  the  car? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-472 


JH:   Yeah.   I  saw  ...  he  was  the  first  person  I  saw.  When  I  got  out  of  my  car, 
he  had  just  gotten  out  of  his. 

SN:   There  was  nobody  else  in  the  car  with  him? 

JH:    No.   He  was  alone. 

SN:     How  about  the  Oriental  lady  in  the  Honda? 
JH:   She  was  in  the  car  by  herself  too. 
SN:   Did  you  see  her  get  out  of  the  car? 

JH:    I  didn't  see  her  get  out.   I  saw  her  once  she  was  out  and  she  was  standing 
by  her  car. 

SN:    How  about  the  people  in  the  van  that  hit  the  semi? 
JH:    Did  I  see  them  get  out? 
SN:.  Urn -hum. 

JH:    I  didn't  see  them  out.   I  just  saw  the  one  lady  afterward,  and  I  saw  ...  I 
didn't  actually  see  the  other  people  that  were  in  the  van,  but  I  heard 
people  saying  that  there  were  other  people  in  the  van.  They  were  taken 
off  in  a  stretcher  later  after  I'd  left. 

SN:   The  driver  of  the  big  rig.  You  said  he  appeared  dazed? 

JH:    Yeah.  He  was  walking  around  sort  of  dazed. 

SN:    Can  you  describe  him? 

JH:    Oh,  he  was  probably  in  his  mid-twenties.   He  was  black,  probably  about  6' 
and  a  pretty  stocky  build. 

SN:    Did  he  have  any  visible  injuries  besides  appearing  dazed? 

JH:    Yeah.  He  had  a  ...  I  believe  he  had  ...  it  looked  like  he  had  a  cut  on 
his  lip  because  he  was  bleeding  pretty  bad  from  his  lip.  Because  I 
remember  giving  him  a  kleenex  so  he  could  wipe  up  the  blood,  and  that's 
about  all  I  remember  of  him.  Then,  the  lady  back  here,  I  think  her  car 
was  blue  too,  but  I'm  not  sure. 

SN:    Do  you  know  what  type  of  car  it  was? 

JH:    It  was  a  four  door. 

SN:    He's  pointing  to  the  ...  this  is  the  larger  separation  of  pavement  about 
halfway  between  32nd  and  34th. 

JH:    She  was  still  laying  in  her  car  at  the  time  and  that's  when  the  Army 
doctor  came  up.   He  ...  I  guess  he  had  medical  supplies  with  him  in  his 
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car  and  he  was  taking  care  of  her.  They  had  her  laying  on  the  ground  and 
put  a  neck  brace  on  her.  She  was  probably  about  ...  hard  to  tell.  She 
was  white.   She  was  probably  about  30,  something  like  that.   Her  name  was 
...  kept  saying  it  over  and  over  again,  trying  to  get  her  to  talk.  I  can't 
remember  what  her  name  was  now.   But  then,  the  only  other  person  I  talked 
to  that  was  from  up  there  was  the  girl  that  was  in  the  car  underneath  the 
semi.   She  got  out  of  her  car.   She  was  probably,  I'd  say  between  19  and 
24.   She  was  white,  blond  hair.   That's  all  I  remember  about  her. 

SM:    Did  you  have  any  problem  getting  out  of  your  car?  Did  anybody  have  to 
hel p  you  out ,  or  ... 


JH:    No.   I  got  out  under  my  own  power. 


SM:    Now  what  type  ...  you  hit  your  nose  on  the  steering  wheel  you  think?  Any 
other  injuries? 

JH:    Well,  my  knees.   I  have  bad  knees  anyway,  but  my  knees  hurt  more  now.  I 
don't  know  if  I  hit  them  on  anything,  or  just  maybe  the  jolt  hurt  them. 

SM:    You  didn't  go  to  the  doctor  that  day  because  you  went  straight  home.  Did 
you  go  to  the  doctor  at  a  later  time? 

JH:    Right.   I  went  ...  that  would  be  Thursday  when  I  went  to  the  doctor. 

SM:    This  was  at 


JH: 
SM: 
JH: 


Yeah,  the 


hospital . 


What  was  the  diagnosis  of  your  injuries? 

Well,  after  two  and  a  half  hours  of  waiting  and  about  seven  x-rays,  they 
told  me  I  had  a  broken  nose  and  they  said  there  was  basically  nothing  they 
could  do  about  it.   It  set  OK  and  it  would  be  fine.  They  told  me  to  in 
approximately  four  weeks  come  back  to  the  ear,  nose  and  throat  clinic  and 
have  them  look  at  it  to  make  sure  that  everything  was  working  OK.  That's 
about  all  they  really  said.  To  take  it  easy. 

Any  other  injuries  of  any  kind? 

No. 

Were  you  aware  of  any  of  the  people  around  you  that  were  still  trapped  in 
their  cars  not  getting  assistance  when  you  left? 

Right  after  I  climbed  down,  I  remember  hearing  muffled  screams  from  in 
between  the  layer  and  I  remember  there  was  a  man  who  had  gotten  up  in  the 
middle,  in  between  the  layers,  and  he  was  shouting  down  to  the  fire  truck 
that  had  just  driven  up  that  there  was  a  man  up  there  that  had  polio  that 
needed  assistance  getting  down.   As  far  as  any  other  people  that  were 
trapped  in  the  cars,  I  don't  remember  that. 

SM:    Did  you  get  an  idea  of  what  direction  the  freeway  was  falling  or 


SM: 
JH: 
SM: 

JH: 
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collapsing,  or  did  it  feel  like  it  was  one  side  more  than  the  other  or  was 
it  just  falling  straight  down?   I  mean,  you  had  a  sensation  of  falling 
even  though  your  car  fell  with  the  pavement. 

JH:   No.   I  don't  remember  it  falling  to  one  ...  if  it  fell  to  any  side,  it 
would  be  falling  to  the  eastbound  side  because  I  remember  that  all  the 
fluids  came  out  of  my  car  and  flowed  that  direction,   and  I  remember 
having  to  walk  through  them  a  few  times.  That's  when  I  knew  it  was  oil, 
because  it  was  pretty  slippery.   But  I  remember  they  flowed  to  that  side, 
so  I've  think,  if  anything,  it  fell  to  the  left  a  little  bit. 

SN:  In  the  24  hours  preceding  this  whole  thing,  had  you  consumed  any  alcohol? 

JH:  No. 

SM:  How  about  prescriptions  drugs?  Are  you  taking  any  kind  of  medication  for 
anything? 

JH:  Yeah.   I'm  on  Quineral,  which  is  an  anti -inflammatory  for  my  knees. 

SM:  For  your  arthritis? 

JH:  Right. 

SM:  Do  you  have  any  vision  restrictions? 

JH:  No. 

SM:  Did  you  consider  yourself  in  good  health  before  all  this  happened? 

JH:  Yeah. 

SM:  So,  you'd  say  probably  the  only  health  problem  that  you  have  is  your 
arthritis  in  your  knees? 

JH:  Right. 

SM:    How  about  your  car?  Did  you  pick  up  your  car  from  the  tow  yard  yet? 

JH:    Yes.   It's  been  moved  to  ;  in  Alameda.   That's  spelled  with 

a  "C".    It's  been  labelled  a  total  loss. 

SM:    So,  you're  not  going  to  get  it  repaired? 

JH:  No. 

SM:    Did  you  retrieve  everything  out  of  it? 

JH:    Yes.  There  were  ...  when  I  was  looking  through  there,  I  had  a  little  coin 
holder  sitting  in  there.   Somebody  low  enough  stole  the  coin  holder. 
There  was  probably  only  about  $3.00  or  possible  $4.00  worth  of  change,  but 
...  that  was  like  ... 
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SM:    Maybe  it  fell  someplace  underneath  the  car? 

JH:    No.   I  remember  it  was  in  the  car  when  I  was  searching  for  stuff  because 
there  was  a  first  aid  kit  and  I  grabbed  that  to  get  out,  and  it  was  in 
that  section.   I  know  it  was  still  there,  but  ... 

SN:    Is  there  anybody  that  you  can  recall  that  you  would  describe  as  being  a 
hero  that  you  specifically  remember  as  going  back  and  risking  their  life 
to  rescue  people  or  doing  anything  above  and  beyond  what  the  normal  person 
would  do? 

JH:    I  don't  know  too  much  about  heroes,  but  I  would  say  that  that  Army 

Lieutenant  who  climbed  up  there  ...  and  this  was  before  the  ladders  were 
even  there,  he  climbed  up  there  with  his  medical  equipment.   There  was  a 
lady  with  him.   I'm  not  sure  if  it  was  his  wife,  or  a  nurse  or  what,  but 
she  climbed  up  there  with  him.  This  is  when  the  thing  had  barely  fallen. 
I  mean,  I  don't  know  if  I  would  have  thought  of  climbing  up  on  it  if  it 
had  just  fallen.   But  they  climbed  right  up  there  to  offer  medical 
assistance,  and  I  remember  he  was  an  Army  Captain.   Then,  there  was  ... 

SM:    Now  he  wasn't  involved  though?  He  wasn't  from  one  of  the  vehicle  you 
don't  think? 

JH:  No.  He  might  have  been  travelling  in  that  direction  or  might  have  been 
taking  the  off -ramp  or  something,  because  otherwise  I  don't  know  how  he 
would  have  gotten  there  that  fast. 

SM:    What  side  of  the  freeway  did  you  get  down  on?  You  said  there  was  a 

ladder.  Was  it  placed  on  the  east  side  of  the  freeway  or  the  west  side? 

JH:    It  would  be  on  the  west  side.   I  would  have,  yeah,  I  came  down  at  ...  it 
was  where  the  broken  slab  is  falling  apart  there.   The  ladder  was  strung 
between  there  and  this  off-ramp.   It  was  sort  of  almost  horizontal,  the 
ladder  was. 

SM:    Like  a  metal  ladder,  an  extension? 

JH:    It  was  a  metal  extension  ladder. 

SM:    Sounds  like  you  took  a  lot  of  time  helping  other  people  too  in  spite  of 
your  injuries.   How  many  hours  did  1t  take  you  to  get  home  then  after  the 
final  ... 

JH:    I  got  home  just  shortly  before  9:00,  so  it  took  me  about  four  hours  to  get 
home. 

SM:    Are  you  getting  any  other  treatment  then,  or  just  the  re-check  on  your 
nose  for  your  injuries? 

JH:    Well,  not  yet.    I  have  an  appointment  with  my  physical  therapist  up  at  the 
hospital  tomorrow  and  we'll  see  what  he  can  do  about  my  knees.   Because  I 
haven't  been  able  to  do  my  physical  therapy  now. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-476 


SM:   Do  you  think  this  earthquake,  that  being  in  the  vehicle,  aggravated  your 
knees? 

JH:   Yes,  because  I  didn't  have  to  wear  my  knee  braces  before  and  I  can't  even 
go  anywhere  without  them  now. 

SM:   Thank  you.  We're  going  to  be  terminating  the  interview. 
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D-48,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell,  #11092  on 

November  1,  1989,  at  approximately  1000  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 
.  San  Francisco.   The  statement  was  tape  recorded.   The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  interview.   The  following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

SM:   Sally  Mitchell,  CHP 
RJ: 

SM:  if  you  can  just  start  with  the  time  you  left  work  and  just 

narrate  the  entire  sequence  of  events  as  they  happened,  until  about  the 
time  that  you  arrived  at  the  hospital. 

RJ:    I  left  San  Francisco  at  about  quarter  to  five  to  get  to  Alameda  by 

five-thirty  in  order  to  watch  the  World  Series  game,  in  fact,  I  gave  up 
the  opportunity  to  go  to  the  game  and  that's  how  I  was  on  the  freeway.  I 
did  leave  about  quarter  to  five.   I  made  my  normal  traversity  on  to  the 
Bridge  off  of  Harrison  Street,  went  across  the  Bridge  without  any 
difficulties,  there  was  no  traffic.   I  got  into  the  interchange  where 
Highway  17  and  580  and  880,  there's  this  big  interchange.    I  just  got  to 
the  merger  of  Highway  80  coming  south  and  the  old  17,  and  just  made  that 
merger.   All  of  a  sudden,  the  whole  front  end  of  the  car  went  up  in  the 
air  and  it  started  to  rock  and  I  thought,  my  God,  the  front  end  suspension 
...  something  happened  to  the  car.  The  next  thing  I  knew,  the  car  went 
the  other  way  and  went  back  up  in  the  air.  All  of  a  sudden,  I  saw  the 
sky,  and  the  next  thing  I  knew,  the  car  went  down,  I  could  see  the 
pavement.  The  car  landed,  bounced  again,  and  kept  moving,  and  jumped 
again  and  the  freeway  just  kept  undulating  under  the  car.   I  hit  the 
ceiling  of  the  car  regardless  ...  the  seat  belt  didn't  do  any  good.  It 
just,  all  it  did  was  keep  me  in  the  seat.   I  did  hit  the  top  of  the  car. 
I  came  to  rest,  I  was  still  in  the  middle  of  the  freeway.  Thank  God  I 
wasn't  on  either  side,  because  that's  where  all  the  major  damages  seem  to 
be.   Not  only  was  the  freeway  undulating  up  and  down,  but  it  was  rocking 
from  side  to  side.   That's  what  threw  the  cars  up  against  the  rail.  The 
car  came  to  a  stop.   I  just  sat  there,  I  didn't  know  what  happened,  •  1 
thought  maybe  the  freeway  had  failed,  structurally.   I  had  no  idea  mere 
was  an  earthquake.   After  I  sat  there  for  a  few  minutes,  I  felt  like  I  sat 
there  an  hour,  but  1t  couldn't  have  been  more  than  four  or  five  minutes. 
I,  although  my  back  hurt  and  my  neck  hurt,  I  knew  that  I  could  move  my 
toes  and  I  could  wiggle  my  fingers.   So,  I  knew  that  I  wasn't  in  any  way 
really  badly  hurt.   So,  I  crawled  out  of  the  car.   I  walked  to  the  left 
side.  There  was  a  sailor  with  a  black  automobile  there  that  apparently 
had  no  structural  damage,  but  the  engine  had  moved.   He  told  me  the  engine 
had  moved  through  the  ...  to  the  radiator,  but  he  wasn't  injured  at  all. 
He  wasn't  even  dirty,  he  was,  his  car,  I  guess  was  too  far  up  the 
freeway.   I  could  see  this  van  sitting  there.   I  knew  that  there 

were  cars  pinned  underneath  it.   I  just  stopped  short  of  that  thing.   If  I 
would  have  been  a  minute  later  or  a  minute  sooner  rather,  I  would  have  hit 
him  broadside,  but  I  didn't.   It  appeared  that  the  freeway  was  failing  in 
a  southerly,  or  south-easterly,  direction,  because  I  could  see  the  domino 
effect,  from  where  I  was,  of  the  freeway  going  down.   After  about  five 
more  minutes,  I  went  over  to  the  left  side,  there  were  some  people  down  on 
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the  lower  street.   I  don't  know  what  that's,  I  guess  that's  Cypress,  I 
don't  know  what  ...  it's  Wood  street  that  is,  but  anyway,  there  were 
people  down  there  on  the  ground.  They  were  the  ones  that  told  me  there 
was  an  earthquake,  there  had  been  and  earthquake.   I  looked  at  the  deck, 
and  the  whole  concrete  deck  of  the  bridge  was  breaking  up  with  stress 
fractures,  in  octagonal  patterns.    I  was  afraid  there  was  going  to  be 
another,  it  was  just  going  to  fall  completely,  again.   So,  I  begged  them 
down  on  the  ground  to  help  me  get  down.   I  ...  someone  got  an  aluminum 
ladder  and  put  it  up  onto  the  freeway.   I  managed  to  get  down  the  aluminum 
ladder.  Some  person  that  appeared  to  be  a  nurse  came  running  down  the 
street.  She  grabbed  me  and  put  me  down  on  the  street,  checked  my  reflexes 
and  that,  and  checked  my  pulse  and  she  seemed  to  think  that  I  wasn't  in 
the  throes  of  having  a  shock  attack.  She  made  me  sit  there.   I  must  have 
sat  there  for  fifteen,  twenty  minutes.  A  medic  came  along,  that  had  been 
driving  a  Navy  ambulance,  and  he  took  me  down  the  street  another  two 
blocks,  almost  to  32nd.   He  sat  me  down  on  the  street  there  and  he  went  up 
on  the  freeway  to  collect  some  people  that  were  badly  hurt.  At  the  joint, 
about  between  32nd,  the  bad  joint  in  the  freeway  between  32nd  and  28th. 
He  brought  down  three  women.  He  put  me  in  the  front  seat  of  the  ambulance 
and  the  three  women  that  were  on  body  boards  he  put  in  the  back.   He  tried 
to  fight  his  way  out  of  there  ...  the  area.   Someone  told  him  to  go  to 
Alta  Bates  Hospital.   I  said,  no  way  you  gonna  go  to  Alta  Bates,  these 
women  are  badly  hurt  and  I  think  we  should  go  to  Kaiser  Hospital  because 
there's  an  emergency  there.   He  didn't  know  how  to  get  there  so  I  directed 
him.  We  fought  our  way  up  through  West  Oakland  to  Telegraph  Avenue,  and 
down  Telegraph  Avenue  to  NacArthur  Blvd,  up  MacArthur  Blvd  to  Kaiser 
Hospital.  He  admitted  the  women  and  myself  and  he  took  off.   In  Kaiser, 
of  course  they  admitted,  I'm  a  Kaiser  patient  anyway.   They  sent  me 
downstairs  to  the  x-ray  department.  They  checked  me  all  over.  They 
weren't  quite  sure  that  I  had  anything  broken.  They  knew  that  my,  two 
fingers  of  my  left  hand  were  out  of  joint.  They  had  gone  back  into 
joint.  My  left  foot  was  blue.   My  head  was  cut  in  front  and  on  the  left 
side,  and  they  didn't  think  it  required  stitching  because  the  skin  had 
parted  from  the  skull  and  they  couldn't  take  x-rays  because  of  that.  So, 
they  took  ...  and  they  took  plastic  staples  and  they  stapled  the  cuts 
together  in  my  head  and  dried  up  the  blood.  They  checked  my  back  c 
They  checked  my  neck.  They  were  afraid  everything  was  too  swollen  to 
x-ray  at  that  time,  so  they  then  decided  that  they  would  get  me  out  of  the 
way.  They  provided  me  with  muscle  relaxers  and  codeine  pills  and  told  me 
to  go  home.   By  that  time  it  must  have  been  close  to  eight  thirty  I  would 
say,  between  eight  thirty  and  nine  o'clock.   I  went  out  into  the  street, 
of  course  there  were  no  street  lights,  no  telephones,  no  nothing,  no 
buses.   Finally  a  cab  driver  came  along  and  I  coerced  him  into  taking  me 
to  Hegenberger  Road  where  I  know  people  that  have  rental  agencies  for  cars 
there.  Went  out  there  and  found  that  they  were  closed  down,  because  they 
had  no  power.  He  finally  took  me  to  Oakland  Airport  where  I  rented  a 
National  rental  car  and  drove  to  my  house  in  Alameda.   Of  course,  there 
was  no  way  that  I  could  communicate  with  anybody.  The  following  morning  I 
was  able  to  get,  my  company  was  able  to  get  a  call  through  our  Fax  phone 
and,  I  was  able  to  report  to  them  that  I  was  all  right  but  that  the  car 
was  gone.    I  was  in  no  condition  to  go  to  work,  I  couldn't  stay  awake,  I 
just  kept  lapsing  off  into  a  deep  sleep.   I  was  afraid  to,  I  didn't  know 
how  to  get  there  anyway,  and  I  couldn't  drive  in  the  condition  I  was  in, 
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so  I  just  stayed  home  for  two  days.   Basically  that's  it,  I'm  still  on  the 
pills.   I'm  going  to  go  back  to  the  doctors  this  week  and  see  what  they 
have  to  say  because  my  back,  my  lower  back  still  hurts.  My  left  hand,  I 
don't  know,  it  ...  whether  the  joints  upset,  but  it,  I  can  move  it  but 
every  time  I  bump  it,  I  can't  stand  the  pain.   My  foot  is  cleared  up 
pretty  well  now.   That's  about  the  sum  and  substance  of  it. 

SM:    What  I'm  going  to  do  is  go  back  and  get  a  little  bit  more  specific  on 
certain  questions.   How  often  do  you  normally  travel  this  route? 

RJ:  Everyday. 

SM:    Normally  the  same  time  of  day? 

RJ:    No,  gosh  no,  it  can  be  any  time  from  that  time  until  midnight.   I  have  a 
24- hour  a  day  job  here.   My  hours,  just  ...  when  the  workload  lightens, 
then  I  go. 

SM:    How  often  do  you  travel  this  route  around  five  o'clock,  would  you  say  it 
would  be  seldom,  often,  frequent? 

RJ:  Seldom. 

SM:    What's  been  your  experience  about  the  traffic  flow  pattern  when  you  do 
travel  the  route  about  five? 

RJ:  Its  heavy,  its  always  heavy.   But  this  particular  night  there  was  nothing, 
hardly. 

SM:  Would  you  say  that  was  unusual  for  that  ... 

RJ:  Unusually  light. 

SM:  What  lane  were  you  in,  if  you  recall? 

RJ:  I  was  in  the  center  lane. 

SM:  If  we  start  with  the  fast  lane  being  II  and  there's  four,  lanes  here  ... 

RJ:  No,  there's  five  lanes  here. 

SM:  I  think  those  are  the  shoulders,  there  should  only  be  four,  I  believe. 

RJ:    One  lane  goes  off  down,  one  lane  goes  down  onto  the  surface  street.  Then, 
there's  two  lanes,  there's  four  lanes,  there's  two  lanes  merging  from 
Highway  80  coming  down  and  two  lanes  going  from  the  Bridge  interchange 
into  17.    Its  really  five  lanes. 

SM:    At  that  point  that  you  got  on.   So,  which  lane  would  you  have  been  in? 

RJ:    I  was  in  the  center  lane.  Three,  because  I  was  alongside  of  the  truck  for 
a  minute.    I  was  going  to  go  to  the  left,  so  I  let  him  go  ahead  of  me. 
That  same  truck  that's  in  there. 
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SN:  The 

RJ:  Yeah,  I  let  him  go  ahead  of  me,  I  was  going  to  drift  in  behind  him. 

SM:  About  how  fast  was  traffic  flowing  at  that  time? 

RJ:  Fast.   Fifty  five,  sixty. 

SM:  You  were  the  only  person  in  your  car,  there  were  no  others  passengers? 

RJ:  No,  no  passengers. 

SM:  Pinpoint  where  you  were  when  you  first  started  feeling  anything  wrong  ... 
about  what  was  the  nearest  cross  street. 

RJ:  34th. 

SM:    Do  you  recall  which  vehicles  were  around  you  at  that  time? 
RJ:    Just  the  :. 

SM:    About  how  far  ahead  of  you  do  you  think  he  was? 

RJ:    He  was  alongside  of  me.   He  was  moving  ahead  of  me  and  then  I  slowed  down 
because  I  was  going  to  drift  to  the  left  behind  him,  so  I  just  eased  off. 

SM:  He  was  in  the  lane  directly  ... 

RJ:  He  was  in  lane  #2. 

SM:  About  how  many  feet  would  you  say  he  was  ahead  of  you? 

RJ:  I  have  no  idea. 

SM:  Can  you  picture  in  car  lengths,  maybe? 

RJ:  Well,  next  time  I  saw  him,  he  was  already  broadsided,  he  had  already 
jack-knifed.  He  was  at  least  that  far  ahead  of  me. 

SM:    So,  we'll  say,  maybe,  200  feet,  or  so? 

RJ:    Oh,  yeah,  at  least.   See,  because  here's  the  first  break  in  the  freeway, 
here's  the  first  break  here,  here's  the  second  break  ... 

SM:    He's  pointing  to  a  break  on  the  freeway  between  34th  and  32nd  Streets. 
You  described  the  motion  of  the  freeway  pretty  thoroughly.    I  don't  think 
we  need  to  go  into  that.  You  already  said  that  you  braked,  you  tried  to 
gain  control  of  your  car.   Earlier,  you  mentioned  before  I  started  the 
tape,  that  felt  like  you  jumped  one  of  these  cracks. 

RJ:  I  know  I  did.  There's  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  because  I  saw  the  sky,  and  the 
next  thing  I  knew,  and  then  I  saw  the  pavement,  so  I  knew  the  car  was  in  a 
downward  motion  and  I  landed.   Its  pretty  evident  I  landed  on  this  section 
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here  and  this  second  break  here,  I  crossed  that  second  break.  Because 
that's  when  the  car,  the  front  end  really  ...  it  was  going  down  at  that 
point.  This  whole  section  was  going  down. 

SM:    Did  the  front  of  your  car  impact  the  pavement  at  a  downward  angle? 

RJ:    Yes,  because  there's  damage  to  the  left  ...  the  car  landed  more  on  the 
left  side,  because  you  can  see  the  damage  on  the  left  headlight,  the 
damage  above  the  bumper  on  the  left  side.   I  haven't  seen  it  since  they 
towed  it.   But  walking  away  from  it,  there's  damage  on  the  left  side  above 
the  bumper. 

SM:    Where  did  the  vehicle  finally  come  to  rest? 

RJ:    In  the  middle  of  the  freeway,  its  in  this  area  right  here. 

SM:    North  of  32nd  Street. 

RJ:    That's  right. 

SM:    About  how  far  were  you  from  that  truck  at  that  time,  when  the 

vehicles  came  to  rest? 

RJ:    It  looks  like,  it  seemed  like  about  fifty  feet  to  me,  but  in  these 
pictures  that  are  taken  its  closer  than  that.   May  be  the  angle  ... 
Newsweek  took  the  pictures  and  USA  Today  and  it  shows,  it  appears  that  I'm 
much  closer,  but  it  seemed  to  me  I  was  about  fifty  feet  away  from  him. 

SM:    Describe  the  position  of  the    truck. 

RJ:    The         1  truck  was  up  against  the  guard  rail,  in  fact  it  was  up  onto  the 
guard  rail,  the  tractor  had  jack-knifed.  There  was  a  car  impaled  against 
the  rail  underneath  it. 

SM:    A  car  that  was  between  the  rail  and  the  trailer,  or  a  car  that  had  got 
underneath  the  bottom  of  the  trailer?  -  * 

RJ:    Under  it,  I  don't  know  how  that  happened.   All  I  know  there  was  a  car 
impaled  against  the  rail,  underneath  the  tractor  ...  I 

trailer. 

SM:    Can  you  recall  that  car,  description  of  that  car  at  all,  color? 
RJ:    No.  Dark. 

SM:    Did  you  see  anybody  else,  at  that  time?  You  sat  in  your  car  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  then  you  were  able  to  get  out  under  your  own  power,  right? 

RJ:  Right. 

SM:    What  type  of  seat  belt  restraints  were  you  wearing? 
RJ:    The  regular  General  Motors  seat  belt. 


• 
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SM:    Shoulder  harness? 
RJ:  Yeah. 

SN:    You  were  able  to  release  the  belt,  no  problem? 
RJ:    Oh  yeah,  no  problem. 

SM:   Did  you  see  anybody  else,  maybe  the  driver  of  the  I       I  truck,  or  any  of 
the  occupants  of  the  other  cars  that  were  around? 

RJ:    Yeah.  The  black  Japanese  car  was  to  my  right,  I  saw  that  man.   He  was  a 
young  sailor,  he  had  his  uniform  on,  blond,  thin,  in  his  late  twenties,  I 
would  say.   He  was  the  one  that  described  to  me  the  damage,  the  mechanical 
damage  to  his  car,  but  there  was  no  superficial  damage  to  the  body  at  all. 

SM:    Where  was  he,  in  relation  to  your  vehicle? 

RJ:   He  was  to  my  right,  maybe  fifteen  feet  ahead.   I  had  seen  him  spinning, 
the  last  time  I  came  to  ...  the  car  I  was  in  came  to  ...  finally  came  to  a 
stop  because  the  freeway  was  up  ...  had  broken  up  in  front  of  me,  but  I 
saw  him  spin  and  come  to  a  stop  and  he  was  to  my  right,  maybe  fifteen, 
twenty  feet  to  the  right. 

SM:    He  was  the  only  person  in  that  car? 

RJ:   The  only  person  in  that  car.  Then,  behind  me,  at  the  break,  was  a  girl  in 
a  black  automobile  and  she  was  pretty  badly  hurt,  she  was  bleeding 
profusely.   I  don't  know  what  happened  to  her. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  her? 

RJ:   Thirty  years  old?  Something  like  that,  brown  hair.   She  was  covered  with 
blood,  so  you  couldn't  tell  much  about  her. 

SM:    White,  black? 

RJ:    White,  she  was  white. 

SM:    Was  she  the  only  person  in  that  car? 

RJ:    She  was  the  only  person  in  that  car.   It  appeared  that  she  had  maybe 

slowed  down,  or  something,  and  she  took  the  full  impact.   If  I  recall,  she 
didn't  have  a  seat  belt  on.  What  she  must  have  done,  was  she  didn't  go 
through  the  windshield,  or  anything,  but  it  appeared  that  maybe  she  had 
gone  onto  the  steering  wheel.   But  there  again,  the  front  of  her  car  was 
not  that  badly  damaged.   Evidently,  it  came  down  on  the  front  wheels  and 
completely  came  to  a  stop.   It  appeared  that  she  had  taken  a  vertical 
drop. 

SM:    Where  was  her  car,  in  relation  to  yours? 
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RJ:    Behind  me,  at  the  break,  at  the,  which  would  be  the  second  break,  here, 
see  this  break  right  here,  her  car  was  just  in  that  area. 

SM:    That's  about  half-way  between  32nd  and  34th  Streets. 

RJ:  Right. 

SM:    Her  car  was  behind  yours? 
RJ:  Yes. 

SM:    Was  she  still  in  the  car,  or  had  she  gotten  out? 

RJ:    She  was  in  the  car  and  people  were  very  concerned  about  her.  There  were 
three  Highway  Patrolmen  running  around  the  deck  of  the  freeway,  but  they 
weren't,  I  don't  know  what  they  were  doing.  They  didn't  seem  to  know  what 
they  were  doing  either. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  anybody  rescuing  her  out  of  the  car,  or  anybody  helping 
her? 

RJ:    No,  all  they  said  was,  we've  got  to  get  her  out  of  the  car  quickly,  but  I 
never  did  see  her  removed. 

SM:  As  you  were  standing  there,  at  one  point  in  time,  you  could  describe  the 
motion  of  the  freeway.  While  you  were  still  in  the  car  were  you  able  to 
look  at  the  freeway  and  see  how  is  was  collapsing,  or  was  that  after  ... 
just  give  me  how  you  saw  the  freeway  move. 

RJ:    I  could  see  the  freeway,  the  domino  effect,  from  south,  looking  southeast 
from  32nd  to  7th  Street,  you  could  see  the  domino  effect  of  the  freeway 
collapsing.    It  appeared  that  it  was  going  down  in  a  southerly, 
southeasterly  direction. 

SM:    In  sections,  like  would  one  section  fail,  the  one  right  after  another? 

RJ:    One  at  a  time,  it  was  a  regular  domino  effect. 

SM:    You  also  mentioned  that. you  felt  a  movement  from  side  to  side. 

RJ:    Definitely,  not  only  did  it  undulate  up  and  down,  but  it  moved  from  side 
to  side  and  many  of  the  sections  have  a  westerly  tilt  to  them.   It  appears 
that  the  west  side  of  the  freeway  failed  dramatically,  more  so  than  the 
east  side.   The  uprights  on  the  west  side  went  down. 

SM:    When  you  got  out  of  the  vehicle,  you  went  to  the  west  side  of  the  freeway 
and  that's  how  you  got  off  of  the  structure? 

RJ:    That's  right,  at  this  joint. 

SM:    Was  it  a  citizen  that  had  a  ladder  there  for  you? 
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RJ:   Yeah,  there  was  people  that  worked  down  here  in  these  industrial  places 
that  got  the  ladder  and  helped  me  down. 

SM:   Do  you  know  what  the  doctor's  diagnosis  of  your  injuries  were,  when  you 
went  to  Kaiser? 

RJ:   No,  they  just  released  me,  they  told  me  to  go  home  and  take  the  pills.  I 
have  to  definitely  go  back  and  see,  because  I  don't  know  how  bad  my  back 
is.  Whether  its  permanent,  or  whether  its  something  that  will  clear  up  in 
time,  but  it  hasn't  improved  at  all  in  the  last,  since  that  casualty. 
Another  problem  is  too,  that  they're  going  to  be  critical  of,  I  just  had 
othroscopic  knee  surgery  on  my  right  knee,  and  they  had  reduced  the  pain 
by  some  80  or  90%  and  its  beginning  to  hurt  again,  and  I'm  sure  they're 
going  to  be  concerned  about  having  to  re-open  that  knee  again. 

SM:    If  you  can  list  your  injuries  again,  you  had  the  laceration  on  your  head, 
start  from  the  top. 

RJ:    That's  right,  here,  up  through  the  top  here  and  off  to  the  back  of  this 
side,  these  two  fingers  were  out  of  joint 

SM:    Left  hand,  little  finger  and  the  one  next  to  that. 

RJ:    Left  foot,  was  blue,  whole  thing  turned  blue. 

SM:  Circulation? 

RJ:   That's  right,  I  don't  know  what  happened.   My  back  is  what  really  hurt  and 
that's  what  scared  me  because  I  didn't  know  whether  I  had  pinched 
something,  or  what,  and  I  was  afraid  to  move  at  the  time.   I  definitely 
didn't  move  until  I  knew  that  I  could  wiggle  all  the  extremities.  The 
right  side  of  my  neck  and  down  into  my  shoulder,  that  really  hurts, 
because  I  hit  the  roof  of  the  car. 

SM:  Do  you  think  your  seat  belt  prevented  you  from  going  forward  in  the  car, 
it  didn't  help  you  with  the  up  and.  down  motion,  but  how  about  forward  or 
side  to  side? 

RJ:    I  think  it  did  some  good,  I'm  not  going  to  tell  you  it  did  a  100%  job,  but 
it  certainly  saved  me  going  up  against  the  steering  wheel.   I  never 
touched  it.   I  had  no  pain,  or  anything,  in  my  chest.   So,  1  didn't  touch 
that,  but  I  did  go  up  against  the  roof  of  the  car.   I  don't  know  how  many 
times. 

SM:    Did  you  notice  anybody,  at  the  time  that  you  were  there  at  the  structure, 
that  you  think  did  any  kind  of  heroic  actions,  or  commendable  actions  as 
far  as  rescuing  other  people? 

RJ:    Yeah,  the  people,  the  ambulance  driver,  the  kid  that  drove  the  ambulance. 
He  had  Navy  coveralls  on  that  had  EMT  on  the  back  of  it.   It  was 
definitely  a  Navy  ambulance.    I  don't  know  whether  it  was  from  Naval 
Supply  Center,  it  had  to  be  from  Naval  Supply  Center,  not  Alameda.  But 
anyway,  he  went  up  into  this  area,  here,  at  this  break,  there's  a  gray  van 
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that  went  into  this  ...  just  went  right  into  the  abutment  head-on. 
SM:    Into  the  crevice  caused  by  the  break? 

RJ:    That's  right,  because  that  section  stayed  up,  that  section's  all  the  way, 
it  never  came  down  at  all. 

SM:    This  section  he's  pointing  to  ...  between  32nd  and  28th. 

RJ:    Yeah,  close  to  28th  Street.   Anyway,  he  went  up  there  with  people  and  he 
got  three  women  out  of  that  van,  and  they  were  very  badly  hurt. 

SM:    Was  that  the  UCSF  van,  maybe? 

RJ:    No,  oh  yeah  ...  no,  but  they  were  on  the  lower  deck,  going  this  way. 
SM:    No,  it  did  come  off  the  top. 

RJ:    Well,  then  that's  what  that  is.   It  was  a  gray  van,  a  new  van.   I  remember 
it. 

SM:    I'm  not  sure  that  that's  the  one,  I  just  ... 

RJ:    Anyway,  that's  the  one  he  took  the  women  out  of,  the  kid  did  a  super  job, 
because  at  that  point,  the  fire  engines  were  blocking,  there  was  mass 
chaos,  there  was  no  direction.   Nobody  said,  I'm  taking  over,  I'm  running 
the  show.   The  firemen  arrived,  they  just  parked  in  the  middle  of  the 
streets.  They  blocked  off  egress  and  ingress  into  the  area  with  no 
concern.  They  just  left  their  fire  engines  to  try  to  help  people.   As  a 
consequence,  people  that  were  driving  emergency  vehicles,  and  the  Highway 
Patrolmen,  had  a  difficult  time  getting  into  that  area  on  the  west  side. 
That  seemed  to  be  the  logical  side  to  get  people  out  of. 

SM:    So,  you  think  this  Navy  person  then,  that  was  driving  this  ambulance  ... 

RJ:    He  did  an  excellent  job. 

SM:    Can  you  describe  him  any  further,  or  did  you  notice  a  name  on  his 
coveralls,  by  any  chance? 

RJ:    No,  just  blue  coveralls,  had  EMT  on  the  back.    I  can't  even,  the  Navy 
Ambulance,  but  it  had  a  number  I  don't  recall  the  number.   He  was  young, 
white,  black  straight  hair.   Thin,  maybe  6  foot  tall.   He  did  a  tremendous 
job  trying  to  get  people  out  of  there  and  in  to  the  hospital.   After  he 
dumped  the  people  at  Kaiser,  he  was  going  right  back  to  get  anybody  else 
out  that  he  could. 

SM:    What  we're  trying  to  is  get  as  complete  a  count  of  injuries  as  a  result  of 
the  quake  as  we  can.   Would  you  sign  a  medical  release  so  that  we  can  get 
those  records  from  Kaiser 


RJ:    I  don't  want  to  do  that  now,  'cause  I  don't  know.   Until  I  go  back  again 
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SM:   What  I  can  do,  is  just  leave  this  with  you,  and  if  you  want  to  check  with 
your  attorney,  I  understand  you  are  represented,  check  with  your  attorney, 
these  are  only  for  records  pertaining  to  the  injuries  sustained  on  this 
day.  None  of  your  other  medical  history  would  be  available,  just  specific 
for  this.   So,  I'll  leave  this  with  you  and,  you  have  my  business  card 
with  the  mailing  address  on  it,  if  you  can  just  mail  it  back  to  us,  we'd 
appreciate  it.   Is  there  anything  else  that  you  can  think  of  anymore 
descriptions  that  we  haven't  covered  about  the  movement  or  the  fall  of  the 
structure  itself? 

RJ:   Nothing,  except  this  whole  deck  was  breaking  up  with  stress  cracks.  I 
don't  know  whether,  you're  probably  not  familiar  with  ...  we  see  this  all 
the  time  with  cast  metals,  or  cement.  When  you  get,  you  know  what  chicken 
wire  is,  OK  this  octagonal  pattern.  The  whole  freeway  was  breaking  up 
like  that.  Well,  that  octagonal  pattern,  we  get  the  same  thing  in  bronze 
castings.  When  something  is  stressed,  and  the  deck  of  the  freeway  was 
breaking  up  the  same  way.   Right  in  front  of  your  face,  these  things  were 
appearing. 

SN:   What  type  of  background  do  you  have,  you  obviously  must  have  some  sort  of 
a  structural,  maybe  structural  engineering  ... 

RJ:    No,  unfortunately  not,  I  was  groomed  to  be  a  school  teacher,  not  a 
shipyard  executive. 

SM:    But  your  current  employment  here,  though. 

RJ:   That's  right,  we  have  exposure  to  all  kinds  of  material  qualities  and 
probl ems . 

SM:    So,  that  you  would  be  familiar  then  with  ... 

RJ:    Material  fatigues,  that's  right,  and  stresses.  That's  right,  we're 
dealing  with  this  stuff  every  day. 

SM:    Possibly,  the  Cal Trans  Engineer  that  is  working  on  this  with  us  would 
probably  like  to  recontact  you  then  again  about  the  structural  failure, 
'cause  he  is  extremely  interested  in  that,  in  finding  somebody  that  has  a 
little  bit  of  expertise  in  that  field  would  be  very  useful  to  him. 

RJ:    Yeah,  I  had  a  lot  of  time  to  sit  there  and  look  at  these  columns  too,  how 
they  broke  up. 

SM:    What  can  you  say  about  those? 

RJ:    It's  apparent  that  the  columns  sheared.  The  columns  are  made  with  the 
support  to  the  lower  deck  then  the  support  to  the  upper  deck,  the  rebar 
was  bent  at  a  right  angle  and  then  formed  up  and  then  the  rebar  was  tied 
to  that  and  the  top  section  was  poured  separately.  The  top  portion 
sheared  right  off,  it  just  came  right  down.  Of  course,  the  rebar  in  the 
lower  section  just  bent  right  over.  This  is  where,  they're  saying  now 
that  these  things  should  have  all  been  tiet)  together  with  loops.  Well 
they  weren't,  the  whole  thing  just  broke  apart.   The  same  thing  I  saw 
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happen  there  appears  its  gonna  happen  down  here  on  the  Embarcadero. 
There's  three  of  them  down  there  the  same  way,  except  that  they're  poured 
1n  one  piece,  but  they  want  to  shear  down  in  the  same  area,  its  really  ... 

SM:    This  concludes  our  interview. 
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D-49,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  John  McCarville, 

#10290,  on  November  3,  1989,  at  approximately  1309  hours.   The  interview  was 
conducted  at  Lafayette.  The  statement  was  tape 

recorded.   The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The 
following  persons  were  present. 

Identification: 

JM:  Investigator  John  McCarville,  CHP 

PH:  I 

Horn: 

JM:    Go  ahead  if  you  would  and  just  in  your  own  words  tell  me  what  you  remember 
of  the  incident. 

PH:    I  was  coming  from  a  business  appointment  and  I  work  out  of  Foster  City. 
I'm  a  sales  rep.,  and  I  was  going  back  that  way  so  I  was  on  Highway  80.  I 
was  coming  from  University;  coming  through  Highway  80  and  then  I  was 
taking  the  signs  to  go  toward  880,  I  do  remember  going,  I  guess,  I  can't 
remember  if  its  two,  I  think  its  two  lanes  that  go  up  like  on  to  that 
structure.   As  I  came  around  the  corner,  I  was  driving  along,  then  all  of 
a  sudden  I  felt  like  maybe  there  was  something  wrong  with  my  car,  and 
obviously  there  was  nothing  wrong  with  my  car.   I  lost  complete  control  of 
my  car.   I  put  my  brakes  on,  as  well  as  holding  my  hand  brake.   I  flew 
over  two  lanes  to  the  right,  because  I  know  the  structure  then  opens  up. 
You  go  like  two  lanes  and  then  it  opens  up  two  more  lanes.   I  flew  over 
two  and  I  couldn't  get  control  of  my  car  at  all.   I  was  just  bouncing  all 
over  the  place.  Then,  the  pavement  took  me  straight  up  and  then  the 
pavement  dropped  because  I  guess  everything  was  buckling.  The  pavement 
went  down  and  there  was  nothing  beneath  me.   My  car  was  just  heading  like 
this  and  everything  was  wrinkling  beneath  me.   I  was  looking  ahead  and  I 
could  see  that  other  cars  were  braking.   I  thought,  wonder  if  this  is  an 
earthquake.  Then,  before  I  hit  the  ground  I  passed  out.  As  I  was  coming 
down,  right  before  I  hit  it  I  passed  out.   I  don't  know  anything  beyond 
that. 

JM:    I  guess  your  lucky  to  be  here  then. 
PH:  Yeah. 

JM:    Do  you  drive  that  very  often;  that  section  of  roadway? 

PH:    No,  I  don't. 

JM:    Not  very  often  at  all? 

PH:    No.    I  have  certainly  been  on  1t  in  the  past. 
JM:    But  not  very  often? 


PH:    It's  not  a  travel  that  I  make  everyday  of  my  life,  because  I'm  a  sales 
rep.,  my  job  takes  me  to  a  lot  of  different  areas. 
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JN:   What  ...  how  was  traffic  at  the  time,  the  other  vehicles  around  you? 

PH:    It  really  wasn't  that  bad.  There  were  certainly  cars  around  me.  I 

remember  cars  in  front  of  me;  I  was  trying  to  make  sure  I  wasn't  going  to 
hit  anyone  on  the  side  of  me  since  I  didn't  have  any  control.   But  I  also 
was  trying  not  to  look  in  my  rear  view  mirror.   I  was  really  just  trying  to 
stay  on  the  road.   So,  to  be  honest  with  you,  it  was  medium  to  heavy 
traffic,  but  it  wasn't  like  it  was  traffic  where  everyone  was  braking  and 
driving  slowly.   I  know  I  was  probably  going  55  miles  an  hour.   It  wasn't 
like  I  had  to  drive  slowly  for  any  reason.   I  certainly  was  trying  to  then 
but  ... 

JM    You  were  in  the  right  hand  of  those  two  lanes?  Do  you  remember? 

PH:   The  two  lanes  that  come  in?  No,  I'm  sorry,  I  don't  remember  which  lane  I 
was  in.   I  don't  know  if  I  was  in  the  far  lane  and  came  over  two  or  if  I 
was  one  more  over  and  I  came  over  two.   I  do  know  I  skipped  two  lanes 
though.   I  don't  know  then  if  I  was  driving  on  the  farthest  right-hand 
side  or  not. 

JM:  .  You  were  alone  in  your  car? 

PH:    Yes,  I  was. 

JH:    I  know  you're  not  real  familiar  with  that  area  but  would  you  know  any  of 
the  cross  streets  or  landmarks  about  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake 
began. 

PH:   No,  in  my  own  head  I  would  think  that  if  I  went  up  there  again  I  would 
know  exactly  where  I  was.   But  I  might  be  telling  you  the  wrong 
information.   So,  I  would  rather  just  say  no. 

JN:    Do  you  recall  anything  specific  about  the  other  cars  that  were  around  you? 

PH:    Everybody  was  out  of  control. 

JM:    Do  you  remember  what  the  cars  were?  Was  there  a  red  Corvette  or  an.  .  ing 
like  that  that  you'd  remember? 

PH:    I  really  don't.   One  thing  I  do  remember  is  seeing  a  lot  of  brake  lights. 
I  saw  a  lot  of  swerving  and  a  lot  of  brake  lights,  but  it  seemed  like  most 
cars,  at  the  time,  were  out  of  control  because  the  structure  was  breaking 
beneath  us.   So,  nobody  really  had  fair  control  of  their  car  at  all. 

JM:   What  was  the  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong?  You  said  you 
thought  you  had  lost  control  of  the  car,  you  thought  you  had  a  flat  tire? 

PH:    I  thought  maybe  there  was  something  wrong  with  my  car  because  the  rumbling 
beneath  you  makes  you  feel  like  "Gee,  I  wonder  if  I  have  a  flat  tire." 
Then,  all  of  a  sudden  your  car  is  swerving  so  then  you  think  ...  if  your 
brakes,  your  steering,  anything.  Then,  I  looked  down  at  my  dash.  As  soon 
as  I  look  up,  everybody  was  having  the  exact  same  problem  I  was.   I  wasn't 
alone. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-880  CYPRESS  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENTS       page  iiia-491 


JM:    Did  you  back  off  the  gas;  did  you  hit  the  brakes?  Do  you  remember  any  of 
that? 

PH:    Immediately  I  hit  the  brakes  and  I  grabbed  my  hand  brake.   I  grabbed  my 
hand  brake  but  I  did  it  slow  enough  where  I  know,  because  I  know  my  car 
wasn't  trying  to  skid  at  all.   It  wasn't  like  I  went  "Oh,  my  God"  and 
slammed  on  the  brakes.    I  applied  pressure  to  my  brakes,  and  as  soon  as  I 
couldn't  get  control  out  of  that,  I  even  tried  my  hand  brake  and  nothing 
would  work.  The  structure  was  out  of  control. 

JM:    You  already  said  that  the  structure  below  you,  it  just  broke  away  and  you 
saw  air? 

PH:    It  was  breaking  away.   Everything  was  just  crumbling.   Then,  I  noticed 
that  my  car  was  just  bouncing  and  bouncing.   I  really  feel  that  I'm  not 
exaggerating  when  I  say  I  came  down  about  six  feet  in  the  air.   I  mean  I 
know  that  sounds  ridiculous. 

JM:    No  it  doesn't. 

PH:    But  ...  and  it  could  have  even  been  a  lot  higher.   As  I  was  coming  down, 
the  structure  was  making  a  buckle  like  that  and  I  didn't  know  what  I  was 
going  to  hit.    I  think  that's  when  I  just  decided  I  didn't  really  want  to 
be  present  any  longer  so  I  blacked  out. 

JM:    That  makes  sense.   Do  you  know  how  you  got  out  of  your  vehicle? 

PH:    Yes,  I  believe  that  a  doctor  rescued  me.   I'm  sorry,  but  I  don't  remember 
his  name.   Do  you,  Mom? 

Mom:  From  Highlands  Hospital.   I  believe  it  was  Dr. 

PH:    I  think  that  he  said  that  they  had  to  get  the  jaws  of  life  to  get  me  out 
of  my  car  and  there  was  also  another  woman  that  was  present.   She  was  on 
the  Cypress  and  she  was  trying  to  help.   She  was  a  little  bit  further 
along  on  the  Cypress  and  she  drives  a  very  heavy  BMW  and  she  said  she 
feels  that's  what  saved  her.   She  was  able  to  get  enough  control  to  stop 
her  car.   She  came  along  too  and  tried  to  help. 

JM:    Can  you  specifically  describe  what  injuries  you  sustained? 

PH:    I  don't  know  if  I  had  a  concussion.   I  was  awakened  all  night.    I  lost  my 
eye  and  they  found  it  below  my  cheek,  it  had  broken  through  ...  I  guess 
your  eye  sits  on  some  sort  of  film  and  then  they  had  to  reconstruct  all 
that.   I  had  four  breaks  in  my  nose  and  I  have  a  broken  12th  vertebrae  in 
my  back.   Oh,  and  I  have  some  chipped  teeth. 

JM:    Do  you  know  anything  about  the  other  vehicles  that  were  around  you  when 
you  came  to  rest?  Do  you  remember  any  of  that  at  all? 

PH:    No  I  don't. 

JM:    You  already  described  the  motion  of  your  vehicle.   What  about  the  first 
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indication  that  the  freeway  structure  was  falling?  You  said  it  was  moving 
up  and  down.  You  saw  it  actually  break  up? 

PH:   Yes.   In  the  spot  where  I  was.  Obviously  I  was  trying  to  keep  control  of 
my  car  and  I  think  I  noticed  the  buckling  going.  As  I  was  up  in  the  air, 
the  pavement  literally  took  me  straight  up  and,  'cause  I  had  been 
bouncing,  and  then  as  I  was  coming  down  and  I'm  looking  straight  ahead,  I 
noticed  the  whole  road  in  front  of  me  was  buckling. 

JM:   You've  already  done  this  I  think  maybe.  Naybe  we'll  have  you  do  it 

again.  Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  freeway  structure  during  the 
earthquake?  Was  it  swaying  or  was  it  an  up  and  down  motion? 

PH:    It  was  really  all  over  the  place.   It's  really  hard  for  me  to  describe.  I 
was  just  being  thrown.   I  had  absolutely  no  control  over  the  road  itself. 
It  was  breaking  in  front  of  all  of  us.  We  just  ...  nobody  had  control. 

JM:  Do  you  wear  glasses  when  you  drive? 

PH:  No. 

JM:  Were  you  on  any  medication  or  drugs  at  the  time? 

PH:  No.  . 

JM:  No  alcohol  that  day? 

PH:  No. 

JM:  How  would  you  describe  your  health  before  the  earthquake?  Good  health? 

PH:    Oh,  yeah.  No  problems  at  all.  No,  in  fact  I  just  had  a  physical  prior  to 
everything.   I  was  in  perfect  health. 

JM:    Do  you  have  the  doctor's  name.  You  said  was  ... 

Mom:  We  have  three  of  them. 

JM:    I  mean  as  far  as  helped  to  get  you  out  of  there. 
Mom:  I  believe  it  was  Dr. 

PH:    From  Highland  Hospital.   I  was  on  20/20  and  he  described  saving  me  a 
little  bit  on  T.V.  so  you  could  get  a  copy  of  that  from  20/20. 

JM:    Was  he  heroic? 

PH:    Was  he  heroic?  Yeah.   I  was  very  thankful  when  I  met  him.  Certainly. 
Yes. 

JM:    We'll  try  to  do  something  about  that  as  well.   Let  me  show  you  the  ... 
where  is  your  car  now?  Do  you  know? 
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PH:  Jenkins  Garage. 

At:  Jenkins  still  has  it? 

PH:  Urn- hum. 

JM:  There's  a  picture  here  and  maybe  you  can  pick  out  on  1t  where  you  were. 

PH:  I'll  try  but  like  I  said  I  don't  know. 

JM:  That's  fine  but  Its  ...  you  can  come  over  here.   This  is  where  the  two 
lanes  come  up  right  here. 

PH:    So,  I  had  come  up  through  here? 

JH:    You  had  come  up  through  here  and  through  the  curve  here  because  at  this 
point  here,  this  is  the  first  break.  Where  it  breaks  then  its  broken  down 
here  in  places.   I'm  not  sure  exactly  where  your  car  was. 

PH:    I'm  terribly  sorry,  but  I  don't  know  either.   Is  it  pictured  here  at  all? 

JM:    Well,  it  maybe;  it  depends  on  how  soon  they  got  it  off.   What  did 
tell  you  where  your  car  was? 

PH:    He  kept  saying  I  was  at  31st  and  Oak.   I'm  sorry  but  I  really  don't  know 
where  that  1s. 

JM:    I  don't  know  where  Oak  1s  either  but  32nd  1s  here  and  I  don't  even  see 
where  31st  comes  in  here,  but  it  would  have  been  somewhere  in  here.  It's 
completely  broken  up  in  here.   Maybe  that  1s  where  you  were.   You  went 
through  the  structure  possibly  there.   Maybe  the  doctor  that  helped  rescue 
me  would  know.   I  don't  know;  I  have  been  told  that  I  was  in  the  very 
beginning.   I  almost  felt  like  I  may  have  been  right  at  the  start  but  I 
don't  know.   I'd  rather  not  say  because  I'm  not  sure  and  I'm  not  good  at 
aerial  views.   I  just  don't  want  to  tell  you  something  and  then  I  wasn't 
there.   So,  I  ...  do  you  have  any  questions? 

PH:    No.    I  don't  think  so. 

JM:    I'll  check  a  couple  of  these  things  on  here.   Your  birthdate  is  2/8/59? 
Is  that  right? 

PH:  Urn-hum. 

JM:    Are  you  still  going  to  be  at  your  address? 

PH:    I  don't  know  as  yet. 

JM:    Or  should  we  use  the  address  here? 

PH:    I  would  use  the  address  here.  Yes.   I  don't  know  what's  going  to  happen 
at  all  with  my  health. 
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JM:   You  already  went  and  got  some  things  out  of  anything  that  was  left  in  the 
car. 

PH:  Yes. 

JM:   You  already  did  that?  There  we  go  ...  that  will  do  it.   It's  1:22. 


